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'It's been a privilege and an honour', mayor Mohd
Fauzi says as he bids goodbye to MBS)J

Prdkis i Den00 -

DATUK MOHD Fauzi Mohd Yatim, Subang Jaya City Council's (MBSJ) third mayor who
had served for 13-months told councillors and employees, at his farewell on Friday (May
31), that it was a "huge privilege and honour to serve Subang Jaya, a vibrant city”.

Mohd Fauzi has been appointed as the Shah Alam City Council's (MBSA) 12th mayor
effective June 4, following the retirement of its mayor Cheremi Tarman, a civil engineer.

On Thursday (May 30), Selangor state secretary Datuk Haris Kasim handed over the
appointment letter and mandate to Mohd Fauzi in a simple ceremony at Bangunan
Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah.

Mohd Fauzi thanked each of his staff for their trust and support extended to him.

“I thank all for their commitment to serving the people of Subang Jaya, and to continue
the vital work of being effective, exercising integrity and decorum to the city council on
whichwe are privileged to serve.

"It is an honour to work alongside all in the council.” he added.

MBSJ deputy mayor Zulkurnain Che Ali said in the short span of time, Mohd Fauzi had
led the council with a steady hand, with a steadfast push for good governance and
encouraged employees to give exceptional service.

Prior to his appointment as MB5J's mayor, Mohd Fauzi, who hails from Terengganu, was
the former Ampang Jaya Municipal Council (MPAJ) president and Sepang Municipal
Coundil (MPSepang) president.

Previously, Mohd Fauzi also served as Hulu Selangor district officer (2015-2019) and
Gombak district chief assistant officer from 2011 to 20164,

Mohd Fauzi also holds a Bachelor of Social Science (Honours) from Universiti Sains
Malaysia and a Diploma in Public Management from the National Institute of Public
Administration (Intan).

He had also served as the chief assistant secratary of the corporate division of the
Housing and Local Government Ministry (KPKT).
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Flash flood concerns in SS14

£y EDWARD RAJENDRA

Azusaini (right) discussing the flash flood issue with resident Ahmad Nazli, while checking the depth of
the sump. — Photo: CHAN TAK KONG/The Star

SEVERAL residents are worried about flash floods that occur following intense rain at
the intersection of Jalan 5514 and Jalan 5514/7F in S514, Subang Jaya, which they
attribute to an inefficient drainage network.

Over a span of three decades, they have observed a sump at the intersection of Jalan
5514 and Jalan 5514/7F. located outside a corner lot house, swelling up after heavy rain.

Residents believe that the sump is unable to cope with the large volume of water from
surface runoff along Jalan S514/7F during downpours.

“The sump has exceeded its maximum capacity in the past but water would only spill
onto Jalan $514/7F and flow into a drain along Jalan $514/8H, without causing flash
floods.” said former businessman Ahmad Nazli Hashim, 72, who lives at the affected
corner lot house.

“Jalan 5514/7F and Jalan 5514 became slightly elevated after some road resurfacing
works five years ago.

“Due to this, when it rains, there is an overflow of water in the drainage network, which
triggers flash floods.”

Ahmad Nazli said as a result of the sump’s inability to handle the excess flow, water
would spill and inundate his porch.

“The overwhelmed drainage and flash flood created an unsafe situation for motorists a
few weeks ago,” he said, adding that motorists claimed that the flooded intersection was
not visible.

08000 ~
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Flash flood concerns in SS14

By EDWARD RAJENDRA

Intense rains on May 11 and 12 resulted in flash floods at the intersection of Jalan 5514 and Jalan
5514/7F. — Courtesy photo

“If it had rained for a longer period, the water could have inundated my living room.”

Ahmad Nazli added that it was also difficult to clean up the mud and dirt from his porch
after each flooding incident.

5514 Rukun Tetangga (RT) committee member Azusaini Azis, 59, who has lived in the
neighbourhood for 24 years, said the RT had discussed the flash flood issue.

“An engineering expert in our RT said it was best that Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ)
build a 25m-long concrete scupper drain across Jalan $514, just before the Jalan 5514
and Jalan 5514/7F intersection, to channel surface runoff into the sump,” he said.

Azusaini said the scupper drain was a cost-effective solution and could be carried out
with immediate effect and completed within a short span of time.

Meanwhile, MBSJ Corporate Communications Department deputy director Azfarizal
Abdul Rashid said the city council engineers had visited the site and would find a
solution to address the flash floods.
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Saringan kesihatan DUN Seri Serdang, Tanjung Sepat
minggu depan

by Suhaila Shahrul Annuar @ June 2, 2024 3:00 pm

S AMBILAN
AMMPEL-
ARAH & 7, 3

DOrang ramai menunggu giliran untuk menjalani nksaan kesihatan percuma melalui program Selangor Saring
peringkat Dewan Undangan Negeri (DUN) Sungai Kandis di Dewan Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam Kemuning Utama pada 7
Dgos 2022. Folo REMY ARIFIN/SELANGORKINI

SHAH ALAM, 2 JUN: Orang ramai khususnya penduduk sekitar Dewan Undangan Negeri {DUN) Tanjung
Sepat dan Seri Serdang dipelawa menyertai program saringan kesihatan percuma pada 8 dan 9 Jun

EXCO Kesihatan Jamaliah Jamaluddin berkata Selangor Saring bermula 9 pagi hingga 3 petang di Dewan
Jubli Emas Kampung Endah, Banting (8 Jun) dan Dewan Serbaguna MBS.J, Seri Kembangan (9 Jun)

“Ambil peluang ini untuk melakukan saringan kesihatan percuma bagi pemeriksaan fizikal, darah, urin,

kanser, mata, gigi dan lain-lain

"Anda digalak membuat prapendaftaran menerusi aplikasi Langkah Masuk Dengan Selamat (SELangkah)

kerana ujian saringan ditawarkan berdasarkan penilaian fakior risike setiap individu di aplikasi tersebut

"Hubungi Selcare di talian 1800 226 600 jika mengalami masalah berkaitan pendaftaran,” katanya di
Facebook

Menerusi pembentangan Belanjawan Selangor 2024 Dato’ Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari

mengumumkan peruntukan RM3.2 juta bagi meneruskan saringan kesihatan percuma

Program diperkenal bagi membantu penduduk mengesan penyakit lebih awal dengan menyasar individu

mempunyai sejarah perubatan keluarga, obesiti dan mengamalkan gaya hidup tidak sihat

JAWATANNUASA TETAR RESHATAN AWAM NEGER SELANGOR

N

W sErIsErDANG

DEV UNA MBSJ

Pra-pendaftaran telah dibuka

Saringan Percuma'bagi| B SELANGORKINI ONLINE
' B TARIKH: 04 JUN 2024

oriva S ) AH JAMALUDOIN

#SaringAwalCegahAwal

°f 1-800-22-6600
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SUBANG JAYA: KEEPING EVERYONE
SAFE WHILE MAINTAINING OUR
GREEN LANDSCAPE

By Teoh - June 3, 2024

WE have always loved driving around our neighbourhood admiring the tall huge trees
that green our environment. We can stare at the beauty of trees in our local
playgrounds and open spaces. But in recent times, we have started wondering if that
tree would fall and hit us if we happen to be driving by
it during a major thunderstorm. Several cases in Kuala
Lumpur; one which killed a motorists have raised
some concern about the safety of our trees in Subang
Jaya. We caught up with Subang Jaya City

Council's Landscape Department senior assistant
director Azlina Mat Salim to find out more about what
it takes to continue greening the city while keeping
everyone safe.

Q1: What is the percentage of greenery we have in the

whale Subang Jaya City Council. Ratio between

development vs greenery.

Al: It is presently around 80:20 according to the Subang Jaya Local Plan 2035.
Q2: What s the annual budget for maintenance of our trees?

A2: We have a budget of around RM7mil for 2024. Planting of trees take up about
3% while maintenance of public trees is 37% of the landscaping budget. Last year,
our budget was RM4mil. Inventory is done a year ahead for maintenance of trees in
public spaces.

Q3: What is the target for planting more new trees in 2024-20257? What type of trees?
A3: All local councils have a certain tree quota that have to be adhered to annually.
For MBS], it is 80,000 trees. Types of trees that MBS] plants nowadays are Filicium

decipens; Cinnamomum iners; Michelia champaca; Lagerstromia langkawiensis;

Mimusop elengi; Garcinia subelliptica; and Junipers spp.

SJ ECHO ONLINE
TARIKH: 04 JUN 2024
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SUBANG JAYA: KEEPING EVERYONE

SAFE WHILE MAINTAINING OUR

GREEN LANDSCAPE

By Teoh - june 3, 2024

Q7: Does MBS] also help trim or remove trees which are planted by house owners along the

road outside the private property? Why?

A7: MBS] does not trim or remove trees which are planted by house owners along
the road outside the private property. We cannot be maintaining trees which are
planted by residents. These days, we receive complaints of difficulty in removing
trees which are planted behind the house. Access is too difficult as back lanes are
narrow.

Q8: What role can the community or NGOs play in helping to landscape their neighbor?
Request from MBSJ or arganize a tree-planting program with MBSJ?

A8: Communities can form groups and make a request to MBSJ to plant trees in
neighbourhoods or open spaces. They can provide the trees or request trees from
the Council.

Q9: Safety vs Greening- What is MBS]'s stand?

A9: Safety comes first. How can we enjoy the environment in fear? We will be
exploring the planting of more native trees. We will emphasise on safety and
aesthetic views — planting a combination of small and bigger trees. We will be
planting in pockets of open spaces away from traffic. This doesn’t mean we will not
beautify and landscape the road shoulders.

SJ ECHO ONLINE
TARIKH: 04 JUN 2024
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestancom.my

SEVERAL residents are worried
about flash floods that occur
following intense rain at the
intersection of Jalan $514 and
Jalan SS14/7F in $514, Subang
Jaya, which they attribute to an
inefficient drainage network.

Over a span of three decades,
they have observed a sump at
the intersection of {al:m.ssm
and Jalan S$14/7F, located out-
side a corner lot house, swelling
up after heavy rain.

Residents believe that the

sump is unable to cope with the

large volume of water from sur-

face runoff along Jalan SS14/7F

during downpours. e
“The sump has exceeded its

maximum capacity in the past

but water would only spill onto
Jalan $S14/7F and flow intoa
drain along Jalan S514/8H,

—Courtesy ';_ihnln

intense rains on May 11 and 12 resulted in flash floods at
the intersection of Jalan S514 and Jalan SS14/7F.

zncernsmSSM

Residents want MBSJ to resolve issue

with a cOh"créte,.-.scupper; drain at intersection

without causing flash floods,”
said former businessman
Ahmad Nazli Hashim, 72, who
lives at the affected corner lot
house, & - S
“Jalan S514/7F and Jalan §514
became slightly elevated after:

_some road resurfacing works

five years ago. :

“Due to this, when it rains,
there is an overflow of water in
the drainage network, which
triggers flash floods.” ;

~Ahmad Nazli said as a result.

 of the sump’s inability to handle
the excess flow, water would

spill and inundate his porch.
" “The overwhelmed

‘and flash flood created an

unsafe situation for motorists a

few weeks ago,” he said, adding
that motorists claimed that the
flooded intersection wasnot
visible, i ; :
“Ifit had rained for a longer
riod, the water could have
undated my living room.”
'Ahmad Nazli added that it
was also difficult to clean up
the mud and dirt from his

- porch after each flooding inci-
REEn R i ;

5514 Rukun Tetangga (RT)

- committee member ;

Azis, 59, who has lived in the

i ourhood for 24 years,

' said the RT had discussed the

flash flood ssue.
“An enginee! ert in our
T said it was hest eﬂ’:gt' Subang

hefore the J
- SS14/7F intersection, to channel

Jaya City Council (MBS]) build a

25m-long concrete scupper

drain acx‘qssnfgil.lan 5514, just
5514 and Jalan

surface runoff into the sump,”

~ he said.

__ Azusaini said the scupper
drain was a cost-effective solu- -
tion and could be carried out
with immediate effect and com-
pleted within a short span of
time.

_ Meanwhile, MBS] Corporate
Communications Department
deputy director Azfarizal Abdul
Rashid said the city council
engineers had visited the site
and would find a solution to
address the flash floods.

THE STAR
Au 4 JUN 0

Tarikhieeessssesesssseeses



ER——
o e g

e













= o - s
s S e

THE STAR

Tarikhdl..4..JUN...2094.....

=34

The right ,cf)-ch‘ee‘-;you dreams

With EPF's Account Three, many are ptirsuing self-actualisation and funding their wildest -adventures.today.

3 Y
Paddle
Power

By Amold Loh

KNOWING Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs
may help you understand yourself, your
spouse, your buddy or even your custo- -~
mers. And with the new Account Three of
the Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF),
another testament to this hierarchy of
needs is now evident. ;

* Ifyour life partner drives home with a
kayak lashed to a roof rack that was not
there the day before, your eyes might pop
out. :

It might also be a mountain bike or even
a pair of hi-tech trail ing shoes.
These, invariably, are not cheap.

Before we stamp “spendthrift” on their
foreheads (and before you wallow in
regret at the cost of your own purchase),
hel‘;%;s a quickie on Maslow’s Hierarchy of
Needs.

According to psychologist Abraham
Harald Maslow in 1943, our most basic
needs are things like air, food, water,
clothing, sleep and sex.

Once those are more or less secured,
people then seek out safety and security.
These include shelter, a good living envi-
ronment, job security, insurance and
social protection.

‘When those needs are found, humans
begin seeking more abstract things like
love and a sense of belonging among their
fellows. Typically, these spell out as friend-
ship, family ties and intimacy.

In the next level, human need becomes
more refined: esteem, recognition, fame,
respect, mastery, independence and free-
dom. i

When those are achieved, humanity
then seeks something deeply personal.
They.will have self-actualisation needs
that have nothing to do with their roles in
society.

This is when people want to conquer
mountains, kayak in the open sea, pedal
through continents, paint masterpieces,
compose music, write poems, find the
meaning of life and seek God, whatever

~ are understandably necessary and

they perceive God to be, or not.
. Now, Maslow clarified that the above

- five-tier needs — generally labelled as

physiological, safety, love and belonging,
esteem and finally self-actualisation - are
not always sought out in that order.

The basic physiological and safet;};}:;eds

ond

those, a person might leapfrog and aim for
self-actualisation. 1

That can explain why your life partner
suddenly has a kayak on the car roof.

The love for the great outdoors, if you
strip it down rationally, is not logical.

It yields no economic returns and you

can hurt yourself going out into the wild,

blue yonder.

But millions of people worldwide have a
yearning to go outdoors, to face the burn-
ing sun, the bitter cold, the insect hites, the
blisters and abrasions and risk of harm.

Press them for the reason why and they
have no answer. They just want to do it.

It has mothing to do with what they are
but everything to do with who they are at
4 level that they cannot express and even
their soulmates don’t understand.

Enter EPF's Account Three, and this was
what I found out: R N

The seller of high-tech inflatable rafts

- for fishing and marine exploration in

Kedah recorded a100% spike in the sale
of accessories shortly after Account Three
opened. = ¢ Vit
A friend selling outdoor and survival
tools online admitted that orders
increased after Account Three opened.
Another person I know who sells wrist-
watches online confirmed his sales went
up since Account Three funds became
available. ;
- There are so many different types of

_ needs

Many people put their dreams for riches
aside and humbly spend decades as
employees. :

The young, especially, do not realise that
large organisations allocate more pay-
ments into the EPF employers' contribu-
tions of long-serving employees as a form
of retirement benefit plus as an employee-
retention strategy.

Fast forward 30 plus years, and humble,
loyal employees see six figures in their
EPE savings as a result of compounded
dividends and their dedication to the
corporations they serve.

‘Who wants to wait till they are 55 years
old before buying kayaks and camping
gear? =

There will be all kinds of aches in their
hodies, not to mention several embarrass-
ing non-communicable ailments.

This is not about survival or mere exis-
tence. =

There are now many more Malaysians
going after their self-actualisation needs
with their EPF Account Three.

My salute to you; may you have many
great adventures.

8 Alassand
& her old

£ golden
retriever
happily
landing at
Monkey
Beach,
Penang,
=& on their

= inflatable

. raft.

A kayaker
about to hop
aboard her
boat in clear

- watersonan-

“ex-mining
lake in Air
Kuning, -
Perak. -

An outbreak of blisters on
the hand of the writer after
paddling for about 80km
over four days onalakein
Kedah.
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Penggubalan segera dasar Al
tingkat daya saing negara

® Al bukan lagi satu gimik kerana terdapat ® Malaysia perlu aktif membangunkan infrastruktur,
ledakan maklumat sangat mendadak dan keupayaan latihan dan pendidikan, kerjasama industri-akademia,
teknologi pemprosesan data yang tinggi serta peraturan termasuk perundangan berkaitan Al
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n
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Tumpu pembangu
q y

iih banyak peker
perti di Jepun dan Korea

in tenaga sumbe usia
liman

{ {awal selia le
Pada m: ama, | an disaran menjelas-
kan dengan lebih mendalam bagi menang

ilah atau mitos t .

an buruknyva di rkan dalam

wood, kononny dijana dengan

Al boleh me perti
jadi pihak berkuasa ataupun operasi mesin di

an bagi
i 12 Perun-
an Al perlu disegerakan supaya
1enjadi negara me pelabur dan dapat
g perkembangan infrastruktur tekno-
laan.




¢ BERITA HARIAN
S Tarikh;..'.(]..4...JUN...?.[!2.4.......




Oleh HALINA MD. NOOR
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ENYAKIT diabetes
atau kencing manis
memerlukan.
penjagaan dan ;
_ rawatan berbentuk
peribadi bagi memastikan
kejayaan dalam mengawal
komplikasinya.

Ketua Kluster Pasaran
Matang Asia Pasifik, Penjagaan
Diabetes Roche, Bryan Koh
berkata, ia termasuklah
pengurusan daripada segi diet
atau pemakanan, nutrisi atau
khasiat pemakanan, perubatan,
tahap stress, berat badan dan
aktiviti fizikal berbeza antara
seorang individu dengan
individu lain.

“Diabetes ini penyakit
yang rumit untuk dikawal
tanpa bantuan atau sokongan
daripada pihak lain. Keadaan
itu memerlukan pesakit dengan
diabetes (PWD) merubah
perubahan tingkahlaku yan|
sukar dmpai dengan mudah

“Malah, ‘bagaimana’ setiap
pesakit meny&suaikan diri
dengan terapi danmengubah
suai gaya hidupnya juga, perlu
diambil kira,” katanya pada
forum Pengurusan Bersepadu
Diabetes: Bersatu Mampu
Menguruskan Diabetes Lebih
Baik, anjuran Roche Diagnostic
Malaysia, baru-baru ini.

Turut serta, Prof. Madya
Perubatan dan Ketua Unit
Penjagaan Diabetes, Pusat
Perubatan Universiti Malaya
(PPUM), Dr. Lim Lee Ling dan
Presiden Persatuan Pendidik
Diabetes Malaysia (MDES) dan
Jururawat, Yong Lai Mee.

Forum berkenaan bertujuan
memudahkan pengurusan
diabetes dan memperkasakan
PwD dalam meningkatkan
kualiti hidup dengan
pendekatan Pengurusan
Diabetes Peribadi bersepadu
(iPDM).

Pengurusan secara peribadi
leb:h baik berbanding

‘memaksa PWD

mengikut
¥ 'EF-I'@P 3

‘| perubatan sehingga akhirnya

- mengambil langkah mengawal

UT,USANL 1L u..u ¥

CEAA

Tagikh ...ﬂ.ﬂ...:‘...w... AL

Usah blar pesaklt urus .

diabetes bersendirian

N Q

mereka putus asa kerana tidak
kira berapa banyak dilakukan
tetapi kadar gula masih tinggi.

Koh berkata pesakit perlu
diberi motivasi dan dlperkasa
mengawal diabetes.

Bagi mencapai h:uuan -
itu, mereka perlu diberikan
penchdlkan dan digalakkan

kadar glukos dalam darah.
““Ja bukan mengenai
pengambilan ubat semata-
mata, sebaliknya kunci
utama adalah memahami
setiap pesakit secara individu
___ dan paling penting,
memahami mereka
sebagai seorang
insan,” katanya.

Keral aanmembe!anjakan
: banyai(kgs melawan diabetes

'~ membabitkan pelbagai bidang.
Tiada pilihan lain melainkan

i mencegah daripada
el 'lhbanﬂk komplikasilain,”

* Tambah Koh, semuanya
itik tolak danpada
ndidikan mengenai diabetes

bagi meningkatkan kesedaran
mengawal dan menguruskan
penyakit itu dalam kalangan -
PwD dan masyarakat.

“Terdapat keperluan
pendidik diabetes atau
jururawat khusus dalam
bidang ini untuk membimbing
pesakit. Ada ramai jururawat
umum tetapi bukan semua
berkebolehan menguruskan
diabetes.

“Pengurusan yang baik
secara tidak langsung

_ memperkasa pesakit

memahami dan menguruskan
diabetes dengan lebih baik
bagi meningkatkan kualiti
kehidupan dan membolehkan
mereka menjalani aktiviti
seharian seperti orang lain,”
katanya.



J

UTUSAN M LAYSIA




UTUSAN MALAYSIA
Tarikh: . {4 JUN..204.....




UIlUSAN MALAYSIA

Tasicn: .04 JUNJOL...



L5}




 UTUSAN MALAYSIA
arikh 0. 4. . 2000




UTUSAN MALAY§IA
Tarikh: .EIHJHHHZ.QL@....






BALANCING GROWTH

¥ and shows the country’s
commitment to the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals and
‘memmmismmentoncﬂmate
change. <

‘rbis plan sets Malaysla's path.to
becomea carbon-neutral country by

<2050, whichisamongthee eaﬂlatln
Asean.

Despite these develupments.
Malaysla still faces challenges
related to environmental, socialand
governance (ESG), such as deforesta-
tion, biodiversity loss and labour
rights.

The challenge of balancing eco-
nomic growth and sustainability
remains a key obstacle in the coun-
try. Consequently, efforts are need-
ed to integrate ESG principles into
business and policy-making.

The public sector plays a cru-
cial role in shaping the sustainable
developmenttrajectory of the coun-

try.
Adopting ESG principlesimpacts
the nation’s ability to achieve its

goals.

progressand the

'p'msetmlon of natural resources,
thus, ensuring | long-te:m sustain— I
:abﬂlcyand resilience: & i<l jnn

~ The appreciation of the g;nvlmn—

it ment is the foundation of the first

ESG prlnc[p]e
In addition, by adoptlng ESG

‘principles, public sector organi-

sations can prioritise addressing
social inequalities, promoting
accessto education and healthcare,
and ensuring that Malaysians can
participate in and benefit fmm the
nation’s development.
lncluslvlt.ystrengﬂ\ensthesodal
fabric and builds a more cohesive

and equitable society, which'is a

reflection of the second principle
of ESG.

Itisimportantto note thatsocial
inclusivity is a cornerstone of the
Malaysia Madani vision, and the
public sector has a signiﬂcanfmla

i By Integmung eﬁvﬁonmental 7
 considerations Intgipubﬂc policies
ot ance is struck

f.nmalis[ '1 St
‘The thlrd pillar, of r.he ,ESG

I‘rameworklseﬁecﬂvegovemmce 4
3 mdamnuntahﬂjty.wblchmecﬂti-

cal components uf the. Malnysla
3 wvision. .

- The public secm:’s a.dnpticu of
_ESGprincipte.s enhancestranspar-
_ency, reduce.sx.c_omlpt.!nn.anﬂ:m-
motes ethical conduct. st

Byadherimtohlghstanda:ds of

‘governance, public sector organl-

sations can build trust among

citizens and investors, fostering

an environment for sustalnable

deve]opment.

~ Integrating ESG principles in'
] the public sectnr gligns Ma!nysin‘

 with global sustainability stand-
- ardsand commitments.

Malaysia's adhe:ence to| ESG

- principlesenhancesitsinternation-

al reputation and competitiveness,
and opens up opportunities for
foreign investment, international

-mltabomtlonand access.tn global
markets.

Asltcsnbeseen, theadopl:ion of
ESG principles in the public sector
is not]ustanecesslty butastrategic
imperative for Malaysia

it is fundamental to achieving
the Malaysia Madani vision and
ensuring that the nation’s devel-
opment is sustainable, inclusive,

~ integrity.

By prlontising environmental
sustainability, social inclusivity
and good governance, Malaysia is
paving the way fora future that is
prosperous, sustainable and just.

DR ALENA ZHDANAVA,
Faculty of Languages and Linguistics,
Universiti Malaya;

DR DALILAWATI ZAINAL,
Department of Accounting, Faculty of
Business and Economics, UM;

DR NORAZLIN AB. AZIZ,
Department of Finance, Faculty of

‘and hm;emed by high standn&ds of Busmess and Econumu:s UM
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MALAYSIAN OMBUDSMAN

POWER

EAIC says agencies

should be disbanded
or placed under the
ombudsman

NURADZIMMAH DAIM
PUTRAJAYA
news@nst.com:my

HE proposed Ombuds-

man Malaysia should

have jurisdiction overall

government agencies,
including enforcement bodies, to
ensure its effectiveness in tack-
ling maladministration and curb-
ing leakages.

SINGULAR IWHSIBIIT aomr

Enforcement Agency Integrity
‘Commission (EAIC) chairman
Tan Sri Dr Ismail Bakar said all
agencies with similar functions,
including EAIC, should either be
disbanded to make way for a sin-
gle body or merged under the
ombudsman umbrella. .

While Ismail agreed that the
agency should be placed under
Parliament to'guarantee its in-
dependence, he said it should al-
so be given enforcement author-
ity.

“Ombudsman Malaysia should
act as asingle body to receive and
manage public complaints, as
well as accorded the power to in-
vestigate the agencies involved.

“To make it an effective over-
sight body, it should be given
more bite, otherwise it will' be-
come a toothless organisation
that does not bring the desired
impact as hoped by the public.”

STREAMLINED LAWS |

He added that the existing
laws needed to be streamlined
with the establishment of
the ombudsman.

OVER |

ilar roles anc io}
commission an

mmi C.)
ThelPCConlyde&]swlthputh |
gmusaagalnst_‘the force and its

personnel.

He agreedwith the Cenl:re to
with similar functions ism. which had highlight

The PCB, meanwhile, oversees
complaints and feedback on civil'
service, except those involving =

MACGC, Public Accounts Commit- |

tee and Legal Aid Department, as
well as matters related to gov-

ernment policies, civil claims

against individuals and compa-
nies and personal problems.

Ultimately, the oversight bod-
ies are aimed at improving public
service delivery. L

MITIGATING LOSSES :

Ismail, who is the former chief
secretary to the government, said
the ombudsman would play a vi-
tal role in curbing misconduct
and leakages that had cost
Malaysiabillions of ringgit.

He said the people end up pay-
ing for losses due to the corrup-
tion.

He said ratepayers would have

to deal with more taxes as one of

the ways for the government to
make up for loss in national rev-
enue due to these leakages.

- “Some say corruption cases do
not concern them as they didn’t
lose any money in their bank ac-
counts.

“What they don't realise is that
the people will end up paying ex-
tra taxes if the country continues
to suffer leakages.

“Imagine if one agency loses
RM2 billion due to leakages, how

‘much are we looking at if se\
‘others are involved in corrup|
‘aswell?”

He said EAIC was willing to’
come the lead agency in the
ting up of Ombudsman Mal

‘and believed that it should

I
follow the traditional cunme t
adopted in other countries.

. He suggested that the scope of

pub]ic complaints channelled to
dsman ot just

rendered ohmleze aﬂer Ombuds-
man Malaysia is established.
The Prime Minister's Depart-
ment's Legal Affairs Division
(BHEUU) recently said the gov-
ernment, through the Law and
Institutional Reforms Agenda
Implementation Committee,
held its first meeting on April 29
and would engage stakeholders
at the state and federal levels
within the next three months.
The committee, through the

engagementsesslons. seeks to Te-

fine details about the scope,
structure and functions of Om-
budsman Malaysia, as well as a
proposed centralised agency for
whistleblower protection, before
the proposals are subm:tted to
the cabinet.

The government aims to table
the Ombudsman bill'in the De-

wan Rakyat this year.

IMPROVEMENT EFFORTS
Meanwhile, the PCB, in re-

sponse to an inquiry by the New

Straits Times, said the draft bill,
which is now with BHEUU, had
been prepared by the PCB and
submitted to the Attorney-Gen-
eral's Chambers through the Na-
tional Centre for Governance, In-
tegrity and Anti-Corruption on
Jan1lastyear.

It was sent back to allow for
improvements to be made based
on feedback gathered from the
engagement session.

It said the bill, among others,

NEW STRAITS

Enforcement
Agency
Tntegrity

. Commission
 chairman Tan
" Sri Dr Ismail
Bakar speaking
in an interview
" in Putrajaya in
April. pic BY
EIZAIRI SHAMSUDIN

covered the structure, functions
and powers of Ombudsman
Malaysia.

It said engagement sessions on
the bill were last held with the
non-governmental organisations
on May 8, and members of par-
liament on June 14'last year.

“Several matters need to be
studied, especially those related
to functions and roles of Om-
budsman Malaysia that have sim-
ilarities and redundancy with ex-
ist{ng agencies suchas EAIC.

“Currently, the roles of the
ombudsman are being carried
out by PGB, which could be en-
hanced.”

Chief Secretary to the Govern-
ment Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali in
October last year said substan-
tive complaints, which had'merit
and reasonable grounds, should
be used to improve any weak-
nesses in procedures, customer
charters, organisational manage-
ment and the service delwery
system.
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According fo the Finance Ministry, individuals,

small farmers and commodir

r smallliolders from

the Bottom40and Middle10groupsin the peninsula

owning private diesel velic

wreeligibletoapply for

government cash contributions through the Madani

Subsidy Assistance Programme.

FUEL SUBSIDY RATIONALISATION

'NEW VEHICLE SALES MAY FALL

Demand for pickup trucks to drop as
most models run on diesel, say analysts

AZANIS SHAHILA AMAN
KUALA LUMPUR
bt@nst.com.my

HE fuel subsidy ration-
alisation, which will start
with diesel, may affect
sales of new vehicles,
especially diesel-powered pickup
trucks, said industry analysts.

They believe that the fuel sub-
sidy rationalisation will likely hurt
demand for mid-market models
and shift the preference of car
buyers.

With the recent announcement
of diesel subsidy removal for pri-
vatevehicles, carowners will have
to pay more than RM3 per litre,
compared to the RM2:15 subsi-
dised price currently.

Industry analyst Hezeri Sam-
suri said this significant increase
was bound to impact the purchas-
ing pattern of car buyers, par-
ticularly those considering diesel
vehicles.

He said the immediate impact
was likely a dip in sales of diesel
vehicles, especially pickup trucks.

“However, given the indispensa-
ble nature of these vehicles for cer-
tain types of work, the impact may be
mitigated. With 99.9 per cent of the
pickup trucks in the market being
diesel variants, consumers may have
no choice but to continue buying
them despite the higher fuel costs.

“I believe that those who want a
pickup truck for recreational pur-
poses will start considering other
options.”

Hezeri said sales of diesel multi-
purpose vehicles and sport util-
ity vehicles could also be affected,
although there were only a few die-
sel options in the market from the
Hyundai, Kia and Mazda brands.

“However, diesel vehicles still
offer the better fuel economy com-
pared to internal combustion engine
vehicles, except for hybrids.

“On this note, the prices of used
diesel vehicles are expected to see a

dip because demand will be lower.
This presents an opportunity for
those who want to buy a diesel vehi-
cle as they can expect bigger dis-
counts,” he added.

Last month, the Finance Ministry
announced a diesel subsidy aid pro-
gramme involvinga monthly alloca-
tion of RM200 for eligible individu-
als as well as agriculture and com-
modity smallholders.

The ministry said individu-
als, small farmers and commodity
smallholders from the Bottom 40
(B40) and Middle 40 (M40) groups
in the peninsula owning private
diesel vehicles were eligible to apply
for government cash contributions
through the Madani/Subsidy Assis-
tance Programme (Budi Madani).

Applicants who registered by yes-
terday could expect to receive their
first cash assistance by the middle
of this month.

Meanwhile, new vehicle sales
fell 18 per cent month-on-month to
57,991 units in April due to the short-
erworking month. However, the total
industry volume (TIV) grew 21 per
centyear-on-year.

Kenanga Investment Bank Bhd
(Kenanga Research) said the TIV for
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the first four months came in at 37
per cent of its full year projection of
710,000 units.

This compares to the Malaysia
Automotive Association’s full-year
TIV target of 740,000 units.

“We also believe that it will be
business as usual for the affordable
segment as its target customers, i.e.
the B40 group, will be spared the
impact of the fuel subsidy ration-
alisation,” said Kenanga Research
analystWan Mustagim Wan Ab Aziz
ina note.

“However, the same cannot be
said for the mid-market segment
as its target customers, i.e. the M40
group, may hold back from buying
a new car (or even trade down to a
smaller car to cut their fuel bills)
upon the introduction of the fuel
subsidy rationalisation,” he added.

CIMB Securities expects a softer
TIVinthesecond halfof the year due
to the planned fuel subsidy ration-
alisation.

However, it said the introduction
of the Employees Provident Fund's
Account 3'and civil servants’ salary
hikes, coupled with an accommo-
dative interest rates environment,
could support new vehicle sales.

w\*

On this

note,
prices of
used diesel
vehicles are
expected to see
adip because
demand will
be lower.

HEZERI SAMSURI -
Industry analyst
T TS T D

“We project 2024 TIVto fall nine
per cent year-on-year.”

It expects the national brands
Proton Holdings Bhd and Perusa-
haan Otomobil Kedua Sdn Bhd to
fare relatively better, with a 4.4
percentyear-on-yeardecline com-
pared toawider16 per centdrop for
the non-national segment.

"Our 2024 TIV forecast of
727,000 units is marginally higher
than the 2022 level of 721,000. Our
2024 forecast is on the upper end
of the street’s estimates, which
is between 625,000 and 720,000
units,” CIMB Securities added.




ACCOUNT REVAMP

N

Greater flexibility for EPF contributors

KUALA LUMPUR: The Employees
Provident Fund's (EPF] account re-
structuring is a "win-win proposi-
tion”, praviding con-
tributors with en-
hanced flexibility in
accessing their funds
and bolstering their re-
tirement savings, said
economists.

Bank Muamalat
Malaysia Bhd chief
economist Dr Mohd
Afzanizam Abdul
Rashid said under the
revamped scheme,

omy comes the imperative for
heightened financial literacy
among EPF members.

Recognising this
need, Afzanizam said
the EPF and allied
agencies, including
banks, were poised to
play a pivotal role in ed-
ucating contributors on
various financial princi-
ples:

“Things like risk and
return on investment,
compounding factor, in-
flation and purchasing

EPF members would power are
enjoy newfound. free-  'Dr Mohd some of the
dom in utilising/ their Afzanizam Abdul issues that
funds according to ' Rashid need to be
their needs and pref- empha-

erences.

Moreover, Afzanizam said this re-
structuring was anticipated to serve
as a motivational impetus for mem-
bers, as continued contributions
would lead to the accumulation of
funds in their EPF accounts.

“Notably, contributors now: have
the autonomy to:manage up to 10
per cent of their EPF money, sig-
nalling a: significant shift towards
greater individual responsibility,”
he told Business Times.

However, with increased auton-

sised to EPF members
s0 that' they become
better decision-makers
when it comes to mon-
ey matters,” he said.

EPF’s restructuring
of members’ accounts,
effective May 11, seeks
to. enhance their in-
comesecurity after re-
tirement while ad-
dressing their current
life-cycle needs.

The pension fund has put in place

Dr Geoffrey
Williams

measures to ensure memhers'
long-term wellbeing is not compro-
mised, such as increasing the al-
location for Akaun Persaraan from
70 per cent to 75 per cent.

Economist Dr Geoffrey Williams
said many EPF members had de-
pleted their Account 2 before re-
tirement, leaving only Account 1
with about 70 per cent of their sav-
ings.

Under the new initiative, he said
the contributors might exhaust
Akaun Sejahtera and Akaun Flek-
sibel but were projected to retain 75
per cent of their savings in Akaun

Persaraan ?Agcount 1)
atretirement, a promis-
ing increase compared
to previous scenarios.

“This shift is antici-
pated to result in aug-
mented retirement
funds, especially with
withdrawals reduced
from 30 per cent to 25
percent,” he said,

However, Williams
cautioned that while the
restructuring present-
ed a long-term strate-
gy, it did not fully ad-
dress the underlying is-
sue of inadequate pension savings
for millions of people. He suggested

needs. PIC BY ASWADI ALIAS

that the EPF try to increase its ac-
tive membership and improve its
services.

“This will still leave millions of
people: without  pensions, so' the
government must plug this gap.

The Emplayees Provident Fund ee to eiace members’ income
security after retirement while addressing their current life-cycle

“The only option on the table is
the establishment of a universal ba-
sic pension funded through a
Malaysian superfund. EPF and the
Finance Ministry should fund a full
study on this,” he added.
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