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SELAMAT TAHUN BAHARU CINA
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Solution sought
for smelly lake

PJS5 residents irked by unsanitary recreational

area, MBPJ says park not within its purview yet

By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad(@thestar.com.my

THE sales brochure reads “New
Benchmark of Lakeside Living”
but residents of a serviced apart-
ment in PJS5, Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, have a less appealing
tale to tell

If one takes a photo from the
upper floors of one of the 40-sto-
rey blocks at the residence, the
view is pi e with man-
made lake, green landscaping,
playgrounds and walkways, all
open to the public.

But a closer look at ground
level reveals an algae-filled,
smelly lake.

In January, some residents
reached out to StarMetro to also
highlight uncollected rubbish,
overgrown grass and unpleasant
smell.

During a visit to the area at the
time, rubbish was strewn every-
where, waste hins were over-
flowing and a foul stench perme-
ated the air. { 2

However, rubbish at the play-
ground was cleared last week,
said sales and marketing execu-
tive Alice Kwan, who will soon
move into her apartment on

have since been cleared.

8

A photo sent by Kwan showing overflowing rubbish bins (left) which

e

Kwan: Rubbish has been cleared
but lake still in bad state.

the 27th floor.

“Rubbish around the bins
were also cleared but the condi-
tion of the lake remains.”

Buyers said they had been
attracted by the illuminated blue
lights of the lake at night, as
depicted in the brochure.

“During vacant possession, the
reality was different,” said 20th
floor resident A. Balakrishnan, a
driver, adding that he received
his keys in May 2022.

The lake and surrounding area
are outside the perimeter of the
two blocks of serviced apart-
ments. :

Y
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(wb70)

Balakrishnan: Reality different
from promises in brochure.

There are 752 units in total
with built-ups of between 718 sq
ftand 1,010 sq ft.
enl;fanzlinahshari.ﬁ a su&wathm'ﬂ

ger living on the 15th floor,
is worried about dengue fever
due to the terrible condition of
thelake. X Jt

She said snakes were seen
near the walkway at the lake in
September 2022, prompting resi-
dents to call the Fire and Rescue
Department for help. 4

“Whether the water is stag-
nant or not, 'm not sure, but
only two out of four water foun-
tains are functioning.

“Who is supposed to maintain
them? : -

“There is also a monsoon drain
near the lake, but we don't know

- whether it is functioning or caus-

ing water to stagnate.

“We can smell foul air from
our floors.

“The lake is contaminated with
what looks like oil.

“There was also an incident in
September 2022 where dead fish
were seen floating in the lake,
causing an unbearable stench.

“We want our surroundings to
be clean and maintained proper-
ly,” she added.

In an email from the develop-
er to residents sighted by
StarMetro, it was stated that lake
enhancement work was complet-
ed in 2022, and the company was

in the midst of handing the area
over to the local authority.

In a statement, Petaling Jaya
City Council (MBP]) said the
developer still shouldered the
responsibility of carrying out
landscape maintenance works
and clearing rubbish from the
park.

“Any claim that the area has
been taken over by MBP] is inac-
curate, because the developer is
still in the process of handing it
over to MBPJ.”

The city council said the devel-
oper had unfinished work to
complete at the residence.

. “Based on a site visit carried

“out by MBPJ's Landscape

Department on Dec 19, 2023, the
developer has not fully complied

View of the lake
from an upper floor
of the residence in
PJS5, Petaling
Jaya. (Inset) A
September 2022
photo taken by a
resident showing
dead fish on the
surface of the lake.

with conditions set by the city
council.

“Following complaints from
residents, the developer will be
instructed in writing to carry out

. landscaping maintenance and

clean the park.

“Irresponsible parties who lit-
ter and do not prioritise cleanli-
ness have no regard for others.

“The city council expects coop-
eration from everyone to watch
out for those who throw rubbish
indiscriminately.

“Anyone found guilty of litte¥
ing can be fined RM2,000 under
the MBP] Council Parks By-laws
2005."

Attempts to speak to the devel-
oper’s person in charge proved
unsuccessful.

MPAJ: RI\/H,OOC‘)}" Cgﬁr]sqéﬁand for businesses with expired licences

By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

SOME 1,700 business owners in
Ampang Jaya, Selangor have not
renewed their licences for 2024,
as of Feb 7.

Ampang Jaya Municipal
Council (MPA]) president Dr Ani
Ahmad said only 8,926 holders
had renewed before the Dec 31,
2023 deadline.

This totalled RM5,562,007 in:
collection, she said.

Between Jan 1 and 24, some
581 business owners renewed
their expired licences with a total
collection of RM574,840.

“Licence holders are charged
an automatic penalty of RM360 if
they renew after the Dec 31
deadline.

“Those caught trading with
expired licences can be issued a
maximum compound of
RM1,000,” she said in a state-
ment. .

“We will take action against
business owners who fail to
renew their licences.”

Ani added that 4,293 micro-en-
treprenuers had renewed their
licences for 2024, amounting to a
collection of RM831,744.

Ani reminded licence holders
to settle any outstanding assess-
ment tax to avoid facing obsta-
cles when renewing their licenc-
es.

She said under the implemen-
tation of the Integrated Approval
System, failure to do so might
result in their applications being
rejected. 1

“Renewal of business licences
are now done online through
MPA]J Icomm System, while
Micro-entrepreneurs licence
renewals are available via e-Pen-

aja.”

Separately, 113 Ramadan
bazaar spots are still available at
eight locations in the municipali-

The bazaar spots are at
Kompleks Muhibbah in Taman
Nirwana as well as in Taman Sri
Bayu and Taman Pandan Cahaya.

This year, 934 lots at 17 loca-
tions have been allocated for
Ramadan bazaars.

Those interested to apply for a
temporary licence for the
Ramadan bazaars, can visit
httpsi/fintranet.mpaj.gov.my/pen-

. jaja/login.php

Ani (left) says licence holders are charged an automatic penalty of
RM360 if they fail to renew by Dec 31. On her left is MPAJ secretary
Julaihah Jamaludin.
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surroundmg area, excavators brought in
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“Itis still burning 24/7 with an
&m‘i smell thm‘.igla strong even ;
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“To expedlte matters, the

provide excavators in the area.”
On Feb 4, Kajang assembly-

man David Cheong’s office ina

Facebook post, wrote that the

fire had been extinguished and RO Ry
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ing. a impmmd period of one A
“Thanks to the firefighters for ~ month. 4

their tireless efforts in £umng e AT iqm!ase in nhargs can

out the flames,” he sai: have an impact and put pres-

going years, with t
On the illegal dumpsite issue,  sure on those involved, ‘hopeful- living in rfl%rarhy residenﬂal

MPKj said it had raised the pen- 1y leading to a reduction in areas complaining to the :
alty for lorry seizure nn Feb1,  planned waste disposal activi- authorities about the‘bad smell.
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The area surrounding Sungai Bunus flood retention pond in Kuala Lumpur has'expérlence:fd significant flooding in the past.— IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

e . B . g n® . : :
Saving KLs flood retention ponds
Experts: Gazgge remaining ones to mitigg’_t_g flooding,,prévent future development

By BAVANI M

bavanim@thestar.com.my

THE Kuala Lumpur Land and
Mines Office (PIGWP) is pro-
ceeding with the degazettement
of Sungai Bunus flood retention
pond, says a spokesperson.

He said the land classifications

to “flood retention pond” and
“open area” were to ensure bet-
ter management and mainte-
nance hy respective agencies of
the facility in Jalan Tun Razak,
Kuala Lumpur.

It involves the Drainage and
Irrigation Department (DID) for
the flood retention pond and
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
for the open spaces.

Additionally, the move will
expand the flood reserve area
once land classification is final-
ised. :

The spokesperson said with
this, the total size of the flood
retention pond would exceed its
previous size.

“This request came from Kuala
Lumpur DID, and we are cur-
rently coordinating with the
Attorney General’s Chambers
(AGC) for the degazettement pro-
cess,” the spokesperson said.

“Once the revocation is com-
pleted, we will regazette the
pond by including the larger por-
tion of land.

“The regazettement process,
involving feedback from the
Survey and Mapping
Department of Malaysia (Jupem),
Percetakan Nasional Malaysia
Bhd (PNMB), and the AGC, will
take about three months.”

The decision to degazette the
land faced public scrutiny earlier
this year as the Sungai Bunus

17> | SungaiBunus .

flood retention pond
was only gazetted four
years ago after it was
approved as an ey
impounding reservoir
by Federal Territory of
Kuala Lumpur Land
Executive Committee

aimed at strengthening
the city’s defences
against flooding.

On Dec 27, 2023, -
JKTWPKL issueda
Federal Government:
Gazette for the Notice
of Proposed
Revocation of
Reservation Land for
Public Use.

The move to degazette
the land sparked objections from
those living in the vicinity of
Sungai Bunus.

Two retired directors from dif-
ferent government agencies con-
tacted by StarMetro are pushing
for PTGWP to prioritise protect-
ing flood retention ponds in
Kuala Lumpur.,

Hooi: Flood retention ponds are
vital'to the city’s overall flood
‘mitigation, not merely for
individual development projects.

~ Retired DID director-general
Datuk Nor Hisham Mohd Ghazali
said: “It's common practice for
the land office to seek feedback
‘only from the landowner, like
DBKL, regarding land matters.
~ “However, the land office
overlooks the fact that Kuala

= & Lumpur’s entire flood mitigation

Flashback to StarMetro's report on Feb 5.

They suggested designating
these ponds as protected areas,
rather than modifying the status
of those already serving as flood
TEServoirs.

They said revoking the gazet-
ted status of flood retention
ponds would expose the sur-
rounding land to potential
future development.

I system is interconnected and

dependent on each component.

“Therefore, degazetting land
requires input from DID as
well.”

Inresponse to StarMetro
reports on Jan 6 and Feb 5, Nor
Hisham stated that regardless of
land ownership, ifa pond was
integral to the city's flood mitiga-
tion, the responsible agency
must be involved in deci-
sion-making.

Hooi Yoke Meng, former direc-
tor of DBKL's Drainage and River
Management Department,
emphasised the need for broader

Nor Hisham: Entire Kuala Lumgpur
flood mitigation system is
interconnected and dependent on
each component.

perspective of Kuala Lumpur’s
flood retention ponds.

“These pondsare vital to the
city's overall flood mitigation,
not merely for individual devel-
opment projects,” he said in
advising those involved in the
original gazettement to maintain
their status.

Ponds like Batu and Taman
Wahyu, essential for flood miti-
gation, have been alienated for
development and face future
flooding risks.

The Sungai Bunus flood reten-
tion pond'was gazetted on July
31, 2018.

Historically, it has played a
critical role in flood control,
especially during heavy rain, by
channelling water into the pond,
thus mitigating flooding.

The area has experienced sig-
nificant disruptions due to flood-
ing, particularly when Sungai
Bunus overflowed.
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By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

CALLS for water safety aware-
Ness pro| es and swimming
lessons to be included in the
school syllabus or as a co-curric-
ular activity have grown louder
recently:

This follows reports that about
500 people drown every year in
Malaysia.

Acknowledging this, the
Education Ministry said it would
spearhead a reform agenda to
strengthen the national educa-
tion system.

Dive master and underwater
camera operator Megat Samsul
Kamal Mohamad Zamberi, 48,
said the time was ripe for the

| ministry to look into this issue.

| “Inmany countries, swimming
classes have become part of the
regular school curriculium.

“In Singapore, for example,

and water survival
skills are taught to all primary
school pupils as part of their
physical education (PE) lessons.

“Locally, such programimes are
only available in selected nation-
al schools.

“Ideally, this basic survival ~
skill should be made available to
all children,” he added.

The father of four boys aged
seven to 14, takes it upon himself
to teach his sons to swim.

Another concerned parentis -
Elisa Leong, 40, who has two
boys aged 12 and 10.

Leong, a former national
swimmer who is now a swim-
ming coach, enrolled her sons
for swimming lessons before
they turned five.

She said many people mistak-
enly believed that swimming or
water safety un.ly applied at
swimming pools

“One has to remember that
water is a big part of our lives.

“At home there are washing
pails, bathtubs and inflatable
pools where young children are
at risk of drowning.

“Let’s not forget when people
travel, they tend to go to beach-
es, rivers, lakes and hotel pools.

“All these places are where
drowning usually oceurs, -

“It is important that water
safety awareness or basic swim-
ming skills are taught to school-
children,” she added.

Inaccessible qublic pools

Leong said access to swim-
ming pools could be hampering
the introduction of this impor=
tant life skill at schools.

“Not many people have access
to swimming pools, unless they
are club members or live in a
condominium.

“Those living in public hous-
ing, landed property and rural
areas woulc}) have little expo-
sure,” she said.

“If more public exposure is to
be given to water safety aware-
ness, it has to start with the easy
availability of public swimming
pools.”

_ She called on local authorities
to look into the maintenance of
their public swimming pools so
that the facility would be accessi-
ble to the public.

“Some public swimming pools
in Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya and
Klang have been closed to the
public — some for over a year —
due to maintenance issues,”
added Leong.

Malaysia Swimming
Federation secretary-general
Andy Low, who is in his early

©
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More measures on
water safety needed

Government has addressed lack of swimming
programmes but pool maintenance still an issue

Geh (left) sharing information on how to prevent drowntng during a
workshop in Penang.

60s, said upkeep of public pools
‘was important as these facilities
could be utilised by schools to
teach the life-saving skill.

“When I was a member of my
school’s swimming club, we
learned how to swim and
trained at the public swimming
pool at Paroi in Seremban, Negri
Sembilan.” he said.

At most public swimming
pools, he said, there would be
students from at least six or
seven schools making use of the
facility for either basic swim-
ming lessons or water safety
courses.

But for this to happen, Low
said clear direction was needed.
These included application

procedures by the respective
schools for pool usage, funding
for instructors and rental fees
as well as frequency and dura-
tion of sessions allowed per

school, added Low.

“Shoplot pools such as those
operated by private swi
schools and mobile pools, which
can be set up and dismantled
according to programme dura-
tion, could be considered.

“It would be ideal if qualified
volunteer instructors could be
roped in to teach for a minimal
fee to cover meals and trans-
port,” he said, adding that retir-
ees from local councils and the
fire hrigade who had experience
in water rescue, could also be
considered.

“Even university students who
could use the volunteer hours
clocked as credit points.”

Lessons and programmes

Malaysia Aquatic Rescue
Association president Dollah
Said, 62, said in 2018, then

Low says the upkeep of public
pools is vital as they can be
utilised by schools to run
swimming lessons.

Education Minister Dr Maszlee
Malik had said swimming would
be introduced as a co-curricular
activity and it would take off
with-schools located near public
swimming pools.

“Many people saw it as good
news,” said Dollah, who is also a
former exco member of
Lifesaving Society Malaysia.

“But no more was heard of the
programme after Maszlee
resigned in 2020.”

He said the Water Activities
Safety Council (MKAA) was
formed in 2016, parked under

Housing and Local Government -

Ministry (KPKT), following
drowning incidents involving
tourists in Johor, Sabah, Sarawak
and Langkawi, Kedah

KPKT's eSERANTA website
stated that in the MKAA draft
plan, among the strategies to be

‘carried out was the compilation



Lack of swimming facilities
can limit public access to
water safety programmes

and swimming lessons. —
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of a data bank consisting of
drowning-related statistics.

“From the data, the council
members were supposedto
decide on which states to target
so that attention can be given
first to the most at-risk groups,”
said Dollah.

- He added that there were also
programimes to teach basic
swimming and water rescue to
school and university students
with the Fire and Rescue
Department as implementing
agency and Education Ministry
and KPKT as strategic partners.

The programme would also
involve private companies com-
ing in as sponsors.

“What we need now is a clear
direction for nationwide imple-
mentation,” he said.

Lifesaving Society past presi-
dent Geh Thuan Tek, 61, who has
been teaching survival swim-
ming, life saving, water safety.
and basic rescue since 1979, is a
member of MKAA.

He recalled that one of the
activities the council had first
organised was a survival swim-
ming, water safety and basic res-
cue course for 33 teachers from
all over Malaysia in 2021.

" The five-day course was at
Kem Tekali in Hulu Langat,
Selangor, after the Covid-19 |
rrénvernent control order was lift-
ed.

The teachers came from
Kedah, Penang, Melaka, Johor,

Students leaming to swim at KLAS Renang in Kuchai Lama, Kuala

Swimming or water safety ddes not only apply at swimming pools,

- syllabus. :
S @

Dollah says a clear direction is
needed for swimmimg to be
included in the national school

Megat Samsul (in swim cap) assisting a member of Diveheart, a
non-profit organisation that teaches scuba diving to the disabled, says
all children should be taught basic water safety and swimming skills.

Sarawak and the Federal
Territories of Putrajaya, Kuala
Lumpur and Labuan.

There were three teachers
from each state, and they were
briefed on dry rescue.

“The idea was that they would
go back to their own states and
pr%mote the programme,” said
Gel

The latest update received
from one teacher in Kuching,

Sarawak, was that she had
organised a one-day programine
for 50 special needs children at
the Aguatic Centre, Kuching
Sports Complex last month.

Attended by parents and
schoaol staff, the objective was to
build water confidence and
teach basic swimming skills.

Six other facilitators from
Sarawak Co-curricular Centre
were also present.

THE STAR

(From left) Malaysia Swimmers and Swimming Coaches Association
president Richmond Ho, vice-president Raymond Ho and Youth and

Sports Minister Hannah Yeoh (right) visiting participants of KLAS

Renang at RNJ Swimming Academy Petaling Jaya branch last year.

pra—

Leona (right), with Kuala Lumpur Sports Council swimming coaches

TN

Shazali Salleh (left) andDaniel Bego, says water safety awareness has

A member of Malaysia Aquatic
Rescue Association
demonstrating a dry rescue
situation using a pole.

Geh, who is also on Royal Life
Saving Society Commonwealth
board of trustees and is a senior
grade-one assessor for
International Certification in
Lifesaving and Lifeguarding,
said MKAA continued to remain
active with the fire department
in carrying out programimes
involving sailors, swimming
clubs, residents associations and
schools.

The last major event, a drown-

ing prevention forum and work-
shop involving 300 participants
from 30 Asean countries includ-
ing Malaysia, took place in May
2023.

Malaysia Swimmers and
Swimming Coaches Association
vice-president Raymond Ho, 34,
said although there was no lack
of fresh talent in terms of com-
petitive swimmers at school
level, not all school swimming
clubs could cater to beginners.

1o start with availability of swimming and basic water survival lessons.

For this group, the most popu-
lar option was to take private
swimming lessons.

However, the cost could be
prohibitive to those from the
lower income group.

“The Basic Sports Training
Skills Programme (KLAS Renang)
to provide swimming lessons for
B40 children by Youth and
Sports Ministry is meant to
address this,” he said.

Ho's company RNJ Swimming
Academy is working with the
ministry to-deliver KLAS Renang
lessons.

With a RM2mil grant from the
ministry, 6,760 children aged six
to 12 have been taught at 55
locations in Kelantan (Kota Baru,
Tanah Merah and Bachok), :
Terengganu (Kuala Terengganu),
Kuala Lumpur, Sabah and
Sarawak. -

Each participant received six
free lessons, a swimsuit and a
pair of goggles sponsored by a
sporting goods retailer.

A majority of the lessons took
place at the academy’s 70
branches.

“To ascertain eligibility, the
parents were required to declare
their income and furnish their
payslips and bank statements at
the registration stage,” said Ho,
who hopes KLAS Renang will
continue after Chinese New Year.

An Education Department
spokesperson, when contacted
on the introduction of swimming
lessons in school, said it was
waiting for further action from
the Education Ministry.

Kuala Lumpur Fire and Rescue
Department head of public safe-
ty awareness programme Roshdi
Fitri Roslan said schools wanting
to organise water safety aware-
ness talks and training could
seek its help.

Headmasters are advised to
contact the nearest station for
enquiries.



By JAROD LIM
jarodlim@thestar.com.my

TRADERS at Pasar Raja Bot,
Chow Kit, Kuala Lumpur, who
are expected to relocate to the

new market building, had a rude.

shock when they discovered a
hike in their licence fees.

They were also upset that they
have to pay rental and mainte-
nance fees for their stall at the
new building that could amount
to a few hundred ringgit each
month.

Persatuan Penjaja-Penjaja dan
Peniaga-Peniaga Kecil Kawasan
Chow Kit chairman Yuesnaedy
Idrus, who is also known as Ady,
said hawkers and traders had
complained about this.

“Previously, we did not have
to pay stall rental and mainte-
nance fees.

“We understand that in order

to benefit from the facilitiesof

the new building, we have to
pay for maintenance, but the
stall rental is too high.

“Many traders complained
about the high charges,” he said,

hoping that Kuala Lumpur City

Hall (DBKL) would .reduce the
stall rental rate.

Ady said previously, he only
paid RM240 as the annual
licenice fee after a 50% discount
by DBKL.

Now, in addition to Lhat, he
would have to pay RM450 a
month for stall rental and RM50
for monthly maintenance.

“What if traders have a few
stalls? It could amount to a few
thousand ringgit.”

Ady said the association sent a
letter requesting DBKL to reduce
the stall rental by up to 70%.

“We are supposed to move to
the new building but we will not
relocate if the traders don't
accept the fees and stall rental
rates imposed by DBKL.”

A total of 1,477 stall owners at
the existing market would be
relocated to a new premises
huilt next door under Phase IT of
the redevelopment of Pasar Raja
Bot project.

The new multistorey market
complex has facilities such as
lifts and loading bay.

Association adviser Lee Chick
King said traders occupying
stalls would also have to make a
one-off payment for stall collat-
eral.

“We are hoping that DBKL can
collect the collateral later.

“Forking out stall rental, main-
tenance and licence fee is a huge
sum for traders and it will be
difficult to cope,” he said, adding

: licence fees is between RM120

Chow Kit market traders -
ocked by huge fee hike

Traders ask DBKL to reduce stall rental at new bundmg by 70%

Ady says the association has sent
- aletter to DBKL requesting a
reduction in stall rental fee, and

- says traders will not relocate if
they do not agree with new fees
and rates.

that he had to pay RM1,550 for a
3m x 3m stall to sell dry goods.
A DBKL spokesperson said in
a statement that the licence fee
rate charged on the licence hold-
ers or stall owners was subject
to the Licensing of Markets
(Federal Territory of Kuala
Lumpur) By-laws 2016.

e fee, as stated in the
by-laws, is charged bhased on the:
types of spaces and products
sold in the market building. =

“The increase in the licence
fee is due to the cancellation of
Markets (Federal Territory of
Kuala Lumpur) By-laws 1984,
which the issuance of theold
licence fee was basedon.

“The difference in rates of

and RM300 depending on the
types of spaces and produce sold.
at the new market building.”
DBKL cited the example of
how a trader selling fish would
be charged RM480 annually
under the 1984 by-laws whereas
under the 2016 by-laws, the rate
would be RM780, a RM300

II'be cumpleted S00N. — Filepic

the traders move to the new:
market building.

“Those affected by the réfoca-
tion will enjoy a six-month
exemptionin stall rental from

February until July,” he said.
THE STAR
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']‘_'hls, however, does nnt
~ include the 50% discount that

increase in the licence fee. - LI
~ The annual licence fee for a
(indoor or outdoor) stall vendor
selling fish, vegetables and fruits
that was previously RM240,
wuu.ld now increase to RM360.

DBKL is offering stall owners.
The DBKL spokesperson also

said the 50% discount on the

licence fee would continue after




CITY-CLEANING sub-contrac-
tors hiring foreign workers
must register their employees
with Social Security
Organisation (Socso) and obtain
insurance for them.

Federal Territories Solid
Waste Management and Public
Cleansing Corporation
(SWCorp) director Ummi
Kalthum Shuib said sub-con-
thactor companies supplying
foreign workers for dirty, dan-
gerous and difficult jobs should
ensure these two requirements
were met.

“Sub-contractor companies
must ensure their employees,
especially foreign workers,
have both Socso and insur-
ance,” she said at a press con-
ference after presenting man-
darin oranges and ang pow to
Alam Flora workers at the

City cleaners mu _‘_' |

Kepong DAP Service Centre in
Kuala Lumpur together with
Kepong MP Lim Lip Eng.

Lim also called on the
sub-contractors to improve
their protection for wnrkers’
welfare.

“According to‘Malaysian_law,
cumi}:anies must register their
workers with Socso and provide
insurance.”

Accordi.ng to the Socso web-
site, effective Jan 1, 2019,
employers who hire foreign
workers must register their
employees with Socso and con-
tribute to the Employment
Injury Scheme under the
Employees” Sm:ial Security Act
1969 (Act 4).

A total of 173 Alam Flora

'budy ufvjlstq."‘Mé

- Alam Flora workers in recognl

received. 5f'hiox andarln
oranges ani
rangm Kall‘ialrl;.tgtl sa.id the

cleaners were the unsung
heroes of the il

“l am thi tu Lim for
haying such a programme and
urge the public to also keep the
city clean,” he said. )

Lim said this was the third *© |
time he had given goodiesto

tion and gratitude for their
efforts to keep Kepong clean.

“I also hope this will encour-
age other parties to appreciate
those who keep the city clean,”

D LIM L

Lim (second om rtght) and Umrni Khaltum (in white) presenting
he said. — By]

mandarin omnges and ang pow to Alam Flora workers
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PBT perlu laksana kaedah zomng elak kedal sensmf tidak beradadi kawasan perumahan

darirumah

‘Premls

Oleh I(HAIRI.IL ubHD.Au

ISKANDAR Wmt Premls'

hiburan seperti spa, karaol:g
dan lain-lain akan ditempatkan
dalam lokasi berjauhan daripada

kawasan perumahan atan kam-
pung bagi memberikan situasi

menang-menang kepada semua
pihak.

Pengerusi Jawatnnkuasa Pe-
-rumahan dan Kerajaan Tem

tan Johior, Datuk Mohd/ JamtMd,

Shukor berkata, pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT) telah digesa un-
tuk melaksanakan kaedah pe-
ngezonan premis tersebut.
Katanya, langkah sedemikian

mendapat sokongan polis kera-
na memudahkan mereka untuk

membuat pemantauan dan seba-
gainya.

“Beberapa tahun !aluﬁdl Kl.f

lai, kita berdepan satu masalah
apabila premis spa beroperasi di

kawasan berhampiran peruma- .
g jadi

han dan kampung,kam
banyak aduan diterima dari
penduduk.

“Bagi melakukan penam-
bahbaikan, kita laksana kaedah

‘zoning' dengan mengumpulkan

premis-premis sedemikian un-
tuk beroperasi di kawasan ter-

tentu. Maksudnya premis spa
dan karaoke tidak beroperasi se-
cara bersepah di kawasan peru-
mahan, kampung-kampung atau
berhampiran sekolah,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian: ke:
pada pemberita selepas me-
wakili kemlaan negeri menerima
sumbangan SWM Environment
untuk disalurkan kepada 750 ke-

turut memberitahu, plhaknya
telah menggesa kesemua 16 PBT
di negeri ini untuk memperkasa
operasi melibatkan premis’ per-

_ niagaan yang dikendalikan warga

asing.

“PBT di Johor tidak pernah
mengeluarkan lesen membenar-
kan warga asing untuk berniaga,
malah jika ada warga tempatan
yang menggunakan nama mere-
ka untuk membenarkan warga
asing berﬂiaga tindakan batal
]esenbolehd!amhli katanya.

' Ujar Mohd. Jafni, semua PBET
perlu  menubuhkan pasukan
khas untuk turun ke lapangan

: bagi menyemak perniagaan yang

KOSMO
Tarikn:1..d.. FRR..2024.

clﬂa]ankan warga asing.
"‘Perka:a ini perlu dilakukan

~ untuk membela peniaga-peniaga

daripada terus



“Usaha perangi rasuah, perbaiki
indeks global perlu sokongan rakya

® Sepanjang 13 bulan lalu, SPRM merekodkan kejayaan ® Bagi meningkatkan pencapaian indeks di sektor utamz
menyiasat isu rasuah berprofil tinggi membabitkan kerajaan, sektor korporat dan institusi penyelidikan
pemimpin politik dan bekas pemimpin dipercayai seharusnya menjalankan kajian indeks bagi
menyalahgunakan kedudukan ketika mentadbir negara memahami realiti sedang berlaku terhadap sektor utam:

bhrencana@bh.com.my
Rasuah
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Navigating the boundaries of workplace monrtormg

EMPLOYEE-MONITORING
practices have surged in recent
years due to the Covid-19
pandemic. Driven by the need to
pursue greater efficiency and

security, employers are turning to
different surveillance metheds to
gzl]( employee actMﬁes, but is this

The legal tightrope of workplace

monitoring :
While the law generally allows for
such monitoring, there are circum-

z In Malaysia, the Personal Data

Protection Act of 2010 (PDPA) guides.
data handling for commercial
transactions but wlthout specific
directives on

privacy.
Section 6(3) of the PDPA
_hlghlights three cundltlons for

© There must be a valld reason
dlrectty linked to the employer’s

0 Processing the data should be
necessary for that reason.

© The data collected should be
appropriate and not excessive for

that purpose.
Thus,  recording ~ phone
conversations, accessing emails and

text messages, or using CCTV for
monitoring is allowed so long as it
meets these criteria. But where such
monitoring inadvertently captures
sensitive information such as health
status, pol
offences, handling such data must
meet certain PDPA criteria,

-including obtaining explicit consent
if the

from the employee,
circumstances are necessary, of if

the employee has deliberately made

the information public.

Whereis the line?

In the absence of legislation on work-

place pitvacy, navigating employer

monitoring can be complex —
what extent can employers rnon[tof

itical beliefs or alleged|

private conversations on company-
provided devices?

Does content posted on personal
social media accounts fall under the
purview of employer scrutiny?

fired?

While employers typically do not
control employees'activities outside
work, there are exceptions when
personal conduct intersects with
professional representation.

It is now common for people to
mention where they work on their

~social media profiles, and just

stating this does not mean
everything you share is tied to your
workplace. However, this link to
your employer can make personajd;
r
given how easily such information is
accessible online.

If you post something

controversial on your personal
account that inadvertently drags

your employer into a social media

conflict, your employer may dismiss
you if the misconduct is “severe” e,
when  your actions, after
investigation, have been found to
seriously damage the trust and
good faith between you and the
company.

The upshot

The comments above underscore
how employers may access aspects of
their empioyées' personal lives, and
without clear-cut boundaries, employ-
ees must be mindful of their words
and actions as accountability starts at
the source.

However, if the individual believes
they have been unfairly dismissed,
they should seek legal counsel to
understand the proper procedure and
timeline for seeking reinstatement
and compensation.

This article is contributed
~ by Cheam Yean Quen
of Chnsto’:heré Lee O
(www.christopherleeong.com).
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