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itizens aged

60 and above
who have lived

‘in Selangor for
at least 15 years,
as well a:sd
reglster voters
1in the state with
a household

“income of

- RM3,000 and

: be_low, are

- eligible.”

i Dr Quah Perng Fei

Dr Quah (third from ﬁght) reeeivlng blessings from the fion dance: tmupe at hIB service centre. Looking on are (Erum rigtrl) Ahd Hamid and Ng. and Teng
(second from left). — Photos: [ZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

s Wb Vouch ers Iower festlve

A TOTAL of 550 Bandar Baru Klang
senior citizens received Jom Shopping

vouchers under Selangor guvernment’s J
Skim Mesra Usia Emas (SMUE) ;
programme in cun]lmcuon with Chinese

New Year.
SMUE aims to f.rnpmve the qual.lty lofee

ﬁ;g;ﬁygigﬁﬁi:dh,°mmhug;§eg} 23,400 dlstnbuted statew1de under Selangor government’s
RM200 shopping vouchers..

Bandar Bani Klangassemblymanpr & JOM Shoppmg programme to help old folks celebrate CNY
Quah Perng Fei revealed this during a
Lunar New Year open house at his - : { 1 2 | g
service centre. N i r-

The voucher recipients had earher i
applied for the aid at his centre.

“Citizens aged 60 and above who
have lived in Selangor for at least 15
years, as well as registered voters in
the state with a household income: of k
RM3,000 and below, are elfgihle,“ he
said.

SMUE vouchers can unly]:e claimed
once & year and are for use at dosignated
stores.

Dr Quah hoped the mdwouldhelp
recipients celebrate Chinae New Yearon different sections of society.
a more joyful note. - “It shows that we live in a harmonious

SMUE is aimed at assisting low.[ncome mul.uracial society.”
and needy groups inall 56 Selangor In addition to tossing yee sang, guests
constituencies where an estimated 23,400  were entertained with a lion
vouchers had been distributed for glegonnance -as well as E%a]ii:m -
Chinese New Year. . ese music perform an Y Foveresy iy : : TR
- An estimated 1,300 locals of various ensemble. P X Atraditional music ensemble entertaining guests:

Ng, in his speeeh saillhe was pleased
to see the spirit of goodwill among
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By FARID WAHAB
and LEE JUNE LING
metm@thestar.com.my

A VACANT plot filled wnh con-
struction materials near the
Jalan Kepong-Jalan Jinjang

Utama intersection in Kampung

Baru Jinjang Utara is causing
concern among locals.
Located below the MRT

Putrajaya Line elevated tmcl&._it i

also has untrimmed bushes,
raising fears of pests.

Community activist Yee Poh
Ping said asphalt mix was also
dumped in the area.

Lorries were often spotted
entering the site at night to
unload construction debris and
asphalt mix there, he added.

Yee said this had locals won-

_dering if the plot was being
developed as there: was no sngn

board at the site.
Yee added that muluple
reports had been made but
there had been no response
from Kuala Lumpur Glty all
(DBKL).

“We huﬁe DBKL can heautify z
Tl theareamthgre'en rso locals
- can use the site for recreauonal

purpose,” he said.

Checks by smrMetrn fuu.nd an

old DBKL tape around the area.
alongside a signhoard statmg

that the landowner was the

Federal Lands Commissioner.
Resident Lee Hoi I.-‘.ng urged

the Aauthorities | noLto alJPmye

projécts in the ‘minimise

pollulinn and congesﬁon =
Asource said the plot was -

being converted into a carpark.

- “However, MRT CD[]:I
respunsﬂ:le for managingthe ;

 site, has urdered, 'works to be
,stupped as no prior approval
‘was given.”

He added tﬁat there was a]so a

i pmposal for DBKL to gazette the
' site as a green space to prevent

future developments.
It was learnt that DBKL had
issued a stop-work order and

- was scheduled to vlsit the site

today.

_qs Kepong folk upset over mes;s?at vacant pIot

' The vacant land is located élcﬁrt_lie MRT Putrajaya Line in ;(epung.
THE STAR
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ﬁmp tariff dead_liné lifts rin

KUALA LUMPUR: The ringgit settled high-
er against the US dollar yesterday, as the
roliback of the United States tariffs dead-
line on Mexico and Canada lifted global
growth sentiment, says an analyst.

At 6pm, the ringgit advanced to
4.4400/4495 against the greenback from
Monday’s close of 4.4710/4800,

Bank Muamalat Malaysia Bhd chief
economist Dr Mohd Afzanizam Abdul
Rashid stated that the 30-day delay in

Yh:s‘[)a

implementing US import tariffs on Canada
and Mexico was the primary factor affect-
ing the currency market.

“It shows that there is room for negotia-
tion for both parties to reach an amicable
solution. However, the situation is still fluid
given the surprise element.

_“China has already responded with tariff
hikes on certain products related to agri-
cultural tools and energy import from the
United States.

ggit against greehbéa—(

As such, the currency market will likely
remain volatile,” he told Bernama.

SPI Asset Management managing part-
ner Stephen Innes pointed ouf that the
tariff threat still looms, especially with
April 1 on the horizon, which is the dead-
line Trump has set for his trade team’s
review. 4

“That could bring a more sector-specific
approach, with longer lead times for any
new measures, he said.

THE STAR
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5% r%bate for all festivities

SEKINCHAN: “A 50% toll * highway conces-

discount will be imple- sionaires.

mented during all festive _“In a year, eight

seasons this year to replace | _ days were allocated

the previous toll-free initia- for toll-free travel.

tive introduced by the gov- “Now, the same

ernment. number of days will
Works Minister Datuk Thave a 50% discount

Seri. Alexander Nanta instead.

Linggi (pic) said this measure  “Ifit was free, we would spend

RM160mil.
By halving it, the payment to

would reduce the compensation
borne by the government to

to replace toll-free scheme

concessionaires amounts to
RMSUmJ']," he told reporters dur-
ing a working visit to the Federal
Route FT05 Sungai Besar-Sabak
Bernam here yesterday, Bemama
reported. .

He said the 50% toll discount
was approved in a previous
Cabinet meeting in conjunction
with Chinese New Year 2025.

“For Chinese New Year, a 50%
discount was given, with the deci-

|

sion made considering r.hat the
people,still need it.

“Therefore, the Cabinet has
decided to continue this through-
out the year during festive sea-
sons, including Aidilfitri and
beyond,” he said.

He further clarified that the
cost of the toll discount is covered
by the government using public
funds, not by the highway conces-
sion companies.
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e Dlskaun:so 'f:peratus ganti
seperti sebelum ini bagi : :

e mekamsme--xtolzg:percuma

Olsh MOUDILZZATULLZVAN ™ - jejantas laluan motosikal dan pejalan kaki A N : e 3 /

SABAK BRRNAM 9 e di Jalan Persekutuan (FT) 5 Sungai @A B ] > AT i Sk 47
Besar-Sabak Bernam di sini pada Selasa. ; X f : =

~ Mengulas lanjut, Alexander berkata,

kepuiusan Ppemberian dsskaun bagt sehap

T

. #7erajaan akan ﬁielaksa’nakan'
diskaun tol sebanyak 50 peratus -
‘pada musim perayaan utama se-

gai mekanisme menggantlkan'
tol percuma yang diamalkan sebelum ini.
‘Menteri Kerja Raya, Datuk Seri
Alexander Nanta Linggi berkata, langkah  rajaan de
itu dapat menjimatkan k 'yang terpaksa  syari
ditanggung kerajaan. o8
Menurut beliau, melalui diskaun 50 pe-  darj
ratusfkara]aan dapat,menllma!kan se-~' ~ Ale

"Padaﬁl'ahUHBahamCma baru-baruini Baga:manapun Kabinet selepas itu
diberikan diskaun 50 peratus dengan ke-  membuat keputusan memberikan potong-
putusan itu dibuat memandangkan rakya! an tol 50 peratus dari kadar hiasasempena /
maﬁl;’ memeﬁukannyam;atanya perayaan Tahun Baharu Cina 2025 bagi — . :
iau berkata dem selepasmeng-  semua kenderaan Kelas 1 (persendman) Almndn rsekutuan
adakan tinjauan kerja bagi per_nbinaa'n pada 27 dan 28 Januari. riga Msf:g!.f - %mm = e
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Thalpusam Penumpang komuter Lembah Klang

“/

KUALA LUMPUR - Karﬂtﬂpl :

Tanah Melayu Berhad (KTME)
menawarkan perkhidmatan
tambang percuma selama dua

hari sempena Thaipusam ber-

mula 10 Februari.

Menteri
Anthony Loke berkata, ke-
mudahan itu ditawarkan kepada
penumpang 'KTM  Komuter
Lembah Klang, menggunakan

mekanisme imbasan keluar me-

lalui pmtu automatik (ACG)
lain peﬂ(hldmatan itu akan ber-

operasi 24 jam bagi’ tempoh"

empat hari bermula Ahad.
Beliau berkata, perkhidmatan
bagi laluan Pelabuhan K]ang-
Tanjung Malim-Pelaburan Ki: ang
akan diubah dan beroperasi

mengikut jadual perjalanan

“penuh sepanjang sambutan itu.
“Inisiatif ini diambil bagi me-
menuhi keperluan permintaan
penumpang khususnya peng-
anut agama Hindu, pelancong
serta orang awam yang ingin
menyaksikan keunikan sambut-
an Thaipusam di Batu Caves.
“Kita iangkakan hamplr

500,000 pengguna akan me-

manfaatkan perkhidmatan ini
iaitu peningkatan 10 peratus ber-
banding tahun lepas dengan

kemuncak per}alanan dijangka

pada 11 Februari," katanya pada
sidang media di Stesen KTM
Batu Caves di sini pada Selasa.

Pengangkutan. N

ey “ny( -

BH

An’lhonybezkala. operasi tren
‘tambahan sepanjang empat hari
tiga malam itu melibatkan 494
perjalanan meliputi 33 ‘perkhid-
matan bagi laluan Batu Caves-
Pulau Sebang-Batu Caves,
_ laluan Batu Gaves-Pelabuhan

" Klang-Batu Caves
Sentral-Batu Cavas-KL Sentral
(28 perkhldmalan)

la turut meliputi laluan Batu
Gaves- -Bangi-Batu Caves (enam
perkhidmatan) dan masing-
masing tiga perkhidmatan bagi
laluan Batu Gaves-Sentul dan
laluan Batu Caves-Subang Jaya.

(45
- perkhidmatan) dan laluan: KL

mkmatl =tambang percuma dua harl

bulmpnhnwngumg

dlstuanmumcmpldlﬁm

"Perkhidma‘tﬂn tren tambah-
an akan bermula selepas tren

i amkhirpadasatlaphaﬁ dengan

waktu perkhidmatan seawal jam
9.55 malam bagi laluan dari

‘Stesen Pulau Sebang ke Batu

Caves dan seawal 9.30 malam
bagi tren dari Stesen Pelabuhan
Klang ke Batu Caves,” katanya.

Bagi pengguna dari KL

* Sentral pula, perkhidmatan tren

tambahan akan diselang antara
perkhidmatan sedia ada bermula
11 pagi, menjadikan kekerapan
lebih baik iaitu setiap 30 minit
berbanding sejam pada hari
biasa. - Bernama
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* PERSPEKTIF

" ABDHALIM HUSIN

ratus daripada gaji mereka

kepada Kumpulan Wang

Simpanan Pekerja (KWSP) telah men-
cetuskan pelbagai reaksi dalam
masyarakat Malaysia.

Salah satu manfaat utama cadang~ 3
an ini adalah perlindungan kewangan «

bagi pekerja asing. Dalam banyak kes,
pekerja asing pulang ke negara asal
mereka tanpa sebarang simpanan.

Tanpa sumbangan kepada KWSP,
" mereka berisiko menghadapi kesukaran

kewangan setelah manamatkan per-
khidmatan.

Dengan sumbangan 2 peratus, pe-
kerja asing akan mempunyai akses
kepada simpanan yang boleh digunakan
untuk tujuan persaraan, pendidikan,
atau kecemasan. Ini akan membantu
mereka merancang masa depan dengan
lebih baik.

Selain itu, cadangan ini juga ber-
potensi menlngkatkan kesedaran me-
ngenai perancangan kewangan dalam
kalangan pekerja asing. Keterlibatan
dalam sistem KWSP memberi peluang
kepada mereka untuk memahami
pentingnya simpanan dan perancangan
kewangan.

Dari. sudut pandang ekonomi,
sumbangan pekerja asing juga dapat

pes (g sy
kerjaasing merryumbqng 2pe-e Menlngkaikan daya tﬂnk Malays

3

pekerja asir

L pendapsatail
Dengan lebih. banyak"dana‘

sistem,KWSPdapettme!aburdanmm 3
. berikan pulangan yang lebih baik kepada
© semua pencamnf Ini akan membantu
i 'jmamashken kelestarian sistem pencen

Dengan menyediakan perlindungan
kewangan melalui sumbangan KWSP,

Malaysia akan menjadi'lebih menarik:

bagi pekerja asing yang berpotensi.
Negara ini akan dilihat sebagai destinasi

" pekerjaan'yang lebih baik, di mana pe-
- kerja merasa dihargai dan dilindungi. Ini

berpotensi meningkatkan kualiti tenaga
‘kerja'di'Malaysia, kerana pekerja asing
 yang lebih berkualitas akan tertarik

untuk bekerja di sini.

“Malah, dalam era globallsam ini,
kompetisi antara negara untuk menarik
pekerja mahir semakin ketat. Negara
yang mampu menawarkan perlindung=-

‘an dan faedah yang baik kepada pekerja
- asing akan mempunyai kelebihan dalam

menarik bakat. Dengan melibatkan pe-
kerja asing dalam sistem KWSP,
Malaysia dapat menunjukkan komitmen-

nya terhadap kebajikan semua pekerja,

yang akan meningkatkan reputasi

-negara ini di penngkal arﬂambangsa

Cabaran dan kebimbangan =
Walau' bagaimanapun, terdapat
beberapa cabaran dan kebimbangan

“yang perlu dipertimbangkan sebelum
melaksanakan cadangan ini. Salah satu'

isu utama adalah kenaikan kos operasi
bagi majikan, terutamanya bagi industri

2 R

ecil dan sederhana (IKS) yang ber-
gamung kepada pekerja asing.

- Sumbangan 2 peratus mungkin
anja_d: beban tambahan bagi syarikat
yang beroperasi dengan margin ke-

-untungan yang tipis. Ini boleh me-
- nyebabkan penyesuaian dalam model

pernlagaan di mana majikan mungkin
sa mengurangkan kos di tempat
U menaikkan ha:ga produk dan

lain |

; perkhidmatan.

Kedua, penguatkuasaan undang-
undang adalah aspek penting yang periu

ditangani. Terdapat risiko bahawa ﬁu
- majikan mungkin' mencari jalan untuk A
mengelak daripada mematuhi peraturan ‘a’ 'wa)

baruini. Oleh itu, penguatkuasaan yang
ketat dan pemantauan berterusan ada-
lah penting untuk memastikan bahawa
sistemn ini berfungsi dengan baik.

Ketiga, kefahaman pekerja asing me-
ngenai proses sumbangan dan manfaat
yang akan mereka terima daripada
KWSP juga menjadi cabaran. Banyak

* pekerja asing mungkin tidak memahami

sepenuhnya bagaimana sistem KWSP
berfungsi atau tidak sedar tentang man-
faat yang mereka boleh peroleh.

Implikasi untuk industri kecil dan

,sadarhana (IKS)

Industri kecil dan sederhana (tKS) di
Malaysia, yang sering bergantung ke-
pada pekerja asing, akan merasakan

* kesan langsung daripada peiaksanaan

sumbangan ini. Kenaikan kos operasi
mungkin memaksa IKS untuk menyesuai-
kan strategi mereka.

Ini boleh termasuk peningkatan da-
lam penggunaan teknologi automasi
untuk mengurangkan kebergantungan

* kepada tenaga kerja manual, atau pe-
laburan dalam latihan untuk meningkat-
kan produktiviti pekerja

Namun, ada juga peluang positif.
‘Dengan meningkatkan kualiti pekerja me-
lalui sumbangan kepada KWSP, IKS da-

- pat menikmati manfaat daripada tenaga
kerja yang lebih berkemahlran dan ber-
pengalaman.

Pekerja yang berasa dihargai mung-
kin lebih bersedia untuk memberikan
ki m:l.ruen yang lebih tinggi kepada ma-

yang akhlmya akan meningkatkan

annya, cadangan untuk me-
1blgar;r-pvgkena asing menyumbang 2
ratus kepada KWSP adalah langkah
; g dapat memberikan manfaat
kepada pekerja asing, majikan, dan ne-
gara secara keseluruhan.
Namun, kita perfu mengatasi cabaran
yang mungkin timbul, terutamanya dari
“segi kos dan penguatkuasaan. Kerjasama
antara kerajaan, majikan dan masyarakat
adalah pentmg untuk memastikan
cadangan ini dapat dulaksanakan dengan
berkesan.
- Dengan mengambll langkah ini,
Malaysia bukan sahaja memperkukuh
sistem simpanan persaraan tetapi juga
menunjukkan komitmen untuk menjaga
kebajikan semua pekerja. Ini adalah lang-
kah ke arah pembangunan sosio-
ekonomi yang lebih inklusif dan mampan,
di mana semua pekerja, tanpa mengira
asal usul mereka, mendapat perhatian
dan perlindungan yang sewajarnya.

“*Abd Halim Husin ialah mantan Presiden dan
sekarang Setiausaha Agung
Dewan Perniagaan Melayu Malaysia
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PETALING JAYA — Pela.ksanaan
inisiatif Pusingan Kerja Petugas
Kaunter yang melibatkan se-
mua kementerian dan jabatan
kerajaan mula berkuat kuasa se-

penyarm
" paian perkhidmatan yang lebih
cekap, mesra serta mponsif ter- - 3
hadap keperluan rakyat. PET:
Katanya, hﬂsiaﬁfimbemﬂuan
meningkatkan kemahlmn petu~ Y-

bagafan kemahiran! kerja serta’
memberi pengalaman lebih baik
kepada pelan’g_gan. 5

petugas kaunter akan dibeﬂkan
pendedahan kepada pe]bagal

bolehkan mereka ‘menangani

3 tandanmneutedan.‘sumber Ma-  petugas kaunter akan diberikan

pelbagai pertanyaan dan umsgn nusia yang mempum'aj peranan  latihan berkala dan pemantauan_
pelanggan dengan lebih efisie terian utama termasuk Kemen- langsung dalam penyampaian berterusan bagi memastikan
katanya dalam satu kenya_ . terian Kewanggm Kementerian « perkhidmatan kepada rakyat. kualiti penyampaian perkhidma-

semalam. L Pend!dlican. Katanya, melalui program itu, tan sentiasa berada pada tahap
\1d® X eyl 4

66

‘Melalui ‘pusingan
kerjaini, petugas
kaunter akan
diberikan

. pendedahan kepada
pelbagaiaspek
tugas di kaunter,

- membolehkan
mereka menangani
pelbagai pertanyaan

- pelanggan dengan
lebih efisten”” |

3 terbaik

'Kerajaan yaldn bahawa de
gan pelaksanaan Pus[ngan Ker
Pemgas _Kaunter, perkhidm

~ tan awam negara akan ten

diperkukuh dan mampu mer

~ berikan pengalaman yang leb
~ baik kepada rakyat.” katanya.

Ketua Setiausaha Negara, T:

~ Sri Shamsul Azri Abu Bakar s
¢ belum ini mengarahkan Jabat:
% Perkhidmatan Awam menel

_ serta melaksanakan pusing:
kerja ke atas semua penjaw

awam vang berkhidmat leb
lima tahun di kaunter perkhi
matan kerajaan.

Katanya, tempoh lima t
hun untuk bertugas di kaunt
perkhidmatan terlalulama.
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ALOR GAJAH - Seorang be-
kas pegawai kanan di Jabatan
Ketua Menteri Melaka dire-
man lima hari bagi membantu
siasatan selepas disyaki me-
nyalahgunakan kuasa untuk
kepentingan peribadi tahun
lalu.

Perintah reman sehlnsga 8

. Februari ini dikeluarkan Ma-
jistret Sharda Shienha Mohd.
Suleiman
berusia 42 tahun itu.

Suspek yang masih hujang
ditahan kira-kira pukul 4.50
petang semalam selepas hadir
ke pejabat SPRM Melaka untuk
memberi keterangan.

Menurut sumber, wanita itu
yang pernah bertugas sebagai
Ketua Penolong Setiausaha
di jabatan berkenaan disyaki
melakukan kesalahan den-
gan meminta sumbangan bagi
Program Hari Keluarga/Sasa-
ran Kerja Tahunan beljumlah
RM5,000 sedangkan program

itu tidak wujud dan wang terse-

Bekas pegawal rp
direman kes rasua

‘terhadap wanita

Suspek yang
masih bujang
ditahan kira-kira
pukul 4.50 'petang
semalam selepas
hadir ke pejabat
SPRM Melaka

untuk memberi

keterangan.”

but telah digunakan untuk ke-

gunaan peribadi.
‘Selain itu, suspek juga secara
tidak jujur menggunakan wang

sumbangan duit raya berjum- -

lah RM600 yang sepatutnya di-
berikan kepada 30 orang petu-
gas di bawah seliaannya untuk
kegunaan diri sendiri.
Sementara itu,
SPRM Melaka, Adi Supian
Shafie ketika dihubungi menge-

sahkan tangkapan tersebut.

Pengarah'

farikh: ...
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‘Kabi.net bo]th putuskan atau

‘Syukurlah Kabinet masih kata-

kan okevlah ‘bagi dululah, ja.ngan

100 peratus tolpercuma, =
“Semua (lma diskaun) tol

konses[ Jadi, saya. hamp rakyat
tahu ini (diskaun 50 peratus tol)
dibelaruakan daripada clul rak-
yatjuga, katarw&

Januari lalu, Mesyuamt Jemaah
‘Menteri bersetuju memberikan
 diskaun tol 50 peratus sempena
‘Tahun Baharu Cina 2025.

& dlblavai«hermaan dan itu kena

tukar pandangan ikut keperluan. I
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~ Oleh Amir Abd Hamid
amir_hamid@mediapri-
ma.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

ewan Banda.raya ;

Kuala Lumpur
! k(eDBKU kekal bgﬁ-
n, tusan meroboh-
kag:n re%s diduduki Per-
tub; Bantuan Teknikal
Insaf Malaysia (Insaf Ma-
laysia) di Taman Setia-
- wangsa, di sini dan mem-
beri tempoh tambahan dua
' min, untuk ' mengo-
son| tapak berkenaan.
Menteri di Jabatan Per-
dana Menteri (Wizlaafah
Persekutuan), ‘Dr
Mustafa berkata, status ta-
pak itu milik Pejabat Tanah
dan Galian Wilayah Per-
sekutuanbadan sudx {:hwa:-
takan sel tanah lapan|
- di bawah s%?:iaan DBKL, :
~ “Berdasarkan maklumat
saya terima, operasi di-
buat teratur mengi-
kut peraturan. Bebe-
dea siri libat urus
aksana sejak Di-
sember 2023 dan

sudah kali dﬂcelunr-

kan.
“Pihak
bersetuju mengosongka.n
tapak  selewat- lewatnya
pada 31 Januari 2025. ka-
a.
D’l" Za.hha menegaskan

keputusan DBKL berdasar-

kan prosedur ditetapkan
dan peratumn pihak ber-
kua.sa rlu dipatuhi.
aupun operasi su-
dah dilaksana (semalam),

namun DBKL masih beri
ruang untuk pihak terbabit

mengosongkan tapak itu
dalam tempoh dua minggu
dari sekarang.

DBKL Roﬁou' .iiREMls INSAF MALAYsiA -

Niat murni .
mereka amat saya
hargai terutama
LIRS el dalam melakukan

kerja amal

perh.\huh'm .

Dr Zaliha “Niat
murni mereka
amat i terutama da-
lam melakukan kerja amal
Namun peraturan dan garis
panlduélln h}nﬂl]:akhberkuasa
perlu dipa tanya.
Sebelum  ini, Presiden
dan Pengasas Insaf Mala-
ysia, Ishak Abdul Kadir
berkata pihaknya meminta
supaya DBKL dan Ahli Par-
limen Setiawangsa Nik Na-
zmi Nik Ahmad memper-
timbangkan semula notis
pengosongan dikeluarkan

- pada 28 Januari lalu dan

dijadualkan berkuat kuasa
pada 3 Februari 2025.
Menurut Ishak, pihaknya
bukan menolak pemba-
ngunan atau enggan ber-
pigrlllcll’ah; tetapi t%saaéih da-
lam proses mencari lokasi
baharu sebagai’ ganti ke-
pada premis terbabit.
ihak  kami  sudah
menghantar surat kepada
DBKL, Parlimen Setia-
wangsa, Datuk Bandar
Kuala Lumpur dan Pejabat
Tanah supaya proses pe-

~ robohan dapat ditangguh-

kan selama enam bulan,

PROSES bol i < Insaf Malaysia dilakukan DBKL di

namun permohonan karm
tidak d]der:igu
“Premis gunakan sejak
tahun 2011 dan menjadi
pusat utama pelbagai
program kebajikan terma-
suk pengagihan bantuan
makanan kepada golongan
memerlukan,” katanya.
Untuk rekod, bermula
jam 8 pagi kelmarin DBKL
merobohkan Pejabat dan
Dapur Insaf Malaysia di Ta-
man Senawangsa yang su-
dah beroperasi la ta-
hun se;a.k ditubuhkan se-
cara rasmi pada lun 2011,
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lagi tol

Muktamad, tiada
percuma

UM
OlehISKANDARSHAH ~ §)
MOHAMED
u! com.my

SABAK BERNAM: Kerajaan akan
memberi diskaun tol 50 pera-
tus sepan]ang musim perayaan
tahun ini sebagai mekanisme
menggantikan tpl percuma yang
~ dila sebelum ini.
Menteri Kerja Raya, Datuk
Seri Alexander Nanta Linggi
berkata, diskaun tersebut akan

dilaksanakan selama lapan hari ',

setahun.

* Jelas beliau, m:smuf 1tu‘men—
jimatkan kos pembiayaan kera-
jaan kepada syarikat konsesi
berjumlah RM80 juta setahun
berbanding RMi80 juta me-
nerusi pemberian tol percuma.

“Pada Tahun Baharu Cina
lalu, kita memberi diskaun 50
peratus dengan keputusan itu
dibuat kerana rakyat masih
memerlukannya (musim pera-

yaan).

“Jadi, kita memutuskan ia
(diskaun) sepanjang tahun pada
musim perayaan dengan selepas
ini Aidilfitri dan seterusnya,” ka-
tanya selepas melakukan lawa-

' tan kerja di Jalan Persekutuan

FTo5 Sungai Besar-Sabak Ber-
nam, Sekinchan, semajam o

" Utusan Malaysia - pada 24
Januari lalu melaporkan, kera-

jaan mengumumkan diskaun 50

peratus selama dua hari bagi ka-

dar tol biasa sempena perayaan

Tahun Baharu Cina 2025..
Keputusan itu diambil se-

lepas Kabmet sebulat suara
meneruskan bantuan tol bi-
‘arpun  menanggung implikasi
kewangan dianggarkan Dber-
jumlah RM20.08 juta bagi mem-
bayar pampasan kepada syari-
kat konsesi tol.

Mengulas lanjut, kata Alex-
ander, keputusan pemberian
diskaun bagi setiap musim per-
ayaan itu telah dipersetujui Ka-
binet sebelum ini.

“Kabinet boleh put‘uskan
atau tukar pandangan ikut kep-
cerluan. Syukur Kabinet masih
- katakan okay bagi dululah, jan-
gan 100 peratus tol percuma.

“Semua  (kos  diskaun):
dlblayal kerajaan dan bukan-
" nya syarikat konsesi. Jadi, saya
harap rakyat tahu itu;? katanya.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA
Tarikh: .......0.5..ERR.20..



EQUITABLE WEALTH BlSTRIBUTlOH

EXPERTS: TARGETED SUBSIDIES FAIRER

Savings can help the government

reduce poverty, foster mclus:ve growth

say. economlsts

-

AMALIA AZM| )
KUALA LUMPUR
amalia.azmi@nst.com.my

UBSIDY rationalisation
should'not be seen as a pun-

ishment for high-income .

earners, butratherasawayto
distribute the country’s wealth more
equitably to the deserving,
Economists say redirecting
funds from broad subsidies to mere
targeted schemes ensuresthatthose
who truly need them get help, while
also reducing wastageand leakages.
Academy of Sciences fellow
Datuk Dr Madeline Berma said the

Madani government’s shift from.

broad-based to targeted subsidies
was commendable and will ensure
fairness for those most in need.

She said with blanket subsidies
having been entrenched since the
1980s, the transition to targeted
subsidies was long overdue,

Blanket subsidies, she said, were
costly. s

“For example, 53 per cent of fuel
subsidies benefit wealthy house-
holds, while only 15 per cent reach
the B40," she told the New Straits
Times.

She said the opaque nature of
blanket subsidies also enabled rent-
seeking behayiour and contributed
to distortions in the market, like
smuggling.

Economist Dr Geoffrey Williams
said targeted subsidies were over-
due.

He said previous governments
lacked the courage to reform the
subsidy system.

" The targeted
- subsidies
will allow the
government
to make better
investmentsin
educationand
healthcare, as
well assupport
effortstoreduce
poverty an foster_.

DATUKDRMADEI_‘JNE )
BERMA T L L e
Academy of Sciences fellow:

MADANI

Williamssaid the rationalisation
of the electricity subsidy had saved

the government money as It was'

basedon usage.

“For electricity sub51clles every~
one'gets subsidies below 600 kWh
permonth regardless of incomelev-
el. The subsidies are removed only
after your bill exceeds 600 kWh.

“Thesavings fromsubsidy ration-
alisationso farhave been effective in
saving billions of ringgit,” he said.

In the 2025 Budget, the govern-

ment allocated RM58.2 billion for

subsidies, assistance and incen-
tives.

Italso plansto removethe RON95
petrol subsidy for the top 15 per cent
of income earners (T15).

The T15 group will also see the
gradual reductionoftheir education
subsidies, withthesavingsallocated
to improving boarding schools and
public university infrastructure:,

This approach of reducing sub-
sidies on public services will be
extended the public health system.

The government said the sav-
ings could be used to fund medical
devicesforlow-income patients and
upgrade equipment at public health-
care facilities.

Putra Business School économist
Associate Professor Dr Ahmed Raz-

man Abdul Latiffsaid thisapproach”

to subsidies was practised in devel-
oped economies and could move
forward because the government
was stable.

“Thisinitiative will pave the way
for Malaysia to achieve that (devel-
oped country) status, as efficient
utilisation of resources will help
the country to become more com-
petitive and sustainable,” he said.

LONG-TERM BENEFITS

Madelinesaid the targeted subsidies
will allow the government to make
betterinvestmentsin education and
healtheare, aswell as support efforts

~ to reduce poverty and foster inclu-

sive growth:

'Thispresentsanopponumtyto
‘build back better’, creating strong-
er, more resilientand moreinclusive
education and 'health systemsin a
post-Covid environment.

“Savings from these subsidies
can reduce inequality of opportu-

nity in education and health, and
narrow education, skill and health
gaps as well as their quality,” she
said.

HOW TO IMPLEMENT THE
TARGETED SUBSIDIES?
Razmansaid the success of targeted
subsidies depended on the govern-
ment having comprehensive and
accurate data to determine who
waseligible forthemand an efficient
implémenting meehanism.

Razman said this would ensure
only those who needed them would
get help and prevent misuse.

He said full support from the
public and industry was crucial.

Madeline 5aid the government
would need a comprehénsive near-
real-time database to differentiate

- the subsidy beneficiaries.

“The database must lncludedata
on household background and vul-
nerability thatincludesvehicletype,
income group and tax residency.

“To ensure a fairer distribution
ofgovernment funds, policymakers
must also consider evidence-based
approaches to design subsidy pro-
grammes that balance economic
objectives with social equity and
sustainability,” she said.

vaﬂoushiemnegxﬁxpsmpponme
‘plan to remove the RON95 petrol
mbﬁdyf?ﬁhe top 15 r oém of

me"

' However, sbés&iﬂ
‘earners should see itma ‘way to
mntribute to  the munrxy’s ﬂeﬂal

45

dRit

opment. !

© Lydiasaidit was essential that
thepoﬁcvwasperéeiﬂedasfairand
thatthe funﬂsfmmslbslﬂyreduo-
Lionswaespenton !nit{aﬂmthaf.
‘benefited all segments of society.

Hani Azman, 32, a private-sec-

tor employee from the M40 group,

* Academy of Scleitcesfel{mﬁ Damk Dr Made!fnediea says the Madzjnfgoverumem’s shift from
broad-based to targeted subsidies will ensure fairness foru_'mse most in nlzed. NSTP PIC BY AIZUDDIN SAAD

' said it xwas 1mportant t,hat the

government reinvested the sav-
ings from subsidy rationalisation;
inmlnfm!tmgmmurmst—of-{iﬂng‘
initiatives.

'Radudngeducnﬂunaml health

- subsidies for high-income earners
. will positively impact public insti-

tutions if savings are reinvested‘
wlsay

'Enha.nclng public education
infrastructure can create better
laming opportunities forall stu-
dents, particularly those from mid-

i dle-andlow—inmmeramlli&c. she |

Hani!‘ah Serewan 45, a part-
time cook, praised the govern-
ment’s move to target subsidies
more effectively, saying that it
could lead to significant improve-

* ments for people like' her, who

needed them most.

*'She said'the. moneysaved from
* targetingsubsisdies shouldalso be
channelled to social programmes

+ and infrastructure improvements.

NEW 5TR zLDLS) FIEIBD/IZGKE
\3

Tarikh: c..eeeeenseereeccsccsssaseeses



RISING GLOBAL UNCERTAINTY

'RINGGIT IS RELATIVELY STABLE’

Malaysia has stronger macroeconomic
fundamentals, proactive policy measures

r/)
[
HE ringgit is less vulner-
able than some of its
Asean peers despite be-
ing sensitive to global
risk sentiment and capital out-
flows, industry observers said.
Malaysia's diversified economy
and stable fiscal policies offer a
buffer compared with smaller,
less diversified regional curren-
cies, said Stephen Innes, man-
aging partner at SPI Asset Man-
agement.
If trade tensions escalate fur-
ther, the ringgit could feel the

FAIQAH KAMARUDDIN
KUALA LUMPUR
bt@nst.com.my

heat, particularly if investor sen-
timent deteriorated sharply, he

_told Business Times.

Innes said year-to-date perfor-
mance shows that the ringgit has
weakened moderately, weighed
down by global risk aversion and
domestic economic concerns.

“That said, compared with
some Asean currencies that have
suffered steeper losses due to
higher external vulnerabilities,
the ringgit’s relative stability re-
flects Malaysia's stronger
macroeconomic fundamentals
and proactive policy measures.”

Innes said Malaysia was caught
in the middle of the US-China
trade war, facing immediate risks

that surpass any potential long-
term gain.

“While supply chain shifts
could open new doors for invest-
ment, the ringgit’s trajectory will
be dictated by how deep the trade
tensions cut into global growth —
and whether Malaysia can lever-
age its economic strengths to
weather the storm.”

He noted that the intensifying
trade war presented major risks
for Malaysia, especially in its ex-
port-driven sectors like electron-
ics and commodities.

Innes said disruptions in global
demand and supply chains could
lead to capital outflows, height-
ening market volatility and
putting downward pressure on
the ringgit, as investors flee to
safer assets amid rising global
uncertainty.

“While the immediate impact is

negative, Malaysia's strategic po-
sition in global trade could offera
silver lining. As companies seek
to diversify production away
from China, Malaysia stands to
benefit from increased foreign
investment in its manufacturing
and export sectors,” he added.

Innes said these gains would
not be immediate, as they would
take time and required short-
term supply chain adjustments
before significant economic ben-
efits can be realised.

MIDF Research said the ringgit
was slightly stronger against the
US dollar in January, appreciat-
ing by 0.3 per cent to end the
month at RM4.45.

In its January 2025 monthly
currency review, the research
firm said the local note strength-
ened against most currencies.

It rose 0.7 per cent month-on-

month against the euro and 1.3
per cent month-on-month
against the pound.

Its strongest gain was against
the Sri Lankan rupee, rising 2.0
per cent month-on-month.

Bank Muamalat Malaysia Bhd
chief economist Dr Mohd
Afzanizam Abdul Rashid said
Trump was using tariffs as a tool
to negotiate better trade deals.

“While this can wreak havoc on
market sentiments, the US econ-
omy is in good shape and it does
not make sense if the sitting pres-
ident would want to reverse such
a positive trend,” he added.

Afzanizam suggested that
Malaysia should navigate these
challenges by securing more free
trade agreements (FTAs), both
unilateral and multilateral, to en-
hance its position in the global
economy.
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Power tariff hike will not
affect 85% of population: PM

® Increase only appliesto
industries and superrich,
inaccordancewith s

ImbalanceCost ~ ~ $[ §

Péss—ThroUgh méchaniém

is reasonable as it is part of

of government
toallocate more funds fordevdopmmtmf

schools, hosplu:ls

superﬂdl.
d the business eummunity
not compromise. We have to incréase.

angry sentiments”

. He was replying to a question from
Wan Abhmad  Fayhsal Wan Ahmad
(PN-Machang) in the Dewan

Anwar also rejected Wan Ahmad ‘s notlon of
an unpredictable or “flip-flop” economy,
describing the opposition MP’s claims as not
based on factual data, Bernama reported.

“The economy is not a show, it is based on
facts. The fact is that our investments have
increased significantly compared with (the
time under) previous prime ministers.

the fariffs, but it will not affect 85% of thg‘
population. So listen camﬁjlly. but not with

Anwar stressing a point in the Dewan Rakyat yesterday. - BERNAMAPIC

“The fact is that our
encouraging. The fact is that the ringgit is still
strengthening despite uncertain geopolitical
conditions and tariffs imposed by other
countries. Those are the facts, not lies, and we
should know the difference”

rate is

Currently,. the government provides
electricity subsidies to over 85% of households.

 The basic electricity tariff is set by the Energy

Commission under the Incentive-Based

Regulation framework and is reviewed every
threeyears. |
In addition to the basic tariff, there is the
ICPT mechanism, which is reviewed every six:
months. The ICPT adjusts electricity rates
based on actual changes in fuel costs.

The next tarifi review is scheduled

“for July.
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