B

37

’

by

NG BER

PENGURUSAN PEMANTAUAN KERATAN AKHBAR MBSJ
TARIKH: 05 MAC 2025 (RABU)

MEDIA ELEKTRONIK (AKHBAR ONLINE / TELEVISYEN / RADIO)

BIL

AKHBAR

TAJUK

1.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA

SKUAD PANTAS MBSJ, MPKL LAKSANA SIMULASI
BENCANA BANJIR

LAIN-LAIN PBT

BIL

__AKHBAR

PBT  TAJUK

THE STAR

MBSA

MBPJ | » DO DETAILED STUDY BEFORE PRIVATISINGMBPJ
CREMATORIUM

COMPOUND REDUCTION

DBKL URGED TO ENGAGE WITH PUBLIC OVER FEE
HIKE

RM10,000 PLEDGED FOR CITY's CYCLING INITIATIVES

DBKL

SINAR HARIAN

‘SAMPAI BILA KAMI NAK BAYAR SAMAN PARKIR?'
MBPJ ¢ PENDUDUK CADANG BINA PARKIR BERTINGKAT DI
KAWASAN LAPANG

BERITA HARIAN

¢ DBKL BUAT LAPORAN POLIS PIHAK MANIPULASI

DBKL LESEN BAZAR RAMADAN

AKHBAR

THE STAR

: ‘ TAJUK
INNOVATION AWARDS
VIGILANT WATCH ON BAZAARS
2% EPF CONTRIBUTION NOT A BURDEN
Al1S KEY IN INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY, SAYS PM
RESILIENT GROWTH, SECURE RETIREMENT
ACTION PLAN ACTIVATED TO MONITOR OPEN BURNING

SINAR HARIAN

SULTAN SELANGOR BERKENAN TERIMA ZAKAT PERNIAGAAN WHB
RM2.9 JUTA

KWSP BOLEH BERI PERTIMBANGAN KHAS

KAJIAN LENGKAP PERLU DIBUAT

WARTAWAN PERLU BERINTEGRITI, TOLAK GANJARAN WANG

TIADA CADANGAN WAJIBKAN PENCARUM ISLAM PILIH SIMPANAN
SYARIAH

KOSMO

ANWAR ARAH PANTAU HARGA MAKANAN DI BAZAR RAMADAN
PENGELUARAN KWSP PERLU BERHEMAH - PM

HARIAN METRO

322 INDIVIDU DITAHAN SPRM DALAM MASA 2 BULAN
KKM TAK KAWAL SELIA CAJ FASILITI KEMUDAHAN SWASTA

BERITA HARIAN

PENGELUARAN SIMPANA KWSP KELONGGARAN BERI KESAN
NEGATIF KEPADA PENCARUM

UTUSAN MALAYSIA

KWSP TIDAK BOLEH DIKELUAR SEWENANG-WENANGNYA - PM
OPR DIJANGKA KEKAL 3.0 PERATUS

Ll B | R | e ] oo

NEW STRAITS TIMES

PM: NO UNCONTROLLED EPF WITHDRAWALS

THE SUN

AIR SELANGOR INTENSIFIES EFFORTS TO ADDRESS WATER
SCARCITY

EARLY EPF WITHDRAWALS MAY JEOPARDISE RETIRED LIFE : PM
SELANGOR SULTAN RECEIVES RM13.2m BIUSINESS ZAKAT

GOVT GETS STAY ORDER FOR RM1.7b PENSION PAYMENT




5 Mac 2025, 10:31 am O v @0 o d ©® O LOG MASUK a

I

KOLEKSIKISAH [ ** | o .
Malaysia =R

Skuad Pantas MBSJ, MPKL laksana
simulasi bencana banijir

Kini hanya
RM27

Oleh ABDUL RAZAK IDRIS 1 Mac 2025, 557 pm

0000

KUALA LANGAT: Skuad Pantas Maijlis Bandaraya
Subang Jaya (MBSJ) dan Maijlis Perbandaran
Kuala Langat (MPKL) berkolaborasi
menjayakan simulasi menyelamat mangsa
banjir di Tasik Bandar Saujana Putra, di sini hari
ini.

Menurut Timbalan Pengarah, Jabatan
Korporat Dan Pembangunan Strategik Maijlis
Bandaraya Subang Jaya (MBSJ), Aztarizal
Abdul Rashid, bencana alam seperti banijir
yang dilaporkan berlaku di beberapa negeri
kebelakangan ini memerlukan koordinasi
komprehensif melibatkan pasukan
penyelamat antara pihak berkuasa tempatan

(PBT) di negeri ini
UTUSAN MALAYSIA ONLINE
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Skuad Pantas MBSJ, MPKL laksana
simulasi bencana banjir

"Kolaborasi ini adalah latihan yang berterusan
yang mana antara PBT kita bekerjosoma dan
bertukar pandangan, fikiran dan kita
melaksanakan latihan bersama ini kita akan
dapat pengetahuan dan pengalaman baharu
secara bersama.

“Hari ini apabila kita buat latihan bersama
dalam bentuk simulasi menggunakan aset-
aset MPKL Kita dapat ‘explore’ kepada aset-
aset yang baharu selain daripada aset
kebiasaan yang kita guna,” katanya kepada
pemberita sempena Lawatan Kerja Skuad
Pantas MBSJ Ke MPKL Mengenai Skop Tugas
Pantas MPKL, di sini hari ini.

Azfarizal berkata, hasil program tersebut,
anggota Skuad Pantas MBSJ dapat belajar
tentang iimu baharu daripada aset-aset yang
dimiliki pinak MPKL.

Katanya, kedua pihak turut berbincang aspek
penambahbaikan pengurusan Skuad Pantas
masing-masing berdasarkan amalan terbaik
kedua pihak.

Sementara itu Ketua Unit Pantas MPKL, Ts,
Mazlan Abdul Manap berkata, program
tersebut membolehkan kedua pihak
mewujudkan kerjasama, berkongsi maklumat
dalam melakukan kerja-kerja menyelamat
semasa kecemasan mahu pun bencana,

SYARIAH ,| ; (| ma\;\{\zsaw

"Senario antara kedua maijlis iaitu majlis
bandaraya dan maijlis perbandaran, maka kita
dapat kongsi bersama segala pengetahuan
yang ada.

“Walaupun MBSJ lebih senior (besar) daripada
kita, ada senario-senario kita boleh memberi
nilai tombah kepada mereka dan begitu juga
sebaliknya,” katanya.

Pada program tersebut kedua pihak telah
mengadakan program simulasi
menyelamatkan mangsa banjir di Tasik
Bandar Saujana Putra di bawah kawasan
pentadbiran MPKL.

Tujuannya adalah bagi meningkatkan
pengetahuan dan pengalaman anggota-
anggota Pantas MBSJ seramai 21 orang dalam
latihan pemanduan bot dan memindahkan
mangsa-mangsa banjir secara lebih
sistematik.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA ONLINE
TARIKH: 5 MAC 2025
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DBKL urged to engage

‘?’;\,’

with public over fee hike

By BAVANIM i
bavanim@thestar.com.my

STAKEHOLDERS are demanding

Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
consult the public and ensure
transparency, after it has
suspended a shocking 1,200%
increase in cremation service
charges amid widespread
backlash. A ®

Federal Territory MCA deputy
chairman Tan Kok Eng said the
local authority had failed to-
consider the impact of the hike
on the poor. !

“Why did DBKL push through
such an exorbitant hike without
engaging the very people it
affects the most —low-income
residents who rely on the Jalan *
Kuari Crematorium and other
DBKI-managed burial facilities?”
he questioned.

While welcoming the
suspension, Tan criticised DBKL
for failing to consult the public
beforehand.

“ITt is good that they putiton = *
hold, but why was there no con-
sultation in the first place?

“This is a public facility meant
for the poor, yet DBKL acted uni-
laterally without considering the
impact,” he said.

Tan pointed out that this was
not the first time DBKL had
attempted such a move.

“Almost 15 years ago, DBKL
tried to privatise the cremateri-
um, but the plan was scrapped
due to public pressure.

“Now, they are attempting to.
raise the price by more than

inc

er

Tan says DBKL m'ustju_stif)'! !
creamatorium service price hike.

1,000% — which is outright ridicu-

* lous because itis even higher

than what private funeral par-
lours chiarge,” he added.
Yesterday, StarMetro reported
that service charges at the Jalan *
Kuari Crematorium in Cheras
were set to increase by 1,200%
from March 1, with cremation
fees rising from RM100 to
RM1,000 and an additional
RM300 daily charge for hall
usage. :
~ The total cost of RM1,300
would make it more expensive
than private crematoriums,
which charge between RM800

_ and RM1,000 for similar services.

'DBKL had also planned to
impose a RM1,000 deposit for
using the crematorium hall, but

rease in charges

/

Ghin says suspending the hike is
not enough.

postponed all the new charges
following protests. :

- Funeral service providers had
condemned the hike as “unjustifi-
able and excessive”. f

Echoing Tan’s concerns, Salak

South Village MCA branch deputy

chairman Banie Chin said sus-
pending the hike wasn't enough.
“DBKL needs to explain why
they thought it was acceptable to
impose such a steep increase
without a single consultation.”
‘While noting that maintenance
costs for such services had
increased, Chin said charging
more than private funeral par-
lours was not acceptable.
“Either someone is making a
profit from this, or DBKL has lost
all sense of what public service

- Stakeholders want.'-gr_eéter transparency over
at Jalan Kuari Crematorium

means,” he said.

Save Kuala Lumpur (SKL)
coalition chairman Datuk M. Ali
acknowledged that costs were
rising but stressed that DBKL
must explain their reasoning for
increasing the fees, and the

- guantum should be reasonable.

“Any increase must be
implemented gradually,” he said,
adding that changes in fees must
be fair and not burden the
public.

Tan said he would write to.
Kuala Lumpur mayor Datuk Seri
Maimunah Mohd Sharif and the
Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department in charge of Federal
Territories, Dr Zaliha Mustafa, for
more information on the matter.

He said he had spoken to
Federal Territories MCA chair-
man Datuk Seri Dr Wee Jeck
Seng, who has agreed to bring
the matter up in Parliament if the
matter remained unresolved.

In a media staternent, DBKL
clarified that the new service and

facility charges under DBKL Rate

of Charges Standing Order 2025,
which took effect on Feb 1, have

‘been temporarily suspended

until further notice.

1t stated that all charges would
remain at previous rates while it
reviewed the matter.

DBKL also said thatitwould
announce any further updates in
due course. '

Tarikh: .....
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LEMBAH Pantai MP Fahmi
“ Fadzil has pledged RM10,000
to support cycling initiatives
under Kuala Lumpur City
Club.
Cylslgjgmounced this during the
launch of an upcoming charity

cycling event in mnjunction w1th

50 years of the Federal
Territories.
During the event at Royal
Selangor Club (RSC) in Kuala
* Lumpur, former national cyclists
were also recognised for their
contributions to the sport.
Fahmi, who is also
Communications Minister, spoke
.on the importance of supporting .
~ sports clubs and associations
that benefitted city residents.

He said it was his responsibili-
ty asan MP to ensure these
organisations could continue
their impactful work.

“Asa KuaIaLmnpurmemiSer: wa

of Parliament, I see the need fo|
us to support and assist clubs:
under Kuala Lumpur City
(DBKL) because our colleaguu
in DBKL have done much to he
the city'sresidents.

“We as MPs must also tr;b—
ute towards these efforts,” he
told Bernama.

Among fund remplenls we
seven former cyclists.

They included Harris Fadzillah
Osman, Musairi Musa,
Shahrulneeza Razali and
Khairulfizal Hashim.

The charity ride, scheduled
to take place in September, is
expected to attract over 400

rticipants, .

Imlt au%?:o encourage a hea.lr.hy

Tarikh:

'RM10,000 pledged for

Cr

's cyclmg mrtratrves

MP's contnbutron to assist KL clubs in thelr impactful work

‘and active h.festyle among city
- dwellers.

Fahmi also spoke on the
importance of regular health
check-ups and for people to reg-
ularly monitor their blood sugar

STAR

levels choles:erul and blood

press

He suggested city residents as
‘well as DBKL staff prai ‘Rm
healthier lifestyle through acmn—
ties like cyeling.

Separately, Fahmi ar:lmnwl—
edged DBKL's efforts in address-
ing issues such as traffic conges-
tion and abandoned vehicles in
public housing areas.

“As part of the administration,

.Fahml (shdh from right] whh ride sponsors and Ulher guests during the launch of the charfty ride marking the Snth anniversary of the Federal
. Terrﬁories - Bemarna

I.am here as both a spokesman
and a listener.

“Should there be matters that
need to be raised to the Prime
Minister or relevant authorities,
1 am ready to assist,” he added.
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RESILIENT GROWTH SECURE RETIREMENT =

By M.MAGESWARI
mages@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: The Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) has once again
demonstrated its resilience by declaring-a
6.3% dividend for both conventional and
shariah savings in 2024.

This marks the highest payout since
2017, exceeding expectations and reinforc-
ing EPF's position as one of the world’s
most stable retirement funds.

The total payout reached RM73.24bil,
with RM63.05bil allocated to conventionalk
savings and RM10.19bil to shariah savmgs

This positive performance

EPFs robustinvestment srrategles ai!clab:l— :

ity to adapt to economic challenges, ulti-

mately securing the financial well-being of

its 16.2 million members.

Sustainable growth S
EPF’s ability to generate isustainable

growth is evident in its investment income,

which surged 11% to RM74.46bil’ from
RMG66.99bil in the previous year.

The fund’s total assets have also grown
'by 10% to RM1.25 trillion, driven by strate-
gic portfolio diversification and net contri-
butions amounting to RM108.22bil.

A significant 63% of EPF's investment
assets are allocated domestically, generat-

_ing RM37.02bil in income and reinforcing

stability amid' global £CONOMIC uncertain-

ties. This consistent growth reassures con-
tributors that EPF remains a reliable pillar
of financial security. i

Many members, including corporate
leaders and professionals, have expressed
their trust in EPF's investment strategies.

Heng Hiap Industries Sdn Bhd founder

and chief executive officer Seah Kian Hoe
lauded EPF's resilience, stating that its abil-
ity to navigate economic challenges while
maintaining stable returns strengthens his

confidence in long-term financial plan-

ning. He reaffirmed this trust by voluntari-

ly topping up RM100,000 last year and

again this year, further solidifying EPF as
his preferred retirement savings vehicle.
gineering manager M. Logeswaran

- appreciates EPF's well-executed invest-

ment strategies, reinforcing his belief that
his hard-earned money is working for him.
" Retiree Prabaker Rao emphasises that a

‘comfortable retirement isn't left to chance

but is built through careful planning anda

trusted financial partner.
He highlights that EPF contributors ben- |

efit from mandatory 11% contributions
and can start saving as early as 14 years
old, ensuring a strong financial foundation
for the future:

Tunku Abdul Rahman University of
Management and Technology principal lec-
turer Satwant Singh points out how EPF’s
long-term stability empowers him to focus
on hl;pmf&mn knowing his future is

Executive Noorfara.hana Zulkifle sees

“EPF's prudent financial management as a

source of JJeace of mind, allowing her to
plan ahead with confidence.

For young professionals like suhware.

developer Jason Lee, the fund’s strong
formance reassures him that his e rly

invesu'nenj,s will yield solid returns,
strengthening his financial foundation. 3

Ensuring long-term ﬁnancial security
As Malaysia’s population ages, with pro-

jections indicating that 17.3% will be aged

60 and above by 2040, the need for sound
financial planning has never been more

© urgent.

EPF's commitment lu sustamable divi-
dends and innovative financial literacy pro-

' grammes ensures that contributors are bet-
 ter equipped to plan for their retirement.

Initiatives such as flexible withdrawal

options and digital enhancements empow- -
er members to make informed financial

decisions, reinforcing EPF's role as more
‘than just a retirement fund — it is a com-
prehensive ﬁna.nual safety net

Optimising EPF sirategies

To further strengthen EPF's long-term per-
‘funna,nce sevetal key strategies can be

explored:
> Enhanced financial literacy pro-
ngthen‘l‘xrﬁﬁnandal education
across a]l age gro| equip contributors
‘with essential lcnuwiedge to make informed

' investment and retirement decisions

> Diversified global investments:
‘increasing ﬁ:sure to high-growth inter-
national markets can mitigate risks and
enhance long-term returns, ensuring the
‘sustainability of dividend payouts

> Higher contribution incentives:
offering tax benefits, employer-matching
schemes, or structured top-up plans can
encourage voluntary savings an nnprove
retirement adequacy

> Technology-driven services: leverag-
ing Al-powered analytics and digital too

‘can provide personalised’ financial plan-

ning insights and enhance accessibility for
cunmhutom

TAR
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> Flexlhle retirement options: intro-
ducing phased withdrawals and staggered
pension’ plans can allow: contributors to
manage pust—reurement income more
effectively

> Expanding domectic investmenm
strengthening investments in key national
sectors such as infrastructure, renewable
energy and technology — while exploring
new opportunities — can drive economic
growth and enhance stable returns for F.PF
‘members

> Greater customisatlon of savings

“plans: providing members with tailored

savings strategies based on individual risk
appetites, life stages and retirement goals
can improve financial putcomes

> Strengthened risk management
strategies: adapting investment policies to
global” economic shifts' and inflationary
pressures will help sustain stable returns

‘and pmtecl conl:nbutors’ long-term' sav-

EPFs 2024 performance reinforces its
role as a trusted pillar of ﬁnanual secunty
for Malaysians.

As economic Iandscapes evolve, continu-
ous enhancements in' financial literacy,

‘investment diversification and digital inno-

vation will be crucial in ensuring sustaina-
ble growth.

Moving forward, contributors must take
an active'role in their financial planning -
maximising EPF’s  benefits, making

‘informed decisions and considering volun-
~ tary top-upsto strengthen their retirement
sa

VINES.

At the same time, EPF must remain pro-
active in adapting to global trends, embrac-
ing innovation and ensuring stable returns
for long-term financial security.

By advancing these initiatives, EPF can
further solidify its reputation as one of the
world’s leading provident funds, safe-
guarding the financial well-being of mil-
lions for generations to come.
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Anwar araharah
‘pantau harga makanan
dihBﬁzazr Ramadan

PETALING JAY. = 1T
dana Menteri mengarahkan
pemantauan harga makanan di
Bazar Ramadan dipertingkat
bagi mengelakkan pi]gak ter-
tentu mengambil kesempatan
menaikkan harga secara tidak
wajar.

Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim berkata,
pihaknya sendiri akan mela-
wat beberapa Bazar Rama-
dan bagi melihat sendiri harga

dan kualiti makaPan secara -

langsung, di samping memberi-
kan sokongan kepada peniaga
kecil.

Perkara itu disampai-

~ kan melalui Taklimat Ha-

rian Pejabat Perdana Menteri
(PMO) oleh Setiausaha Akhbar
Kanan kepada Perdana Men-
teri, Tunku Nashrul Abaidah
semalam. ; 3
“Perdana Menteri telahmen-
gadakan pertemuan dengan
Menteri Perdagangan Dalam
Negeri dan Kos Sara Hidup
(KPDN), Datuk Armizan Mohd.
Ali’ bagi membincangkan isu-
isu utama berkaitan kos sara

hidup rakyat. : ;
“Dalam pertemuan
ini, beliau mengarahkan

KPDN untuk menggandakan
pemantauan dan penguatkua-
saan menerusi Ops Pantau
2025,” katanya.

Itu termasuk memasti-
kan pemantauan dilaku-
kan lebih kerap bagi men-
jamin bekalan barangan
keperluan  rakyat  sepan-
jang Ramadan dan Aidilfitri
sentiasa mencukupi,

“Perdana Menteri mahu
strategi intervensi dilaksana
segera bersama Kementerian
Pertanian dan Keterjaminan
Makanan (KPKM) sekiranya °
terdapat gangguan bekalan.

“Perdana Menteri turut
menegaskan, KPDN perlu le-
bih tegas dalam memastikan
peniaga mematuhi harga mak-
simum yang ditetapkan kera-
Jaan termasuk bagi barangan di
bawah Skim Harga Maksimum
Musim Perayaan yang akan
diumumkan kelak,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, Per-
dana Menteri memberi te-
guran kepada semua pihak
dan menegaskan bahawa tin-
dakan atau pertuturan yang
menyentuh isu 3R (raja, kaum
dan agama) hanya akan meng-
gugat keharmonian negara

- dan tidak seharusnyaberulang.

“Sehubungan itu, beliau
mengingatkan semua: pihak+
agar mengelakkan polemik 3R
dalam sebarang bentuk ke-
nyataan atau tindakan serta
mengutamakan sikap hormat-
menghormati,” katanya.

PENIAGA di bazar Ramadan diingatkan tidak menaikkan harga sesuka
hati demi kebaikan semua pihak. - GAMBAR HIASAN



ANWAR ketika meniawab soalan semasa sesi]awab Iisan di Dewan Rakyat, Kuala Lumpur semalam. — JABATAN
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Pengeluaran KWSP
perlu berhemah — PM

® PM menyatakan
KWSP secara
prinsipnya
simpanan hari tua

® Pengecualian
diberi dalam
kes-kes kritikal

Oleh NURUL IZZATI ZAINI

. KUALA LUMPUR - Kelonggaran
berlebihan dalam pengeluaran
caruman Kumpulan Wang Sim-
panan Pekerja (KWSP) akan
menghukum pencarum apabila
mereka bersara.

Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri

Anwar Ibrahim berkata, kerajaan
tidak akan membuka ruang se-
cara luas bagi pencarum menge-
luarkan simpanan masing-ma-
sing.

Beliau yang juga Menteri Ke-
wangan berkata, kerajaan perlu
melakukan keseimbangan antara
menyelesaikan masalah mende-
sak dengan kadar segera atau

KOSMO
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menghukum para pencarum ke-
tika bersara.

“Prinsip yang saya pegang dari
awal dulu ketika berpuluh tahun
jadi Menteri Kewangan, tidak ada
kelonggaran berlebihan kerana
prinsip KWSP adalah simpanan
untuk hari tua.

“Adakala beberapa kecuahan
diberikan yang mana banyak
kes rayuan diberi pertimbangan
khas misal kata dalam keadaan
keuzuran dan sebagainya.

“Tapi membuka ruang yang
terlalu luas, kita akan menghu-
kum mereka beransur tua dan
bersara,” katanya pada sesi Per-
tanyaan Perdana Menteri di De-
wan Rakyat semalam.

Beliau menjawab soalan tam-
bahan Nurul Amin Hamid (PN-
Padang Terap) mengenai per-
timbangan bagi pencarum KWSP
yang berhenti atau dihentikan
kerja mengeluarkan caruman se-
cara bersasar.

Dalam pada itu, Anwar berka-
ta, kadar caruman KWSP seba-
nyak dua peratus kepada pekerja
asing adalah paling minimum

25
ae

ditetapkan kerajaan agar tidak
membebankan majikan.

Katanya, KWSP. bersama Ke-
menterian Kewangan telah me-
ngadakan sesi libat urus dengan
semua syarikat besar dan peru-
sahaan mikro, kecil, dan sederha-
na bagi membincangkan perkara
itu.

Anwar berkata, pelaksanaan
caruman buat pekerja asing itu
juga berikutan kerajaan terikat
dengan piawaian antarabangsa
jaitu di bawah protokol Artikel
68, Konvensyen 102, Pertubuhan
Buruh Antarabangsa (ILO).

“Sebab itu kita lihat, hampir
70 negara menggunakan kaedah
caruman walaupun kebanyakan
negara meletakkan caruman le-
bih tinggi. Jadi kita gunakan yang
paling minimum iaitu dua pera-
tus kerana kita anggap ia tidak
akan membebankan,” katanya.

Katanya, tetapan caruman
buat pekerja asing ini juga mem-
beri peluang kepada kerajaan
untuk secara Kkeseluruhannya
mendaftar jumlah pekerja asing
di negaraini.
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KWSP tidak boleh dikeluar

sewenang-wenangn )

a-

PM

Oleh HASIF IDRIS
utusannews@mediamulia commy

KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim menegaskan,
kerajaan tidak bercadang untuk
memberi kelonggaran pengelu-
aran' Akaun 1 Kumpulan Wang
Simpanan Pekerja (KWSP) oleh
pencarum.

Perdana Menteri men]elas-
kan, sekiranya kelonggaran itu
diberi, ia berisiko menjejaskan
simpanan pencarum - sendiri
apabila mereka bersara kelak.

Jelasnya, prinsip KWSP ada-
lah sebagai simpanan untuk hari
tua dan tidak seharusnya mem-
punyai kelonggaran berlebihan.

“Malah, kebimbangan turut
timbul kerana majoriti. pénca——*

rum Melayu mempunyai sim-
‘panan yang kecil dalam KWSP.

“Jika ruang pengeluaran di-
buka terlalu luas, kita sebenar-
nya menghukum mereka di hari
tua,? katanya di Dewan Rakyat
di sini semalam.

. Beliau men]aWab soalan Nu- -

rul. Amin Hamid (PN-Padang
Terap) mengenai kemungkinan
kerajaan mempertimbangkan
pengeluaran bersasar  KWSP
bagi pencarum yang kehilangan
pekerjaan.

Oleh itu katanya, kerajaan
perlu menyeimbangkan anta-
ra menyelesaikan masalah
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mendesak pencarum ketika

ini atau membiarkan mereka
berdepan kesulitan kewangan-‘

selepas bersara.
‘Menurut Anwar, KWSP se-

belum ini pernah memberikan

pengecualian dan kelonggaran
dalam kes rayuan tertentu,

khususnya bagi golongan: yang:

benar-benar memerlukan.

<jika ada kes spesifik seperti
keuzuran, KWSP boleh mem-
pertimbangkan permohonan

pengeluaran walaupun tidak

mengikut peraturan dan kae-

dah semasa,” tambahnya.
Sementara itu, Perdana

Menteri berkata, kerajaan tidak

- bercadang untuk mewajibkan

pencarum- beragama Islam
menyertai  simpanan syariah
KWSP, sebaliknya menggalak-
kan penyertaan secarasukarela.

“Tiada dasar yang mewa-
jibkan umat Islam mencarum
dalam simpanan syariah. Na-
mun, dengan rekod dividen

' simpanan syariah yang baik,
* kita berharap lebih ramai akan

memilihnya.

“Umat Islam juga perlu di-
berikan penjelasan mengenai
instrumen kewangan patuh
syariah yang diperkenalkan da-
lam sektor perbankan dan ke-
wangan,” katanya menjawab
soalan tambahan Datuk Mohd.

; Isam Mohd. Isa (BN-Tampin).

ANWAR Ibrahim ketika sesi soal jawab lisan pada Mesyuarat Pertama Penggal Keempat Parlimen ke-15 di Dewan Rakyat, semalam. - JABATAN
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Air Selangor intensifies efforts

#» Ongoing projects
expectedtoincrease total
supply capacity from 6.03
billionto 876 billion litres
per day by 2030, says CEO

M BY QIRANA NABILLA MOHD RASI-IIDI\
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Air Selangor is intensifying
efforts to address public concerns over water
scarcity by investing in major infrastructure

projects to enhance supply reliability and' ;

sustainability.

Its CEO Adam Saffian Ghazali told' theSun

that Air Selangor has implemented various
measures to expand water supply capacity

while ensuring a reliable and safe waler supply

for consumers.

He said the total water supply capacity of the -

ongeing projects is expected to increase from
the current 6.035 billion to 8.765 billion litres
per day by 2030.
“The Rasau Water Supply Scheme Phase 1,
set for completion in 2027, will deliver 7
million litres per day (MLD) of water to 467,000

accounts in Klang and parts of Kuala Langat, i

with further expansions planned.

“Phase 2, expected in 2028, will add 700

MLD, benefiting consumers in Klang and
Petaling. Upon completion, the entire Rasau
Water Supply Scheme will have a total capacity
of 1,400 MLD."

Adam Saffian said Air Selangor plans to
implement Langat 2 Water Supply Scheme
Phase 2, managed by Pengurusan Aset Air

Berhad, which is set for completion by 2030

with a capacity of 1,130 MLD.

“Meanwhile, the Labohan Dagang Water

Supply Scheme Phase 2 is expected to be
completed in 2029, with a capacity of 200 MLD.

“As the largest water services provider in
Malaysia, it is imperative that we ensure that our

infrastructure is at the highest level to ensure

the reliability, stability and sustainability of the
water supply;” he said.

His comments follow theSun's Feb 25 report
highlighting concerns that Malaysia's water
treatment system may struggle to meet rising
demand due to increasing domestic, industrial,
and agricultural needs, as well as rapid
urbanisation and economic growth.

“We believe continuous investment is key to

. enhancing infrastructure, including water
treatment plants and distribution networks,

while integrating advanced technologies to

ensure clean and safe treated water for all.
“Our total water reserve margin has

increased to 18.60% in 2024, up from 15.34% in

Adam Safﬁan said Air Selangor is dedlcated to |rnprovmg water d!StrlbUthI"l efﬁmency and cumng

non-revenue water losses through strategic initiatives. - AMIRUL SYAFIQ/THESUN

* 2023, as a result of close monitoring of dams

and water treatment plants (WTP), as well as

the progressive completion of La.ngat 2 WTP"

said Adam Saffian.

- He added that Air Selangor is set to roll out
its Water Conservation Roadmap (2025-2030)

to promote efficient water use, aligning with the
. Energy Transition and Water Transformation

‘Ministry’s goal of reducing per capita water
‘consumption to 160 litres per day by 2030.

“We are committed to strengthening the

‘water ‘supply system through long-term

initiatives, including portable WTP and water
reclamation efforts that will enhance
distribution efficiency and act as backups
_during maintenance or emetgencies. g

- Adam Saffian said Air Selangor is dedicated
to improving water distribution efficiency and
cutting non-revenue water (NRW) losses
_ through strategic initiatives. As of 2024, NRW.
'has been reduced to 27%, saving 298.36 million
litres of water daily.

“By 2030, the goal is to lower NRW to 25%
through performance-based contracts (PBG),

which will allow collaboration with contractors
to enhance efficiency and share savings without
requiring high upfront investments."

Adam Saffian said to address infrastructure
challenges while managing financial and
environmental concerns, Air Selangor is
doubling efforts to replace 5,000km of ageing
pipes by 2040, accelerating NRW reduction
through PBC, and setting up new district
metering zones to regulate water pressure and
minimise leaks.

“Advanced technologies such as pressure
transient monitoring, leak detection loggers,
and an intelligent command centre for
real-time data integration will also be
zmplemented to enhance water management
efficiency.”

Adam Safﬁan smd Air  Selangor  has
introduced various initiatives to promote water
conservation, including the Water Handbook to-
educate Malaysians on sustainable water use,
installed water-efficient taps in mosques to
reduce wastage, .and raise awareness in public
spaces. To engage younger audiences, it has

: parmered with BoBoiBoy animated series to

encourage water-saving habits among children.

Consumers can teport pipe leaks, bursts,
meter leaks, and illegal tapping to help curb
NRW through the “Report Leaks” feature in the
Air Selangor app.
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® Principlefor decades was to prevent contributors from

accessing savings meant for old age™

2 )

KUALA LUMPUR: Allowing contributors to
make excessive withdrawals from their EPF
. savings before the maturity date is akin to

“punishing” them when they retire, said

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.
He said for decades, including during his
previous tenure as finance minister, the

principle upheld was to prevent excessive

withdrawals as EPFE savings are intended for
retirement. ;
“EPF has made it clear that the majority
of contributors, especially Malays, have very
small savings. So, opening up this (early

withdrawal) option will cause problems

when they retire;’ he said in the Dewan

" Rakyat yesterday.

“Yes, sometimes, certain exceptions and
relaxations are granted, and ‘special
consideration is given in some cases,
particularly for those facing hardship or
suffering from illness. But the government

needs to strike a balance begieén
addressing urgent, immediate needs and a

He was replying to Nurul Amin Hamid

KEEPING TABS ... Transport Minister Anthony Loke during a working
Terminalin Kuala Lumpur yesterday toinspectiits operational readiness.

) the Gombak Integrated
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when they have no other means of support”

(PN-Padang Terap), who wished to know

‘whether the government wants to consider

special EPF withdrawals for contributors in
need, such as those who have lost their jobs.

' Anwar, who is also finance minister, said
he believes the EPE could give due
consideration to urgent cases even if it does
not follow existing EPF regulations.

To a question from Chiew Choon Man
(PH-Miri) on EPE contribution for non-
citizens, which is seen as burdening
employers and diverting the EPE's attention
from focusing specifically on Malaysians’
retirement savings, Anwar said the move

~ would not reduce the fund's attention to
1id a  locals. 3
situation where people are left in hardship

mment had, in fact,

__He said the g
= b _'11?1“??@"“"5' such as

introduced. varl

“We also have i-Saraan and i-Suri
hemes to support the informal sector,
especially housewives. The government

incentives for these schemes have reached

RM4.16 million.”

Anwar said the minimum contribution of
2% imposed on non-citizen workers is
deemed not burdensome. ;

“We are also bound by international
standards - Article 68 of Convention 102 of
the International Labour Organisation. That
is why we see almost 70 countries using the
contribution method, although most
countries set higher contributions”

Anwar- said the government does not
intend to make it mandatory for Muslim
contributors to the EPF to contribute to
syariah savings automatically. ol

He added that the government, however,
highly encourages them to do so through a
series of incentives and explanations
regarding syariah financial instruments,

- which are expected to increase the number

of Muslim contributors in these types of
savings, Bernama reported.

He expressed hope that the EPF's higher
dividend rate of 6.3% for both conventional

‘and syariah savings for 2024 “would
- encourage Muslims to switch to the latter. -

“There is no policy to make it mandatory,
but we do encourage it,” he said in reply to
Datiik Mohd Isam Mohd Isa (BN-Tampin).
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