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Tree care a priority in S’gor

EDWARD RAJENDRA
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CITY councils of Subang Jaya, Shah Alam and Klang in Selangor will prune tree branches
or lop off the uppermost tree canopy to avoid the possibility of branches breaking or
trees toppling in a thunderstorm.

Subang faya mayor Datuk Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim sald urban trees were important as
they provided cleaner air and cooled the environment.

“Our Landscape Department is committed and proactive in terms of assessing trees and
Identifying tree hazards.

“Hazards could arise from dead branches on living trees, dead or dying trees and living
trees that are unstable.” he said.

On May 7 during an afternoon thunderstorm, a large tree fell onto 17 vehicles, killinga
47-year-old man and injuring two others along Jalan Sultan Ismall in Kuala Lumpur.
L

The incident also disrupted the city’s Monorail services at
four stations as some branches had fallen onto the elevated
track.

Mohd Fauzi said branches of mature trees thal could cause
property damage would be trimmed or lopped off.

Pave the way for your child’s
financial freedom in just under 10 = ¢
minutes® with the MAE app

Mohd Fauzi zays MBS
nas attended to .000
tress in public areas in

Yesterday, Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ) contractors were 2024
Seen Pruning tree Crowns that Nad too much rolage.

“Careful planning had been carried out last year for 2024, where site inspection,
inventory preparation and tender management were made In stages.

“Faults noted in the crown, branch, trunk and roots during site inspections have been
attended to”

Mohd Fauzi added that because of changes in weather patterns, the council had
allocated extra funds to prune trees in the city.

“From January until May, MBS attended to 8,000 trees in public areas with various
issues,

“We estimate pruning an additional 7,000 to ensure trees grow in a heaithy way.” he
said.

Mohd Fauzi added that MBSJ received residents’ complaints regarding dead branches,
diseased trees and weak limbs that could be a safety hazard.

“We value the information given and check the condition at site, evaluate the level of
risk before a report is filed for further action.” he sald.

Similarly, Shah Alam mavyor Cheremi Tarman said proactive measures had been carried
out in the city.

“Because of the intense ralns and strong winds we are experiencing, Shah Alam City
Council (MBSA) appointed contractors to do tree maintenance, including pruning” he

said.

Cheremi added that trees planted about a decade ago had
been trimmed to reduce their overall density as well as stress
on the branches,

“We have started an Intensive drive across Shah Alam, where
added focus will be given to trim trees beside main
thoroughtares and residential roads.

"Our Landscape Department will identify tall trees for

Cherenvi 18y trees
planted about s decade pruning to avoid incidents like branches falling on street

have been trimmed. i " -
it il electrical wires, property damage and loss of life,” he said.

Klang mayor Datin Paduka Noraini Roslan agreed that it was important to prune trees
during this period.

Noraini added that continuous measures were being taken toidentify diseased trees or
decayed branches that were likely to cause damage and had them trimmed.

"Klang Rovyal City Council (MBDK) has allocated RM3mil for tree management in public

areas this vear. THE STAR ONLINE

“We have an in-house team plus work is outsourced to six contractors to prune .
branches and remove high-risk trees.” she added. TARIKH' 10 MEI 2024
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA'
edward@thestar.com.my

CITY councils of Subang Jaya,
Shah Alam and Klang in
Selangor will prune tree
branches or lop off the
uppermost tree canopy. to avoid
the possibility of branches
breaking or trees toppling in a
thunderstorm.

Subang Jaya mayor Datuk
Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim said
urban trees were important as
they provided cleaner air and
cooled the environment.

“Our Landscape Department is
committed and proactive in
terms of assessing trees and
identifying tree hazards.

“Hazards could arise from
dead branches on living trees,
dead or dying trees and living
trees that are unstable,” he said.

On May 7 during an afternoon
thunderstorm, a large tree fell
onto 17 vehicles, killing a
47-year-old man and injuring
two others along Jalan Sultan
Ismail in Kuala Lumpur.

The incident also |ﬂsmpted the
city’s Monorail services at four
stations as some branches had
fallen onto the elevated track.

Mohd Fauzi said branches of
mature trees that could cause
property damage would be
trimmed or lopped off.

Yesterday, Subang Jaya City
Council (MBS]) contractors were
seen pruning tree crowns that
had too much foliage.

“Careful planning had been
carried out last year for 2024,
where site inspection, inventory
preparation and tender manage-
ment were made in stages.

“Faults noted in the crown,
branch, trunk and roots during
site inspections have been
attended to.”

Mohd Fauzi added that
because of changes in weather
patterns, the council had allocat-
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Mohd Fauzi says MBSJ has
attended to 8,000 trees in public
areas in 2024.
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ed extra funds to prune trees in Similarly, Shah Alam maym‘ trees beside main thoroughfares
the city. Cheremi Tarman said proactive and residential roads.

“From January until May, MBS] measures had been carried out “Our Landscape Department
attended to 8,000 trees in public  in the city. will identify tall trees for prun-
areas with various issues. “Because of the intense rains ing to avoid incidents like

“We estimate pruning an and strong winds we are experi-  branches falling on street electri- :
additional 7,000 to ensure trees  encing, Shah Alam City Council cal wires, property damage and' Chereml says trees plan!ed about
grow in a healthy way,” he said. ~ (MBSA) appointed contractorsto  loss of life, he said. adecade ago have been trimmed.

Mohd Fauzi added that MBS] do tree maintenance, including ayor Datin Paduka
received residents’ complaints pruning,” he said. Norami Ro an agreed that it was “Klang Royal City Council
regarding dead branches, Cheremi added that trees important to prune trees during  (MBDK) has allocated RM3mil for
diseased trees and weak limbs planted about a decade agohad  this period. tree management in public areas
that could be a safety hazard. been trimmed to reduce their Noraini added that continuous  this year.

~ “We value the information overall density as well as stress measures were being taken to “We have an in-house team
givenand check the conditionat  on the branches. identify diseased trees or plus work is outsourced to six
site, evaluate the level of risk “We have started an intensive decayed branches that were contractors to prune branches
before a report is filed for fur- drive across Shah Alam, where likely to cause damage and had  and remove high-risk trees,” she
ther action,” he said. added focus will be given totrim  them trimmed. added.
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WE AS members of the orang
kurang upaya (OKU) or disabled
community, along with advo-
cates, activists, care partners
and allies, are profoundly dis-
appointed by remarks made by
Senator Isaiah Jacob published
in a news portal on April 22.
Our collective voice reflects a
wide spectrum of experiences
within the disabled community,
encompassing various sectors
such as law, human rights,
media, education and health-
care.

This letter articulates our col-

lective opposut:ldn
‘and views expressed’
in his formal capacity asa

Dewan Negara senator mqndat—.‘ ;

ed to represent the communil
As members of the disabled
community, we maintain that
terms such as “disabled”, “per-
sons with disabilities” or “OKU
are widely at:cepted and. agreed
upon within our community.
Despite efforts to engage
Isaiah on the matter, our con-

cerns have not been adequately :

addressed.

This includes a. meeting ()]

June 26 last year, when a letter
advocating for res&actful
appropriate disability language
was presented, with over 100
signatories from more than 70
organisations.

Isaiah’s continued endorse-
ment of the term “specially

EMAIL metro@thestar.com.my:
MAIL The Editor, Metro Mall,
Level 3A, Menara Star, 15.
Jalan 16/11, Section 16,
46350 Petaling Jaya, ¢
Letters must carry the sendei’s i
full name, address, telephone
number and slgnntura Al pseu
dec

The promotion of euphemis-
tic language undermines the

S

,not terms

denial of rights, rather than
symbolic actions of less signifi-

~ cance.

As memhers of the disabled

; community, we call for leader-

ship that is empathetic, inclu-

_ sive and decisive.

‘We urge Isaiah to engage
meaningfully with our commu-
nity. and prioritise substantive
actions to address our needs
and challenges.

This includes efforts to

- strengthen laws and policies,
- enhance accessibility and infra-
| structure, promote employment

@ andeconomic participation,

improve healthcare access and
well-being, and uphoid rights

- and inclusion for all members

of the disabled community.

We emphasise the importance
of genuine engagement and col-
laboration between Isaiah and
the disabled community to
address our concerns and

e

~ strugglesand challenges | faced advance our rights and inter-
by the disabled community, ; ests.

“diverting attention from critical o upaya. ‘We call on him to listen to our
issues that demand u.rgem ; ulogy Currently, government docu-  voices, understand our experi-
attention. -ments still use t.he 'Borang & ences and take concrete actions

- Advocating for a ch ein : to support the disabled commu-
terminu!ngy from “disabled” to ah hold | rioritise mean-  nity. ;

“specially abled” or “differently ingful action with advocacy

abled” as suggested by Isaiah langua step  efforts focusing on substantive ~ DATUK DR RAS ADIBA RADZI
may subject Malaysia to scruti-  would he to eliminate terms reforms, rather than terrninolo- President
ny from the international com-  like cacat or kecacatan from gy matters. Persatuan OKU Sentral
munity and the UN. government documents and Disabled advocacy requires

Malaysia ratified the UN replace them with more proactive measures to address This letter was srgned hy 197
Convention of Persons with: respectful terms such as “disa- systemic discrimination and signatories

THE STAR
Tarikh:

A L L L LT



Wee: Avoid burdening the people

Fuel subsidy revamp must be done cautiously in view of hlgh cost of living

By ALLISON LAI
allison@thestar.com.my ‘\?‘ \[I
PETALINGJAYA: Plans o restruc-
ture the fuel subsidy by next
month must be done carefully to
avoid burdening the people with
price hikes, says MCA president
Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka Siong.
He said the restructuring should
factorin all possible situations that

the people might face, especiallyin

view of the high cost of living.
‘This was to ensure a compre-

hensive plan and to avoid abuse,

he said.

“ am worried about another .'
round ofpncelukawhenthesub—

sidy is lifted.
“This will be the biggm

lenge as more people will not be

able to afford things.

“The government should be
careful with this” said Dr Wee, }
who was a guest at yesterday’s
radio talk show, The Pulse of the

Malaysian Chinese Economy by
Chinese radio station 988,

He said fuel subsidy amounted

to RM30bil of last year's RM88bil
total subsidy given out by the gov-
ernment. X

With the subsidy, he said that
fuel price here is RM1.20 per litre
lower compared to global prices.

Economy Minister Rafizi Ramli
affirmed last month that Malaysia
would cut fuel subsidies this year
to reduce the national fiscal defi-

cit.

There had been much talk that
this would take place in the second
half of the year but Prime Minister
Dafuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim said on
Sunday that the Cabinet had not
finalised its decision.

Dr Wee said the government
might source for funds by slashing
subsidies or from the Sales and
Service Tax (SST) collection, espe-
cially since it had offered civil
servants a pay rise of more than
13% starting December, which
would require an allocation of
over RM10bil.

He said the salary revision
would be beneficial for civil serv-
ants but the government would
need to fund these salaries.

“When the SST rate rose fmm
6% to 8%, only RM3bil was collect-
ed while prices have surged.

“If we opt not to draw from the
SST (collection), we will have to
rely on subsidies.

“From subsidising RM1.20, we

now need to allocate RM10bil.

Hence (the government may)

Moving prudently: Dr' Wee. speaking to 988 at the radio siaﬂun in Menara Star, Petaling Jaya. Arnong thetnplcs discussed, the MCA president said
plans to restructure the fuel subsidy must be done: carefully to avoid burdening the people with prlce hikes. — YAP CHEE HONG/The Star

_ deduct one-third of the RM1.20
subsidy. ;

“So imagine if 40sen is removed.
from the subsidy. The immediate
consequence will be a price
increase across the board, leading
to a significant challenge for the
people,” he said.

Dr Wee said there was much
public approval when former
prime minister Tun Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi announced a 25%
to 35% salary adjustment for civil
servants in May 2007.

However, when he subsequent-
ly raised fuel prices, public senti-
ment shifted negatively towards
the government, Dr Wee recalled.

As such, he said it is essential for
the government to handle the sub-
sidy allocation system cautiously.

He also called for the restruc-
tured system not to leave out those
who meet the criteria for subsi-
dies.

“For example, small business

operators in small towns or

ese new villages usually have
lorries for transporting goods.

“If these businesses are unahle
to access subsidised diesel, it is
likely ‘they will pass on the

mcreased cost to consumers by
arging higher prices for the
gom:ls, he said.

Dr Wee also raised concerns
about the use of identification doc-
uments such as MyKad or car reg-
istration to verify motorists® eligi-
hility for fuel subsidy.

- “What happens when tfl;e son or
daughter pumps petrol for his or
he:%‘thefps cale; he asked.

Also, he said that cars are often
obtained thmugh ‘hire purchase
loans:

“So, is it the ownet or the driver
of the car that qualifies for subsi-
d:

These complexities, he said,
highlight the need for thorough
planning and finding suitable
solutions.

He said the information cnilect-
ed under the Central Database
Hub m must ensure that this
wealth of data is used effectively to

navigate the challenges presented

- by subsidy management.
hyDI‘ Weeysald that the restructur-

ing of subsidies should not only be
aimed at increasing revenue but
also to ease the people’s financial
stress.

“Thope the government will find
a proper system.

“It is essential to engage in col-
laborative brainstorming to avoid
another round of price increases
that would further burden the
people.” he said.

Amid challenges like taxes, the
economic downturn and a weak

t, Dr Wee emphasised the

for the government to

enhance efforts in deepening eco-
nomic development.

“Government projects should
start rolling in high gear to stimu-
late the economy and encourage
consumption, as this multiplier
effect can drive overall domestic
economic growth,” he said.

With a worrying domestic
demand, particularly in the retail
sector, he said Malaysia needs to
attract more foreign investments
and tourists, forge partnerships
with countries and' capitalise on

their potential.

Dr Wee suggested that Malaysia
hold discussions with China, seek-
ing permanent visa exemption
between both nations.

Chinese nationals want to seek
respite from the harsh winter or
summer, he said, dispelling talk
that they are eyeing Malaysian
citizenship.

He said the Malaysia My Second
Home programme should attract
international residents, citing that
the requirement for them to
remain in the country for up to 90
days is a discouraging factor as the
individual might have business to
attend to back home.

The radio show, which was live-
streamed on 988's Facebook page,
received feedback from listeners
like Je Hao who commented that
there was a *lack of careful plan-
ning” on the subsidies.

Chen Wen Qin cautioned that
unclear execution of targeted fuel
subsidy could lead to abuse.

As for Joan Low, she said the
Malaysian economic situation is
uncertain but acknowledged the
government’s efforts in fighting
corruption:
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