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By BAVANI M
bavanim@themarcom

KUALA Lumpur Clty
has reduced the allocation o

Deepavali bazaar lots in the city

by astaggering 51%.

1t is offering only 87 lots this
year, compared to 179 last year.

Only four locations have been
approved for the bazaar,
including in Masjid India,
leaving traders and shoppers
with fewer options for
Season.

decision was made after traders

year,
“Based on feedbal
non-governmental organisati
(NGOs) managing thi
year, many traders did not (
up the available spaces,” said th
spokesperson, :

“Only four locations have heen
approved for this year’s bazaar,

three in Brickfields and one in

Jalan Masjid India.®
The designated areas in

Brickfields are the pedestrian

walkway in front of Kompleks
Tun Sambanthan (10 1ots), Jalan
Travers/ Jalan Rakyat (25 lots)
and Jalan Tun Samhanﬂmn (20
lots).

There are 32 ayallable lots in
Jalan Bunus/ Jalan Masjid India:

DBKL said the bazaars would
operate from Oct 7, with trading
hours from 10am to midnight.

Pertubuhan Kebajikan Peniaga

efestlvek .-
A DBKL spokespemn said this -
showed a lack of interest laat i

Dan Plardts.gz.1 ?é]dl lntemkm Kmala
Lumpur angor, organiser
of this year’s Deepavali bazaar in
Jalan Masjld India, anticipates -

husiness to increase closer to the

festival.
Its chairman Sundramj

‘Marieppan said the group huped

to draw more visitors witha
stage show scheduled for Oct 27.
“We did not have a show last

¢ i # iy 1.: 3
year, 50 it was quiet.

ar, we are h the. 5
show:wg.!e attract. murengii:llgors." e
Sundmraj said most ofthe it

Masjid India lots have been
taken,
“These are mostly taken in

single mothers and senior

citizens hopin,g tn eam some -
money.

“Each lot measures am hy 3m

'I‘mvem.‘ Rakyat stretch, while

ggiddﬁejlsds Business ltlum;lnnumty
‘ ety is managing lots
]n]an Tun Sambanthan in Lintﬁe
g "Annther NGO is overseeing
s st theKnrnpleksTunSamhanﬂlan
and we are charging RM1,500 stretch.”
_per lot, which includes canopy, In previous years, Deepava]j
electricity, licence fee and plat— ' bazaars were held in several
form,” he said. areas in Kuala Lumpur, includ-
~ He added that visitors, cculd ing Brickfields, Lebuh Ampang,
to ﬁnd biscuits, tidbits, ~ Lorong Tuanku Abdul Rahman
rayeritems and  and Masjid India.
cosmnle ]eweﬁery at the hazaar Last year, DBKL aJlocated 179
 In Brickfields] Persatuan . lots in Jalan Bunus 6, Jalan
Prihatin Peniaga Kecil Little - Rakyat, Jalan Tun Sambanthan
India is overseelng lots in ]ahm and Lebuh Ampang. = _
THESTAR
3 '1;:'.: \



THE STAR

04 OCT 90

S Tarikh:










Most vape stores
obey the law -+

But some online sellers find ways to evade bans. "

PETALING JAYA: It has been a
positive start since the Control of
smoking Products for Public
Health Act 2024 (Act 852) came
into force on Oct 1. -

Products related to smoking,
previously found on ecommerce
sites, have been removed from
the catalogue of items while vape
fmres are adhering to the new
aw.

Search results for several vape
brands also show that the pro-
ducts are no longer available for
purchase. .

Only one brand is still opera-
ting but it sells merchandise like
lanyards, tote bags, pens and
stickers,

On another ecommerce site,
products for smokers are still
available but users are required
to state whether they are under
orabove 18 to view the items.

Those under 18 are restricted
from viewing images and will' be
redirected to the homepage if
they proceed with the purchase.

Nevertheless, there are unscru-
pulous folk finding ways to
camouflage vaping products on

several ecommerce sites. :

Instead of using the term vape,
“perfume”, “makeup sprays” and
sdeodorant” are phrases used
online. The nozzles of the pro-
dugts are also censored in images.

Meanwhile, several physical
vape shops in the Klang Valley
have also begun to adhere to the
new regulations pertaining to the
promotion of the product despite
heing given a six-months respite.

Checks showed that some shops
have remoyved their advertising
materials and have pasted posters
restricting those aged 18 and
below from entering the premises.

“We removed the product ban-
ners outside the shop before the
Oct 1 deadline.

“All our online transactions,
both on ecommerce sites and
through our hotline, have been
scrapped as it is impossible to
verigr the buyer’s age,” said the
operator who wanted to be
known as Aidil

He said those operating the
cash register would verify the age
of young buyers.

“We will ask for their identifica-

tion cards if we are unsure.

“There had been instances of |
schoolchildren, dressed in plain-

clothes, looking to buy vaping
products but we turned th
away,” he added. :
Another seller, Shafig, also
removed banners from his shop
before the dawn of October, add-
ing that schoolchildren are not
allowed in.
“We tell them to leave the pre-
mises immediately as we donit
want trouble,” he said. AT

Y Ahother seller, who declined to

be named, said education and
awareness programmes would be
effective in curbing youngsters

from picking up the smoking or

vaping habit. ;
Malaysian Vape Chamber of
Commerce  secretary-general
Ridhwan Rosli urged for clearer
guidelines, claiming that the regu-
lations were affecting retailers.
“This will disrupt business
operations and severely impact
sales. On top of that, the new
guideline on nicotine concentra-
tion is not in line with consumer
demand and products on shelves.

Enforcement of Control of Smoking Products
ith Act 2024 (Act 852)

for Public He

Ct I

' ke light
¥ ‘special, among

“Retailers have no idea how to
manage their existing stock, and
have not been given time to adjust
to these drastic changes,” he told
The Star.

Disagreeing with the “current
form” of the Act, Rosli said the
Health Ministry had not enter-
tained their feedback on the legis-
lation.

THE STAR

mild', a

“We strongly urge the ministry
to review Act 852 and reconsider
the display ban. This new law is
simply not practical for the long-
term viability of the industry.

“Retailers, particularly small
businesses, will have to bear huge
costs, whether it is in modifying
fixtures or hiring additional staft
to manage compliance,” he said.

0 4 0CT “h.

Tarikhieessessesassscessassencasent



iy THE STAR

04 0CTH
Tarikh:.

asned







ECONOMY

By KIRENNESH NAIR
kirennesh@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia's economic
landscape and financial markets may face
some uncertainty which analysts say may
offer promising growth prospects but also
luuAr;t}ing challenges. al By
er posting strong real gross domestic
product (GDP) of 5.05% in the first half of
2024 (1H24), Bank Negara expects improve-
ments in business millence- in 2H24, in
line with the rrRrujeq:ted sustained expan-
sion in economic activity.
SPI Asset Management managing direc-
tor Stephen Innes however warned exter-
nal factors could cloud the domestic stabil-

Iy, ; .

ty"m always, the real story will be external
factors, likely overshadowing any domestic
wins,” he said, pointing to rising geopoliti-
cal tensions in the Middle East, ongoing
labour disputes in the United States and
economic headwinds faced by global
industrial powerhouses.

“The final quarter of 2024 (4Q24) is shap-
ing up to be much rougher than the rela-
tively calm seas of the first three,” he told
StarBiz.

Innes emphasised the potential implica-
tions of the upcoming US elections on Nov
5, noting that a Donald Trump victory
could be a “game-changer”.

“His (Trump’s) plan to slap a 60%:tariff
on all Chinese imports would hit like a
sledgehammer,” Innes noted.

“Positive economic prospects and structural
reforms, along with initiatives to encourage
foreign exchange ﬂows, will continue to

support the ringgit.”

Bank Negara

Currently, the average tariff on Chinese
goods is around 19%, and Innes said “tri-
pling that would wreak havoc on China's
export sector.”

“Trump’s broader trade plan, which also
features a 20% tariff on all US imports,
would send shockwaves through Asian
foreign exchange markets,” he added.
Innes said the initial reaction would be
akin to a ‘brace for impact’.

However, he noted that not all of Asia
would be in the “firing line.”

“Some countries, like Malaysia, could
end up being unexpected winners,” he
said. i

As China bears the brunt of the hit, he
said manufacturing could shift to other
Asian nations.

“Malaysia, in particular, could emerge as
a key beneﬁuary in this trade reshuffle,”
Innes added

Despite thwe lEmemial advantages, Innes
cautioned that the overall landscape is one
of uncertainty and volatility.

“Investors will need to weigh Trump’s
aggressive trade stance against the poten-

S
10

tial benefits of trade diversion within Asia.
While consumer sentiment would likely
take an initial hit, a recovery could be on
the cards by early 2025 as supply chains
rfi:lll‘}%.l’ possibly in Malaysia’s favour,” he
a

Meanwhile, Bank Negara yesterday
reported that domestic financial markets
remained resilient in 1H24, despite facing
heightened global market volatility.

The central bank attributed this resil-
ience to positive investor sentiment, deep
capital markets and strong participation
from institutional investors.

“Market stress eased after a temporaanrﬁ

global equity sell-off in Augus!
Negara said, adding orderly cundmuns
were maintained with uninterrupted two-
way flows in both bond and equity mar-
kets.

The central bank said that funding condi-
tions remained favourable, supported hy
healthy liquidity in the government bond
market and stable corporate bond credit
spreads.

“Funding and liquidity positions also

remained sound as evidenced by the

healthy liquidity coverage ratio of 155.1%
and net stable funding ratio of 115.5%," it
noted.

Bank Negara also highlighted Malaysia
maintained manageable foreign exchange
risks, underpinned by adequate foreign

it appreciated by 11.4%
against the US dollar since the beginning of
the year till Sept 30, largely driven by exter-
nal developments.

“Positive economic prospects and struc-
tural reforms, along with initiatives to
encourage foreign exchange flows, will
continue to suppor{ lhe ringgit,” the central
bank said.

On the business fmnt. Bank Negara said
activities improved during the 1H24, hol-
stered by both global and domestic eco-
nomic recoveries.

However, it said some sectors still face
challenges, including rising cost pressures
and slower recovery in consumer demand
for certain products.

“Businesses have remained generally
resilientagainst these challenges. Measures
of overall debt-servicing capacity of busi-
nesses remained healthy while the overall
share of firms-at-risk has continued to
decline to 23.4% from 28.4% at the end of
2023, Bank Negara explained.

The central bank added business loan
quality remained sound, with a low impair-
ment ratio of 2.6%.

Banks also maintained prudent buffers
against potential losses, and the share of
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peibagm masalah
kesmatan berpqnca dan

Kira-kira 5000 penduduk,
Kampung ernpang

rumahan berdekatan mandakwa‘ bar
mengalami simptom sesak nafas, bat

4 U}arAzmr ar bamamplmn
berwarna

I'mim"

Kampung Persekutuan
' (JPPKP) Simpang 8 Jeram,
Mohd Norkhan Rais ber-
 kata, kilang terbabit sudah
diambil tindakan kompaun

ya hanya diberikan pe-
nerangan tentang langkah-
langkah jangka masa

- “Saya akan kemukakan aduan
kepada Jabatan Alam Sekitar (JAS)
bagi mengambil tindakan sewajamya.

“Saya berharap JAS dapat
- menjalankan tindakan yang
ltuberiaku
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Oleh MOHD. HUSNI MOHD. NOOR

PUTRAJAYA - Negara dija-
ngka menerima Monsun Timur
Laut bermula Nnvember ini dan
berterusan sehingga Mac 2025

dengan ramalan empat hingga

enam episod hujan lebat berteru-
san sepanjang fempohitu.
Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
(Strategik) Jabatan Meteorologi
Malaysia (MetMalaysia), Ambun
Dindang berkata, hujan lebat juga
diramal di Kelantan, Terengganu

dan Pahang antara November

hingga Disember depan.

Beliau berkata, episod hu-
Jan lebat itu juga dijangka lebih
tertumpu di Johor, Sabah dan
SarawakbermulaDlsemberhlns
ga Januari 2025. ;

“Hujan berterusan mungkin

sun yang lmat atau wujud sistem
tekanan rendah di rantaunegara.

“Kebanyakan tempat dijangka
alami jumlah hujan bulanan pada

‘paras purata kecuali beberapa

kawasan di utara dan timur Se-
menanjung serta timur Sabah
vang dijangka menerima hujan
sedikit atas paras purata pada

fasa awal’ Monsun ‘Timur Laut =
: _ inisiatif menghasilkan model se-

(MTL); katanya.

Beliau berkata _der:uklan ke-
tika berucap pada Forum Iklim
Kebangsaan 2024 bertem
‘Monsun Timur Laut: Tindakan
dan Cabaran Barlsan Hadapan
di sini semalam.

Katanya, pada . penghujung
MTL iaitu dari Februari hingga
MEi beberapa ‘kawasan di uta-

vember

berla]m di negerj Pantai Barat .
-'seldramm berlaku luruan mon-

ra Semenanjung Seperti Perlis,
Kedah dan Pulau Pinang serta
Kelantan dan Terengganu dijang-
ka mengalami cuaca kering dan
kurang hujan.

Ambun berkata, masalah je-
rebu setempat dan rentas sem-
padan serta gelombang haba juga
diramal berlaku sepanjang tem-
poh itu.

“Untuk menangani’ masalah
jerebu, MetMalaysfa mengambil

baran aerosol dan agen pence-
mar atmosfera bagl sokong ope-
rasi harian jabatan, terutama
ketika musim jerebu dan kering,"
katanya.

Jelasnya, di bawah Projek Me-
naik Taraf Stesen Pencerapan
Cuaea Permukaan telah dinaik
taraf di 100 stesennya.

KOSMO
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Pengurusan
cekap bantu

Kesan bqleh- -
diminimumkan
dengan tahap
kesiapsiagaan
sentiasa
dipertingkat

Oleh Mohamed Farid Noh
farid_noh@bh.com.my

Kota Tinggi: Pengurusan cekap
menerusi pelaksanaan Pengu-
rangan Risiko Bencana mem-
bantu mengurangkan kerugian
vang dialaminegara akibat ben-
cana banjin

Timbalan Perdana Menteri,

rugi banjlr -

Datu.k Seri “Dr Ahmad Znhin:l‘

Hamidi, berkata nilai Kerugian
bencana banjir negara tahun lalu
berjaya dikurangkan kepada ki-

ra-kira RM755 juta, berbanding

RM1.03 bilion pada 2022.

' Beliau berkata, walaupun ber-

cana tidak boleh dielakkan, ri-
siko bencana boleh diuruskan de-
ngan kesannya boleh dimini-
mum, apabila tahap kesiapsiaga-
an menghadapi bencana sentiasa
dipertingkat agensi berkaitan.
“Sejak saya menjadi Pengerusi

Jawatankuasa Pengurusan Ben- ' yai

cana Pusat, saya tekankan Ko-
munikasi dan koordinasi.
“Pembabitan kolektifsemua pi-
hak dengan penyelarasan yang
betul membolehkan sesuatu ge-

rak kKerjaitulebih sempurna, me-

ngurangkan Kerugian penguru-
san bencana negara yang akhir-
nyamenjadikan Malaysia sebuah

: - Ahmad Zahid melihat model ;ambamn besi ketika melawat reruai pamerau pada Ma}hs Perasmmn Bulan

Kesiapsiagaai aswnalzazt, di Kota nggu, semnlam. i (Foto BERNAMA)

negara ben:laya tahan bencana, Hadir sama Menteri Besar, Da bencana berlaku.
“PadaMonsun Timur Laut 2023 tuk| Onn Haﬁz Ghazi danMenteri Ahmad Zahid berkata, agensi ke-

yang lalu, erugian yang Pel " Datuk  Seri  Mo- Jjuga di

di rajaan sebanyak hamad Klmled Nordin, merang:  nal pasti risiko banjir di pedalaman

RM755 juta, iaitu tempoh dari kap Ahli Parlimen Kota Tinggi.  lebih awal supaya penyelarasan

Januari sehingga Disember 2023,  Terdahulu Ahmad Zahid vang dengan berkesan.

Nilai kerugian ini menurun ber-  juga Menteri Kemajuan Desa dan “Pada peringkat awal ini, kita

banding RM1.03 bilion pada Mon-  Wilayah melancarkan Dasar Pe- bekerjasama  dengan: Angkatan

sun Timur Laut 2022, iaitu pe-
kérugian sebanyak

ya percaya adalah hasil pengu-
- rusan bencana yang h
dan berkesan oleh pelbagal pihak

lebih cekap

yang terbabit dalam pengurusan
bencana,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian sele-
pas Majlis Pelancaran Bulan Ke-
siapsiagaan Nasional 2024 di Ta-
man Kota Jaya, di sini, semalam.

- Beliau berkata, sistem amaran
‘awal bencana banjir seluruh ne-
‘gara bersedia untuk diaktifkan

ngurangan Risiko Bencana Ne-
gara 2030.

Sistem amaran sedia diaktif

susulan Monsun Timur Laut
yang bakal melanda.

Katanya, pelaksanaan sistem
amaran awal banjir penting un-
tuk dijadikan panduan memin-
dahkan penduduk di kawasan
terjejas lebih awal, iaitu sebelum

BERITA H

Tentera Malaysia (ATM), Jabatan
Bomba dan Penyelamat dan Polis
Diraja Malaysia (PDRM) bagi mem-
buat koordinasi untuk sampai ke
lokasi bencana di

“Sistem amaran awal bencana
banjir daripada Jabatan Meteo-
rologi (METMalaysia) sedia diak-
tifkan apabila tiba masanya.
Pada masa yang sama, bomba
juga mencipta sistemn amaran
yang juga alat bagi mengesan ji-
ka paras sungai menghampiripa-
ras bahaya,” katanya.

RIAN
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Malaysia perlu teknologi simpanan
tenaga capai sifar karbon 2050

e Sistem penyimpanan tenaga berfungsi seperti
gedung mega menyimpan tenaga apabila bekalan
berlebihan dan menyalurkannya semula untuk
penggunaan apabila diperlukan

e Peralihan kepada tenaga bersih dan mampan
~ seperti RE kini memang tepat pada masanya.
Kos teknologi tenaga seperti solar dan bateri
menurun dengan ketara sepanjang dekad lalu

Pengarang Berita
Kanan Digital BH

Oleh Abdul Halim Yusoff
halem@bh.com.my

Kadar rizab margin tenaga di Semenan-
jung bagi 2024 hingga 2030 diunjurkan
antara 28 hingga 36 peratus, iaitu di atas
paras minimum yang mampu menam-
pung permintaan bekalan elekirik seki-
ranya berlaku gangguan bekalan diloji
jana kuasa.

Rizab tenaga diunjurkan ini merang-
kumi bekalan elektrik dijana daripada
loji jana kuasa dikendalikan syarikat

enjana tenaga termasuk Tenaga Nasio-
‘nal Bhd (TNB) daripada sumber gas, arang batu,

hidro dan tenaga boleh baharu (RE) seperti solar
serta angin.

Kapasiti bekalan elektrik kita memang mencu-
kupi, tetapi ia menjadi tidak optimum jika tidak
digunakan. Sebagai jalan penyelesaian, tenaga
berlebihan boleh disimpan dan digunakan bila
keadaan memerlukan menggunakan ‘battery

. storage’. 1

Penggunaan bateri pada skala besar sudah
digunakan dalam sektor automotif menerusi
kenderaan elektrik (EV) yang mesra alamdan
sifar pelepasan karbon. Beberapa tahun lagi, EV
dan teknologi bateri dijangka digunakan dengan
lebih meluas. Ini akan menarik pelaburan baharu,
sekali gus akan memberi impak positif kepada
ekonomi.

Penggunaan meluas bateri EV akan memer-
lukan lebih banyak elekirik dengan sebahagian
besarnya nanti akan dibekalkan daripada sumber
‘RE. Iniselaras dengan apa dinyatakan kerajaan
dalam Pelan Hala Tuju Peralihan Tenaga Negara
(NETR) dilancarkan pada Ogos tahun lalu.

NETR adalah warkah aspirasi negara mencapai

sasaran pelepasan karbon neutral dan Kapasiti =

terpasang RE 70 peratus menjelang 2050 sebagai
antara langkah tuntas mengatasi isu perubahan
iklim. .

Untuk itu, TNB dilaporkan sudah membuat
persediaan untuk bersama kerajaan mencapai
aspirasi sumber tenaga bersih dan berdaya harap.
Memasuki tempoh Kawal Selia 4 (RP4) 2025-

2027, TNB dilaporkan sudah membuat unjuran
perbelanjaan modal berhemah untuk menyokong
rencana peralihan tenaga negara serta memenuhi
pertumbuhan permintaan elektrik semakin pesat.

Perbelanjaan modal ini membabitkan kos
tinggi, seiting dengan senario pelaburan utiliti -
global lain yang juga komited dalam pelan perali-

han tenaga .TNB selaku syarikat awam tersenaral

di Bursa Malaysia perlu memastikan ia mendapat
pulangan wajar dalam membelanjakan modal
untuk operasinya untuk kekal berdaya saing,
mengekalkan kestabilan bekalan elektrik negara,
memperkukuhkan sistem untuk peralihan tenaga
danmenangani isu kelestarian.

Selaras NETR, peralihan kepada penggunaan
RE seperti solar dan angin mungkin jawapannya.
Namun, walaupun RE mesra alam, ia terdedah
kepada pemboleh ubah persekitaran boleh menje-
jaskan keberkesanannya.

Contohnya, solar mungkin tidak menghasilkan
kuasa optimum jika hari mendung. Begitu juga
kincir angin mungkin tak berkesan jika hari te-

duh. Justeru, kaedah penyimpanan tenaga seperti
Sistem Penyimpanan Tenaga Bateri (BESS) dan
Sistem Penyimpanan Tenaga Komuniti (CESS)
memainkan peranan penting dalam mengoptima-
kan keberkesanan RE. . 1
Sistem penyimpanan tenaga berfungsi seperti
gedung mega menyimpan tenaga apabila bekalan

0

berlebihan dan menyalurkannya semula untuk
penggunadn apabila diperlukan. =~ ‘

Ini kerana masa RE dijana dengan banyak
mungkin tidak sama dengan masa banyak tenaga
diperlukan pengguna. [a juga menyediakan fungsi
seperti mengurangkan beban puncak transformer
dan kawalan voltan serta frekuensi sistem untuk
kestabilan grid.

Tiga projek perintis CESS v

Seiring visi TNB untuk membangunkan utiliti
pintar bagi merealisasikan NETR, tiga projek
perintis CESS dilaksanakan menggunakan tekno-
logi penyimpanan bateri (lithium ion).

Projek di Elmina City ini berjaya menzahirkan
bagaimana teknologi CESS boleh mengoptimu-
mkan penggunaan tenaga bersih dalam sebuah
perbandaran pintar sambil mengekalkan prestasi
dan kestabilan rangkaian, sekali gus membuka
jalan ke arah masa depan mampan:

Selain itu, TNB juga memasang BESS dengan
kapasiti 500 kWh di Universiti Tenaga Nasional
(UNITEN) dan 62 kWh di TNB Research untuk
menyimpan tenaga dihasilkan daripada panel
solar di bumbung. ;

TNB mengenal pasti lokasi strategik untuk
meneruskan pemasangan BESS dan CESS ber-
mitla dalam tempoh RP4 2025-2027 ini:

: % xos teknologi tenaga
~ seperti solar dan bateri
~ menurun dengan ketara

BERITI

Malaysia sudah mengumumkan rancangan
untuk menggunakan hingga 500MW teknologi
penyimpanan bateri seperti dinyatakan dalam
Laporan Suruhanjaya Tenaga (ST) mengenai
Pelan Pembangunan Penjanaan Semenanjung
Malaysia 2020 (2021-2039) baru-baru ini.

Manfaat langsung sistem bateriiniadalah
mengurangkan kemungkinan berlakiinya turun

‘naik mendadak permintaan tenaga. Dengan loji

solar disambungkan kepada pelanggan, pengen-
dali kemudahan penyimpanan tenaga juga boleh
menyimpan tenaga terus daripada solar, sebagai
alternatif untuk mengecas penyimpanan tenaga
pada waktu malam menggunakan tarifluar
puncak,

Peralihan kepada tenaga bersih dan mampan
seperti RE kini memang tepat pada masanya. Kos
teknologi tenaga seperti solar dan bateri menurun
dengan ketara sepanjang dekad lalu, malah Kini
menjadi pilihan kuasa murah di pelbagai negara.

Beberapa tahunlalu, teknologi RE agak mahal,
tetapi jika kita ingin menjadikan matlamat men-
capai karbon sifar bersih menjelang 2050 menjadi
kenyataan, RE perlu menyediakan sehingga 90
peratus tenaga dunia, diterajui kuasa solar dan
angin. :

Kos pemasangan panel solar kini antara
RM12,000 hingga RM15,000 bagi sebuah rumah
teres, berbanding RM24,000 hingga RM30,000

" pada 2011. Seiring kemajuan positif kos berke-
. naan, syarikat atau individu menceburi pernia-

gaan tenaga solar, boleh meluaskan usaha niaga
dengan menjadi syarikat penyedia bateri untuk
menyimpan tenaga, sekali gus membantu negara
mengoptimumkan margin kapasiti bekalan
elektrik dengan lebih berkesan. ;

Bagi pelaburan dalam sistem penyimpanan
tenaga oleh TNB pula, ia adalah sangat perlu
untuk membolehkan negara mencapai matlamat
menjana tenaga daripada sumber baharu dan
‘mesra alam, sekali gus membantu negara menca-
pal sifar karbon menjelang 2050. :
Pelaburan berserta pulangan wajar ini perlu
bermula dari sekarang dan tempoh RP4 (2025-
2027) serta berikutnya seperti dirangka kerajaan
dalam perjalanan negara ke arah 2050 mampan
dan lestari. :
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ROBUST MARKETS AHEAD

'Bank Negara sees
business resilience
improving further
in H2, in line with
expanding economic
activity

| ASILA JALIL

'\ KUALA LUMPUR

. bt@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA is expected
to make great stridesin
the currency and finan-
| cial markets, fuelled
, by a robust economy. and external
i factors.
¢ Theringgithad strengthened 11.4
| per cent against the US dollar as of
; Sept 30, mainly driven by external
- factors, according to Bank Negara
Malaysia.
- “Positive economic prospects and
 domestic structural reforms, com-
\ plemented by ongoing initiatives to
| lencourage foreign exchange flows,
. will continue to support the ringgit,”
; said the central bank yesterday.
Inthe financial markets, the coun-
" try’s strong net foreign inflows con-
tinued in August at RM11.5 billion
compared with RM9.1 billion inJuly,
said MARC Ratings.

This brings the year-to-date total
to RM20.8 billion, contrasting with
the muted inflows in the first half of
2024.

“This strong performance is

expected to persist amid global mon-
etary easing. Asat Sept 25, the ringgit
appreciated by 5.1 per cent, position-
ingitselfas Asia'stop-performingcur-
rency, bolstered by thesurge in foreign
inflows.

“This influx has buoyed the bond
market, with Malaysian Govern-
ment Securities sustaining their rally
throughoutSeptember.”

MARC said following the US Fed-
eral Reserve’s recent rate cut at 50
basis points, the broad bond markets
rallied on expectations of furtherUs
rate cuts.

“Yields continued to decline in
September, bull-steepeningand pull-
ing the yield curve out of inversion, a
trend observed in other bond markets
such as in the UK gilts."

The USrate cutcame in responseto
deterioratingemployment data, while
inflation appears to have peaked, with
the personal consumption expendi-
tures price indexremainingat 2.5 per
cent in August (July: 2.5 per.cent).

“Should this trend continue, fur-
ther US rate cuts are expected, which
wouldmaintain therecentstrength of
the ringgit,” MARC said.

Bank Negara said domestic finan-
cial market conditions remained
orderly despite heightened volatility
in global financial markets in the sec-
ond and third quarters.

The shift in investor expectations
around major central banks' mon-
etary policy decisions contributed to
the volatility in financial markets.

It added that business activities
improved in the first half, supported
by the recovery in exports and strong-
erdomestic demand.

Despite the robust economic land-
scape, some business sectors contin-
ued to face challenges.

Bank Negara said this arose from
continuing cost pressures and slower
recovery inconsumerdemand insome
segments for non-essential product.

It added that the credit quality of
business loans remained sound, with
the impairment ratio stable at 2.6 per
cent of business loans.

The share of small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) with delinquent
loans has also declined.

“Consistent with this, the share of
SMEs undergoing repayment assis-
tance programmes trended lower to
4.7 per cent of total SME loans (or 0.8
per cent of total loans from the bank-
ingsystem and development financial
institutions).”

Bank Negara expects business
resilience to improve further in the
second half, in line with the project-
ed sustained expansion in economic
activity.

Input costs are expected to ease
amid lowercommodity pricesand the
appreciating ringgit.

It added that household resilience
continued to be supported by favour-
able economic and labour market
conditions.

The ratio of household debt to
gross domestic product has remained
broadly unchangedat83.8 percentas
household debt grew in line with the
pace of economic activity.

Household borrowings thatmay be
at higher risk of default decreased to
4.4 per cent of total household loans,
from 4.8 per cent in December last
year.
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