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Cultural performances highlight of Deepavali

celebration

MBST's Deepavali ion included d:

SOME 1,500 people attended the Deepavali celebration hosted by Subang Jaya City
Council (MBS)) at Dewan Serbaguna MBS) Batu 14, Puchong, Selangor

Guests at the event comprised people from various communities and residents.

Also present were Kinrara assemblyman Ng Sze Han, Seri Serdang assemblyman Abbas
Salimmi Che Adzmi@Azmi and Subang Jaya mayor Datuk Amirul Azizan Abd Rahim

Highlights included various artistic and cultural performances from the Indian
community as well as special food and beverages offered to guests
The celebration also saw a lucky draw, offering a variety of prizes

In a statement, MBSJ Corporate and Strategic Management Department said it
remained committed to assisting and celebrating the city’s community while
strengthening bonds of cultural diversity.

Children charming guests with their fashion show at the MBP) Deepavali celebration

This was in line with the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals {SDGs),
specifically SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

Elsewhere. Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ) hosted a similar Deepavali celebration
attended by 300 members of its staff.

Petaling Jaya mayor Mohamad Zahri Samingon attended the dinner held at the MBPJ
Banquet Hall in Jalan Yong Shook Lin

MBP)J's Corporate Communications Unit said in a statement that the Deepavali
celebration was one of its initiatives aimed at strengthening the spirit of unity and
cooperation among staff through a celebration filled with camaraderie and cultural
elements

In addition to providing an opportunity to foster closer ties, the event also served to
honour the council's Indian staff for their dedication and commitment in ensuring the
delivery of quality services in Petaling Jaya.

The event included a fashion show and talent showpiece by children from MBPJ
Children's Mind Development Centre, a traditional Bharathanatyam dance performance
and a Silambam martial arts demonstration

Guestswere also treated to Indian delicacies such as biryani, pani puri and idiyappam

THE STAR ONLINE
TARIKH: 02 DISEMBER 2024
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Warga emas 78 tahun peserta
tertua larian SJMC
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Peserts SIMC Run 2024 - Diabetes Dash: Empowering Steps to Weliness’ memulakan larian di Mediplex, SJMC
pada Ahad
SUBANG JAYA - Seorang warga emas berusia 78 tahun yang juga peserta tertua
program Subang Jaya Medical Center (SJMC) Run 2024 - 'Diabetes Dash:
Empowering Steps to Wellness' membuktikan kemampuan menghabiskan larian
sejauh tiga kilometer (km)

Datuk kepada tujuh cucu itu, Ng Ah Kow berkata, penglibatan aktif dan konsisten
menyertai acara lanan sejak 38 tahun lalu memberi kelebihan kepadanya untuk
kekal bertenaga pada usia menginjak lapan dekad

298 SKM . UKV . 2TKM
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Ah Kow merupakan peserta tertua dalam program S.MC Run 2024 - Disbetes Dash: Empowering Steps to Wsliness’

“Paling jauh, saya pernah sertai larian 21km iaitu pada 1991 di Pulau Pinang. Saya
cuma ambil bahagian dan jadikannya sebagai hobi sahaja.

'Untuk larian anjuran SJMC ini, saya telah menyertai sebanyak empat kali
penganjuran sejak 2019," katanya kepada Sinar Harian selepas program
berkenaan di Mediplex, SIMC pada Ahad.

Ah Kow yang berasal dari Seberang Perai, Pulau Pinang itu berkata, dari segi

latihan dia mengamalkan aktiviti berlari atau berjalan laju selama satu jam setiap SlNAR HAR'AN ONLINE
hari
TARIKH: 02 DISEMBER 2024

‘Ada masa saya berjalan sejauh dua atau tiga km untuk membeli makanan. Itu
sasaran saya
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Bryan (tenge sgan knpacks wakll A4D sempana SIMC Run 2024 - Disbetes Dastt Empowering
Stnps w0 Welness' of Medipiex, SUMC pada Ahad

"Sekarang saya hanya sasar 10,000 langkah atau sekurang-kurangnya 6,000
langkah dalam satu hari,” ujamya.

Acara berkenaan dirasmikan oleh Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif SUMC, Bryan Lin

Hadir sama Ketua Pegawai Operasinya, Rachel Woo; Ketua Polis Daerah Subang
Jaya, Asisten Komisioner Wan Azlan Wan Mamat; Ketua Balai Bomba Subang Jaya,
Syed Shahril Anuar Syed Sulaiman serta Ahli Majlis Bandaraya Subang Jaya
(MBSJ), Ir Balachandran Naicker dan Chia Yew Ken.

Bryan (mjuh dari ki) bersama barisan johan SUMC Run 2024 - Disbetes Dash: Empowering Steps to Welness' bagi kaegori SINAR HARIAN ONLINE

26qnui9 peUaig weudnuwbmsu Bpw 5'000 bezeLrs
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Menurutnya, larian berkenaan menekankan kepentingan pencegahan diabetes
sekali gus meraikan ulang tahun ke-39 kecemerlangan penjagaan kesihatan
SJIMC.

"Acara seperti ‘'SIMC Run 2024 - Diabetes Dash: Empowering Steps to Wellness’
menyeriahkan peranan penting senaman tetap dan diet seimbang dalam
pencegahan diabetes.

“Rasa kemasyarakatan juga memainkan peranan penting dalam meningkatkan
kesedaran dan menggalakkan masyarakat untuk mengutamakan kesihatan
mereka dalam memerangi penyakit yang semakin meningkat ini,” kata beliau.

Tambah Bryan, bagi menggandakan usaha memerangi penyakit tersebut,
pihaknya menyumbang peranti pemantauan glukosa berterusan (CGM) dan
glukometer bernilai RM18,000 kepada pesakit kencing manis yang kurang
bemasib baik melalui Action4Diabetes (A4D).

Jelasnya lagi, sumbangan berkenaan mencerminkan bukti dedikasi SIMC dalam
menyokong dan membantu kumpulan tersebut menguruskan keadaan mereka
dengan lebih berkesan.

"Terima kasih kepada semua kerana menyokong kami dalam menyumbang
kepada tujuan yang lebih besar,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Bryan berkata, diabetes menjadi kebimbangan kesihatan utama di
negara ini kerana menjejaskan satu daripada enam orang dewasa, malah
menjelang 2025, jumiah penghidap diabetes boleh mencecah angka 7 juta orang.

“Dengan tema, ‘Diabetes Dash: Empowering Steps ta Weliness, tujuan SIMC
adalah meningkatkan kesedaran dan menggalakkan gaya hidup sihat untuk
mencegah serta mengurus diabetes.

“Pasukan pelbagai disiplin pakar penjagaan kesihatan kami termasuk ahli
endokninologi, pendidik diabetes dan jururawat menyediakan pengesanan awal,
pendidikan dan sokongan untuk membantu individu membuat perubahan positif,”
ujamya.

Beberapa kategori diperkenalkan antaranya 3km larian santai dan perlumbaan
kompetitif sejauh 10km serta 21km.

Pertandingan larian 21km bagi kategori lelaki dimenangi oleh Job Minacho
Kamonde manakala Noor Amelia Musa bagi kategon wanita.

Juara acara veteran lelaki bagi kategori 21km pula diraih Mohd Nazri Ahmad
manakala kategori wanita pula dimenangi Tiffany Lee.

Bagi larian 10km kategori lelaki pula dimenangi oleh Nikos Tai Lee Onn manakala
Pauline Barbet pula mendapat johan bagi kategori wanita.

SINAR HARIAN ONLINE
Tempat pertama bagi kategori veteran lelaki untuk 10km diraih oleh Suresh
Munianday manakala kategori wanita pula diraih oleh June Yap. TARIKH: 02 DISEMBER 2024
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By LEW GUAN Xi :
lewguanxi@thestar.com.my

KUALA Lumpur is working
towards becoming a city with:
minimal waste next year in
conjunction with Malaysia’s
Asean chairmanship. -

Kuala Lumpur City Hall
(DBKL) Health and Environment
Department director Dr Ummi
Ahmad said it was important for
residents to start recycling to
reduce pollution caused by
excessive waste, especially

‘plastics.

She emphasised that this
effort was especially crucial
among youths.

“You are the generation that
will live in the future world.

“So, you have the

: responsibility to make sure that

Malaysia is clean by recycling
and reducing waste.

“As youths, you also have a lot
of energy to come up with inno-
vative ideas to help protect the
environment,” she said during
the closing ceremony of the “Go
Clean KL” programme at Wisma
Eagle Eye in Kuala Lumpur.

Sludents helplng clean lhe streels around Wisma Eagle Eye.

Unum added that details of
the zero-waste city plans would
be announced by Kuala Lumpur
mayor Datuk Seri Maimunah
Mohd Sharif.

The inaugural event, jointly
organised by Goon International
College (GIC) and non-govern-

mental organisation Perm.buhan
Pemuliharaan Nilai Estetika
Kuala Lumpur (PENEKL), was
attended by around 180 students
from the college.

' They cleaned the streets
around Wisma Eagle Eye,
including Lebuh Pudu, Jalan

'Petallng and j’ala.n Tun HS Lee.

- Ummi said the programme

4 should be. continued, as main-

taining cleanliness was not a

short-term issue.

“Some still litter even when
rubbish bins are available.

“Therefore, it is important that
you as students bring this
positive attitude you have today

‘to wherever you go to protect

our environment.
“We also need more sustaina-

: _ bility-focused NGOs to work

with us,” she said.

Also present were GIC chief
executive officer Dr Moorthy
Seelan Perumal and PPNEKL

- president Datuk Ada Poon.

Moorthy said he was

- impressed by the programme’s

participation rate,

‘He felt that the programme
allowed students to raise their
concerns about the
environment.

“It also enhanced relation-
ships between students,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Poon said the
programme was a collaborative
effort between PPNEKL and GIC

to clean up the surrounding
area.

“This is a good start. We call
for more NGOs and government
agencies to step forward and
maintain our city's cleanliness,”
she said.

She also raised concerns about
the distribution of food to the
homeless around the area,
claiming that it could cause
hygiene problems, which in turn
could affect businesses there.

“The waste generated from:
the food residue will negatively
impact the area, which is a tour-
ist spot.

“The authorities have desig-
nated places for NGOs or charity
organisations to distribute food
and daily essentials for the
homeless community.

“Itis important for them to
follow this,” she said.

Among places offering home-
less services in Kuala Lumpur
are Anjung Singgah in Jalan
Hang Lekiu, Medan Tuanku
Homeless Service Centre in
Chow Kit, Anjung Kembara in
Jalan Pahang and Chow Kit
Community Learning Centre.

THE STAR .
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Stories by N. TRISHA
trishang@thestar.com.my

THE ongoing pigeon issue in
Penang has prompted fl.lrﬁle.r -
efforts to raise awareness
about the hirds’ negaﬁve impact
on public health and the
environment.

Penang local gaverrunant, mwn
and country development com-
mittee chairman Jason H'ng said
the authorities had issued notices
to individuals feeding pigeons in
designated areas across the state.

“We conduct pigeon-trapping
operations four tiig:gk awgek =
control their populaﬂon and’ hm
installed signage in various areas.
to discourage feeding.

“So far, 88 operations have

been carried out, resultingin 11

compounds issued to offenders.

“Similar efforts are being
undertaken by Seberang Perai
City Council to cornplemem the
work carried out by Penang
Island City Council (MBPP),” he
said during his winding-up
speech at the Penang State
Assembly sitting atits buildingin
Light Street, George Town. :

Meanwhile, Chee Yeeh Keen
(PH-Bagan Jermal) highlighted the
initiative to reduce carbon emis-
sions through the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and
Penang Green Agenda.

He said in addition to
supporting the adoption of
electric vehicles and its charging
infrastructure, it was important to
prioritise renewable energy,
particularly solar power, asa
sustainable solution:

“A comprehensive study should

THE S 2R

be conducted to assess electricity
gsu?lgq in state government

consumption, solar panels can be
installed to harness renewable
energy efficientl! n{

“This approach aligns with'the
state’s sustainability goals while
addressing energy needs.”

Chee added that the initiative
would allow the state tc:llyeargahy
example and significan uce
electricity costs through the
implementation of a net metering

system, which could also generate

a return on investments from the

“For buildings with high energy

1 _own -—ZHAFA 7

Khlrjohari said as quw 17, the

coverage rate in populated areas
in the state had reached 91.7%.

“As many as 445 out 0f450
communication structure .
transmitter sites have 5G
coverage now.

:wzﬁa&e,ﬂwmm

echanls ms to. dlscourage feeding practlcesr
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 “The rest will be oumpleted
by end of this year,” he said.
Zairil said in addition to 5G

‘was focusing onindoor: nelwnr‘lcs

 in the state.

Aﬁer?enangintemannnal

~ Airport and Setia SPICE Arena

e
Komtar has P
similar coverage on cerfain
floors,” he said.

In another development, state

. agrotechnology, food security and

cooperative development
committee chairman Fahmi
Zainol said the state government,

| Fahml says Penang Agrotech aims
| to explore andintroduce advanced
. _,technulogles to farmers and

~ planters in the state.

ient

up in war against pigeons

State arm introduces severa

through Chief Minister
Incorporated, had established

=% Penang Agrotech Sdn Bhd to

bolster its food security efforts.

He said Penang Agrotech
would be the *main executor:
and coordinator” for policies,
programmes and activities under
his portfolio.

“The company will collaborate
closely with relevant departments
and agencies.

“Itis set to begin full operations
on Jan 1,” he said, adding the.
company’s focus was on reducing
dependence on pesticides and.
chemical-intensive farming
methods.

“Penang Agrotech aims to
explore and introduce advanced
technologies to farmers and plant-
ers in the state.

“We must ensure that Penang
folk have access to safe and
high-quality food products.”

Funding for six out of 93 projects in Penang approved

PENANG applied for federal
funding for 93 state infrastruc-
ture projects but only six
were approved by the Federal
Government, says Penang Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.
He said applications for the
projects were made under the
ﬁﬂhmllmg plan 2025 of the 12th
ian Plan (RMK12).
winding-up speech,

Chow told the state assembly that
Penang had applied for federal
funding for RM17.67hil worth of
projects, including an allocation
of RM2.8hil for 2025.

“Based on a letter from the
Economy Ministry on Oct 18
this year, six projects have been
approved and these total
RM199.14mil,” he said.

“The approved projects include

the redevelopment of Dewan Seri
Pinang and the TYT Gallery at a
cost of RM52mil.

“Another RM61. Zmﬂ was
approved for the construction
of an outfall and structure
to prevent beach erosion at
Batu Ferringhi and Tanjung -
Bungah.

“There are also two pm]ects
involving the construction of a

flyover at Jalan Sultan Azlan
Shah (from Section 9.5 to Section
10) costing RM75mil and the
construction of a field at Sekolah
an Sungai Batu in Teluk

Kumbar, which will cost

RM1.5mil,” he said..

Chow said the other two
projects were the replacement of
a chiller at Kepala Batas Hospital,
costing RM4.4mil, and a water

T"rikh-n
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tank system upgrade and related
works at Balik Pulau Hospital,
costing RM5mil.

“Apart from that, there is one
project a}i!pmved under the -
fourth rolling plan of RMK12 to
build'a health clinic in Bayan
Lepas, which will cost over
RM72.:6mil,” he said.

The state assembly was
adjourned sine die last Thursday.
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Mampu habiskan
larian sejauh tiga
kilometer

Oleh MUKHRIZ MAT HUSIN

SUBANG JAYA'

eograng warga emas.
berusia 78 tahun yang
juga peserta teftua pro-
gram Subang xJaya
Medical Genter (SJME) Run
2024-'Diabetes  Dash:
Empowering Steps to Wellness'
membuktikan ke- g
mampuan meng-
jauh tiga kilometer

‘Datuk kepada
tujuh cucu'itu, Ng
Ah Kow berkata,
penglibatan aktif
dan konsisten me-

kepadanya untuk
kekal bertenaga
pada usia meng-"
injak lapan dekad.
“Paling’ jauh,
saya pernah sertai’
larian 21km iaitu
pada 1991 diPulau = =
Pinang. Sayacuma
* ambil bahagian dan
jadikan sebagai
hobi sahaja.
“Untuk larian
anjuran SJMG ini,
saya telah ‘me-
nyertai sebanyak
empat kali penganjuran: sejak
2019," katanya kepada Sinar
Harian selepas program ber-
kenaan di Medlplex. SIMGC
pada Ahad. J
Ujar Ah Kow yang berasal
dari Seberang Perai, Pulau
Pinang, dari'segi latihan, dia
mengamalkan aktiviti berlari
atau berjalan iaiu selama satu
fam setiap hari. -
“Ada masa saya berjalan

e sl

Warga emas 78 tahun

sejauh dua atau tiga kilometer

untukimembeli n'lakarlan Itu
“Sekarang saya hanya sa-

sar 10,000 langkah atau

sekurang-kurangnya 6,000

langkah

hari," tambahnya.
Acara berkena-

an dirasmikan oleh

‘ ‘BryanLin ol

Maijlis Bandaraya

Subang = Jaya
Balachandran
Naicker dan Chia
Yew Ken.

' Bryan berkata,
penganjuran larian
komuniti sempena
Hari Diabetes
Sedunla berjaya mengumpul-
kan lebih 2,000 peserta. 2

Menurutnya, larian ber-
kenaan menekankan ke-
pentingan pencegahan diabe-
tes sekali gus meraikan ulang
tahun ke-39 kecemerlangan
penjagaan kesihatan SJMC.

“Acara seperti 'SJMC Run
2024- Dlabetes

dalamsatu

Ketua Pegawai
Eksekutif SJMG

(MBSJ),  Ir

Dash:

senaman tetap dan diet se-

imbang dalam pencegahan dia-
betes. :

it yarg: i rarimkat
ini,” tegas beliau. =~

Tambah Bryan, bagi meng-
'gandakan usaha memerangi

glukosa berterusan (CGM) dan

‘glukometer bernilai RM19,000

kepada pesakit kencing manis

yangkumngbernasﬂ:baikme— j

lalui ActiondDiabetes (A4D).
* Jelasnya, sum ber-

bangan
kenaan mencerminkan bukti’

dedikasi SJUMC ‘dalam me-

' 'nyokong ' dan membantu

kumpulan tersebut mengurus-

‘kan keadaan mereka dengan

lebih berkesan.

Bryln(tn]ulﬂhﬂ bumbuhm
e mmwm1mm

~ “Terima kasih kepada se-

a larian SJMC

mmwwm

Puuhs;llcmm Dh.bets Empowmngsups
mmuhhnmﬂmmmwdam

meningkatkan kasedamn dan ole a.lpb,;
untuk mencegah serta meng- ‘iﬁatéﬁbﬂ Wa’hrl:a‘ i
urus cﬁabeiﬂs Selain itu, johan acara vete-

menjadi keblmbangan ke-
ihatan utama di negaraini ke—

T e R 5 JUh futalorng.
Bryan (tengah) menyampaikan mhnpnhpuda wakil A4D “Dengan tema, ‘Diabetes
umq;:rm 'smc Run 2024 - Diabetes Dash: Empowering su;ps to Dash: Empowering Steps to
Wﬂﬂcmm Wellness’, tujuan SUMC adalah

“Pasukan pelbagai dlsuplm
pakar penjagaan kesihatan
kami termasuk ahli endokrino-

logi, pendidik diabetes dan ju- -

rurawat menyediakan pe-
ngesanan awal, pendidikan dan
sokongan untuk. membantu
individu membuat perubahan
positif,” ujamya.

Beberapa kategori diper-
kenalkan, antaranya 3km larian
santai dan perlumbaan kompe-
titif sejauh 10km serta 21km.

Pertandingan larian 21km
bagi kategori lefaki dimenangi

ran lelaki bagi kategori 21km
diraih oleh Mohd Nazri Ahmad
manakala kategori wanita pula
dimenangi oleh Tiffany Lee.

Sementara itu, juara bagi
larian bagi 10km kategori lelaki
dimenangi oleh Nikos Tai Lee
Onn manakala Pauline Barbet
pula mendapat johan bagi ka-
tegori wanita.

Tempat pertama bagi kate-
gori veteran lelaki untuk 10km
diraih oleh Suresh Munianday
manakala kategori wanita pula
diraih oleh June Yap.

SINAR HARIAN
Tarikh: U?HECZUM
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Monsoon season turbulent |

time for street hawkers -

# Vendors complainof doWnpours spoiling prepared food,
storms damaging tents and delivering orders inheavy rain

IB‘_IJK!{é,_ERm

daily.com

KUALA LUMPUR: The monsoon season
has brought persistent thunderstorms,
heavy rains and strong winds o urban and .
rural areas, and the Meteorological
Department’s forecast predicts persistent
rain and thunderstorms. e Qi
 Street hawkers who depend on their
roadside stalls for livelihood are greatly
affected by the poor weather conditions.

Devi Bala Manugara, 42, who operates a
food stall in Brickfields under a tent, said
heavy rain often spoils the food she prepares
for sale, leaving her with no choice but to
discandits S HEE st L= A 1l

“Sometimes, we have to hold onto our
tents to stop them from flying off in strong
winds. It is tough but we have little choice;”

Lee said a pressing issue for hawkers is the lack of proper shelter, and alt
protection, the association faces financial and logistical constraints iniim

monsoan season as, unlike restaurants with
proper roofs, hawkers rely on temporary
setups that can barely withstand the weather.

“It is not easy but we do our best to serve
evetycme.eveninthamin.mmaninmme.'

‘Another stall owner, who operates in Shah

Alam and asked to be known as Samsiah, 49, .
said one of her tents was seriously damaged -

during a recent rainstorm.. |
“When such things happen, Lam unable

to operate my stall, which means I have no -

income for a few days. I hope the
government would give us a permanent
place to operate from.” fG i
In Budget 2025, Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim said RM100 million would be
allocated to build better facilities for hawkers
and petty traders, aiming to enhance their
working conditions by providing improved
infrastructure and reducing rental costs.

g ol o o A mgl sk g

creating  to create sheltered spaces. However, p

 and ¢

wg

_ authorities. 3
. “There are no programmes or efforts made

holds
il

covered stalls or wat
plementing such solutions. - AMIRU

financial aid or organise programmes to
support hawkers during challenging periods.

“Associations traditionally do not provide
direct financial aid or funding to hawkers, We
might step in during emergencies, helping
with financial assistance to belp cover
medical needs or education for the children of

Hawkers operating in indoor markets
managed hy local councils have fixed rental
rates that will not be reduced
weather conditions whereas night market
organisers sometimes offer reduced daily
rental charges during bad weather as a small
reliefto help hawkers sustain operations.

Lee said hawkers must save money during
good times o sustain themselves when times

are bad.

" “They work tirelessly, knowing that any
day could bring challenges such as rain or
wind. Personal savings are their backup”

He said one pressing issue for hawkers is
the lack of proper shelter, and although
covered stalls or waterproof canopies could
provide - much-needed protection,  the
association faces financial and logistical
constraints in implementing such solutions.

“We need to collaborate with local councils

TORTess
has been slow due to limited interest from

to help hawkers promote their businesses
through digital platforms. This is an area that
great potential for future development
hawkers could benefit from wider
and access to online customers.”

as many
exposure
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# Status of Malaylanguage
enshrinedinFederal
Constitutionandusein
official matters mandated,
says expert -

W BY QJRANA NABILLA MOHD RASHIDI

PETALING JAYA: Bilingual signboards in
are in line with the Advertisement By-Laws
(Federal Territories) 1982 and the Local

Gmsa?: 1976, and should not be

They were responding to Tourism, Aris
and Culture Minister Datuk Seri Tiong King
Sing, who with enforcement of
bilingual signboard regulations by Kuala
‘Lumpur City Hall, stating that it has
caused dissatisfaction and created negative
perceptions among tourists.

Tiong was reacting to a large-scale
operation last Thursday in Segambut, Pudu
and jalan Silang in Kuala Lumpur targeting
signboards that do not feature the Malay
language or were not bilingual. )

Linguistic expert Prof Emeritus Datuk Dr
Nik Safiah Karim said efforts should focus
on strengthening the role of the national

e

A
Rozaimah said the sovereignty,

rt for Cit
on non-bilingual si

language rather than .uvanvdmommbdaiﬁ:g .. adh

(Federal Territories) 1982 and the Local

tourists as this is essential for preserving
national identity and unity. 2
“Tourists  generally undérstand and
respect each country’s rules and regulations
regarding the use of their national language
on signboards. As long as sufficient
information is provided in English to aid
navigation, there should be no issue;” she said.
Nik Safinh added that the National
Policy is clear and has been in
place for a long time, yet it is still not being

_*I support signboards in the national
language with some bilingual elements for
the benefit of foreign tourists. I urge all parties
ts?wb:aimd. of the policy and to respect it"

UITM Academy of Language Studies

Centre for Malay Language Studies head Dr
Rozaimah Rashidin said criticism by the
minister regarding signboards does not need
1o be politicised.

She noted that every local authority has
established laws and regulations, and such
issues should be handled with care and tact.

“The status of the Malay language as the
national and official language is enshrined in
Article 152 of the Federal Constitution,
which mandates its use in official matters,
including public displays such as road signs,
noticeboards and public information boards,”
she said. ’ < Tl

Rozaimah explained that enforcement by
City Hall aims to ensure business premises

3L el o
of the Malay lanquagé'

Hall action

/

nboards

f

ere to the ement By-Laws
Gavernment Act 1976.

“Are signboards  emphasising = the
national  language  truly  creating
dissatisfaction and negative perceptions
among tourists? Comprehensive surveys or
studies considering tourist feedback are
needed to substantiate such claims.

dialects, other languages and ethnic tongues,
represents unique cultural elements that the
ministry itself should highlight as part of

s tourism products, underscoring

‘Malaysia’
that ‘language is the soul of the nation]®

she said. 15
She emphasised that the sovereignty of the
Malay language must be upheld without
sidelining other languages in the country.
~ “Current regulations do not negatively

‘impact tourist perceptions of Malaysia’s

inclusiveness if enforced firmly. Prioritising
the national language highlights the Malay
language as a cultural symbol, offering
tourists a meaningful and authentic
experience that fosters deeper engagement
with Malaysia's rich and diverse heritage”
Rozaimah said in cultural preservation,
language is the most accessible asset to
symbolise and sustain a community’s
heritage. ;
“Tourism industry players incorporating
the Malay language and other local languages
into their offerings adopt a smart strategy to

preserve cultural heritage.”






