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Bat_;k-to-school aid for 400_ _

Some of the back-to-school aid recipients in a group photo with (back row, from fourth right) Ng, Chai,
Mydin director Datin Siti Hawa Mohd and Ameer Ali with Subang Jaya councillors and MB5) staff.

STUDENTS from underprivileged families in Subang Jaya received RM100 each from
Selangor Menteri Besar Incorporated (MBI) under its back-to-school assistance
programme,

Subang Jaya assemblyman Michelle Ng said the aid under the state’s corporate social
responsibility (CSR) programme benefitted 300 students.

Selangor MBI set aside RM100 each for 300 students from each of the 56 state
constituencies.

It covers expenses for items like school uniforms, exercise books and other supplies.

“l am glad Selangor MBI's commitment towards the education of the young generation
helps ease the financial burden faced by parents,’ Ng said after the presentation held at
Subang Jaya City Council's (MBSJ) Dewan USJ7 at Jalan USJ7/3.

Mydin Subang Jaya Hypermarket also contributed school bags and a RM25 voucher for
each student.

Mydin Mohamed Holdings Bhd managing director Datuk Ameer Ali Mydin said it was a
season of giving and to shower kindness to recipients who could use the gift for
education.

Ng said that an additional 100 students were also given RM100 which was contributed
by businessman Datuk Seri Samuel Chai, the chief executive officer and founder of
Universal Therapeutics.

At another event, 478 underprivileged Muslims in Subang Jaya collected their RM200
Jom Shopping Hari Raya vouchers from the state government.

Ng said the vouchers given out at Mydin Subang Jaya Hypermarket in USJ1 were meant
to support the less fortunate Muslims in the constituency.

“As Malaysians, we celebrate each other’s festive occasions.

“We engage in the most ordinary acts of love and joy through giving, with the aim of
bringing some happiness to others,” she added.

The Jom Shopping Hari Raya allocation was from the Selangor State Economic Planning
Unit (Upen) for Selangor voters with a household income of RM3,000 and below.

Those receiving the Skim Mesra Usia Emas (SMUE) or Bantuan Kehidupan Sejahtera THE STAR ONLINE
Selangor (Bingkas) were not eligible. TARIKH: 15 APRIL 2024
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| MBPJ hosts

PETALING Jaya City Council
y  (MBPJ)hosted B40 families,
orphantshand council staff in an
iftar gathering.
Over: 1.0%18'81120})12 attended
~ the event in front of MBPJ's
- headquarters in Jalan Yong
- ShookLin, —— © "
‘Peta]ing Jaya mayor
Mohamad Zahri Samingon said
the event was their way of sup-
porting the less fortunate.
He handed out cash aid 10 60
families and 145 orphans from
the local community at the event.

“MBPJ initiated this event to
honour the dedication of its
workforce, fostering increased

1,000 at CSR event

: “\\,‘n
s\‘t\‘\

Meénwhjle, the B40 families
who were identified via the
eKasih system, received RM300

devotion while also bolstering  each and festive biscuits.

ties between the city council Mohamad Zahri also handed

and the local community. out certificates of appreciation
“The programme was also to  to the city council’s strategic

bring joy to the less fortunate partners including Original

and help them celebrate Hari Penang Kayu Nasi Kandar Sdn

Raya Aidilfitri,” he said. Bhd along with the Le Meridien
The contributions to the Hotel, One World Hotel and

orphans included RM200 in “Avante Hotel for their

cash along with school essen- contribution of 800 food

tials such as hags, stationery parcels for the programme. —

and festive treats. By RACHANAH SUGUMARAN
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A Doraemon mascot entertaining chlldren in the centre of Jalan TAR on Sunday. — Photos: iZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

No plans to change tack

Sunday closure continues at Jalan TAR but DBKL taking steps to
mitigate retailers’ concerns by improving parkmg access, traffic flow

By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my.

IT HAS been two years since the
weekly Sunday closure of Jalan
Tuanku Abdul Rahman (Jalan
TAR) in Kuala Lumpur was imple-
mented. =

Business owners in the area are

asking for a review of the deci-
sion, as they have had to face dif-
ficulties since the road is turned
into a pedestrian mall once a
week.

Retailers said the closure of the
road running through a major
shopping district had not brought
about the desired impact and was
affecting their business on what
was typically the most lucrative
day of the week.

But while they expressed con-
cerns over dwindling foot traffic
and its adverse effects on sales,
shoppers appreciated the reduced
traffic congestion.

The road closure was imple-
mented by Kuala Lumpur City
Hall (DBKL) from 6am to mid-
night every Sunday, and took
effect on Aug 28, 2022.

The closure is from the Sogo
shopping centre at the Jalan
Esfahan junction until the Jalan
Melayu intersection.

Reconsider closure

Two retail groups — the Batu
Road Retailers Association (Barra)
and Masjid India Business
Association (Miba) - are urging
DBKL to reconsider the Jalan TAR
road closure.

Barra’s head of communica-
tions Datin Rohana Mohammad
Nasir said the retailers at Jalan
TAR, Lorong TAR, and Jalan
Masjid India recorded significant
financial losses every Sunday due
to lacklustre shopping activities,
including sale of food.

Barra was established in 2014
and represents some 300

road closure,

businesses in Jalan TAR.
“This is very significant cormn-

to before the closure of the -

road in September 2022.

“We estimate that the business-
es, from department stores, car-
pet retailers and budget hotels to
restaurants, are seeing a 50%
Ioss,” she said.

Rohana said those who came to

* do shopping were reluctant to

rely on public transport due to
fatigue and difficulty carrying
purchases back to train stations.
“For big families, it would cost
them more to take public trans-
port, not to mention the hassle.

“Wholesalers and retailers alike -

are feeling the pinch, as custom-
ers find it difficult to load and
unload wholesale purchases.

“There are almost 4,000
parking bays around Jalan TAR,
Lorong TAR and Lorong Gombak
that are open on weekends,” she
said.

Barra committee member M.
Bhavesh said the inconvenience
of loading and unloading supplies
along Lorong TAR was made
worse by petty traders who were

Rohana (right) and Bhavesh want DBKL to reconsider the Sunday

allowed to set up stall at the nar-
row back lanes. :
Bhavesh, who is Harisons gen-
eral , said safety con-
cerns had not been prioritised.
“With the main road closed on
Sundays and the Lorong TAR
taken up by petty traders, the
shops’ front and back entrances
are blocked.
“If there is an emergency,
everyone is trapped,” he said.
‘He also said the five-foot way-
along Jalan TAR was wide and
spacions enough for pedestrians
and they need not walk on the
road.

Sticking to its guns

The issues faced by retailers
were raised with Kuala Lumpur
mayor Datuk Seri Kamarulzaman
Mat Salleh during his site visit on
Dec 16 last year with Barra and
Miba representatives.

DBKL Culture, Arts, Tourism
and Sports Department director
Naquib Hamdan responded in a
letter dated March 5 to Barra and
Miba, saying that Jalan TAR

: 'l";"{

Nazirah, who visits Jalan TAR
- almost every other weekend,

says it is safer to shop without
the traffic.

-

Mohd Nizam does not find the
road closure a hassle. -

would continue to be closed every
Sunday.

“The closure is in line with
DBKL's Low-Carbon Society
Masterplan to reduce carbon
enissions up to 70% by 2030.

“The initiative has also received

itive support from the public.”

It added that DBKL would take
steps to ensure the closure would

- not affect retailers’ business.

The measures include rear-
ranging food truck operators
and other stalls at Lorong TAR
to improve carpark access and
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Some Jalan TAR visitors say the road closure made it safer, especially
for children, when shopping in the popular area. .

traffic flow.

“A ‘towing zone’ signage will
also be installed to alert the pub-
lic about enforcement action.

“Stricter enforcement will be
carried out to address traffic
congestion and parking issues.”

The closure was initially moot-
ed by DBKL in 2019, but failed to
materialise after shopowners
mounted a campaign to get
authorities to abort the plan,
as it affected more than 200 shops
in the shopping district.

It was eventually implemented
in 2022, with then deputy Federal
Territories minister Datuk Seri
Jalaluddin Alias saying the idea
was to encourage the culture of
walking among city folk.

He had said that activities
planned for the pedestrian zone
included busking, creative art
performances, and traditional
Sports programmes..

StarMetro reached out to DBKL
on the matter but the latter did
not respond to the inquiries.

Its advisory board member
Andre Lai, who made a site visit
at the behest of the retailers, said
more effort should be put into
attracting visitors to Jalan TAR.

“When the road closure was
first introduced, there were plans
by DBKL to have pop-up kiosks
and activities on the main road.

“This was meant to liven up the
area and entice people-to come.
However, according to the retail-
ers, this has fizzled out,” he said.

On safety concerns brought
up by the retailers, Lai said it
was a serious matter.

“During my visit in March,
most of the shops’ rear entrances
were blocked by night market

and bazaar traders.

“While I believe petty traders’
businesses should flourish, we
should not compromise the rights
of the shopowners who have
hefty expenses and paid taxes for
their premises,

“The service lanes are also not
available on weekends as the
Saturday night market is operat- .
ing there,” he told StarMetro.

Lai said there were available
areas around Jalan TAR where
such petty traders could be relo-
cated to.

“There needs to be a serious
effort to reorganise these petty
traders into a better and more
conducive environment, although
the effort is not seen at the
moment,” he added.

Following the site visit, Lai said
a meeting was held with retail
association representatives and
DBKL executive director (Socio-
Economic Development) Ismadi
Sakirin,

“Once the Hari Raya Aidilfitri
celebration is over, we will‘have
an engagement session with the
parties involved.

“I'am sure this place can be
happening again if we do proper

“We shall bring this up to the
mayor’s attention as soon as pos-
sible,” said Lai.

Pros and cons

Visitors whom StarMetro spoke
10, said they had gotten used to
the weekly road closure and had
adapted to it.

Nazirah Mazlan, 32, who visits
Jalan TAR almost every other

weekend, said it was safer to shop

Sunday road closure is in effect.

without the vehicular traffic.
“Isometimes bring my son with
me when I come here, now I
don't have to be too concerned
about him running around.
“Regular visitors will know
where to park, so 1 donot see it
(road closure) as a problem,” she
said. £
However, Nazirah suggested
that more signs be put up to alert
motorists about the road closure.
“Itis only when motorists see
the barricade at the Jalan Esfahan
intersection that they remember
the road is closed.
“They may be caught off guard,
especially those who are new to

Tourists staying at hotels along Jalan TAR have to

THE STAR
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: Shoppers sitting on the kerb to'take a breather, without worrying about
passing vehicles.

HE S

the area,” she noted.

Sungai Buloh resident Mohd
Nizam Abu Hasan, 36, also said
the road closure was not a hassle,

- evenwith him bringing along

rl.it'lree children under the age of
ve.

“People can sometimes get
careless when they are busy
shopping. But now we do not
have to worry about cars when
we are walking from one side to
the other.

“It 1S also easier aswe donot
have to take up the pedestrian
walkway when pushing the stroll-
ers; we can just walk on the
road,” he said.

drag their luggage to and from pick-up points when the

APR 2024

The road
closureis
from the
Jalan Esfahan
junction until
the Jalan
¢ Melayu
Intersection.

Mohd Nizam said there was
ample parking in the buildings
surrounding Jalan TAR within
easy walking distance to the shop-
ping district.

But for Nur Hidayah Mohd
Aziz, 45, the closure proved to be
a hassle in her shopping experi-
ence.

“Tdon’t usually shop here,
but I wanted to buy several
carpets and rugs. The carpets are
heavy and my car is parked too
far away to be carried.

“Luckily, the shop assistants
said they were able to keep them
until I'pick them up on a week-
day,” she said.
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Sistem lemah punca terbabit rasuah

NOOR ¢
MOHAMAD
SHAKIL HAMEED |

NGGOTA
masyarakat perlu
terima hakikat
betapa gejala
rasuah yang
berlaku baik di sektor awam
mahupun swasta semakin
memudaratkan kehidupan
rakyat, kemajuan ekonomi
dan pembangunan negara.

Sudah menjadirahsia .
umum apabila rasuah di
negara ini bersifat struktural
dan berlaku di segenap
lapisan dalam sesebuah
organisasi mencakupi dari
kalangan anggota peringkat.
paling bawah hingga ke tahap
pengurusan tertinggi.

Walaupun pelbagai
program pencegahan dan
penguatkuasaan dilakukan
oleh setiap organisasi
termasuk pihak berkuasa
namun masalah ketirisan,
penyelewengan dan salah
guna kuasa terus berlaku.
Rasuah di sektor awam
sentiasa menarik perhatian
kerana membabitkan wang
rakyat yang memberi impak
negatiflangsung terhadap
kehidupan dan kesejahteraan
rakyat serta kemajuan negara.

Dua faktor utama yang
dilihat menyumbang kepada
gejala rasuah di negara ini
ialah ketamakan manusia
yang ingin cepat kaya dan
kelemahan sistem yang
membuka ruang kepada
pelaku rasuah..

Baru-baru ini, negara
dikejutkan dengan
pendedahan Suruhanjaya
Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia
(SPRM) berkaitan ketirisan:
mencecah RM2 bilion bagi
" tempoh tiga tahun lalu
akibat kegiatan sindiket
penyeludupan membabitkan
beberapa anggota kastam
di kargo Lapangan Terbang
Antarabangsa Kuala Lumpur
(KLIA). Ini sekali lagi
membuktikan ketamakan
segelintir anggota penguat
kuasa yang gelap mata berjaya
memanipulasi kelemahan
yang ada pada sistem operasi
kerja sehingga negara
mengalami kerugian yang
besar.

Kita perlu akui masih
terdapat kelemahan yang
ketara dalam sistem dan
prosedur kerja yang ada
dan ini perlu dibaiki
dengan segera, yakni segala
kelompangan yang ada wajar
ditutup secara bersistematik
supaya penularan rasuah
dalam sesebuah jabatan itu

NAZREEN SYAH MUS‘I'HAFA

dapat dikawal dan dicegah
sepenuhnya dari penngkat
akar umbi.

Misalnya, rasuah di
beberapa agensi awam
yang didedahkan sebelum
ini membabitkan segelintir
penjawat awam yang tidak
amanah sudah bersifat
struktural dan merentasi
pelbagai lapisan gred jawatan
dan ia diwarisi dari satu
generasi ke generasi lain.
Bermakna, penicegahan
rasuah perlu berlaku di
semua peringkat lapisan dari
anggota bawah hingga ke
kEplmpmal'l tertinggi dalam
organisasi supaya budaya
yang telah dinormalisasikan
itu dapat dihapuskan secara’
bersistematik.

Justeru, hanya ret‘qnnasi

institusi secara menyeluruh

dengan memperbaiki
kelemahan sistem yang ada
mampu menangani masalah
jenayah kolar putih ini
mencakupi semua agensi
awai.

Secara prinsipnya,
majoriti penjawat awaim
melakukan tugas dengan
penth amanah dan dedikasi,
malah integriti mereka
tidak perlu dipertikaikan.
Namun, sekelompok kecil
yang membuat onar ini mula
mencemarkan nama baik
keseluruhan perkhidmatan
awam, umpama nila setitik
rosak susu sebelanga.

Jika terus dibiarkan,
mereka akan mula meracuni
pemikiran rakan setugas

Semua jabatan
kerajaan

khususnya agensi -
penguatkuasaan
perlumelaksanakan
proses pemutzhan
serta pembersihan
dalaman secara
total”

lain terutamanya pegawai
Jantikan baharu, sekali gus
menarik lebih ramai lagi
anggota untuk terbabit dalam
rasuah. Ini bermakna, kita =
tidak boleh tutup mata dan
telinga dengan andaian ini
sekadar kes terpencil.

Disebabkan isu rasuah
semakin serius, kita hdak
boleh membiarkannya ©
berlarutan hingga sampai ke
tahap memudaratkan rakyat
dan negara. Justeru, masalah
ini pertu ditangani secara
bersistematik membabitkan
semua agensi Kerajaan secara
keseluruhannya.

Sebagai permulaan,
dicadangkan semua jabatan
kerajaan khususnya agensi
penguatkuasaan mencakupi .
barisan hadapan keselamatan
yang sering terdedah kepada
risiko amalan rasuah dan
salah guna kuasa perlu
melaksanakan proses

pemutihan serta pembersxhan
dalaman secara total.

Segera cari dan kenal pasn
virus yang ada dalam agensi
masing-masing sebelum ia
merebak dan sukar dikawal.
Mereka yang didapati
terbabit, perlu dikenakan
tmdakarl. tegas termasuk
ditamatkan perkhldmatan
sebagai pengajaran/dan.
peringatan kepada anggota
lain:
Kaji sernula keberkesanan
sistem penggiliran
penempatan bertugas '
khususnya anggota penguat
kuasa yang bertugas di ,
bahagian sensitif dan lebih
terdedah kepada peluang
untuk terbabit dengan rasuah
dan salah guna kuasa. Jika
sistem yang diamalkan
selama ini tidak berjaya
menyelesaikan masalah,
maka eloklah diteliti dan
dibuat penambahbaikan
yang sewajarnya termasuk
memendekkan lagi tempoh
penempatan pegawai di
bahagian tertentu.

. Sistem yang memberi
kuasa berlebihan kepada
seseorang pegawai wajar
diteliti semula. Jangan

beri kuasa berlebihan
kepada seseorang individu
untuk membuat sesuatu
keputusan besar termasuk
melepaskan pemeriksaan di
pintu masuk negara kerana
boleh mendorong kepada
perbuatan salah guna kuasa,
sebaliknya perlu ada beberapa
lapisan atau jawatankuasa

yang berperanan membuat
keputusan atau memberikan
kelulusan. Walaupunia
mungkin kelihatan sedikit
birokrasi namun akan
menjadi jalan terbaik dan
telus dalam menangani
masalah salah guna kuasa.

Hakikatnya, kuasa yang
diberikan kepada seseorang
pegawai seperti mengenakan
denda mahupun menangkap
mana-mana individu yang
melakukan kesalahan
sememangnya akan
membuka peluang untuk
aktiviti sogokan di mana
anggota yang tidak amanah
akan menyalahguna kuasa
dan kedudukan ini untuk
mengugut atau bersekongkol
dengan pelaku jenayah
demi meraih keuntungan
peribadi, Mereka anggap
ini sebagai peluang terbaik
untuk menambah pendapatai
sampingan.

Kelemahan sistem juga
boleh diperbaiki dengan
cara mengurangkan
aktiviti perhubungan
secara bersemuka antara
pelanggan dengan pegawai
yang bertugas supaya dapat
menutup peluang memberi,
meminta atau menerima
rasuah. Iniboleh dilakukan
dengan pengaplikasian
sepenuhnya perkhidmatan
secara digital di mana
setiap agensi kerajaan
wajar mengoptimumkan
kemudahan teknologi -
maklumat dan komunikasi
(ICT) dalam menyampaikan
perkhidmatan kepada
pelanggan masing-masing.

Usaha untuk menyedarkai
setiap warga kerja tentang
tanggungjawab dan amanah
serta keburukan gejala rasua
perlu diteruskan secara
berkala dan sepanjang masa
sebagai aktiviti rutin setiap
agensi kerajaan sebagai
inisiatif pencegahan gejala
rasuah.

Selagi kita tidak
memperbaiki dan menatup
segala kelompangan yang
ada dalam sistem serta
tangani masalah sikap
serta ketamakan individu
selagi itu kita tidak mampu
menangani masalah rasuah
dinegara ini. Justeru setiap
individu, agensi kerajaan dai
swasta serta pihak berkuasa
perlu memberi perhatian
terhadap langkah drastik yar
sistematik sebagai iltizam
untuk mencegah gejala rasu;
dari peringkat akar umbi.

NOOR Mohamad Shakil Hameed
ialah Timbalan Pengarah Pusat
Kokurikulum dan Pembangunan
Pelajar (PKPP) Universiti Putra
Malaysia (UPM).

UTUSAN MALAYSIA
Tarikh: . ]5 APR2024



BERITA HARI
Tarikh.......]..ﬁ .........

R 204



Lelaki lebih mudah terdedah ™

kepada penipuan skim pelaburan

Kumpulan berpaut
kepada keluarga,
rakan untuk buat
keputusan

lebih berisiko

dleh Mahanum Abinl Aziz
mahanum_ aziz@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Satu kajian ana-
lisis tingkah laku mengenai ke-
rentanan pelabur terhadap pe-
nipuan skim pelaburan yang di-
jalankan oleh Suruhanjaya Se-
Kuriti Malaysia (SC) mendapati
lelaki lebih mudah terdedah ke-
pada penipuan,

Kajian analisis itu yang di-
jalankan oleh SC pada 2023 me-
nunjukkan 384 erang atau 30
peratus, daripada 1,302 respon-
den yang ditinjau didapati lebih
mudah terdedah kepada peni-
puan dengan 59 peratus daripada
jumlah itu adalah lelaki.

Kajian berkenaan juga men-
dapati golongan belia berumur
antara 31 tahun hingga 40 tahun
Juga lebih mudah terdedah, me-
wakili 34 peratus daripada 384
responden itu.

Mengikut kumpulan pendapa-
tan pula, didapati isi rumah B40
dengan pendapatan Kkurang
RMS5,000 dilihat lebih mudah ter-
pedaya, mewakili 44 peratus..

“Kajian analisis itu juga men-
dapati 70 peratus (daripada 384

responden yang mudah terdedah
kepada penipuan skim pelabu-
ran) mempunyai sekurang-ku-
rangnya Kelayakan diploma,”
menurut suruhanjaya itu dalam
Laporan Tahunan SC 2023.

SC berkata, kajian itu juga
menunjukkan bahawa kumpu-
lan yang paling berisiko berpaut
kepada keluarga dan rakan un-
tuk membuat keputusan pela-
buran daripada bergantung
pada pertimbangan, pengala-
man dan pengetahuan mereka
sendiri.

Malah, mereka juga didapati
lebih mudah dipujuk untuk me-
labur apabila dipengaruhi indi-
vidu tidak berlesen dan tidak

Pelithiih ARG
Katanya, penemuan daripada
kajian itu menunjukkan pening-
katan untuk kumpulan berke-
naan didedahkan terhadap pe-
luang pelaburan secara sukarela
termasuk penipuan:

“Hasil daripada kajian itu
akan membantu SG untuk lebih
memahami profil pelabur yang
berisiko dan berkhidmat sebagai
maklumat penting untuk meru-
muskan intervensi yang diper-
lukan melalui sasaran program
jangkauan,” katanya.

Mengulas lanjut mengenai pe-
nipuan skim pelaburan, SC ber-
kata, kebanyakan penipuan pe-
laburan membabitkan promosi
produk yang tidak wujud.

Katanya, ia berlaku di mana
pelakumembuat dakwaan palsu
bahawa pelaburan itu akan di-

penipuan'skim'pelaburan.

jadikan produk pasaran modal
seperti saham atau mata wang
kripto, walhal sebenarnya pe-
luang atau produk pelaburan
berkenaan tidak wujud.

Dalam kebanyakan kes, peng-
awal selia pasaran modal itu
berkata, penipuan pelaburan
akan menawarkan pulangan
tinggi yang luar biasa.

Sebagai contoh, adalah sesua-
tu yang kerap berlaku untuk

skim sedemikian menjanjikan

pulangan 1,000 peratus: dalam
masa 24 jam bahkan dalam masa

‘beberapa jam. = *

Skim sebegini juga menawar-

Kajian SC mndﬁpati g!bngun belia berumur antara 31 tahun hingga 40 tahn j‘ua lebih mudah terdedah padcr

kan pakej pelaburan yang di-
anggarkan bermula daripada se-
rendah RM300 hingga lebih ku-
rang RM1,000.

“Selain dilihat sebagai sahih,
situasi ini juga akan membo-
lehkan pelaku untuk memujuk
kumpulan mangsa berpotensi
vang lebih luas, termasuk me-
reka vang berada dalam kelom-
pok berpendapatan rendah,” ka-
tanya:

Dalam kebanyakan penipuan,
SG menjelaskan, pelaku meng-
gunakan laman web palsu, ha-
laman media sosial dan akaun
bank keldai untuk mempromosi

BERITA
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dan menjalankan aktiviti haram
mereka. y

Dalam sesetengah Kes, pelaku
menyalahgunakan nama agensi
seperti SC, Bank Negara Ma-
laysia (BNM) dan Suruhanjaya
Syarikat Malaysia (SSM), pe-
ngantara berlesen, visual sele-
briti tempatan serta pemimpin
agama untuk memberi jaminan
kesahihan terhadap skim pela-
buran terbabit.

Katanyd, kebanyakan dari-
pada skim itu juga mendakwa
mereka menjalankan aktiviti pa-
tuh Syariah untuk menarik sen-
timen pelabur Islam.
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