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FACELIFT IN PHASES FOR CHINATOWN
TITIWANGSA FOOD COURT ORDERED TO VACATE
BY FEB 14

1. | THE STAR e HEALTH MINISTRY TO TAKE ACTION ON ‘ENERGY STICKS’ SOLD
ONLINE
2 | KOSMO ¢ MILIKI INFRASTRUKTUR YANG BAIK JIKA BERDEPAN KEMARAU
' AIR LEMBAH KLANG BOLEH BERTAHAN HINGGA 9 BULAN
¢ HASIL KESELURUHAN SEKTOR PERKHIDMATAN 2023
3. | HARIAN METRO MENINGKAT

BIMBANG DATA PERIBADI BOCOR PUNCA TAK DAFTAR PADU
‘PRODUK BERBAHAYA, ANCAM KESIHATAN AWAM'

DENDA RM25,000, PENJARA 3 TAHUN JIKA JUAL ‘ENERGY STICK’
SELANGOR PUNYAI SIMPANAN AIR UNTUK TEMPOH SEMBILAN
BULAN

o STRATEGI ANTIRASUAH PERLU EFEKTIF TUTUP TIGA FAKTOR
UTAMA JENAYAH

UTUSAN MALAYSIA * JANGAN TUNGGU SAAT AKHIR DAFTAR PADU

¢« LOW PADU NUMBERS AMONG RURAL AND DEVELOPMENT
NEW STRAITS TIMES MINISTRY OFFICERS, STAFF

THE SUN ¢ KLANG RIVER REHABILITATION PROJECT FLOWING SMOOTHYLY

4. | BERITA HARIAN
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Faceliftin .
phases for .-
Chinatown

Petaling Street traders hope
long-awaited changes will bring

. cal environment has becorme an

greater footfall, boost business
By JAROD LIM SR S
jarodlim@thestar.com.my i
AFTER decades of neglect, Kuala
Lumpur’s iconic Petaling Street,
fondly known as Chinatown, will
finally get a much-needed
facelift.
Over the years, the bustling
cultural hub, renowned for its
vibrant street markets and'rich
heritage, has suffered from hav-
ing dilapidated infrastructure.
Leaking roofs, torn awnings,
broken pavements and ageing
stalls with exposed wiring are i
among the many issues plaguing A Rl B we
traders operating in the area. . wok Chin says the Petaling Stree
Over five years, talks between.  facelift is timely ahead of Visit
stakeholders and Kuala Lumpur.  Malaysia Year 2025.
City Hall (DBKL) took place 7y
towards revitalising this historic
thoroughfare and breathing new  inconvenience to traders and
life into ifs storied lanes. reduced its potential as a tourist
The facelift of Petaling Street is atiraction. !
expected to hegin after the “The roofs covering most of
Chinese New Year period. Petaling Street are lm]dﬁ%ﬁ;ig
Kuala Lumpur Hawkers and water falls onto the road :
Petty Traders Association chair- — adownpour. - \ 3
man Datuk Ang Say Teesaid, = “Some of the stalls are old,
“What's left is a few detailstohe  have wiring problems, and bro-
ironed out and we expect a meet- kan,gawnings ﬁs& a risk to both
ing soon with DBKL either this traders an tors: ;
monthorthenext. . “There were also instances of
“The hawkers are welcoming  flooding at the end of Petaling
the effort by DBKL as the last Street”Angsaid.
upgrade was more than 20 years He said the facelift would solve
ago. - L : all the problems faced by traders.
“We hope this beautification According to Ang, the associa-
will bring transformation to .~ tion had called for upgrading and
Chinatown.” heautification of Petaling Street
S FAkiry s in the early 1990s. i e
! ’ “It was only.in 2001 that
In m!ed o refurblshm ot Petaling Street underwent a
_For years, conditions at major facelift.
Petaling Street have been a “The project was completed
source of concern for locals and ~ two years later.
visitors alike. “Twao Chinese-style arches
Despite its undeniable charm  were built at the be;
and historical significance, and end of the road while blue
| Chinatown’s deteriorating physi-  polycarhonate roofing was

installed to shelter traders from
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the sun and rain.” i
1t was reported in an English
daily that the project cost
RMImIl R e
Since 2018, Ang said the associ-
ation had been requesting an_
gp ade of Petaling Street facili-
LR, S it o
“After more than 10 meetings
with DBKL and three Kuala
Lumpur mayors, the heautifica-

tion plans are finally underway,”

hesaid. R S
Ang also showed StarMetro
DBKLs beautification plans,

which included Chinese-inspired

motifs and decorations as back-
drop for the stalls. S

* “We understand that the entire

- project will likely take a year and
- will'be dore in four phases.

“This is so that traders operat-

%aﬂlung the street will not he
ed for the entire year. :

~ “However, they will still need
to temporarily halt their opera-

tions for a short period to make

~ way for the beautification pro- -
~ject”hesaid.

A\gjdlt’iqnal-fst_alls.propbsed
Ang said the beautification
‘plans, however, came with a
catch. s
" “DBKL wanted to add about

100 new stall lots in front of
existing stalls, which we objected

strongly. s
With 773 stalls already in
Petaling Street, he said, “There is

 barely any room for additional
 stalls, so adding lots would make

the street more cramped, making

it difficult for visitors to shop.

“We fear that this will compro-
mise visitors® comfc_irt_, thus driv-

_ ing them away.

* “The addition of more stalls
waould also hamper access for
fire and rescue vehicles into

" Petaling Street should a fire
i

JCCUE
~ Ang said he had sent a letter to
DBKL with members’ objections

“and would bring this up again in

the next meeting.
“The association also collected

more than 600 signatures from



Cultural and historically, Petaling Street is a major draw for tourists.

— Photos: LOW BOON TAT/The Star

traders objecting to the addition-
al stalls,” he said.

Currently, stalls occupy the
kerb in front of shoplots.

The proposed additional stalls
would be placed in front of these
existing stalls.

DBKL said in a statement that
the status of the beautification
project for the traders’ area was
still at design stage.

Part of the works included
replacing existing kiosks with
new ones featuring bigger roofs,
replacing roofing with more
vibrant fixtures, installing lights
to emphasise building designs
and replacing old wiring, it said.

“DBKL is committed to upgra-
ding and beautifying the traders’
area in Kuala Lumpur including
Petaling Streef to ensure they can
operate in an organised and corm-
fortable environment.

“We wish to remind traders to
take care of the existing facilities
for the benefit of all parties.”

The local authority, however,
did not disclose the allocation for
the beautification project.

Stakeholders' feedback

Anticipation is mounting
among Petaling Street stakehold-
ers for the upcoming transforma-
tion.

Most business owners have
voiced optimism, expressing
hope that the facelift would not
only enhance the area’s aesthetic
appeal but.also attract greater
foot traffic and revenue.

Petaling Street KRT chairman
Datuk Chan Kwok Chin said the
facelift was timely ahead of Visit
Malaysia Year 2025.

“It’s been a while since Petaling
Street received upgrades.

P 4>
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“Wehope it will transform the
place into a lively tourist attrac-

tion and bring more foot traffic

to the area to benefit the trad-
ers,” he said. :

Footwear trader KW Siow, 50,
was happy about the proposed
facelift since the stall that he was
occupying was old and unsightly.

“Whenever there is a down-
pour, my goods will be soaked
and the awnings are not doing
much to keep the rain away.

“I have to cover my goods with
canvas. [ hope these problems
will be solved after the beautifi-
cation process,” he said.

However, amid the excitement,
some concerns have been raised
about the potential inconven-
ience the facelift could bring.

For vendors like Jaden Chan,
whose livelihood depends on the
daily operations in Petaling
Street, the prospect of temporary.
closure during the renovation
posed a significant challenge.

“Closing shop for an extended
period could mean lost income
for me and my family.

“It is hard to tell what the
facelift will bring but I do not
‘want my operations to be affect-
ed,” he said.

“I hope the authorities will pro-
vide support to affected vendors
during this transition period.

The 30-year-old apparel trader
operating at the edge of Petaling
Street said he began trading after
the movement control order was
lifted and had been operating for
two years.

“This place is flooded up to the
kerb where my stall is located
and this can happen two to three
times a month.

“This affects me a lot because
my goods get damaged.”
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Uparading works at Chinatown area _Ir_lcludlﬁg the roof are expected to start after Chinese New Year.

Ang (in red shirt) showing cracked tiles in Petaling Street alongside association treasurer Chan Pooi Chee
(second from left) and a trader. (Right) Ang pointing out a stall's tattered cover.
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Golden dragon shines bright

Fo Guang Shan Dong Zen Temple in Selangor installs massive lantern for CNY

By KHOO GEK SAN
geksan@thestar.com.my

BANTING: A massive display of

the golden dragon lantern at the
Fo Guang Shan Dong Zen Temple

is expected to draw visitors to this

Buddhist temple during the
Chinese New Year period.
The  “Auspicious
Dragon” joins a @inning
that will greet visitors to the lan-
tern festival from Feb 7 to Feb 25,
and for two weekends next
month: Ma.rc.h 2-3, and March

9-10.
“Measuring an impressive 288ft
(88m), these dragons will usherin

and showcase the Year of the

Dragon,” said Buddha’s Light

International Association Central

Malaysia president Datin Seri
Yong Chou Lian.

“While their size may evoke

power, their essence manifests
the tranquil and peaceful nature

of dragons, as skillfully depicted -..

by the artisans at Dong Zen
Temple,” she said in her speech
during the ceremony to ﬁht
up the lanterns on Wednesday

A hig crowd gathered to wit-
ness the event were mesmerised
as the night axﬁlaoded in colourful
lanterns that bathed flowers in
captivating lights to usher in the
Year of the Dragon.

The central theme of this year's A

festival is “May you be free as
cloud and water;, auspicious and
joyful;” while the lantern pillars
surrounding the golden dragon
feature teachings from Venerahle
Master Hsing Yun.

The festival also features cul-
tural performances, another
dragon sculpture on the thir-
ty-three Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva pathways, a dragon

Goldei\ ‘

: w?.fa(}()y c[i (’(fCSC

Hew year

4 FEB 1C

boat shuwcasmg (‘J\iﬁue tradi-
u?rtlgl culture, and a 3D diorama
of the Dragon,Maiden Attmrﬂng
‘Buddhahood story.

Visitors can walk thmugh the
serene Lumbini ‘Garden, which

Majestic: Visitors taking pictures during the lantern lighting Up ceremony. — CHAN TAK KONG/The Star

symbolises the benevolence of
mountains and the wisdom of
waters, as well as explore the art
gallery and indulge in vegetarian
cuisine at the food street and
Waterdrop Teahouse vegetarian
food court.

Jue Cheng, Chief Abbess of Fo
Guang Shan Dong Zen Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia
and India, exprwed
for the diverse atten

titude
nce at-
the lighting ceremony, which
mduded Cathohc prIests. Malay

Muslim  friends, diplomatic
envoys, Taoist friends, and busi-
ness leaders.

She said the temple was a
shared' space for everyone, with
guests from Taiwan, China,
Singapore and India’ also joining
in the Lunar New Year celebra-
tions here.

“This area of durian and rubber
plantations has undergone a

- remarkable transformation,” said
‘Cheng of the lands surrounding

the temple, which was founded

35 years ago by Venerable Master
Hsing Yun,
“The Master envisioned

Selangor as a precious land,

imbued with auspiciousness, and

containing a sacred Buddhist
und

ground.
“A future of prosperity is now
certdin,” she said during the light-
ing ceremony.

Also. present were Transport
Minister Anthony Loke and
Deputy Finance Minister Lim Hui
Ying.
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mpanan air
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kerja ke tapak projek pemuli-
Kerajadn negeris & haraani Sieai Klaned sl g}

usaha tampun liau berkata, usaha Keraja-  CANE
bek alan Imtl]kg 2 an Selan, berkenaan sejajar
keperluan
penduduk
hadapl El- 'Nl}no :

_nyai simpanan bakala
yang dapat menampung Keper-
luan penduduk untuk tempoh
kira-Kira sembilan hulan, bagi
menghadapi fenomena EINino
yang sedang melanda negara,

"EXCO Infrastruktur dan Per-
tanian negeri, ]ihamHashim,ber !
kaiaempangandi egeri itumem-
punyai simpamn air untuk ke-
perluan pengguna selama enam  si

bulan, manakala kolam air taku- R
nganuntuktempohﬂgﬂblﬂan T i
 “Kita kini dalam TRV B Timbunan sampah-sarap [ 2 # /
tuk memastikan semua bekalan  Katanya, usaha itu berdepan ca- -banding empat meter ketinggian tayar dan perabot serta ‘plastik lzham berkntn pmjek*terbablt

Titu hersambung hagl membo- baran ekoran timbunan sam- stingai yang menyukarkan ope- menjejaskan keadaan teknikal nyasarkan untuk meningkat-
lehkan kita dapat mengguna- pah-sarap dan mendppan yang ‘rasi pendalﬂman dan’ pelebara.n jentera pengorek dan meuyebab ka.n"kapaslti Su.nga.l Klang se-
kan air tersebut apabila diper- terkumpul di dasar sungai se- kan gangguan terhadap operasi banyak 40 peratus apabila siap
lukan,” katanya ketika lawatan dalam duahlnggaiigameter, e “Bamng huanganbesarsepérti harmn L katanyaf. A sepeuuhnya BERNAMA
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Pertubtihan IKRAM.

Strategi antirasuah perlu efektif

tutup tiga faktor utama jenayah

Oleh Basmin Maarof ot e\\)
bhrencana@bh.com.my s

‘Masihkah wujud amalan ‘duit kopi’ atau
‘pengeras’ untuk mendapatkan sesuafu se-
perti keutamaan, perhatian, kelonggaran

_ tusecara pintas atau mengikut jalan be-

. lakang?

Sebenarnya senario ini tidak banyak be-
rubah walaupun kedudukan negara dalam
Indeks Persepsi Rasuah (GPI) 2023 mening- -
kat hingga mencapai 50 mata pada tahun
lalu berbanding 47 mata sebelumnya da-
ripada keseluruhan 100 mata skor dalam
pengumuman Transparency International
Malaysia, baru-baru ini. |

PeningKatan ini menaikkan Malaysia berada di
tangga ke-57 bagi tahun lalu berbanding ke-61
(2022). Pada satu sisi, kita gembira kerana ada pe- -
rubahan baik  berlaku dalam membanteras
rasuah tetapi ia juga isyarat masih banyak kerja
keras perlu dilakukan dengan tekad Iebih gigih.

Hakikatnya, sejak sedekad lalu, kedudukan Ma-
laysia dalam GPI berlegar di sekitar skor purata 49.

Korporat,

gambarkan tahap rasuah kritikal. Suatu ketika du-
1u, skandal IMDB memfebabkan Malaysia terkenal
secara salah.

Umumnya, gejala rasuah diketahui punca Kebi-
nasaan Kerana kunei membuka jalan kepada je-
nayah lain terutama apabila membabitkan isu pe-
nguatkuasaan undang-undang. I

Selagi kitaran rasuah ‘terpelihara’ serta sistem
‘mekanisme semak dan imbang tidak dapat dite-
gakkan, selagi itu rantaian rasuah a.kan terus me-
nyubur dan sukar dibanteras.

Ahli kriminologi Amerika Syarikat (AS), Dr Do-
nald R Cassey pernah memperkenalkan hipotesis
penting pada 1953, iaitu tiga faktor utama berla-
kunya jenayah penipuan (termasuk rasuah) iaitu

istimewa atau apa-apa Kepentingan terten-

Data ini bukan sekadar angka statistik tetapi meng- |

peluang tekanan dan rasmnaljsasi
“Faktor peluang didorong rasa ada kemampuan .

‘melakukannya dengan keyakinan perbuatan ter-
babit tidak dapat dlkesan ditangkap atau huku-
mannya terlalu ringan. Pelua.ng ini timbul apabila
ada penguatkuasaan lemah serta kegagalan sistem
‘semak dan imbang untuk berfungsi.

- Tekanan pula mewujudkan desakan me}akukan
rasuah. Kesempitan kewangan, keinginan diri atau
konflik hidup antara punca menimbulkan doro-
ngan memberikan atau menerima rasuah.

- Rasionalisasi ialah usaha meyakinkan diri ba-
hawa penipuan adalah perbuatan wajar atas alasan
seperti *hanya meminjam’ atau menggantikan bo-
nus sepatutnya diterima. Unsur penipuan ini pa-
ling komplaks untuk difaham] dan ditentu.kan

Ke l1tnh i xl\(om sethak d'm nnh'm -

Menurut Pengerusi Transparensi Antarabangsa,
Francois Valerian, rasuah akan terus berakar hing-

| ga sistem keadilan mampu menjatuhkan hukuman
| terhadap kesalahan dilanggar manakala kerajaan

da;aitn dikawal melalui keutuhan slstem semak dan
1m
Ta.mbahnya apahl.la keaduan dibeli atau thha

| kukan bagi mengubah nilai

lang campur tangan politik, rakyat akan mende-
rita. Beliau: mengatakan, pemimpin harus komited
sepenuhnya untuk menjamin kemerdekaan insti-
tusi menegakkan undang-undang dan menangani
rasuah.

Jelas terhukti negara mempunyai kadar Korupsi
tinggi akan mengalami masalah ekonomi dan so-
sial kritikal. Bahkan, sistem terbaik juga akan ga-
gal apabila rasuah ber]eluasa Kerana undang-un-

- dang tidak dihormati, penguatkuasaan lemah dan
masyarakat sudah hilang nilai murni.

Hakikatnya, keazaman politik kuat diperlukan
jika Malaysia mahu dikenali sebagai negara d.L 3
segani kerana integriti. Strategi Antirasuah Na-
sional 2024-2029 yang bakal dilancarkan perlu ber-
Jjalan dengan baik dan efektif agar berkesan men-
cegah rasuah, meningkatkan tata kelola dan in-
tegriti dalam pentadhiran awam serta syarlkat

| kaitan kerajaan (GLC).

Undang-undang perlu dapat bertlndak antuk -~
mencegah jenayah daripada berleluasa. Justeru,
penggubalan dan pindaan undang-undang berkai-
tan rasuah’seperti Akta Perlindungan Pemberi
Maklumat Rasuah 2010 dilihat perlu bagi mem-
perbaiki kelemahan dan menutup lompong.
~ Idea mewujudkan mahkamah khas untuk per-
bicaraan kes rasuah ada kepentingannya bagi me-
ningkatkan kecekapan usdha menangani gejala se-
rius ini. Tidak dapat dinafikan, rasuah sudah lama
membelenggu uegam  hingga beraka.r umbi dalam
segenap peringkat.

- Tentunya gejala ini memerlukan msa panjang
untuk diperangi tetapi perlu ada tindakan mampu
~memberikan impak besar dan membawa peruba-
‘han signifikan. Reformasi menyeluruh perlu dila-
dalam masyarakat.

Apabila rasuah dinormalisasikan, golongan ren-
| tan akan tertindas kerana mempunyai akses terhad
| kepada keadilan, sebaliknya golongan kaya dan
- berkuasa mengekang sistem hingga mengorbankan
kepentingan rsania.
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strengthenlngmtlcal :
infrastructure and
enhancing disaster
resilience: Selangor exco

by

an Lumayan
d through u}olnt—venmre

Incorporated

economic

the well-being of those a
S

£130,000 48% day:lnnyemfhesald,a i
~ “In_mid-February, dredging work will thengetfurﬂmnmmymismanhleve
expand into mnuﬁand?whhinnlocks, * Class 3 or better, for 70% of days in a year.
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