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» WATERLOGGED SCHOOL CALLS ON MBDK TO
CLEAR DRAINS

 BRUSHING UP ON AMPANG’S HISTORY

PJ WORKSHOP SHARES INSIGHTS INTO MENOPAUSE
3,000 CYCLIST KEEP GREEN MISSION IN HIGH GEAR AT KL RACE
RUBBISH CHOKING KL FLOOD POND
DUA ANGGOTA POLIS DIREMAN TERIMA RASUAH TUTUP KES
JUDI, DADAH
¢ KERAJAAN TERBUKA TERIMA PANDANGAN PERKUKUH
EKOSISTEM DALAM TALIAN — FAHMI

o RAKYAT SELANGOR MAKIN HILANG SABAR BANJIR KILAT
2. | SINAR HARIAN BERULANG
GAJI RM5,000 KE ATAS TIDAK REALISTIK — MEF
BAYARAN INSURANS NAIK HINGGA 50 PERATUS
SUMBER PENDAPATAN PERSEKUTUAN TERKESAN
JAMINAN KERAJAAN RM1 BILLION BANTU PENGEKSPORT PKS
TERJEJAS
ENAM STRATEGI SIAPSIAGA EKONOMI NEGARA

» DAH NAK PENCEN BUAT HAL! - ANGGOTA POLIS TUNGGU MASA
3. | HARIAN METRO BERSARA DIREMAN SPRM BABIT KES RASUAH
TANGGUH PENYASARAN SUBSIDI RON95, ELEKTRIK
HARUNGI DENGAN ASAS EKONOMI KUKUH
2 ANGGOTA POLIS DIREMAN KES RASUAH RM5,000
‘TANGGUH PELARASAN RON95, TARIF ELEKTRIK'
RINGGIT CEMERLANG MELEPASI 4.19 BERBANDING SATU DOLAR
AS

» DANA ASING TERUS MENGALIR MASUK BURSA CECAH RM853.8J
4= | BERILA G e EKONOMI MALAYSIA DIJANGKA ATASI PRESTASI NEGARA
SETARA
OPR BOLEH DITURUNKAN: PENGANALISIS
PERLUAS PROGRAM MENTOR-MENTEE DI IPT TINGKAT
KEUPAYAAN SISWA
DUA ANGGOTA POLIS DIREMAN KES RASUAH
ENAM LANGKAH MALAYSIA HADAPI TARIF AS
6 STRATEGI MALAYSIA HADAPI TARIF AS
KERAJAAN PERLU FOKUS KEPADA INDUSTRI KAJIAN,
PENYELIDIKAN
6. | UTUSAN MALAYSIA e ‘JUAL DAHULU, BINA KEMUDIAN PUNCA RUMAH TIDAK TERJUAL?
RINGGIT KUKUH, BERPOTENSI CECAH RM4 BERBANDING DOLAR
AS
PENDIDIKAN BUKAN LAGI KEUTAMAAN BAGI MISKIN BANDAR
‘GOVT SHOULD DEREGULATE CLINIC FEES'
GOVT TO CURB 'ORIGIN WASHING' OF GOODS
TURNING GREEN INTO GOLD: SEIZING MALAYSIA'S
SUSTAINABLE ADVANTAGE
SOLVE STRAY DOG ISSU WITH COMPASSION, NOT CRUELTY
HARMONISING EFFECTIVENESS AND EFFICIENCY
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Waterlogged school ¢

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.commy

CONTINUQUS heavy rain is cre-
ating anxiety among students
and staff at SMK La Salle in
Klang, Selangor,

This is because the drains out-
side the school off Persiaran Raja
Muda Musa often overflow, with:

floodwater getting into the prem-
ises, reaching the canteen and!
corridors outside classrooms.

SMK La Salle Parent-Teacher
Association chairman K.
Jayandra said floods remained a
perennial issue forthe schoel.

“Whenever it rains heavily for
30 minutes or longer, the drains
are unable to cope. =

“Dried leaves, twigs and thij
silt significantly impede water
flow.

“Blockages in/the drains that
border the school field cause a
back flow, with water Spreading
to the school grounds,” he said.

Jayandra said drains outside
the school needed to be/cleaned
up thoroughly, and urged Klang
Royal City Council (MBDK) to do
50 @s soon as possible. . :

“Most of our teachers believe
that cleaning up the drains and.
removing hlockages will resolve
the flood’issue,” he said: =~

_ Jayandra said addressing the
flood issue was crucial to safe-
guard the educational environ-

Jaya_ﬁd.ra's'tandlng nexttoa draino
(right), raising health and safety iss

ues for students, teachers and staff. — KAMARUL ARIFFIN/The Star and courtesy photo

ment and well-being of students,
teachers and workers.

‘He added that students had to
walk through flooded corridors
to get to their classes and this

was a health and safety concern.

Heiis also worried that the sit-

3II-_s on MBDK to clear drains

utside SMK La Salle which he sa-y m'rerﬂnws during heavy rain. The situation causes Inundaﬂon at‘the school ;

H%”

~3

uation could get worse and dis-  of KDEB Waste Management
rupt academic activities. ] cleaning contractors,

MBDK Environmental Services “MBDK will instruct workers
Department director Zaireezal in charge of the/area to remove
Ahmad Zainuddin, when con- the rubbish, silt and other debris
tacted, said the drainage net- in'the drain for a smooth flow of
work was under the supervision'  surface runoff;” he added.
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Brushmg up on Al

pang's history

Mural project revrves forgotten Iegacy of town s role in country s tln mlnlng industry s,

j MR,

e ‘ Bangun Bersama dan Mencapal
m estar.com.my angun Bersama dan Mencap.
Kepelbagaian” (We rise together
A MURAL depicting the origins ’ i A o and achieve diversity) is being
of Ampang was launched to The "Asal UsulAmpang® | completed at an alleyway.
showcase the town's rich mural was painted by This artwork highlights local
heritage. b ] three artists based on residents such as a dogtor, satay
Painted over two momhs on - atheme and stories seller, florist and coffeeshop
the wall of ashoph%gse in Pekan curated| by PPPA. owner to showcase the diversity
Ampang, the “Asal Usul Am| ang" 5 of communities who still live
mural depicts local stories of and trade in the area. -
resilience, hard work and cultur— PPPA chairman Jean Lee Shok
al harmuth Jing said the murals were part of
es were mainly from a larger effort to revitalise Pekan
the time when Ampang was a Ampang’s old town and make it
tin-mining hub with over 20 a cultural destination similar to
mines operating in the area, heritage sites in other parts of
played a vital role in the r:nun Selangor
try’s economy. “Many young people don't
Ampang MP Rodziah Isrnaﬁ - know the history of Ampan,
said the project reminded both because it’s not taught in school.
residents and visitors that - “But, if they understand where
Ampang was more than justa their grandparents came from,
nameonamap. % . they'lllove the environment they
“Ampang has everything 3 live in even more,” she said.
history, natural heauty and great ol Lee said Ampang had 23 tin
food but people have forgotten mines in areas such as Lembah
its uniqueness. Jaya and Pandan which played a
“Even the locals no longer talk major role in Malaysia’s tin
about what makes this place ; EXports
special. “This isn't just about Ampang’s
“My hope is that through this past. It's Kuala Lumpur’s story
mural and future efforts, we too,” she said.
can bringback the charm of A total of RM60,000 was 778
Ampang,” she said. requlred lo complete both =
Rodziah said the town has lush
hills such as T‘:‘rnr;nknmmba Tf{';: &-&je&tﬂ mt;;ived RMZ20,000
Ampang, rly known as 157 in m the Selangor
Bukit Beir?conl;r : (Standing, from'  government and RM35,000 from
She also pointed out ifs bicy- third left) Lee, sponsors while PPPA covered the
cle-friendly roads and multicul- g Selangor local remaining amount. -
tural community roots that _ government Lee hoped the initiative would
should be highlighted to attract | and tourism inspire local shopowners to take
more visitors and uplift resi- committee - pride in their surroundings.
dents’ spirits. chairman Datuk “Even just cleaning and tidying
“We have temples, churches, Ng Sueelimand  their storefronts can help create
schools and mosques. Rodziahatthe = g more beautiful and comforta-
“All these represent our true launchinPekan hle town.
Malaysian identity,” she added. Ampang. — | “When outsiders see this,
. The mural was painted by Photos ART . they'll want to visit, shop and eat
artists Yeo Eng Hin, Chua Chay here,” she said.
Hwa and Thang Mei Yean based ~ Roziah said the project would
on a theme as well as stories not be limited to Pekan Ampang.
curated by local heritage group Similar heritage efforts are
Persatuan Pencinta Pekan 3 - also underway in Kampung,
Tgang {(PEEA) S | pa W ke toa good - Melayu Ampang, one of the ear-
e artists said they spent two. e was to hring the stu— ) & “mural i g because  liest Malay settlements in the
months on the project and sub-  ries to life on the wall. "mey sl\ared memonas ot‘ ~ withouta story, a mural cannot  area, where tagging and docu-
mitted multiple sketches for ~ “Ididn't know Ampang ‘has their families working in the " conneet with viewers. mentation work was ongoing,
approval by Ampang Jaya such a: strrmg mlning ~ mines 50 to 60 years ago,” Asecond mural titled “Kita she added. o
b,
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By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

IN A world where midlife often |
arrives quietly — yet carries seis-
mic shifts within ~ a workshop
On menopavse, relationships and
emotional resilience created a
space for women to learn and
share.

Held at a bistro in Petaling
Jaya, Selangor, the event drew
over 20 female attendees who

gained insights to better navigate

their health and well-being.

It was hosted by menopause
coach and advocate Karen Tan
and Klang Valley's first full-time
female urological surgeon Dr Siti
Nur Masyithah Ma’arof.

Alongside them were art: ther-
apist Charis Chin and life coach
and entrepreneur Yvonne Woi.

The event dived intoreal expe-

riences of menopatise, Evolving
dynamics of relationships and
the inner strength needed to
navigate it all.

Starting off the workshop was -

Dr Siti who offered her insights
on understanding and managing
urinary tract infections (UTIS) as
well as urinary incontinence.

Her expertise in female urolo-
gy helped workshop attendees
understand how hormonal
changes impact urinary tract
health.

Unlike urinary incontinence
and prolapse that occur later in
life, Dr Siti said UTIs could hap—

“\&F“ to women in their 20s.

She said women are predis-
posed to this because the female
urethra is shorter than the
male’s and located closer to
other organs.

“It is important for all women

to know the signs and symptoms
of UTT and seek medical help.

PJ workshop shares -.
insights into menopause

Experts help women better understand midlife hormonal changes

Tan says it is Imporlant to

it comes to menupause — Photos: IZZRAFIQ ALIASﬂhe Star 3

“If symptoms anennt treated
early, one can become very sick,”
she said.

For women expenendng
peri-menopause and menopause,

Dr Siti said this was when estro-

gen levels dropped and could
thinning of the tissues in
the

vic regiun involving the
ra and bladder.
Wh.Lle alot can be found
regarding menopause online,
especially through social media

this deluge of information can
often be overwhelming.
As a menopause advocate who

‘experienced her own struggles,

Tan wants women to understand
that they are nnt alone in their

- journey.

'Menopause isnota disease, :
and it not only affects women

4 ‘inthe-JrSOs.hutthnse as young
-as 35.

“If you lmow your: symptoms.’

b yuu can advocate for youxself :

yourself when 'D

and get the rlght he}p

“Talk about it and you will see
that people will be more empa-
thetic,” she added.

“Getting the right support is
vital to get through it.”

The workshop topics also
included identifying common
signs of meno;

and holistic approaches in navi-

gadng ﬂus life stage, and simple g

Tarikh:

use, and how it ;

~ impacts daily life.
2 Xgendesalsoleamtnamral ¢

iti Insigh'ls on understanding and managlng urinary. u'act
infections duﬂng the wurkshop in Petaling Jaya.

daily habits to reduce UTT infec-
tion risks, with discussions:
including safe treatment options
to restore urogenital health.

‘One of the participants, events
manager Shasha Merican, found
the workshop to be extremely
heneficial.

“The topic of menopatise is
still taboo among many womern;
it's good that there is an avenue
to address this together,” she -
said.
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Rubbish choking KL flood pond

Stakeholders say. Iack of malntenance at Sg Mldah facility impeding its functlon

By BAVANI M
bavanim@!hestar Com.my

BLOCKED drains and a build-up
of rubbish are posing a serious
threat of floods and pollution at
Sungai Midah flood retention -
pond in Bandar Tun Razak,
Kuala Lumpur.

This has sparked considerable
alarm among residents and
stakeholders, particularly with
the anticipated arrival of the
MONS00N SEason.

Originally intended to mitigate
flooding, the pond is now strug-
gling to function effectively,
which an environmental group
claims is compounded by recur-
ring lapse in maintenance.

Sungai Midah Flood Retention:
Pond Nature Lovers Club chair-
man Mohd Zainuddin Amran
said the Drainage and Irrigation
Department (DID) failed to carry
out regular upkeep of the facility. -

He said this has resulted in an.
unchecked build-up of waste.

“Such neglect over the years
has transformed this vital infra-
structure into not only a public
health hazard but also an eye-
sore for our community.

“DID must devise a more sus-
tainable, long-term strategy to
guarantee the pond's regular
maintenance,” said Mohd
Zainuddin,

Residents also expressed grow-
ing disillusionment with the
pond’s diminished effectiveness.

“After heavy rain, the pond
becomes a floating landﬁll, said.
nearby resident Salmah Husin.

“The majority of the rubbish
originates from factories in the
vicinity and without consistent
maintenance, it stagnates here
for weeks on end she added.

Sandy Low, another resident,
echoed this sentiment: “It’s not
just the floodwaters we're wor-
ried about - the sheer volume of

Mohd Zainuddin questions why
maintenance is not conducted
regularly.

rubbish is making everything
worse.

“The drains are clogged, pre-
_venting properwater outﬂow
‘and ca cR
uJJ It's frankl disg)

Arecentnheckbysnn'Meu'a -

corroborated ttll\lase ré?ceﬁn:é,
revealing swathes of floa
debris lining the pond’s edges,
plastic waste obstructing drain-

lingering on adjacent walkways.

In some areas, rainwater had.
yetito recede several days after
the last down

Construct i1_1 2008 with a
300,000 cubic metre water hold-
ing capacity across 17.5ha, the
pond was once a key. defence )
against ﬂuuding for neighbour-

ing are

Nuw, r&'lﬂents complajn that
it is choked with floating rub-
bish, stagnant water and debris,
believed'to be washed in from
smaller factories in Chems via
‘Sungai Midait;l ersis

“I suspect the. tent stag
nation is duetoa lat:k ofa clear
outlet,” Low said.

- “I fear that one day fo]lnwing

~ heavy rain, this area could face

severe flooding.”

Low (right) with her husband Chan Wal Weng says the pund
in Bandar Tun Razak gets choked with rubbish (inset) after
age channels and'stagnant water  downpours. — Photos: LOW:BOON TAT/The Star

The pond’s proximity to key
transport hubs such as Terminal
Bersepadu Selatan (TBS) and
KLIA Transit station intensifies
these worries.

Just last month, floodwaters
were reported in the area, with
walkways submerged and rub-
bish scattered across the transit
hub entrances.

Residents say this oceurs after
every significant rainfall, leading
stakeholders to question the effi-
cacy of current flood mitigation
measures.

Mohd Zainuddin further asks:
“Why isn’t maintenance conduct-
ed throughout the year?”

“What measures are being
taken against those pol.luﬁng
upstrea.m

“And crucially, who
will be held account-
able should severe
flooding occur?” A
Last year, StarMetro
reported that DID had
allocated RM1.3mil for
the pond’s maintenance,
which was then battlinga
-dense infestation of water
hyacinths that had covered the 3 5
entire surface. However, the current state of
These invasive aquatic plants,  the pond suggests minimal
known locally as bunga kiam- impact from these efforts.
bang, are notorious for their When contacted for comment,
rapid spread and clogging of a DID Eokesperson acknowl-
- waterways, leading to a range edged the concerns raised
of environmental problems. and stated that the issue had
The scope of work includes been escalated to senior
desilting, cleaning and grass management within the
cutting. department.
THE STAR
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Sllmber pendapatan
Persekutuanterkesan

Petronas sumbanq
; sehmgga 0

| _yebabkﬂn Petronas kehllangan z
sabaha : caharPDA 1974 pada tahun 2020, mah-

ian besar hasil: tahunannya

i menyumbang antara 20

:hmdga pavmshqxwapunmnwtm
keraj ¥

Sab‘agaj syarikat tena-
ga‘nagara tetapi turut menjejaskan ke-
upayaan kewangan Kerajaan Persekutuan

- dalam membiayai pelbagai program
pembangunan dan kaba]lkan rakyat"
katanya padalsnin.

- Beliau berkata, Sarawak yang me-
nyurnbang Kira-kira 60 peratus daripada
rizab gas Malaysia mampakan tulang
belakang industri tenaga negara, justeru
sebarang perubahan pemlllkan ke atas
sumber itu akan memberi kesan strategik
kepada kadudukan Patmms pering

(jangkaan)

Vmengel

Menurut beliau, p

penting seperti Kompleks LNG Petronas

di Bintulu yang kini menjadi hab eksport
berisiko menj

sepertiShE:I'Igd Chi
“Kesan jangka p
.lema_th

menan]ung separtl
gganu dan Kelantan
: tertakluk kepada Akta
Pembangunan Patroleum
’ (PDA) 1974 yang memberi-

kan kuasa ekskl eksklusif kepada Petronas.
“Walaupun Terangglnu pernah men-

kamah memutuskan hak pelmlaum be-

rada di bawah b{dang kuasa kerajaan
 Persekutuan.

i rnmumukkan tunhrtan I'IegBrI lain
agak!emah secara perundangan, walau-
pun tekanan. politik mungkin t:mbul ¥

ya. N

1 mancadangkan ke-

rajaan Persekutiian mempertimbangkan
‘model perkungslan hasil yang lebih adil
seperti peningkatan kadar royalti bagi
memastikan tuntutan negeri ditangani
tan, menje]askan kestabilan negara. |

erjasama semua pihak penﬂng bagi
akkan polarisasi antara kerajaan
nnegeri dan pusat. Perundingan yang te-

digerak-

h!tldagkased

PETRONAS KEPADA
| KERAJAAN

pengambilaliian aset
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KUALA TERENGGANU - Dua
anggota polis ditahan reman
selama tujuh hari sehingga
Ahad ini bagi membantu sia-
satan meminta dan menerima
rasuah berjumlah keseluruhan
RM5,000.

Perintah reman terhadap
kedua-dua suspek dibenarkan
Hakim Mohd. Zul Zakiqudin
Zulkifli di Mahkamah Majlstret

ma suapanhedunﬂ guz,ooo
pada Ogos tahun lalu.
““Dia d!_ljlakwa meminta dan

Dua anggota polis =
direman kes rasuah

SELAMAT DATANG
7 KOMPLEKS MAHK

S

RM2,000 juga sebagai balasan
melepaskan seorang individu
daripada kesalahan narkotik
antara bulan Disember 2022
hingga Mei 2023 katanya di
sini semalam.

Sumber SPRM berkata, sia-
satan awal juga percaya kedua-
dua suspek menerima rasuah
terbabit secara tunai dan tran-
saksi pindahan ke akaun bank
masing-masing.
~ Beliau berkata, dua anggota
polis terbabit ditahan sewaktu
memberi keterangan di pejabat
SPRM Terengganu disini antara

* pukul 12.30 tengah hari dan 2 °

petang, kelmarin.

Sementara itu, Pengarah
SPRM = Terengganu, Hazrul
Shazreen Abd Yazid ketika di-
hubungi. mengesahkan pena-
hanan dua anggota polis ber-
kenaan.

Beliau berkata, kes disiasat
mengikut Seksyen 17(a) Akta

. Suruhanjaya Pencegahan Ra-

suah Malaysia 2009.

“1AR

KUALA-TEREM 3 GASRU

DUA anggota polis ditahan reman bagi membantu siasatan

|

~ dan menerima rasuah di Mahkamah Majistret Kuala

KOSMO
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Enam langkah Malaysia hadapi tarif AS

® PM mahu galakkan
kerjasamaserantau,
pasaran baharu
seperti di Eropah

® Percepat projek
pembangunan,
kelulusan kerajaan
termasuk untuk
pélahuran iy Us$ no

. fEnGld

Oleh ZULKIFLIMANZOR

KUALA L‘UMPUR — Kerajaan
Madani mengatur  sebanyak
enam langkah, bagi mendepani
senario global semasa termasuk
tarif timbal balas dikenakan oleh
Amerika Syarikat (AS)

Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim berkata, langkah
pertama adalah memantau pe-
tunjuk utama ekonomi seperti
. tempahan' pembuatan, eksport,

+jualan  runcit, pemberhentian
pekerja sekiranya berlaku ‘dan

pertun'j'b{itfanpiﬁiamaﬁ'.‘ araba

“Langkah kedua adalah run-
dingan penyelesaian tarif timbal
balas dengan AS. Ikhtiar telah
diusaha bagi menambah baik
hubungan  perdagangan dan
pelaburan dua hala, antaranya

pembelian atau pengimportan :
strategik daripada: AS. Gontoh-

nya, = tempahan 30 pesawat
Boeing oleh Malaysia Aviation

' Group (MAG).

“Proses perdagangan dan
pelaburan  akan dipermudah
dan dasar mesra pelaburan juga
djrangka katanya pada  sesi
mesyuarat khas penerangan
berkenaan isu tarif AS di Dewan
Rakyat, di sini semalam.

Anwar berkata, langkah ketiga
pula membantu = pengeksport
Malaysia yang terjejas khususnya

perusahaan kecil dan sederhana
(PKS) dan kerajaan bersetuju
meningkatkan jaminan kerajaan
sebanyak RM1 bilion di bawah
Skim Jaminan Pembiayaan. Per-
niagaan (SJEP):

Tambah beliau, kerajaan turut
bersetuju menambah Dana Pem-
biayaan Mudah sebanyak RM500
juta melalui Institusi Pembangu-
nan Kewangan (DEI) untuk man-

faat usahawan PKS. *

Kata Anwar, langkah keempat
menggalakkan kerjasama seran-
tau dan pasaran baharu seperti
di Eropah, Asia Barat, Asia Te-
ngah dan Amerika Selatan serta
memperkukuh perdagangan
serantau terutama dengan ne-
gara anggota ASEAN.

Kata beliau, langkah seterus-
nya mempercepat pelaksanaan
projek pembangunan dan kelu-
Jusan kerajaan termasuk untuk
pelaburan:

“Keenam, meneruskan agenda
pembaharuan Ekonomi Madani
terutama dalam memperkukuh
daya tahan dan daya saing
ekonomi negara;” katanya.

Dalam padaiitu, Anwar berka-
ta, rundingan penambahbaikan
Perjanjian Perdagangan Bebas
(FTA) ASEAN:China  dijangka
dimuktamadkan dalam tempoh
terdekat yang membuka ruang
kepada negara untuk mempelba-
gaikan pasaran dalam mendepa-
ni isu tarif AS.

Katanya, negara yang seha-
luan dengan Malaysia dalam isu
tarif AS kini sedang meneruskan
perbincangan yang agresif ter-
masuk negara-negara ASEAN,
China danJepun.

“Daya tahan ekonomi domes-
tik dan keyakinan, kita tidak
mudah terjebak dengan tekanan
atau sesak dengan tantangan
luar;” katanya.

KOSMO
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konm:m Negara (NGCC)
Kedua, katanya, rundmgan
diteruskan. dengan menam-

I(llAl.A LI.IMPIIR. Kem]aan,_,
mengatur enam strategi un- .
tuk memasl:lkan kestabilan
ekonomi. dan mempertaha.n- ;i
kan kepenhngau negara jangka
masa pendek serta sede;hana,
'bagl mendepam 1mpak m-';

Rris

pembelian atau pengimpor-

proses  perdagangan dan
pelaburan akan dimudah cara

pe[aburan SOV L pls

bah baik hubungan perdaga-
.ngandanpelabu:antennasuk :

tan strategik daripada AS,

Di bawah st:ategl ketiga,
kerajaan bersetuju meningkat-
kan Jaminan, Kerajaan seba-

. nyak RM1 bilion di bawah Skim *

Jaminan  Pembiayaan Pernia-
gaan (SIPP) untuk membantu
geksport PKS yang terjejas
mendapatkan pm]aman dari-

serta merangka,dasa: mesra

pada ‘bank komers:a]

Bmamlumgdlmuka!
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Kera] aan perlu fokus kepada

industri kajlan penyehdlkan

am 6ls :
KUALA LUMPUR: Kerajaan perlu
bersiap sedia’ dengan memberi.
fokus dan penekanan kepadam-
dustri kajian dan penyelidikan.
Ahli Parlimen Paya Baﬂr,

Datuk Mohd. Shahar Abdullah

berkata, perkara tersebut pen-
ting urituk diberikan keutamaan .

selain isu kesan tarif timbal balik

yang dikenakan Amerika Syarl
kat (AS) kepada negara ini.

Ujar beliau, jika tidak dnambll
tindakan segera dlhlmbangl ne-

gara akan berada dalam situasi

}teunggala.n berbanding negm'a
ain

“Saya juga berharap unl:uk
kita melihat apakah tindakan
selepas ini? Adakah hanya tarif

sahaja yang menjadi kegusaran

kepada'kita (negara)? :
“Kita melihat, ada perkara
yang kita terlepas pandang kera-
na ada kuasa-kuasa besar dunia.
atas nama kemajuan teknologi
canggih rupa-rupanya menekan
ekonomiMalaysia. Bukan sahaja

eﬁuném negala malah :Iﬁene-
kan ekonoml mmah tangga atau
ke.lua:ga

“Di atas _nama - kemajuan,

teknnlogl ini, kita terpaksa

- mengikut teknologi. Disebab-
~ kan teknologi ini, kita sebe-

narnya tidak memberi pene-
kanan kepada industri kajian

' dan penyelidikan di Malaysia.

“Saya bimbang kerana kita

perlu usaha bersepadu untuk

. memastikan kitalah peneraju
| kepada teknologi berasaskan

pelaburan. sumber asli yang
ada dalam negara kita dan bu-
kan hanya sekadar meminjam
teknologi yang ada d1 luar ne-

\ pada sesi perbahasan Mesyu-'
| arat Khas Dewan Rakyat bagi

membincangkan kesan tinda-
kan Amerika Syarikat ke atas
ekonomi Malaysia di Dewan

' Rakyat, semalam.

Pada 9 April lalu, pentadbi-
1an AS mengumumkan penang-

‘guhan 90 hari bagi tarif timbal
balik individu bagi kebanyakan

negara namun mengekalkan ta-
rifasas sebanyak 10 peratus.
Keputusan itu dibuat untuk
memudahkan rundingan den-
gan lebih 75 negara yang telah
menyuarakan

itu.

kebimbangan
" mereka terhadap tarif mengejut
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Ringgit kukuh, berpotensi « cecah
RM4 berbandmg dolar AS

wat

MHENDRAWINARNO g
LCOMIMY.

PETALING JAYA: Nilai ringgit

terus mencatat prestasi mem- -

berangsangkan dan - dijangka

mampu mencecah paras RM4

berbanding dolar Amerika Syari-
kat: (AS) sekiranya aliran pen-
- gukuhan ini berterusan. {

Pada pukul 9/ pagi semalam, :

ringgit dibuka kukuh . pada

4.2340/4.2380 berbanding dolar | ;

AS daripada 4.3220/4.3280 pada
Jumaat dan meneruskan trend
pengukuhan apabila mencecah
4.19 sedolar AS pada dagangan

tengah hari. '
Mata wang tempalan k,emu- o

dian ditutup pada 4.2080/2160.

Penganalisis ekonomi, Prof. =

Emeritus Dr. Barjoyai Bardai
berkata, pengukuhan itu dilihat

sebagai satll pencapaian positif |

* dalam pasaran pertukaran mata
wang, meskipun ringgit sebelum

ini mengalami penyusutan susu-

lan pengumuman dasar tarif oleh
Presiden AS, Donald Trump.
Menurutnya, walaupun ramai
meramalkan ringgit akan terus
lemah akibat tekanan tersebut,
aliran semasa menunjukkan se-

baliknya apabila mata wang tem--

patan kembali mengukuh beri-
ku:an kelemahan dolar AS yang
. ketara.

“Peningkatan, ini didorong
oleh faktor luaran, khususnya
kelemahan dolar AS yang ber-
laku akibat ketidakpastian dasar
ekonomi dan politik di AS.

pengurup wang di Kuala Lumpur. - AFP

“Tindakan .terg&sa-ge_sa Pres-
iden Trump dalam mengena-
kan tarif telah mencetuskan ke-
bimbangan pelabur, sekali gus
menghakis keyakinan terhadap
mata wang negara itu.

“Sekiranya aliran semasa ini
berterusan, tidak mustahil ring-
git mampu mencecah paras
RM4 berbanding dolar AS dalam
tempoh terdekat, namun ia ber-

gantung kepada hasil rundingan
perdagangan antara China dan
AS serta hubungan ekonomi dua
hala antara Malaysia dan AS,” ka-

tanya kepada Utusan Malaysia. *

. Pada Aprillalu, Malaysia mer-

upakan antara 15 negara yang

dikenakan tarif sebanyak 24 per-
atus oleh AS.
Bagaimanapun, situasi itu

tidak melemahkan ringgit secara

o

4 smmsmmmmgmmummwmmm :

berpanjangan, sebaliknya pasa-
ran melihat tindak balas global
terhadap dasar Trump sebagal

- punca kejatuhan dolar AS.
Barjoyai' berkata, walaupun -

ringgit mungkin mengalami

‘penyederhanaan  dalam mo-

mentum  pengukuhan apabila
mencapai paras keseimbangan,
potensi untuk terus mengukuh
masih terbuka sekuanya dolar

AS kekal lemah.

Dalam pada itu, beliau berka-
ta, pengukuhan ringgit memberi
kesan langsung kepada ekonomi
domestik, khususnya melalui
penurunan harga barangan iin-
DOTTSHEE

“Ini yang secara tidak lang-
sung dapat membantu mengu-
rangkan tekanan kos sara hidup
mkyat dan menstabilkan harga

"Selam itu, pengukuhan rmg—
git. tm:ut dijangka menarik mi-
nat pelabur asing untuk kembali

* ke pasaran Malaysm sekali gus
memberi rangsangan Kepada
‘Bursa Malaysia yang berpotensi
mencecah paras 1,600 mata atau
lebih dalam masa terdekat,”
njarnya.

Sementara itu, Ketua Abli
Ekonomi Bank Muamalat Ma-
‘laysia Bhd., Mohd. Afzanizam
Abdul Rashid berpandangan ba-
hawa tarif import dari AS akan
meningkatkan kos  perniagaan
dan para peniaga cenderung me-
mindahkan beban kos tersebut
kepada pengguna akhir.

“Justeru, ekonomi AS dija-
ngka mengalami pertumbuhan
yang lembap disertai dengan ka-

- darinflasi yangunggl
“Keadaan ini menyukarkan

pembuat dasar monetari seperti

Rizab Persekutuan (Fed) AS un-

tuk menurunkan kadar faedah.

Oleh itu, nilaidolar AS melemah

selepas Trump melaksanakan
dasar tarif balas,” ujarnya.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA
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EPUTUSAN %
peperiksaan Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia
(SPM) 2024 yang
diumumkan
pada 24 April lalu
menarik perhatian banyak
pihak, bukan hanya kerana
prestasi keseluruhan, tetapi
lebih kepada isu-isu yang
membayangi pencapaian
pelajar. ’
Walaupun ramai berjaya
dengan cemerlang, namun
data yang dikeluarkan
Kementerian Pendidikan
menunjukkan terdapat
seramai 1,789 calon yang gagal
dalam semua mata pelajaran
meningkat berbanding 1,467
calon pada tahun sebelumnya.
Ini membangkitkan
persoalan besar terhadap
faktor-faktor yang
menyumbang kepada
Kemerosotan ini serta
keperluan mendesak untik
pelaksanaan intervensi yang
menyeluruh dan berkesan.
Menurut Ketua Pengarah
Pendidikan, Datuk Azman
Adnan, antara penemuan
awal yang menyumbang
peningkatan kadar kegagalan
ini adalah situasi sosioekonomi
pelajar, khususnya yang tinggal
di kawasan bandar. Beliau
mendedahkan ramai pelajar
di kawasan bandar terpaksa
bekerja, terutamanya pada
waktu malam, bagi membantu
meringankan beban kewangan
keluarga. Ini menyebabkan
pelajar tidak mendapat masa
rehat mencukupi, yang
seterusnya memberi kesan
kepada tumpuan dan fokus
dalam pembelajaran harian.
Masalah ini berkait rapat
dengan kemiskinan bandar

Apabila beban
kewangan
keluarga perlu
dikongsi bersama,

-pendidikan bukan

lagi menjadi
keutamaan.”

yang kini menjadi semakin'
ketara.

Laporan Institut
Penyelidikan Khazanah
menunjukkan kemiskinan di
kawasan bandar meningkat
kepada 4.5 peratus pada 2022,
berbanding 3.8 peratus pada
2019, sudah pasti peratusan
ini turut merangkumi
golongan berpendapatari
rendah di kawasan bandar.

Keadaan ini memaksa
pelajar untuk memikul
tanggungjawab sebagai
pencari rezeki kedua dalam
keluarga. Justeru, apabila
beban kewangan keluarga
perlu dikongsi bersama,
pendidikan bukan lagi
menjadikeutamaan,

Fenomena pelajar bekerja
untuk membantu keluarga
bukanlah sesuatu yang
baharu, namun semakin
serius sejak era pasca
pandemik Covid-19. Ramai
pelajar kini terperangkap
dalam ‘putaran ganas
kemiskinan’, faitu satu kitaran
yang sukar diputuskan.
Kemiskinan menyebabkan
kekangan pendidikan. Ta
seterusnya mengekalkan
kemiskinan pada generasi
akan datang.

Rata-rata keluarga
berpendapatan rendah di

. Malaysia berisiko mengalami

kemiskinan dalam jangka
panjang akibat kehilangan

semasa pandemik. Ini

| memberi kesan langsung
~ kepada perbelanjaan isi

rumah, menyebabkan =~ ©
pendidikan anak-anak =~

terpaksa diketepikan demi . =

memenuhi keperluar asas
seperti makanan, tempat
tinggal dan Kesihatan.

Lebih membimbangkan
apabila pelajar tidak
mendapat keputusan baik
dalam SPM berkemungkinan
besar sukar melanjutkan =
pelajaran ke peringkat
yang lebih tinggi dan
mengakibatkan kegagalan
untuk bersaing di dalam’
pasaran buruh.

Peranan wanita sebagai
ketua isi rumah semakin
meningkat berikutan isu
perceraian, Kematian
pasangan atau masalah
kesihatan yang dihadapi
suami. Wanita yang menjadi
ketua isi rumah lazimnya
menghadapi tekanan
berganda. Mereka perlu
bekerja untuk menampung
keluarga dan pada masa sama
menguruskan anak-anak.

Dalam banyak kes, anak-
anak ini akhimya terpaksa
berkorban samaadadengan .
bekerja sambilan atau berhenti
sekolah bagi membantu
keluarga. Kesannya, masa
hadapan pendidikan anak-
anakini tergadai menjadi
semakin kelam dek kerana
tekanan kehidupan.

Tempoh pasca Covid-19
terus memperlihatkan kesan
jangka panjang terhadap
sektor pendidikan. Pelajar
daripada latar belakang
keluarga berpendapatan
rendah amat terkesan
dengan pembelajaran dalam
talian yang berlaku sewaktu
pandemik. Kekurangan
peranti, capaian internet yang
lemah serta persekitaran

el

4

ﬁe’iub_;elhjaram_.ﬁdak kondusif

- dirumah menyebabkan ramai
- pelajar tercicir, :

~ Kelemahan dalam k
asaan asas literasi dan

-numerasi semasa pandemik
diterjemahkan dalam

keputusan SPM 2024. Pelajar
yang gagal dalam semua
mata pelajaran dipercayai
merupakan antara kumpulan
yang paling terkesan sewaktu
tempoh pembelajaran dalam
talian. Ini menunjukkan
kesan pandemik terhadap
pendidikan masih belum
selesai dan memerlukan
tindakan susulan yang lebih
kondusif serta komprehensif.

TINDAKAN SEGERA

Memandangkan
peningkatan jumlah calon
yang gagal dalam semua
mata pelajaran menyebabkan
kerajaan dan pihak berkuasa
pendidikan perlu mengambil
tindakan segera. Antara
cadangan yang boleh
dipertimbangkan adalah
program intervensi awal
dan berfokus, yang mana
pelajar yang dikenal pasti
bensiko gagal perlu diberikan
bimbingan serta pemantauan
secara lebih dekat. Ia boleh
dilakukan melalui program
seperti kelas tambahan
perauma, mentor-mentee
dan latihan kemahiran belajar
harus diperluaskan. 1
. Kedua, bantuan bersasar
kepada keluarga miskin
bandar perlu ditingkatkan
supaya pelajar tidak lagi
perlu bekerja untuk menyara
keluarga.

Ketiga, isu kegagalan
pelajar bukan hanya isu
pendidikan tetapi isu sosial
yang lebih luas. Olehitu, perlu
ada kerjasama antara pelbagai
pihak berautoriti untuk
menyediakan ekosistem
sokongan yang lebih
menyeluruh.

RAMAI pelajar terpaksa
memilih untuk bekerja sehingga
menyebabkan kekangan dalam
pendidikan, yang akhirnya
merosakkan masa hadapan.
- GAMBAR HIASAN

Keempat, pelajar yang
dibebani dengan masalah
keluarga dan tekanan hidup
memerlukan sokongan emosi.
Lantaran itu, peranan guru
bimbingan dan kaunselor
perlu diperkasakarn.

Yang terakhir, Pendidikan
dan Latihan Teknikal dan
Vokasional (TVET) Negara
perlu dipromosikan dan
didedahkan lebih aktif
kepada pelajar agar mereka
tidak tercicir daripada arus
pembangunan.

Walaupun keputusan SPM
2024 menunjukkan majoriti
pelajar berjaya, kewujudan
lebih 1,700 pelajar yang gagal
sepenuhnya dalam semua

- subjek merupakan isyarat

penting kepada semua pihak.
Ini bukan sekadar angka
statistik tetapi cerminan
kepada realiti hidup pelajar
yang tertekan dengan bebanan
ekonomi, keluarga dan sosial.

Usaha membaiki sistem
pendidikan perlu disokong
oleh dasar sosial'yang inklusif,
menyeluruh dan berfokus
kepada kelompok yang paling
terjejas.

Kegagalan pelajar dalam
SPM bukanlah penamat
tetapiia harus menjadi
titik permulaan kepada
pembaharuan yang lebih
mendalam dalam sistem
pendidikan negara.

Putaran ganas kemiskinan
dapat diputuskan dan
peluang yang adil dapat
diberikan kepada setiap anak
Malaysia, tanpa mengira latar
belakang sekiranya wujud
kerjasama daripada semua
pihak termasuk kerajaan,
masyarakat, pertubuhan
bukan kerajaan (NGO), ibu
bapa dan pihak sekolah.

PROFESOR Madya Dr. Ahmad Zubir
Ibrahim ialah Pensyarah Kanan Pusat
Pengajian Kerajaan Universiti Utara
Malaysia (UUM);
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ATTEMPTS TO EVADE U.S. TARIFFS

GOVT TO CURB ‘ORIGIN
WASHING' OF G0ODS

Ministry now has sole authority for issuing
certificates of origin for exports to US

wst

NABIHA SAFIAN s
KUALA LUMPUR
bt@nst.com.my

HE Investment, Trade

and Industry Ministry is

the only issuer of non-

preferential certificates
of origin (NPCO) for exports to
the United States effective to-
day.

NPCO had previously been is-
sued to the US market by busi-
ness councils, chambers or as-
sociations appointed by the min-
istry.

The move is aimed at prevent-
ing transshipment of goods from
other countries rerouted through
Malaysia to avoid US tariffs, the
ministry said yesterday.

“The government views any at-
tempt to circumvent tariff
through wrong or false declara-
tion, whether related to the value
or origin of goods, as a serious
offence.

“To that end, the issuance of
NPCO to the US market by busi-
ness councils, chambers or
associations appointed by the
ministry will cease immediate-

The initiative also supports

Malaysia’s efforts to maintain
trade credibility and strengthen
its position as a trusted global
trading partner.

The ministry would enhance
audits on NPCO applicants, in-
vestigate and work with the Cus-
toms Department to take action
against offenders, it said.

Earlier yesterday, a member of
parliament (MP) called on the
government to take over the is-
suance of the certificates to stop
“origin washing”, which he said
could harm Malaysia's trade rep-
utation.

Origin washing refers to the
practice where companies
reroute or relabel goods through
third countries to hide their true
origin and avoid tariffs, especial-
ly those imposed by the US on
Chinese products.

This practice allows goods to
circumvent import duties, cre-
ating unfair competition in the
market.

The MP said there were mul-
tiple reports and data suggesting
that “origin washing” was occur-
ring in Malaysia.

Last week, Plantation and
Commodities Minister Datuk
Seri Johari Abdul Ghani said all

licensed  glove exporters under

the Malaysian Rubber Board !
could only export gloves fully :
made in Malaysia.

Johari said the entire manu-
facturing process must take
place domestically to qualify for
the certificates, in line with
Malaysia’s trade commitments
especially with the US.

“We ‘will not allow rubber
gloves that are produced abroad
to be brought into Malaysia
merely for changing containers |
and the original documents be- !
fore being re-exported. §

“That does not involve domes- :

tic manufacturing and cannot be
accepted,” he told the media af-
ter officiating at the Malaysian
Palm Oil Board’s silver jubilee :
gala night on Friday.

On April 21, the US reportedly :
imposed steep tariffs on solar en- ;
ergy products imported from :
four Asean countries, namely |
Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand and !
Cambodia.

The tariffs vary widely depend- !
ing on the company and country, :
but were broadly higher than the :
preliminary duties announced :
late last year. {

This followed anti-dumping i
investigations connected to |
around US$12 billion of solar :
cells exported from the four
countries with some specific :
companies targeted. i
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LETTERS

letters@thesundaily.com

AS tensions over how to manage the stray dog
population in Negeri Sembilan reach a boiling
point, we urge all state assemblymen to adopt
a humane and compassionate approach to
address the growing number of these innocent
animals, which have reportedly become
Increasingly unmanageable in certain areas.

More than 300 million dogs live on the streets
across Asia, with most of them battling hunger,
disease and the need for shelter. .

In the most distressing cases, authorities
resort to culling stray dogs or confining them
in' overcrowded shelters with inadequate
conditions. Such measures are inhumane,
unethical and ultimately ineffective. =~

We celebrate the success of the Kingdom of
Bhutan, a country that struggled for years with
street dog-related issues, including incidents of
dog bites and rabies. > i

In response, the government partnered with
Humane Society International (HSI) to develop
a humane, holistic and sustainable model for
managing free-roaming dogs - one that
prioritised animal welfare while promoting
peaceful coexistence between dogs and people.

Together with HSI, a pllot programme was
launched, laying the foundation for lasting
change. :

To date, over 153,000 dogs have been
sterilised and vaccinated, resulting in nearly.
100% coverage of the country’s street dog
population.

o resources;

. After a successful 14-year partnership, the

Solve stray dog issue with compassion, not cruelty

. government of Bhutan now runs the

programme Iindependently. The programme

‘was launched in one city and within four
months, more than 2,800 dogs had been i

sterilised and vaccinated.

Meanwhile, HSI staff trained dozens of

veterinarians, para-vets and volunteers. As the
programme expanded to other regions across
the country, with the support of over 11,000
volunteers, the National Dog Management and
Rabies . Control Programme became an
overwhelming sticcess.

 Led by six community-engagement officers,

who travelled across the country and assisted in

developing public awareness and messaging, as

well as establishing communication centres for

referrals and services, Bhutan established a |

positive, compassionate model for street dog
management that can be implemented
worldwide, ’ U tied
Establishing a successful street . dog-
management programme requires six basic
compaonents: e
© An accurate data assessment of the size of the
street dog lation;

HOE
@ Legislation, allocation of funds and the

appointment of qualified animal care specialists

toinitiate and oversee the programme;

© Public education, communication and access

prehensive programme of

© Designing a comprel
locating, sterilising and Vvaccinating the street

dog population;

@ Setting and implementing standards for
animal care and welfare;and ~

© Ensuring sustainability with safe sanctuaries

and a continuous monitoring process that
Includes public referrals and' necessary re-
adjustments.

There must also be a contingent plan for
animal welfare. One possible solution is to
designate public land in each state for a free-
roaming dog sanctuary, managed by a team of
animal care specialists with support from local
il Id provide feeding and
. This sanctuary could provide feeding ai
basic care for the dogs as well as a training and
conditioning programme for those eligible to be
adopted as family pets.

 Taxpayers must speak up now. Rounding up
and killing stray dogs Is not a solution. [t is crucial
that we work together with NGOs to explore

Killing stray
dogsis
inhumane,
unethical and
nota
sustainable
solution.

— REUTERSPIC

humane alternatives.

We can take inspiration from Bhutan's model,

where street dogs are spayed and neutered,

then placed in sanctuaries under the care of

- animal welfare organisations, such as Furrykids
Safehaven and other shelters. ;

Malaysians are a caring and compassionate

people, always ready to open their hearts to
those in need. As responsible stewards of our
country — its environment, flora and fauna - we
surely care enough to extend compassion to the
most vulnerable lives among us, providing a

humane solution to their welfare,
| : C. Sathasivam Sitheravellu
{ : Seremban
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