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New road built to ease congestion in Puchong

s 08000 -

The new connecting road between Kinrara Industrial Park and Jalan BK 5B Puchong.

RM3mil project aimed at shortening travel time for 100,000 folk

The new road linking Persiaran Taman Perindustrian Kinrara and Jalan BK 5B in

Puchong, Selangor, is expected to ease traffic congestion in the area.

More than 100,000 residents and businesses are expected to benefit from this 230m
stretch, especially during peak hours.

Prior to this, Bandar Kinrara and Kinrara Industrial Park were only connected via
internal roads.

“The new road will shorten travel time by 15 minutes,” said Selangor investment, trade
and mobility committee chairman Ng Sze Han at the project site.

He was pleased that the project had been completed before Ramadan.
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New road built to ease congestion in Puchong

AISYAH ANESEE

Mg (front, left) and Mohd Fauzi (centre) taking a closer look at the new road.

“Last year, people complained that they could not make it home in time to break their
fast with family.

“With this new connecting road, | hope that will no longer be the case," he added.

Ng said Bandar Kinrara residents could now use this alternative road to get to Puchong

Jaya, Bandar Puchong or Bandar Puteri.

Built at a cost of RM3mil by Subang Jaya City Council, the project began on Feb 8 last
year and was completed on Feb 14 this year.

The work included building a drainage system, streetlight installation and slope
strengthening. It was learnt that a bulk of the cost went towards stabilising the slope
next to the road.

Subang Jaya mayor Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim, who was visiting the site, suggested that a
walkway be built for pedestrians and placing additional signboards to improve safety.

“More lights can also be installed for the safety of residents at night."

THE STAR ONLINE
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Puchong, Selangor, is expected to ease
traffic congestion in the area.

More than 100,000 residents and b
nesses are: expected 10 benefit. from'
230m stretch, ‘especiall;
hours.

Prior to this, Bandar Klnrara and
‘Kinrara Industrial Park were only cun- ;
nected via internal roads.

“The new road will shorten: travel 5

time by 15 minutes,” said Selangor
investment, trade and muhﬂity commit
tee chairman Ng Sze Han at the project

slope next o the road

\o Su]:ang Jaya mayor Mohd Fauzi
‘Mohd Yatim, who was visiting the site,
suggested that a walkway be built for

site. ~ Ng said 1 Thework included huilding ¢ :pedestrians and placing additional
He was pleased that the project had oW, use: lhls alternative road to getto. s streetlight installation am:l slo signboards to improve safety. %
been completed hefore Ramadan. Puchong Jaya, Bandar Puchong or Bandar su-engﬂ'luung t was learnt that a b - “More lights can also be installed
“Last year, peop]e complained that :hey Puteri. the cost went towards stabilising the for the safety of residents at night "
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n land started in 20 1%
parksm the (:ltyhy 2030

Work on creating Taman'

By JARODLIM

and AISYAH ANESEE - Currently, there are 20 pocket
metro@thestarcommy. - parks in Kuala Lumpur. }
~ The other four landscaping :

VACANT land along Lorong L - projects completed by DBKL com-
Ildﬂnsllnsandar'l‘lmkazakhas prised signage and additional
heen transformed into a public walkway to Taman Tasik Danau

« park by Kuala Lumpur City Hall - Kota, Wangsa Maju; tree planting
(DBKL). "I'hisxs a jomt around Cheras; landscaping

Named Taman Kejlmnan ous agencies and NGOs. - development at Lot 80638 in-

Ikhlas, it is one of ﬂve Iandscap— "We envision ha\dng 30 pocket ? ]a]an Besar, Kepong, as well as

.

~ lan

n Bandar Tun Razak

dsmpe upgmding‘wurks at
Taman Orkid aml'l‘aman Bunga
Raya in Lembah Pantai.

Work on the RMl.Trnﬂ Taman
Kejiranan Ikhlas, which'is beside
Bandar Tun Razak Kelab Warga
Emas, started in 2016. .

The one-hectare park has facili-
ties such as @ playground, exer-
cise eqn.ipmem, running track,
walkways, seatmg areas and dec-

Tar

mén (right) planting a tree at the park.

orative walls. It is open 24

hours.

The information bnard stated
that prior to its development, it
was an abandoned space.

Bandar Tun Razak MP Datuk
Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail,
who inaugurated the park, said
maintaining Taman Kejiranan
[khlas was every visitor's
responsibility.

THE STAR

12 MAR 204

.-..--.-c-....-.'n‘-n--Aon-..

-




S

BUKIT GANTANG: Motorists using the
West Coast Expressway (WCE) between the
Taiping Selatan and Beruas elevated inter-
changes will enjoy no toll when they pass
through the Section 11 toll plaza until May
11.

Works Minister Datuk Seri Alexander
Nanta said the two-month, toll-free
rides would'be enjoyed by motorists enter-
ing the expressway from the Taiping
Selatan, Trong and ‘Beruas toll plazas
from both directions. ;

“Thanks to the concession company and
the Malaysian Highway. Authority (LLM)

for approving the two-month toll-free rides

for motorists using the route, which I was

made to understand is costing about

“The opening of this section of, the
expressway is timely as we welcome the
holy moenth of Ramadan and Hari Raya
Aidilfitrisoon. =
. “This is indeed a long-awaited alterna-
TS L e e R

“After this, the toll rate will be 16 sen per

kilometre,” he told reporters after opening
‘Section' 11 of the WCE here yesterday,
Bernama reported. 3 i

. Nanta said thesﬁqemr'uem,zﬂlrough:_me
ministry, Public Works Department and
LLM, constantly st X

' AN BT A T
New way: An aerial view of Section 11 of the WCE, covering the route b

- way and e

Section of WCE tol-free until May

-3 = <

i R

etween the Taiping

based on existing capacity, compared _td
the number of vehicles ‘on the road,

followed by planning and improvement
actions to reduce congestion, especially:

duﬂ.nf_ ‘peak hours, festive seasons and
schoolholidays. ;
- According to Nanta, the WCE is also
expected to become an alternative route
for motorists heading north from the Klang
Valley and west coast states. :
He also sugﬁe‘sted establishing a logistics
network for heavy vehicles to make the

route a preferred choice, - for

d c LY
those heading to the Lumut, Teluk Infan

and Klang ports.

'l‘his,-ml.tlgq.n;a-sajd, ‘would allow them to
avoid hilly terrains on alternative routes
and' optimise operational costs, while
he.i%ing to reduce traffic congestion.

. The minister, reported Bernama, said
discussions were also being held with

farmers to ensure their farm animals, such

as cows, will not wander onto the express-
danger road users. -

“The WCE is the latest alternative route

connecting Banting, Shah Alam, Kuala

Selangor and Tanjung in Selangor.

to Hutan Melintang, Teluk Intan, Seri
- Manjung, Beruas and Taiping in Perak.

The o

'Selatan and Beruas elevated interchanges.

reduce travel time from Changkat Jering to
Beruas to only 20 minutes from 55 minutes
via the existing route.

On a separate project, Nanta said: the
development of the 60km-long West Ipch
Span ressway (WISE) linking Gopeng
and a Kangsar is still in the planning
stage. N

té“‘iNe will ensure that the project com-
mences in the middle of this year. We have
requested it to be expedited, especially for
thgd.sigmng of agreements and so on;” he.
sai

Prior to this, the Perak government
confirmed that the Cabinet had approved
the WISE project on Dec 13 last year.

'WISE is a solution to traffic issues on the
North-South Expressway, providing an
alternative route for highway users,
‘especially when accidents occur at the
Menora Tunnel.

- Earlier in his speech, Nanta said his
ministry has received 12,245 complaints
involving various road issues through the
- MYJalan app so far. . :
He also reminded all concession compa-

- nies responsible for maintaining roads and
- highways to perform their duties diligently
Perak - as their performance is. continuously
: 1y of Section 11 of the WCE,
covering a stretch of 35.5km, is expected to

monitored under the key performance
index system.

THE STAR
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Balancing act in preserving geosites

Tourism Selangor navigates rocky terrain while juggling between heritage and development

Stories by BAVANI Miand Y%
SHALINI RAVINDRAN
metro@thestar.com.my

SELANGOR'S dream of seeking
international recognition for the
Gombak-Hulu Langat Geopark
(GHL Geopark), a natural won-
der which has already achieved
national status, is facing a slight
delay.

Citing the need for additional
preparation time, Tourism

Selangor chief executive officer

Azrul Shah Mohamad said his

team was working towards sub-

mitting the application for the
prestigious Unesco Global
Geopark label within four years.

“While our initial target was,
2027, we have extended itto
2028,” he explained.

“The intricate process and
comprehensive documentation
required for compiling the
dossier necessitated the delay.”

The GHL Geopark joins the
ranks of 10 other national
geoparks, including Jerai
Geopark in Kedah, Kinta Valley
and Lenggong Geopark in Perak,
Labuan Geopark in the Federal
Territory of Labuan, Sarawak
Delta Geopark in Sarawak, Stong
Geopark in Kelantan, and Kenyir
Geopark in Terengganu.

Malaysia currently hoasts two
global geoparks with Unesco
status: Langkawi Unesco Global
Geopark and Kinabalu Unesco
Global Geopark.

A geopark is a single, unified
geographical area where geologi-
cal heritage sites are managed as
part of a holistic concept of pro-
tection, education and sustaina-
ble development, encompassing
tourism and conservation.

“The GHL Geopark is all that
and more; it encompasses the
Gombak district and parts of
Hulu Langat, falling under the
jurisdiction of Selayang
Municipal Council (MPS) and
Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPA]),” said Azrul Shah.

He added that the area encom-
passed more than 112,955ha.

The Federal Government rec-
ognised GHL Geopark as a
national geopark on Nov 14,
2022,

On Nov 10, 2023, Selangor
Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari, when tabling

\‘-['5@

‘and evaluate.”

the ipz4 Budget, said the state

would allocate RM2mil to facili-

tate the GHL Geopark’s recogni-

'~ tion as a Unesco Global Geopar!

. “For a geopark to be globally
recognised, there should be ele-
ments of ecology, geology,
archaeology, history and culture,
and all these elements must be
strengthened through compre-
hensive and effective manage-
ment and control.

“For success, it is crucial that
the community appreciates the
area’s economic and cultural
value. This is particularly true
for geological heritage and
involvement in tourism activi-
ties,” said Azrul Shah.

He said it was essential for
their Unesco aspiration, as the
organisation advocated for the
hottom-up approach of combin-
ing conservation with sustaina-

hle development while involving
Jocal communities. 2

‘“Each state has its own '
geopark, and in'order to qualify
for National Geopark status, the
National Gé‘gg:%rﬂ'f;;valuaﬂbn] .
Committee will review, assess,
‘Selangor’s tourism brochures

t the GHL ridge as hav-
ing an estimated age of 82 mil-

‘lion years, originating as a bur-

row formed within the earth but
later exposed to the surface dur-
ing the basin-filling process in

A oy

Azrul Shah cites the need for
additional time to submit the
application for Unesco status.

the Paleocene-Holocene period
due to extensive weathering.

The harsh mineral properties
of quartz compared to granite
rocks accentuate the shape of the
ridge.

is geosite is the longest
(exposed) quartz ridge in South-
East Asia, spanning 14km.

“Our geopark has a rich and
diverse ry and attractions,
including hot springs, waterfalls,
forests, wildlife and a whole lot.
of other gems that sadly, many
peaple don't know about,” said
AzrulShah, "0
vishing & psopark, they hink of

iting a ge hey 0
Langkawi, but our geosites are
equally fascinating,” he said,

adding that GHL has 31 geosites

" in total, but the state is focused

on developing and promoting 20

- first.

“Out of those, 13 are tourism

sites like Batu Caves, Kanching

River Falls, Selayang Hot Springs,

* and the Batu Arang coal city.

“We are promoting all these
sites, and because GHL is an
urban geosite, there are issues
and challenges that require our
attention, especially since these
sites are located m'tuwnshi‘i:s y
right next to residential ane
business areas that come under
multiple city councils and
agencies.

“The challenge is to be able to
combine both conservation and
sustainable economic develop-
ment with the residents and
local councils, and to strike that
halance between scientific and
natural resource preservation
and the development of tour-
ism,” he elaborated.

Push for Unesco status

On the criteria for selection of
Unesco Global Geoparks, Azrul
Shah said the focus wason'
global heritage with an emphasis
on the relationship between
geological features and local:
communities.

According to the Unesco
webhsite, a Unesco Global

The elongated
and vertical
craggy rock
landscape that
rises out of the
green tropical
forestis a
distinguishing
feature of

the Gombak
Selangor Quartz
Ridge: —
Photos courtesy
of Tourism
Selangor

Geopark has multiple aims
which include capacity building,
improving governance, and
promotion.

Some of the better-known ones
in the region are Bohol Island
Unesco Global Geopark in the
Philippines, Rinjani-Lombok
and Toba Caldera Unesco Global
Geopark in Indonesia as
well as Dak Nong Unesco Global
Geopark in Vietnam. 3

Geoparks serve local commu-
nities by combining the conser-

- vation of their significant geolog-

ical heritage with public out-
reach and a sustainable
approach to development.

A Unesco Global Geopark is
not a formal legislative designa-
tion, although the defining geo-
logical heritage sites within a
Unesco Global Geopark must be

rotected under indigenous,
oeal, regional or national legisla-
tion as appropriate.

TLocal, state or federal manage-
ment authorities ensure appro-
priate site protection measures
within individual site manage-
ment {Jla.ns. in cooperation with
the relevant agencies, to guaran-
tee effective conservation and
-protection and provide neces-
sary monitoring and mainte-
nance of the proposed area. &

Azrul Shah said that while
Tourism Selangor was actively
promoting and preparing the site

THE STAR
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> leestone Cave Hahﬂat Batu
Caves,

> Granite Forest, Ulu Gombak
- > Ibex Habitat, Gombak Quartz
Ridge T
> Mogot Habitat, Bukit Takun
and Bukit Anak Takun
> FRIM Secondary Forest,
Kepong:
> Endemic Palm Habi‘tat.
Recreational Forest. Sungai

Gombak—Hulu Langat Genpark

247specm
Tekala - PSS A L"'f"

* Source; Tourism S

'Z:Sm'gmph}cs

&

for Un&cco recognitiun. they
were working with the Mineral
- and Geoscience Department to
find ways to retain and sustain
the geopark area.
However, he conceded that -
there were challenges with vari-

. ous stakeholders.

- “Wehave to raise awareness
of the genlo?loal heritage, land-
scapes and fossils, and to bridge

that heritage to sustainable
development and local commu-
nities and maintaining that bal-
ance,” he said, adding that the
state was co]]aborating with
geologists, town planners as well

. as local communities in Lhe area

to make it happen. -

“We have appointed local
experts who are familiar with
the area’s history; we are
empowering them to inculcate
the sense of belonging and love
for the area, and we have done
this in Batuw Arang with the Batu
Arang Heritage Association..

“And we have also involved
schools and universities within
the geopark areato become Geo-
School ambassadors whereby
students are taught about the
importance of geoparks.”

So far three schools, SK Batu
Arang, SK Dusun Tua, and SK
Melawati 2 have been appointed
as geopark ambassadors.

 Insufficient understanding

However, Azrul Shah said that
despite some tourist attractions
being located within the geopark
area, public awareness remained
la

acking.

“One of the major challenges is
the lack of awareness and con-
servation efforts.

“There is insufficient public

understandmg of the imponance=
~ of geological heritage, and inade-
- quate conservation measures
~ have been taken for mostofthe

geoparks in Malaysia, exacerbat-

- ed by rapid infrastructure devel-

opment,” he noted.

To address this issue, he sald
Tourism Selangor was working -
with the Mineral and Geoscience
Department to seek professional
advice on how to preserve and
sustain the geopark area.

Another challenge they face is

one arising from conflicts among

different stakeholders, as some-
geopark areas are privately-
owned by communities, state-

- owned, or under the jurisdiction

of the State Forestry Department.

Through Tourism Selangor’s
efforts, Azrul Shah said attempts
were made tobring together all
stakeholders to ensure the
preservation of selected geosites
and the long-term conservation
of geological heritage. -

“We have to encourage devel-
opment within the geopark area
with a comprehensive sustaina-
bility approach and ensuring
adherence to the GHL Geopark
management plan guidelines
and the National Geopark

_Development Plan 2030 by all

parties involved.”

He hopes that once Unesco
recognition is achieved, it will
facilitate the i.mplementauon
and promotion of rules and reg-
ulations to the public. ‘

“We need to start educating
our children now as the future
generation who will bethe
caretakers uf &lese national

¥,
* our biggest threat i5 still pc sed

by us humans,” he addi

19 KualaLmulgarile
20 Genting Sempah, m

13 Gm‘bak.l(atd&l—ﬂgmvay ﬂin‘tfnrrmﬂm
14 Bmmmrfonﬂly

15 JRBY, unconformity .

16 DxmnTm.hmspmgcmplex
17 Wmmw
18'Selayang hot'sping

Geosites for Gombak-Hulu Langat Geopark

eopark in Selangor.
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KEROSAKAN tempat tinggal akibat banjir tahﬁn lalu dianggarkan
menelan kerugian berjumiah RM168.3 juta.

Kerugian RM800 juta
akibat banjir tahun lalu

PETALING JAYA - Jumlah
kerugian keseluruhan akibat
banjir pada tahun lalu bernilai
RMS800 juta, bersamaan 0.04
peratus berbanding Keluaran
Dalam Negara Kasar (KDNK)
nominal, menurut Laporan
Khas Impak Banjir di Malaysia
2023 yang diterbitkan Jabatan
Perangkaan semalam.

Ini berbanding kerugian
akibat banjir berjumlah RM1

bilion pada 2022, bersamaan .

0.06 peratus berbanding KDNK
nominal. :

Ketua Perangkawan, Datuk
Seri Mohd. Uzir Mahidin berka-
ta, kajian berkenaan menilai
jumlah kerugian dan kerosakan
akibat banjir yang melanda ne-
gara pada 2023, meliputi nilai
kerosakan tempat kediaman,
kenderaan, premis perniagaan
dan perindustrian. :

“Tempat kediaman men-
galami  kerugian sebanyak
RMI168:3 juta (2022: RM157.4
juta), kenderaan RM22.3 juta
(2022: RM18.8 juta), pembuatan
RM10.3 juta (2022: RM8.7 juta)
dan premis perniagaan RM53.2
juta (2022: RM50.3 juta).

“Salain itu, sektor pertanian
mengalami kerugian RM120.6
juta (2022: RM154.5 juta) dan
aset awam & infrastruktur se-
banyak RM3807 juta (2022:

* RM636.8 juta)” katanya dalam

satu kenyataan.

Menurut laporan  terse-
but, Johor antara negeri yang
mengalami kerugian tertinggi
akibat bencana banjir tahun
lalu, meliputi kerugian akibat
kerosakan tempat kediaman
sebanyak RM121.9 juta, kende-
raan (RM15.9 juta) dan premis
perniagaan (RM29.8 juta).
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Skop pengecuallan cuka1 BERPEsl

cukai peﬂ:hidma
tanbagisektor logistlkba.gimm—
manskhnkesau

pandangan
vang tela.h dikemukalmn kera-
jaan berselu‘lu ~ supaya skop
pengecualian perniagaan ke per-
niagaan (B2B) perkhidmatan lo-
gistik diperluas untuk meliputi
penyediaan perkhidmatan  di
bawah hutiranyangsama.

Jelasnya, ia untuk mengurang-

kan insiden cukai berganda atau
kesan melata darlpada penge

raan cul

- cukai
belapa lapisan lanmian bekalan
logistik.

“Sebagai oontoh, dengan per

luasan sknppenxemm]imm

penghantaran fret bukan sahaja
mendapatpengecuaﬁan ke atas
perkhidmatan fret, tetapi turut
layak mendapat _pengecualian
ke atas perkhidmatan lain se-
perti penggudangan, pelabuhan,
perkapalan dan kemudahan ran-
taian sejuk . yang berada da.!am
bul:lran sama dengan perkhid-
matan fret tersebut.

smmmmwmmwmmmm GAMBAR HIASAN

bagi be-

tamanya daripada sektor logistik
bagi memuktamadkan ‘pindaan
ke atas garis ‘panduan  bagi mem-

2 _lboiehkan ianya dﬂ:uatkuasakan

aan
memahami keperluan pemain
industri untuk mempunyai masa
yangmencukupi dalam meminda
sistem pengkomputeran mereka.
“Sehubungan itu, penyedia

‘perkhidmatan logistik yang ba-

haru berdaftar diberi tempoh
satu bulan persediaan dan akan

: “hanya ‘mengenakan cukai per-
- khidmatan enam peratus mulai 1

April 2024, ujarnya.
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Oleh SITI A'ISYAH SUKAIMI

KUALA LUMPUR - Pertumbu-
han ekonomi negara mencat-

atkan 37 peratus lebih rendah

berbanding unjuran empat pera-
tus pada 2023, namun tetap me-
muaskan dalam konteks ekono-
mi dunia yang mencabar.
Menteri Kewangan II, Datuk
Seri Amir Hamzah Azizan berka-

ta, pencapaian tersebutd!dormm"
oleh pelbagai faktor antaranya

pertumbuhan perdagangan yang
lebih perlahan.

menganggarkan pertumbuthan
perdagangan global pada tahap
24 peratus, tetapi akhirnya men-
capai hanya 04 peratus.

“Selain itu, pencapaian Kelua—
ran Dalam Negara Kasar (KDNK)
2023 juga adalah kesan asas per-

tumbuhan tinggi pada 2022 se-

- banyak 87 peratus susulan asas

ekonomi lebih rendah pada 2021
akibat penularan Covid-19 ka-

tanya pada penggulungan per-
bahasan Titah Diraja di Dewan

Rakyat semalam,

Beliau | berkata, KDNK Malay-
sia faitu 37 peratus yang telah
dicapai adalah lebih baik berban-

_ dingnegara seperti Singapura (1.1

peratus), Thailand (1.9 peratus),

- Amerika Syarikat (2.5 peratus),

United Kingdom (0.1 peratus) dan

= Korea Selatan (1.4 peratus).
“Tabung Kewangan Antara-
bangsa (IMF) pada Januari 2023

“Asas ekonomi pada suku

‘keempat 12023 juga semakin
kukuh dan momentum tersebut

dijangka memacu pertumbuhan
lebih kukuh pada 2024.
"Kadar pengangguran telah
turun' 33 peratus pada suku
keempat 2023 selaras dengan
tahap sebelum C:wid -19. Malah,

bu,smn n];

skan

kadar inflasi juga turun 1.6 pera-
tus pada sukukeempat 2023, ber-
banding dua peratus pada suku
ketiga antara terendah di Asia.

“Selain itu, prestasi eksport
yang menunjukkan pemulihan
pada Januari lalu dengan pening-
katan 87 peratus selepas men-
guncup selama 10 bulan sebe-
* lumnya,” katanya.

Katanya, peningkatan Kadar

. Dasar Semalaman (OPR) vang

lebih rendah berbanding negara
lain, jaitu pada tiga peratus untuk
kali kelima berturut-turut antara
3 sebahutamnrlnggltmenunm
Jelasnya. ‘matlamat Jawa-
tankuasa Dasar Monetari, Bank
Negara Malaysia (BNM) dalam
menentukan kadar OFR bertu-
juan menstablllmn harga dan me-
mastikan pértumbuhan ekonomi
mampan, bukannya untuk men-
gawal kadar pertukaran ringgit.

- KOSMO
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Sidang Dewan Rakyat

Pertumbt
ekonom1
tetap me_’-'-

2022, sebanyak 8.7 peml'us susu‘
“lan asas ekonomi lebih rendah

Asas ekonomi

suku keempat 2023
semakin kukuh
dijangka pacu
pencapaian lebih
baik tahun ini

Olehy Zananah Abd Mutalib dan
Muhammad Yusti Muzamir
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Pertumbuhan
ekonomi lebih rendah iaitu 3.7
peratus berbanding unjuran em-
pat peratus pada 2023, tetap me-
muaskan dalam konteks ekono-
mi dunia yang sangat mencabar.
Menteri Eewangan II, Datuk
Seri Amir Hamzah Azizan ‘ber-
kata ia didorong pertumbuh
perdagangan global lebih perin
han jaitu 0.4 peratus, berbanding
sasaran 2.4 peratus oleh Tabung
Kewangan Antarabangsa (IMF).
Beliau berkata, pencapaian Ke-
luaran Dalam Negara Kasar
(KDNK) 2023 juga adalah kesan
asas pertumbuhan tinggi pada

2021 akibat penularan COVID-19.

Bagaimanapun, katanya
KDNK Malaysia 3.7 peratus yang
dicapai adalah lebih baik ber-
banding Singapura (1.1 peratus),
Thailand (1.9 peratus), Amerika
Syarikat (25 peratus), United
Kingdom (0.1 peratus) dan Kotea
Selatanl(l 4 peratus).

Asas‘ekonumi pada suku ke-
empaﬁm juga semakin kukuh
dan momentum itu dijangka me-
macu pertumbuhan lebih kukuh
tahun ini, dengan kadar pe-
ngangguran turun kepada 3.3 pe-
ratus bagl tempoh berkenaan,
selaras tahap sebelum 00-
VID-19.

“Kada.r inflasi menurun ke 1.6
peratus pada suku keempat 2023,
berbanding dua peratus pada su-
ku ketiga iaituantara terendah di
Asia, selain prestasi eksport me-
nunjukkan pemulihan pada Ja-
nuari lalu dengan peningkatan
8.7 peratus selepas menguncup
selama 10 bulan sebelumnya.

“Indeks Pengurus Pembelian
(PMI) Pembuatan S&P mening-
kat ke 49.5 pada Februari lalu,
iaitu tertinggi sejak September
2022, sebagai tanda awal pemu-

li.han sektol‘ pembuatan S
pada tahap sangat baik. Pelabu-

ran diluluskan meraih RM329.5

bilion pada 2023, iaitu pencapa:
ian tertinggi dalam sejarah ne-
gara. Usaha terus ditingkatkan
bagi memudah cara perniagaan
dan menyegerakan pelaksanaan
pelaburan bagi memacu pertum-
buhan tahun ini

~ “Keyakinan pelabur antara-

“bangsa juga terus dicerminkan
dalam lawatan Perdana Menteri,

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim ke
Australia baru-baru ini, dengan
minat pelaburan darlpada sya-
rikat negara berkenaan bernilai
RM24.5 bilion,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian keti-
Ka penggulungan perbahasan Ti-
tah Diraja bagi kementeriannya
di Dewan Rakyat, semalam.

Amir Hamzah berkata, ekono-
mi negara bagi tahun ini dijang-
ka mampu berkembang antara
empat hingga lima peratus de-
ngan sasaran itu disokong per-
belaniaan sektor swasta yang ku-

"Ia akan disokong pendekatan
fiskal mengembang yang diambil
dalam Belanjawan 2024 memba-
bitkan  jumlah  peruntukan

3 Am:r Hamzah ketika sesi penggulungan Titah Diraja pada Persrdangan

Dewan Rakyat, semalam.
RM393.3 bilion,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Amir Hamzah
berkata peningkatan Kadar Da-
sar Semalaman (OPR) lebih ren-
dah berbanding negaralain, iaitu
kekal pada tiga peratus untuk
kali kelima berturut-turut ada-
lah antara punca utama ringgit
menurun. -

Malah, katanya, matlamat uta-
ma Jawaiankuasa Dasar Mone-
tari, Bank ‘Negara Malaysia

NM) dalam menentukan kadar
OPR bertujuan menstabilkan
harga dan memastikan pertum-
buhan ekonomi mampan, bukan-
nya untuk mengawal kadar per-
tukaran ringgit.

Beliau berlmta ekonomi nega-
ra_akan terkesan dan pelbagai
pihak, terutama peminjam perlu
membayar faedah lebih tinggi,
jika OPR dinaikkan untuk me-

ngukuhkan ringgit.

“Perbezaan ketara kadar fae-
dah berbanding Amerika Syari-
kat (AS) iaitu sebanyak 250 mata
asas, mendorong pelabur asing
mengalihkan modal mereka ke

pasaran yang memberikan pu-
langan lebih tinggi.

(Foto BERNAMA)

“Sejak Mac 2022, bank pusat AS
menaikkan kadar faedah secara
mendadak dan agresif. Kadar da-
sar utama AS asalnya berada da-
lam julat sifar hingga 025 pe-
ratus pada Mac 2022, dinaikkan
525 mata asas kepada julat 5.25
hingga 5.5 peratus dalam tempoh
16 bulan

"Selain itu, negara, seperti Fi-
lipina, Indonp_qia Korea dan In-
dia turut men:u.lih meningkatkan
kadar dasar utama mereka se-
banyak 200 ke 450 mata asas ke
paras lebih tinggi berbanding
Malaysia,” katanya.

Mengenai pengukuhan nilai
mata wang, Amir Hamzah ber-
Kata, Jawatankuasa Pasaran Ke-
wangan, BNM pada 1 Mac lalu,
menyatakan terdapat kesan ser-
ta-merta terhadap aliran pasaran
dan peningkatan minat pasaran
terhadap ringgit.

Beliau berkata, prestasi ringgit
bertambah baik iaitu pada ke-
dudukan kedua berbanding sem-

- bilan negara serantau lain, sejak

langkah koordinasi antara kera-
jaan, BNM, syarikat berkaitan
kerajaan (GLC) dan syarikat pe-
laburan Kkerajaan (GLIC) dilak-
sanakan.
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