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PETALING JAYA: With millions
travelling on the highways during
the festive Hari Raya season, pay-

ing attention to the road safety

featumsandtipscou]dhelpreduce 7]

accidents while also. savmg ves,
say road safety

experts..
The advice comes as. a tntal ot‘ ]
2,929 road accidents and 53

deaths were recorded in just a.

day on the eve and first day of |
RayaonApﬁlSanleregnecﬁve— g

Rnad safety expert - Assoc Prof
Dr Law Teik Hua from Universiti

Putra said most drivers

tend to overlook the important

road safety features along the
major highways.

“Educating the public about
road safety features along high-
ways is crucial, particularly with
the expected increase in traffic
during the Raya festive period.

“Highlighting  lesser-known
road safety features, such as
emergency phones at intervals
along the highway and strategi-
cally located Rest and Service
Areas (RSA), are essential for
enhancing driver awareness and
promoting safer journeys,” he
said when contacted yesterday.

Other common safety features
usually taken for granted by, driv-
ers are the lane markings, reflec-
tive studs and the Variable
Message Signs (VMS) which are

st:rateglca]ly located along the ;

highways.
“The VMS provide real-time

updates on traffic conditions,

accidents and road closures,
enabling drivers to make
informed decisions and adjust
their routes accordingly to avoid
potential hazards,” he said.

The lane markings and reflec-
tive studs serve as visual cues,
especially during

stay within their lanes while
maintaining safe distances from
other vehicles, Law added.

‘While there are currently traf-
fic surveillance cameras to help
monitor traffic, he suggested the
use of Al-powered analytics and
predictive modelling as tools to
further enhance road safety along
the highways.

Law noted that ultimately; it is

night time or
bad weather, by hel, 1plng drivers

:aisi.ng puhlll: a

drivers on such road sa.fety g
tures which is crucial.

PLUS Malaysia Bhd (PLUS)
ex%ecls over two million vehicles
to be on major highways during
the Raya holidays
April 5, 6,9, 12.13 and 14 which is
a 15% increase from the usual

. 1.82 million daily traffic volume.

Highway concessionaire Anih

‘Bhd expects some 1.9 million

vehicles to use the KL-Karak
(KLK)' Expressway and about
882,000 travelling on the East

Coast Expressway Phase 1 (LPT1)

concessionaire during the festive
period.

uring peak on

= Being aware of
i emergency.
phones along
- highways and
Rest and 3
Service areas

expected

Penang over the six-day Raya fes-

tive period starting from April 8.
‘Malaysian Road and Transpor-

tation Safety Association presi-

dentMD Hairolazaman Muhamed

Nor said drivers and motorcy-

clists should be aware of broken
down or parked vehicles on emer-
gency lanes or ruad shuulders on

highways.

“Maotorists shou]rl he on the
lookout for such stationary ve}u
cles on highways.

“The driver and passengers of
the stalled vehicles should step
out quickly and take shelter at a

longer due during the

“Prefemhly they should be
behind the steel safety barriers or

railings before seeking help,” he
said.

‘Hairolazaman also sadii that
planning one’s journey could help
ease difficulties that might arise
during: emergenmes while on the

highwa
.;Ma]aysian Institute of Road

- Safety Research (Miros) chairman
‘Prof Dr Wong Shaw Voon said

that some cars nowadays have
“eCall” feature which their own-
ers may not be aware of.

“The eCall feature will auto-
matically contact emergency

- responders in the event of a seri- |
- ous road accident including pro-

viding GPS coordinates to emer-
gency services,” he said when
contacted.

He added that eCa]l system

~ would likely hecome a common

added safety feature in carswhich

- could prove helpful in the event

of-a serious crash.
He also advised drivers of

' stalled’ vehicles. to) move their

vehicles to a safe area and stay

- behind the crash barriers while

waiting for help to come.

“Some drivers think they will
be safer waiting in their stalled
vehicles but it is more danger-
ous,” he added.

PLUS Malaysia Bhd senior gen-
eral manager of operations Mohd
Yusuf Abd Aziz advised motorists

‘to stay updated on traffic flow:

and plan their travel schedule
using the PLUS smartphone appli-
cation.

“Travel duration would be
eak
periods due to increased

- “Ensure your vehicles are road-
worthy for the travel and pull
over atrestareas for a break after
every two hours of driving”
added Mohd Yusuf.

Road Safety Experts Association
and Safety Driving Centre advisor
Datuk Suret Singh said motorcy-
clists, especially those on smaller
machines, and drivers of heavy
wvehicles such as buses and lorries,
should keep to the left lane or
slow lane at all times while on the
highway, ;'cyl:lls

“Moto; ts ri at t
should don lununogénsfafety '\‘;Jgtls
to stay visible to other motorists or
they will be courting disaster,” the
former Miros chairman added.
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Agenda Kerajaan mahu
memperkasakan milikan
hartanah kediaman tanpa
mengira kelas pendapatan
antara misi ‘mustahil’ untuk
digapaidalam situasi pasaran
hartanahketikaini;

Pastinya kuasa membeli
hartanah kediaman
golongan B40 palingterjejas
kerana golongan inilebih
memfokuskan kepcrluan
harian.

. Dalam membantu
golongan itu memiliki'
peluangsama dalam milikan
hartanah kediaman,
kerajaan mewujudkan
Program Perumahan Rakyal
atau PPR.

Menurut Pensyarah
ngram Pengurusan Harta
Tanahdan Perlelongan
Fakulti Bisnes International
University ofMalaya-Wales
(TUMW) Kuala Lumpur,
Profesor SrDr Noor Rosly
Hanif, inisiatif kerajaan itu
sejak 2002 bermula sebagai
usaha penempatan semula
setinggan Kini menjadimisi .
penting dalam membantu
rakyat berpendapatan
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Program bantu rakyat berpendapatan ren dah miliki rumah, namun mekanisme

pelaksanaan program perlu ada p enamhahbalkan

FOKLS

ﬁ:ndah memilikirumah.
“Pelaksanaan program
PPR menerusijabatan
Perumahan Negara di bawah
Kementerian Perumahan
dan Kerajaan Tempatan'. i
bertindak sebagai agensi
pelaksana utama bagi projek
PPR diseluruh negara
antarainisiatif penting
dalam pelaksanaan Dasar
Perumahan Negara.
“Kerajaan Pusat dengan
kerjasama kerajaan negeri
padaawalnya (tahun 2002)
melaksanakan program PPR
adalah untuk penempatan
semulasetinggan dan
kemudian dipanjangkan
untuk membantu rakyat
berpendapatan rendah bagi
memilikirumah sendiri.
“Dibawah program PER
ini terdapat dua pilihan
diberikan sama ada untuk
disewa atau untuk dibeli:
Reka bentuk dan binaan
unit PPR ini mengadaptasi
spesifikasi perumahan kos
rendah ditetapkan Standard
Perumahan Kebangsaan

“Bagi Perumahan Kos Rendah

Rumah Pangsa di Malaysia,”
Katanya.

Tambah Dr Noor Rosly,
sebeluminiunit PER dijual
dengan harga RM35,000
seunit di Semenanjung dan

..--n‘.-
phanAans Shids

RM42,000 seunit diSabah
dan Sarawak dan harga
inibelum disemak semul:
sehingga kini.

Disebabkannilai harga
jualan rendah, unit PPR
mendapat permintaan
tinggidan difahamkan
jumlah unit disasarkan
kerajaan yang siap dibina
masih rendahuntuk jenis
ini.
“Sasaran peml;Paan Pl
diseluruh negara adalah
sebanyak 500,000 unit
dalam tempoh Rancangan
MalaysiaKe 12 (RMK-12).

“Setakatinijumlahuni
disiapkanjauh lebih renda
dari sasaran. Sehingga 202
sejumlah 98,000 unit sah:
siap dibina dan 10,000
unit lagi masih dalam
pembinaan di26 projek Pl
diseluruh negara.

“Dataterkinijumlah w1
PPR yangselesaidibina da
siap diduduki masih dalar
kajian,” katanya.

Bagi pemilik atau
golongan B40 yang mahu
memiliki rumah menerus
program terbabit, saringar
Ketat dijalankan bagi
memastikan mereka yang
layak sahaja mendapat
kediaman terbabit.
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il kerajaan dibawahJKR
3 AN satu ketika dulu. Ini dapat
) “Unit PPR keutamaan mengurangkan birokrasi
diberikankepadape.mnhnn Kelulusan perancangandan

? irga Mz y 1 mempercepatkan masa,”
e 1 hdar katanya.

T ) apa Tidak hanya itu, beliau
~ rumah \ f

an perlu menilai sekali lagi mekanisme atau i o Lfeih. PembmaanmntPPH
syarat pemilikan unit PPR secara belian dan sewaan ‘ :
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