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By GRACE CHEN

gracechen@thestar.com. my(b*m_)

ORIGINALLY meant to be a
tourist draw, Warrior’s Trail or
Jejak Pahlawan located at the

Dato Onn Roundabout and under

Jalan Kinabalu flyover, has
turned into a white elephant.

Launched on March 1, 2022,
hy then Federal Territories
minister Datuk Seri Shahidan
Kassim, it now looks derelict and
is also prone to flooding.

1t comprises an elevated
pedestrian walkway, concrete
promenade, vertical garden and
terraced seating.

According to the Kuala
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) web-
site, the 4,400 sq m area can
accommodate up to 300 people
and costs RM1,000 per day to
rent as an event venue.

Unfortunately, the space has
not been utilised fully since then.

Providing parking

Most dead spaces under
flyovers are usually turned into
carparks, such as the one in Jalan
Yew-Jalan Sungai Besi.

There are two public toilets,
carpark and Alam Flora office
under this flyover, which is
undergoing a RM96mil widening
project to improve connectivity
between the Sungai Besi
Highway and Kuala Lumpur-
Seremban Expressway.

There is a proposal for a
mechanical parking system to be
implemented there.

This is expected to increase
the parking capacity under the
flyover hy 40%.

Persatuan Penjaja Penjaja dan
Peniaga Peniaga Kecil Pudu
Kuala Lumpur chairman Lim Kin
He said a new approach was
sorely needed. -

At present, the area is plagued
by issues like vagrants, parking
touts, illegal trading, abandoned
vehicles and rubbish problems.

“There are more than 15 junk
cars hogging parking bays under
the flyover.

“Some of them have become
‘storerooms’ for traders,” said
Lim.

In addition to Warung cherry, other food slalls are also operatlng under the Penchaia Llnk ﬂyuver ln Kuala Lumpur ;
— Photos: GRACE CHEN aad IZZRAFIOQ ALIASIThe Star
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Optlmlsmg space
beneath overpass

Stakeholders say'rho_re efforts, plahn'ing needed to
transform areas under flyovers into community spaces

Jejak Pahlawan at Bulatan Dato @nn under the Jalan Kinabalu flyover also doubles up as an event space.

In September 2024, Cheras MP
Tan Kok Wai confirmed that soil
testing to build the structure for
the mechanical parking bays was
completed with the results sub-
mitted to DBKL.

The latest update from Tan is
that the RM6.5mil project is
awaiting approval from the
Economy Ministry.

Open-air gym
Almost hidden by tall lalang
and located under the elevated

link bridge connecting Jalan
Kelang Lama to the New Pantai

Expressway in Jalan Kampung
Pasirisa cunummitygym called
“Open Bars”.

Built in 2020, it is situated
between the banks of Sungai
Klang and TWK Eco Park@Pantai
Dalam.

Park Games Equipment chief
executive officer Eugene Tan,
who installed the exercise bars
for this community-funded
project, said they wanted to give
youths in the area a place to
work out.

“The idea came from a school
friend. We wanted to build the
strongest, most durable outdoor

bars that could cater to everyone,
from beginners to world-class
athletes.

“Finding the t location was
a challenge. We didn’t have a
specific spot in mind.

“Following discussions with
the team behind Kebun Kebun
Kerinchi, we noticed the space
under the link bridge.

“There was ample room and
the overhead structure provided
natural shade from the sun and
rain, making it ideal for year-
round use.”

“Many people use the equip-
ment daily, especiallyin the

0 8 JAN 2025

‘Open Bars is an outdoor gym below a link bridge at
Jalan Kampung Pasir in Kuala Lumpur.

Lim hopes that the mechanical
parking system will help spruce up
the area under the Jalan Yew-
Jalan Sungai Besi flyover.

afternoons and evenings.

“Peak hours tend to be after
work and school, when the com-
munity gathers to exercise and
socialise,” he said.

Thriving food stall

Warung Cherry is one of sev-
eral food stalls operating under
the Penchala Link flyover in
Jalan Sungai Penchala, Kuala
Lumpur.

Offering traditional Malay fare,
the food stall was featured at
Asia Pacific International
Conference on Environment-
Behaviour Studies in Egypt.

The paper, “Opportunity in
Leftover Spaces: Activities under
the flyovers of Kuala Lumpur”
was presented by Nurulhusna
Qamaruz-Zaman, Zalina Samadi
and Nik Farhanah Nik Azhari
from Universiti Teknologi Mara's
Architecture, Planning and
Surveying Faculty.

The food stall was also visited
by Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahimin August 2024
where he was seen enjoying a
fried banana and posing for pic-
tures with the wife of Warung
Cherry’s operator Abd Rauf
Harifin.

“Before the flyover was con-
structed, there was a football
field, kindergarten, houses and
small stalls which had to be
cleared for the highway.



Speed

By CY LEE
chenyoong@thestar.com.my

THE development of Chinese
new villages, including Salak

Selatan, has been described as
“too slow™ l:r_v Bukit Bintang MP

Fong Kui Lt

He cited I.he lack of modern
infrastructure, such as
improved roads, lighting ancl

drainage.
“There is historical signifi-

cance in new
Selatan and there needs to be

proper planning to modernise
them,” Fong said at the launch

of the village's new archway. .
He added that road and <
parking issues remained

obstacles to the younger gen-
eration upgrading their family -

homes.

“Salak Selalan New Vi].lage

is oneof the largest in Kuala
Lumpur and the closest to

D

b/{ U

villages like Salak

THE STAR

06 JAN 2025

Tarikhs, casasssssnssssssssssnaaasss

development of new vnlages eays MP

3 he new village.

Abd Rauf says he has received verbal assurances that he can operate

fromunderneath Penchala Link in Kuala Lumpur.

“After the highway came up,
we were operating near the traf-
fic lights when we were told to
move.

“That was when I moved our
stall'under the flyover 18 years
ago,” said Abd Rauf.

During its heyday, there was
karaoke there at night.

In addition to staircases lead-
ing from the road to his stall
under the flyover, a concrete
cashier counter fashioned in the
shape of a half-cut cherry was
also constructed.

The father of five said he had
been'given verbal assurances
that he would'be allowed to con-
tinue operating at the site, as
long as he did not dirty the area.

“In 2012, I wrote to the
Malaysian nghway Authority
(LLM) seeking permission to acti-
vate water and electricity meters
here but that request was not
entertained.”

After so many years of operat-
ing beneath the flyover, Abd
Rauf hopes he can be granted a
licence to start'a food court.

“At the moment, my business is
in limboas I cannot move for-
ward,” he said.

Utilisation of space

Communications Minister
Fahmi Fadzil, who'is also

CALSS g ¥ i

A puhhc tmlet under the Jalan ‘!ew Jalan Sungaf Besi flyover.

Lembah Pantai MP, said with the
right planning, spaces situated
below flyovers could serve the
local community.

“Some of these spaces are
underused. But there are various
regulations that need to'be met,
particularly from the local coun-
cil, LEM and'highway conces-
sionaires.

“This needs cooperation and
proper planning on what kind of
activities might be more suited
for these types of spaces,” he
said.

Youth and Sports Minister

Hannah Yeoh, who is also
Segambut MP, said safety
remained the top priority in the
use of spaces under flyovers.

“Any proposed use must
ensure that the structural
integrity of the flyover is not
compromised.

“Community engagement is
essential to identify activities that
best serve the local population
while maintaining safety and
accessibility,” she said.

DBKL Infrastructure Planning
Department director Siti Hanim
Abd Rahman said the Kuala

The :;-afp;rkhnﬂer' Jalan Yew-Jalan Sungai Besi flyover has become a site for rubbish and abandoned cars.

o

Lumpur Local Draft Plan 2040
(PTKLZ040) to allow placemaking
under flyovers was subject to
land-use zoning. :

Operation of activities under,
flyovers is subject to approval
from DBKL which willlook at
factors involving safety risks, pol-
lution and whether it will cause
disturbance to road users, she
said in a statement to StarMetro.

If the activities can add value
such as community facilities, cre-
ative or green spaces then it can
be considered, on a temporary
basis.

However, if the activity is per-
manent in nature, then approval
for the Development Order must
be obtained.

“In general, permitted activi-
ties include community gardens,
pocket parks, public recreation
space, playgrounds, paths for
pedestrians and micromobility
vehicles, nurseries and parking
lots.”

In addition, the Kuala Lumpur
Structure Plan 2040 (PSKL2040)
has set policies towards a “City
for All".

PSKL2040 also encourages the
sharing of river, road and rail
reserves, right of way routes and
other potential spaces for appro-
priate temporary activities to
optimise land use.

This initiative has identified

-road reserves to be used as recre-

ation spaces and public parks as
well as spaces under LRT lines
and highways as suitable to be
used for vehicle parking.

Ideally, placemaking efforts
should be located near residen-
tial and commercial areas.

The area must have good
access through local roads and
subject to related agency approv-
als and guidelines.

“Currently, the limited use of

. spaces under flyovers, either for

community or commercial pur-
poses, is related to safety issues
such as structural integrity and a
particular location being too
close to a high-speed traffic
route,” she said.

In addition, it is also associated
with negative implications like
noise disturbance to surrounding
residential areas, traffic conges-
tion and issues such as which
parties will take responsibility
for the maintenance of the space
in question.

Siti Hanim noted that what
was needed to‘encourage place-
making under flyovers was a set
of proposed guidelines which
should be supported with the
creation of a database to record
the identified reserves, a local
centre to coordinate permits and
for the local community to be
involved.
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daily:
- Additionally, 2,537 tonnes of
construction' and - demolition’
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AHUN 2025 -dljangka
* akan melihiat pertum-
buhan dalam pemban-
- gunan dan transaksi
hartanah  berikutan
peningkatan keperluan kepada
rumah dan peningkatan kadar
sewa yang menyamai pemba-
yaran ansuran bulanan: bagi se-
bahagian jenis rumah.. =
Selain  itu, ' infrastruktur
awam dan insentif dari kerajaan
serta fleksibiliti pembiayaan pe-
rumahan di mana ada kos kos
sampingan yang dimasukkan
dalam jumlah pembiayaan yang
diluluskan juga akan menyum-

Lieia i YiEh
bang kepada pertumhuhan tran-
saksiini. ¢

Peguam Hananah “dar!
tuan Nazri Azmi Islinda, Datuk
Nazri Mustafaberkata, kerajaan

dan' pemaju swasta dt]angka -
lebih memberi tumpuan kepa-

da pembangunan perumahan
mampu milik untuk memen-
uhi permintaan golongan muda
dan mereka yang berpendapa-
}‘an nanl:lahJ hmgga pértenga—
a]'] it} o TEAEEY
Katnnya, mi termasuk rumah

kos rendah, rumah teres dan
‘rumah pangsa- di lnar l(awasan

bandarutama. 0 St
“Hasrat untuk merumahlmn

rakyat akan memerlukan usaha

bersepadu dalamlka!nngan ‘pe-

MILIK TANPA
'MENGORBANKAN

{5 wefh

‘perlu juga mendapat sokongan
daripada bank:seliagm pembi-
‘aya” katanya kepada Umsan
Ma!aysm‘ f
Beliau berkata,

tumpuan

" pemaju kepada rumah mampu

milik dijangka akan terus men-
mgimt, terutamanya untuk me-
‘menuhi  keperluan:  golongan
berpendapatan’ -sederhana dan
rendahs e BB (15

“la - mungkin ~boteh d1kata
‘kan sebagai proditk mudahjual.
Bagaimanapun, cabaran terbe-
‘sar adalah mengekalkan harga
yang mampu milik tanpa men-
{ gntbank:m kualiti. )

' “Pada 2025, pemaju mung-
lcm akan lebih fokus ' kepada

THACAl U TMES

main mdusm Selain itu, ini. mengecilkan saiz rumah untuk

mengekalkan harga pada tahap
yang mampu milik."

“Walaupun harga  rumah
mampu milik: dijangka sedikit

‘meningkat disebabkan oleh kos

pembinaan yang lebih tinggi,

‘saiz unitmungkin akan diperke-

cilkan bagi ‘rnengeim!kan ‘daya
saing dalam pasaran,” ujarnya.

/ Nazri berkata, Kenaikan har-
ga hartanah pada 2025 mungkin
berlaku, tetapi‘ia dijangka lebih

isederhana, sekitar tiga hingga

lima peratus berbanding lon-
jakan mendadak, terutamanya
dil kawasan-kawasan yang per-
mmtaannya memngkat 1

Betsambungdlmul:alo
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FOKUS ® RINGGET

tanah yang akan
terus menyumbang
kepada pertumbu-

han ekonomi.
: Katanya,  antaranya adalah
dasar kerajaan yang menyasar-
kan peningkatan pendapatan
rakyat  terutamanya  pelak-
sanaan gaji minimum kepada
RM1,700 pada tahun ini dan al-
iran pelaburan asing yang tinggi.

Selain itu, . pembangunan
infrastruktur jalan raya, lebuh
raya dan pengangkutan awam
seperti projek Transit Aliran
Massa 3 (MRT3) dan Laluan Rel
Pantai Timur (ECRL) juga akan
mendorong kepada pertumbu-
han sektor hartanah terutaman-
ya yang berada berhampiran
dengan laluan dan perkhidma-

AIMIZULHAZM]
"ABDUL RASHID

* School,

gula akan mengga-
lakka.n cara hidup
yang lebih snhat
dalam kalangan raky-
at Malaysia. Saya yakin pengu-
rangan penggunaan gula adalah
baik dalam jangka panjang.

“Rasionalisasi harga minyak
RONG95 terkesan kepada 20 per-
atus pengguna sahaja; Sebanyak
80 peratus lagi tetap menikmati
harga yang diberikan subsidi.
Tiada kesan ketara kepada pen-
ingkatan kos bahanbinaan kera-
na pengangkuitan menggunakan
diesel,” ujarnya.

Sementara itu, penganali-
sis ekonomi UniKL Business
Prof Madya Dr. Aimi
Zulhazmi Abdul Rashid berkata,
pengenalan subsidi  bersasar

DI KAwA,%u
TERHAD

BANDAR
SEMAKIF
MENGAI

RONg5 pada pertengahan tahun
ini dijangka akAn memberikan
kesan kepada kuasa guna rakyat
Malaysia.

Katanya, mungkin ramai yang
akan lebih berhati-hati dan me-

dari RONG5 diserap sepenuhnya
oleh ekonomi domestik.

“Bagi kakitangan kerajaan
yang menikmati pelarasan gaji
bari-baru ini berkemungkinan
pula akan memberikan impe-
tus yang positif kepada industri
hartanah ini dengan kuasa beli
mereka telah naik lebih tinggi,”
ujarnya.

Beliau berkata, industri har-
tanah negara pada 2024 terus
mencatatkan - prestasi  yang
positifkerana disokong oleh per-
mintaan yang rancak dan pelan-
caran projek-projek baharu.

Katanya, menurut Laporan
Pasaran Harta Separuh Pertama
2024, bagi separuh pertama ta-
hun 2024, transaksi menokok
lapan peratus: dan 23.8 pera-

U

: tus kepada 198 906 ,Bannlal
. RM105.65 ~bilion berbanding
tempoh yang sama pada 2023.

“Data-data tahun 2024 yang
positif meletakkan industri ini

. aakan terus berkembang pesat

pada tahun 2025.

“Antara  pendorong’ utama
adalah kestabilan kadar faedah
yang dikekalkan oleh BNM dan
kecairan tunai yang mencukupi
untuk bank-bank memberikan
pembiayaan kewangan kepada
pembeli.

“Selain dari itu, projek-projek
infrastruktur mega yang sedang
berlangsung seperti EGRL dan
Lebuhraya Trans Borneo mem-
berikan impak gandaan ekonomi
kepada industri hartanah- den-
gan pembukaan kawasan pembi-
naan baharu selain dari menjadi
pemangkin kepada ekonomi do-
mestik negara,” ujarnya.
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