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Weather, traffic issues delay flood mitigation

project in Puchong

MEGAT SYAHAR

Lee says project is expected to be completed in the first quarter of this year. — Filepic/THE STAR

THE flood mitigation project along Damansara-Puchong Highway (LDP) near 101 Mall,
Puchong, Is delayed again.

Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ) Zone 16 coundillor Lee Jen Uyin said that while work
was ongoing, progress had been hindered by weather conditions and traffic
management issues,

These factors had restricted the contractors’ working hours.

"It is estimated to be completed within the first quarter of this year;” she told StarMetro.

Chew Ru Xuan, who is press secretary to Kinrara assemblyman Ng 5ze Han, said the
project was estimated to reach 75% completion by this month.

“Ng will provide the updates in an upcoming announcement,” she said when contacted.

The project had been plagued by several delays and was supposed to be completed last
month.

The RM5.7mil cost is being borne by IOl Corporation Bhd, highway concessionaire
Litrak and Subang Jaya City Council (MBS)).

The project was announced on Nov 5, 2023, following a series of flash floods that saw
the mall's carpark and lower floor submerged under 0.3m of water.

It was reported on March 18 last year that the project, which was initially scheduled to
be completed the month before, had been delayed to October due to realignment of a
pipe passing beneath the highway.

On Sept 2, it was announced that the project had been delayed until December to allow
for the completion of the jacking excavation work beneath the LDP. — By MEGAT
SYAHAR

08000 -«

THE STAR ONLINE
TARIKH: 03 JANUARI 2025

oo [



Tl Star

E M StarPlus MNews Asean+ ESG Business Sport Lifestyle Food Tech Education Opinion Videos Photos StarPicks

Home < Community Jottings Crime KL Ec

==

Town hall sessions with MBSJ tops wish list

JADE CHAN

Residents want MB5J to be more proact on the level of and
upkeep of infrastructure. — Filepic

HAVING regular town hall sessions to gather feedback and update local residents on
ongoing matters is at the top of residents’ wish list this year for Subang Jaya City
Council (MBS)).

“MBS)J should revive its town hall meetings to listen to residents and taxpayers'
concerns,” said Theresa Ratnarn Thong, adding that the city council had these sessions
when she was a councillor between 2008 and 2010.

Theresa, a 5517, Subang Jaya resident, said she would like MBSJ to be more proactive
and conduct Inspections on the level of cleanliness and upkeep of roads, drains and
other infrastructure in both housing and commercial areas.

She said MBS should relocate its recycling centre at the 5517 playground to a more
conducive location, as it now resembled a waste management centre.

Theresa wants the recycling centre at $517 playground

relocated

“This matter was brought up several times, with alternative locations suggested to the
relevant council departments and councillor,” she said.

Paramjit Singh, who resides and manages a business in Bandar Puteri Puchong, said
town halls were necessary to include input from business operators affected by
development projects intheir areas.

“From a resident’s perspective, | want to see improved waste management services,
stricter enforcement onillegal dumping as well as more sustainable development with

green spaces or pocket parks in residential and commercial areas.

"There is a need for better pedestrian and bicycle pathways to encourage foot traffic

and integration with public transport systems,” said Paramjit.
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The lack of maintenance and unsatisfactory services concerning piles of uncollected rubbish need to be
addressed
From a business operator’s perspective, he said MBSJ should be quicker in responding
to online complaints and finding a way to reduce repeated complaints on the same
issues,

“The city council should improve its licence renewal process as well as provide clarity
and flexibility in zoning and licensing regulations.

“MBS)J should also simplify and digitalise all its application and renewal processes for
businesses in the city,” he added.

Tan says existing upgrading work is not up to standard.

USJ3/4 Rukun Tetangga chairman YY Tan said the recreational fields in his housing area
needed to be upgraded and refreshed with new soil.

“MBSJ should provide new bins for residential properties and allocate large roll-on, roll-
off bins for residents to dispose of furniture, especially during festive seasons.

“The city coundil also needs to monitor and better manage rubbish collection and

cleaning services. THE STAR ONLINE
“The existing work is not up to the standard as drains are hardly clean, landscape waste TARIKH: 03 JANUAR' 2025

hardly cleared and domestic waste sometimes uncollected,” he said.

Tan added that there was also a need for more comprehensive tree maintenance as well
as proper road resurfacing works.
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By JADE CHAN
jade@thestar.com.my

HAVING regular town hall ses-
sions to gather feedback and
update local residents on ongo-
iNg matters is at the top of resi-
dents’ wish list this year for
Subang Jaya City Council (MBS]).
“MBS] should revive its town
hall meetings to listen to resi-
dents and taxpayers’ concerns,”
said Theresa Ratnam Thong, add-

sessions when she was a council-
lor between 2008 and 2010. i3

Theresa, a $517, § g Jaya
resident, said she would like
MBS] to be more proactive and
conduct inspections on thi level
of cleanliness and upkeep of -
roads, drains and other infra-
structure in both housingand
commercial areas. - :

She said MBS] should relocate
its recycling centre at the 5517
playground to a more conducive
location, as it now resembled a
waste management centre.

“This matter was brought up
several times, with alternative
locations suggested to the rele-
vant council departments and.
councillor,” she said.

Paramjit Singh, who resides
and manages a business in
Bandar Puteri Puchong, said
town halls were necessary to
includeinput from business
operators affected by develop-
ment projects in their areas. ’

“From a resident’s perspective,
I'want to see improved waste
management services, stricter
enforeement on illegal dumping
as well as more sustainable
development with green spaces
or pocket parks in residential
and commercial areas,

“There is a need for better
pedestrian and bicycle pathways:
10 encourage foot traffic and inte-
gration with public transport sys-
tems,” said Paramijit.

From a business operator’s
perspective, he said MBS] should
be guicker in responding to
online'complaints and finding a
way to reduce repeated com-
plaints on the same issues.

“The city council should
improve ifs licence renewal pro-
cess as well as provide clarity
and flexibility in zoning and
licensing regulations.

Town

ing that the city council had these

Tan says existing upgrading work
is not up to standard.

“MBS] should also simplify and
digitalise all its application and.
renewal processes for husinesses
in the city,” he added.

US]3/4 Rukun Tetangga chair-
man YY Tan said the recreational
fields in his housing area needed
to be upgraded and refreshed
with new soil. i

“MBS] should provide new
bins for residential properties:
and allocate large roll-on, roll-off
bins for residents to dispose of
furniture, especially during
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Theresa wants the recycling centre

at S817 playground relocated,

festive seasons.

“The city council also needs to
monitor and better manage
rubbish collection and cleaning
services. ;

“The existing work is not up to

the standard as drains are hardly

clean, landscape waste hardly
cleared and demestic waste
sometimes uncollected,” he said.
Tan added that there was also
a need for more comprehensive
ree maintenance as well as
proper road resurfacing works.
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of uncollected rubbish need to be ad
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Residents want
. MBSJto be
more proactive
and conduct
inspections
on the level
of cleanliness
and upkeep of
infrastructure.
— Filepic
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| ithas identified high-impact

| section at ]a]an Pandan Indah

Report by AIDA AHMAD, CY LEE, EDWARD RAJENDRA

council in Selangor has mapped
out plans to meet goals set out
for the next 12 months.
These plans are nec&sary to
realise objectives, especially with
the state government embarking
on ideas prioritising sustainable
development and improved ser-

vices for 2025, which'is a]suVisi

Selangor Year.
The unpruvememsm qul

- couneil serviogsiaalhthemnref"?

across the state.

Ampang Jaya council
Ampang Jaya  Municipal - ;

Council (MPA]) is gearing up"t

for an exciting year ahead as

projects that drive sustainahle
development.
. One ofitis to address trafﬁc

cungmunn in the municipality.
‘The construction of a new

bridge and upgrading the inter-
and Jalan Pandan Mewah in

Pandan Indah is one such effort.

The project is expected to sig-
nificantly improve traffic flow
for residents, MPA] said ina
media statement. ;

lTlSthenewyearandeachlocal :

Safetymeasxmmluﬂyareas =

are also a priority as the council

plans to instal landslide monitor-

ing systems at key locations,
including at Jalan Wangsa 3,
Taman Bukit] a, Jalan Bunga
Melati 1, jalan Mega 3 and Jalan
Mega 5'in Bukit Anl

Targeted for completion this
year, the project is MPAJ’s plan to
mitigate risks and protect resi-
dents in vilnerable areas.

MPAJ will also be placing 100
recycling bins across the muniei-
pality as part of its efforts to pro-
mote sustainability:

This will be supported hy a
Drive-Thru Recycling Centre
(Adtrec) at Masjid Al-Ubudiah in
Taman Tasek Tambahan to make
recycling more accessible as well
as encourage residents to adopt

f dP“its@e&:-ﬁfeﬁﬂly ti-
atives, such as plogging and com-
munity river dean—ups, Trash to
Cash programme, used 1
oil collection points and e-waste
drop-offs, would also continue.

Meanwhile, tourism develop-
ment in Ampang is set to receive
a significant boost with a plan
to establish the Gombak-Hultl
Langat (GHL) Geopark
Exploration Centm at the MPA]
Convention Centre in Taman
Melawati, Selangor.

Tourism Selangor launched
GHL Geopark as the first national
geopark in the state on Nov 16.

SHALINI RAVIN

RAN, SHEILA ¢

1 expidraﬂdn cenﬁ'eis i
expected to showcase the rich

' geologlcal and cultural heritage

of the geopark..
It will also serve asia platform

-.to promote local geo-communi-

ties and products.

There are also plans to
upgrade the landscaping at
Bukit Ampang’s open spaces to
enhance its tourist :]i!peal.

In 2025, MPAJ is t to
energise the community with a
lineup of exciting programmes
and events that bring people
together.

Sports enthusiasts can gear up.
for thrilling activities like the

THE STAR
03 JAN 2025
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f _Mountam Bike Challenge, annual
- Geopark Ampang Jaya nght Run.
- Geopark Ampang Jaya Trail

£ -and football tournaments.

Selayang Munimpal Council
(MPS) has allocated RM239mil in
t, prioritising man-

~ agement expen iture to strength-
~ enand consolidate its operations.

- MPS pmdentshahman 3
- Jalaludin said that out of the bal-

- anced budget, a total of

mil would be allocated
ority works, such as urban

aning (RM21.5mil), solid waste
llection (RM29.5mil), park and

~ recreation maintenance

(RMB.3mil), drain construction
(RM7.15mil) and tree felling and
pruning (RM3mil).
_ The money will also go g
. towards street lamp installation

- services (RM600,000) and mainte-

nance (RM800,000), LED light
installation services (RM2.04mil),
security monitoring (RM1.2mil)
and infrastructure service facili-
ties (RM2mil).

He said that based on feedback
from the assessment hike objec-
tion hearing session held last
year, matters raised by taxpayers
were related to-municipal servic-
es such as solid waste manage-
ment, stray dogs, illegal rubbish
dumping as well as incomplete
basic facilities such as public
halls, community centres and
recreational areas.
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As for the stray dog issue, MPS
would add more lorries to its cur-
rent fleet as well as manpower to
tackle the logistics aspect of its
wild dog unit, he said.

“We will also work with other
agencies including a public uni-
versity and non-governmental
organisations (NGO) to think of
humane ways to catch strays,
and build a shelter for feral dogs
and cats,” he added. g

To a question on how MPS
would use the RM26mil revenue
from the 25% increased assess-
ment tax rate, Shahman said,
“Ratepayers who pay their
assessment in full will receive
free domestic rubbish bins.

“We also plan to improve and
upgrade rubbish collection cen-
tres in stratified areas, which
have a big population.”

He said MPS planned to
increase the number of
closed-circuit television (CCTV)
cameras in the municipality to
tackle illegal rubbish dumping
and monitor potholes in hotspot
areas.

“With revenue from assess-
ment tax, we will have more
CCTV cameras installed at rub-
bish dumping and crime hot-
spots,” he said.

According to Shahman,

2025 will see meet-and-greet
meetings with taxpayers (hari
turun padang) as a major event.

“Our approach is to meet with
residents to listen to their con-
cerns about urgent infrastructure
that need fixing.

“We will find two or three plac-
es with unresolved issues and
resolve the problems with rele-
vant agencies,” he elaborated.

Artist impression of the three-storey bus terminal Iﬁ‘éybeliaya.

Taman Bayu Perdana in Bandar Parklands, Klang, faces flash floods during downpours due to clogged drains.

Petaling Jaya council

Petaling Jaya will see signifi-
cant upgrades in 2025 with
RM28mil allocated for improving
public infrastructure and
‘facilities.

Among the targeted areas to
improve the city’s liveability are
roads, drainage systems, street
lamps and green spaces.

Mayor Mohamad Zahri
Samingon said Petaling Jaya City
Council (MBP]) intended to
address community needs based
on feedback from residents and
couneillors.

“We want to improve the .
quality of our public services,”
he'said.

Planned upgrades include
drainage works at Jalan PJU3/22
and part of Jalant PJU3/27, while a
new project will see drainage
and drain cover maintenance
taking place at 18 zones across
the city.

Street lamps at Jalan SS3/5,
Jalan S53/14 in SS3, Jalan Pasar
1/21 in Section 1, Jalan 51A/219
and Jalan 51A/225 in Section 51A
are to be upgraded too.

MBPJ has also allocated
RM3.9mil for the improvement

of sports facilities, walkways and
drainage systems at eight open
spaces and two sports fields.

These open spaces are Jalan
BU4/1, Jalan Cecawi 6/19C, Jalan
PJU3/18B, Jalan $523/7, Jalan
$54C/22, Jalan 51A/224 (Flat
Baiduri), Jalan P]53/44 and Jalan
PJS6/3B.

The sports fields are located at
Jalan $52/50 and Jalan SS20/5.

Mohamad Zahri said
RM400,000 was set aside for tree
management in 2025.

“We are taking proactive steps
by managing risky trees at an
early stage,” he said, adding that
the trees in Section 52 and resi-
dential areas of Section 14,
Section 16, Section 17 and S52
were part of the effort.

Additionally, RM13mil has
been allocated for landscape
maintenance at 38 locations.

“This will cover the upkeep of
shade trees, grass cutting, clean-
ing and disposal of garden waste
in public parks and other open
spaces,” said Mohamad Zahri.

Klang council

Drainage networks in Meni
and parts of Kapar are to be

THE STAR
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Muhammad Nor Hakim Kamaruzaman is among the stall operators at
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A filepic showing
several trees that
fell onto the
walkway in SS2
Petaling Jaya
during a storm;

Medan Sate, Kajang. MPKj is launching an online campaign called 'Enjoy
Kajang' to highlight interesting foods such as satay, which Kajang is

famous for. ‘

upgraded in 2025 as an effort to
mitigate floods.

Klang mayor Datuk Abd
Hamid Hussain said the city
council's plan was to reduce the
risk of floods for properties in
the area.

“This is needed in response to
the severe flooding last year that
impacted residential and com-
mercial properties in Meru and
Kapar,” he said.

The new drainage network
plan will see high volume of sur-
face runoff being directed away
from the area, and reducing the
risk of future flooding.

Abd Hamid said Klang Royal
City Council (MBDK) allocated
RM113mil for infrastructure
upgrades and drainage, besides
RMB85.9mil for cleanliness and
domestic waste management.

Kajang council
Kajang Municipal Council

(MPK;j) will focus on solving the

pothole problems plaguing many
areas in the municipality.

Its president Nazli Taib said
MPKj's Engineering Department
would have a three-men unit, in
shifts, going on daily rounds to

patch up small potholes immedi-
ately using simple tools and
methods.

“The unit is different from the
Road Gang - our road repair
team — that responds to public
complaints and is better
equipped to repair big potholes,”
he said.

Onthe issue of stray dogs,
Nazli said MPKj would work
with the land office to identify
suitable site for animal welfare
NGOs to run a temporary dog
shelter.

In line with Visit Selangor Year

 this year, MPKj willlaunch an

online campaign called “Enjoy
Kajang™ — an initiative designed
to inform people of interesting
foods and places to visit.

The local council will also
work with PLANMalaysia for its
Kajang town planning project
covering some 46ha, with the
focus on redevelopment while
preserving heritage buildings.

Sepang council

Sepang Municipal Council
(MPSepang) has 10 major
projects totalling about RM50mil
for completion by the end of
2025.

MPSepang deputy president
Muhamad Shah Osmin said the
increased revenue of RM41mil
from the assessment rates would
help fund the projects.

“Big projects include the build-
ing of a three-storey bus terminal
in Cyberjaya, community com-
plexin Kampung Dato’ Abu .
Bakar Baginda and a community
hall in Taman Arked,” he said.

“There are also plans to
carry out landscaping work at
Taman Cempaka in Bandar
Baru Salak Tinggi, upgrading the
football field in Taman Putra
Perdana, replacing underground
cables for light installation in
Jalan Dagang Mas as well as
installing LED streetlamps in
Salak Perdana and Bandar
Baru Salak Tinggi,” Muhamad
Shah added.
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Oleh MUHAMMAD NAJIEB

AHMADFUAD  Vosw®

PUTRAJAYA — Timbalan Per-

dana Menteri, Datuk Seri Ah-
mad Zahid' Hamidi meminta

Pelan’ Tindakan Dasar Pemban- .

gunan Luar Bandar*m (BPLB
2030) dan Pelan stmtegik Ke-
menterian Kemajuan Desa dan
Wilayah (KKDW) 2025 disemak
semula agar selari dengan fokus

ini negara di fasa terakhir RMK12

dengan segala - dilaksanakan
‘perlu diukur untuk menilai pen-

capaian, mengenal pasti jurang,
dan memperbaiki kelemahan

 dalam -perkhidmatan kepada
. masyarakat desa. -

Katanya, perkara itu memer-
lukan perancangan yang lebih
berani dan radikal.

“Honesty is the best poncy
 (kejujuran adalah polisi terbaik).
Kitamestiberani menerima haki-
kat, mengakui kelemahan, dan
memperbaiki apa jua kesilapan.

“Indeks prestasi utama yang

- kita tetapkan sahan tahun mes-

Ahmad Zahi berlmta. keﬂka

berl:hlﬂmat untuk. mereka un-

tuk masa hadapan mereka" ka-

tanya berucap pada._ Mams,Am

anat Tahun Baharu Kementerian
Kemajuan"!)esa dan Wﬂayah di

engarahkan‘ ;

sinlsemalam
Beliau tm'ut

Universiti Kuala. I.umpur untuk

menialankan kajian menyeluruh

~ mengenai tahap kepuasan rakyat
terhadap _penyediaan keperluan

asas, laemudahan asas, dan us-
" aha memangkin sosio ekonomi
kawasan perdesaan.

“Dapatan ini sangat penting
unﬁlk memastikan perancangan
kita kekal relevan dan lebih ber-
hnpak.‘ ulamya,

UIah berpandulmn ‘kepada’ ke-
puasan rakyatikerana kita semua

“Ahmad Zahid turul: mem
inta ‘warga' KKDW dan agensi di
bawahnya untuk mengadaptasi
pemikiran strategik melalui pen-
dekatan. ‘cross-functional’ bagi

- mengelakkan pertlndlhnn pe-

ranan dan meningkatkan ke-
cekapan serta menguptlmumkan
nmunaan ‘sumber dengan le-
bih efektif. £
~ Beliau berkata_ pendekatan
tersebut akan dilaksanakan me-
lalui tiga kluster iaitu modal in-
san, eko;wnﬁdmusahawan
“Kita perlu “mengumpulkan
seluruh kekuatan setiap orga-
nisasi yang mempunyai pelba-
gal kemahiran dan pengalaman
untuk mencapal satu matlamat,®
katanya: :
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yed Azman

“Syed Ismail

Pelajar Pascasiswazah,
Fakulti Pendjdlkan ;
Universiti Kebangsaan

Malays!a(UKM)

HEEGE
u bapa boleh membantu anak
gEUnaan !eimo]pgi secara

dan sosial sihat. Melalui
an kesedaran mengenai
ital erasi baharudapat
hih sih dﬂam‘menggunakan

ks muﬂahdialnkkan terutama
: sémaklnterhuhuhgdanganteknn- i
L > Y oads) ak i camannya boleh dikurangkan |
Keﬂ;l:-dt%&abiabtogni tamt ihal 'F' I g N emos ka g banglkehidupandigitaldengan |
permainan video, bole i ! :

gunaandigltalﬂdaks E R N il u Antal T as _tukfkitaberhent.fsejanak me-
: ) 2bia ggunaa ia 5 k i ¢ i kilindanmerﬂkm ti kehidupan

tm A AT IR et

segera seperti- videope
rangsang otak untuk
bahan kimia memberikan
Inimenyebabkan kita terus mancari lebih ba:
nyak kandungan untuk mendapatkan rasa sama, ] h "IH 1ot t“ m H
seolah-olah’ lerparangkap dalam kitaran tanpa
kesudahan. N | 1 | L
Kajian menunjukkan rakyat: Malaysia mengha- | AL el
biskan purata sembilan jam sehari menggunak: kita meneii nbhanegi
internef, sebahagian besar dihabiskan diimedia e e ety
sosial. Ini'bukansahsjamenjejaskanpmdukﬂ~ B Lchidunan
viti, bahkan' memberi tekanan kepada kasiha'tan it el A
mental. ? i ]
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