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Pantau cerun
berisiko lima PBT

SHAH ALAM - Laporan beberapa cerun
berisiko dikemuka kepada pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT) untuk tindakan lanjut, kata
EXCO Infrastruktur Ir Izham Hashim.

Beliau berkata kawasan itu membabit-
kan Majlis Perbandaran Kajang, Maijlis Ban-
daraya Subang Jaya, Majlis Perbandaran
Selayang, Majlis Perbandaran Ampang Jaya
dan Majlis Perbandaran Hulu Selangor.

“Kita memanjangkan kepada PBT bagi
kawasan Hulu Langat, Hulu Selangor dan
Gombak. Terbaharu, Subang Jaya juga ter-
masuk disebabkan berlakunya beberapa
kes cerun (runtuh),” katanya dalam sidang
Dewan Negeri Selangor pada 9 Julai.

Beliau juga menjelaskan laporan berke-
naan diperoleh hasil keputusan cerapan
jawatankuasa pemantauan cerun yang
diketuainya.

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
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PBT tanam lebih
sejuta pokok

SHAH ALAM - Sebanyak 1.12 juta pokok
landskap ditanam di seluruh Selangor
sepanjang tahun lalu melalui pelbagai usa-
ha yang dijayakan semua pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT) negeri.

EXCO Alam Sekitar Jamaliah Jamalud-
din berkata Majlis Bandaraya Diraja Klang
merekod penanaman tertinggi meliputi
500,000 pokok diikuti Majlis Bandaraya
Subang Jaya (305,645 pokok).

“Majlis Perbandaran Kuala Selangor pula
mencatat 178,175 tanaman pokok, diikuti
Maijlis Perbandaran Kuala Langat (152,281
pokok) dan Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam
(117,041 pokok).

“Semua perbelanjaan bagi inisiatif ta-
naman pokok landskap melibatkan semua
PBT ini membabitkan kos RM26.6 juta”
katanya di Dewan Negeri Selangor pada 4
Julai.
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Covid-19: Tiada lagi
kuarantin rumah

SHAH ALAM - Individu positif Covid-19
tidak lagi dikenakan kuarantin di ru-
mah dan tidak perlu melapor status uji-
an kendiri dalam aplikasi MySejahtera
berkuat kuasa 15 Julai.

Menurut Kementerian Kesihatan, mer-
eka akan dirawat sama seperti jangkitan
saluran pernafasan lain tetapi digalak
memakai pelitup muka, kekal di rumah
dan mengelak tempat sesak.

Kenyataan berkenaan juga meng-
ingatkan individu yang positif berupaya
menyebar jangkitan dan disaran me-
ngambil langkah kawalan dan pencega-
han jika perlu keluar rumah, lapor Bernama.

Mereka perlu mendapatkan pemerik-
saan lanjut jika gejala berterusan atau
bertambah teruk dan diberi cuti sakit
dan dirujuk ke hospital jika perlu ber-
dasarkan penilaian pegawai kesihatan.
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‘Forest farmers’ in despair

THE STAR »

Land clearing driving tapirs into dangerous conflict with humans

By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

A FURTHER decline in popula-
tion of the Malayan tapir could
pose a serious threat to the
country’s natural ecosystem.
This warning from wildlife
activists and conservationists
was made after news surfaced
- that the species is rapidly van-
ishing in Peninsular Malaysia.
As of 2020, the animals,
known by the scientific name
Tapirus indicus, have dwindled

to as few as 700 to 800 as report-

ed by StarMetro on June 17.
is roughly half the esti-

“mate of between 1,100 and 1,500

tapirs documented by the =
Wildlife and National Parks
Department (Perhiilitan) in 2013.
Interest groups cite increased
development projects in recent
| decades for causing disruptions
within forests, as among rea-
sons for the worrying trend.
They are urging the authori-
ties to address the issue swiftly,
in view of the tapir’s crucial

role in sustaining Malaysia's _ &

biodiversity. g

Divided jungle

T:})irs Jargely exist in the pen-
insula’s Central Forest Spine,
inhabiting primary and second-
ary tropical rainforests. -

As of 2022, the peninsula

)

5

Signboard on the Centra

Andrew Sebastian sald several

ties has also contributed to frag-

éﬁine Road:in ﬁéuh, Pi:h'aﬁg. nullfylng motorists to keep wa'lch fﬁr-t-'a-plrs that rhaﬁ be
crossing the road. — FARID WAHAB/The Star EES LT : :

Sahabat Alam Malaysia hon-
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recorded 5.72 on hectares 1

of forest, according to data highway projects had created mentation, further jeopardising  orary secretary Mageswari

on the Forestry Department’s pockets of isolated forests. the survival prospect of tapirs.  Sangar: m said fragmenta-
website, 4 “This usually occurs at low= * Andrew said animals in frag-  tion had reduced food supply in

This figure has remained land forests where demand for  mented forests were at higher _the jungle.
unchanged since 2011, with connectivity is high, though = risk of genetic defects and low- _ “As a result, more tapirs ven-
Pahang having the largest - some highways do cut across ered resistance to diseases. ~ ture out of forests to forage for
forest coverage at over two the highlands too. % “Such forests ¢ ffer less space  food, causing more conflicts
million hectares. s ' “The East-West Highway and  to roam, reducing mating with humans,” she said.

This was followed by Perak, - the Central Spine Road are options and increasing the “some animals get lost and
Kelantan, Terengganu, Johor, = among highways that pass potential for inbreeding. find themselves in the middle of
Kedah, r, Negri through both the lowlands and “Over time, this will lead to roads, contributing to increased
Sembilan and Perlis. highlands,” hesaid. ~ reduced genetic diversity, which  roadkills in recent years.”

Penang, Melaka and Kuala - The East-West Highway is a may, cause the speciesto “The June 17 report also
Lumpur recorded less than 130km road eli in become more prone to diseas- ‘touched on roadkill incidents on
10,000ha of forested area (see Kelantan with ‘inPerak, . es”headded. a steady rise, from nine cases in
graphic: Forest cover by states  and stretches over the Bintang Although yet to be observed 2018 to 23 in 2021.
in Peninsular Malaysta). Range and Titiwangsa Range.  among tapirs, Andrew saidsev-  There was also a correspond-

However, activists say mas- The Central Spine Road is a eral species were already show-  ing risein conflicts with humans
sive land clearing to facilitate ‘340km mn;uu,'ggfare along the  ing effects of this phenomenon, recorded in that period, from
highway construction and hous-  Titiwangsa Range connecting He said albino snakes and 29 cases 10 67. i
ing developments have frag-  Kuala Krai (Kelantan) with . deer had been discovered in Malaysian Nature Society
mented forests. 3 ~ Kuala Pilah (Negri Sembilan). Malaysian forests, where the (MNS) conservation division

Ecotourism and Conservation  Land clearing to make way mutation might indicate a com-  head Donovan Louis said frag-
Society Malaysia president for farming and mining activi- :

. .pi-qr'nj.sed-ggh'e pou]. A ~ mentation contributed to poor

Community rangers comprise Orang Asli, army and police veterans
tasked with keeping watch on illegal activities in Malaysian forests .
— Photo courtesy of MNS

CenlraI-Forest Spine, which comprises several forest complexes running -
along the peninsula’s backbone, is @ known habitat for Malayan tapirs. —
Courtesy photo ]

-



Increasing numbers of tapirs are involved in fatal road crashes each year. (Right) A tapir wandering out of
the jungle and into Felcra Sungai Ara in Kota Tinggi, Johor, in 2020, — Filepics

StarMetro report on Juné'ﬁ'. y

ecology and higher risks of soil
erosion. :

“This may disrupt the food
chain,” he said, adding that this
would alter the balance in the
ecosystem. :

Vital function

Due to their nature to dis-
perse seed, Malayan tapirs
are also known as “forest farm-
ers” among the scientific com-
munity. ;

These animals are frugivores,
according to Louis, as they pre-
ferred to eat a wide variety of
fruits, as well as plants.

“They are known to travel
great distances and in the pro-
cess excrete seeds of the fruits
and plants they consume via
their droppings.

“The droppings act as natural
fertiliser, which are vital for
plants in the forests, making
tapirs an important part of the
nutrient cycle.

“The reduction in tapir num-
bers may cause forests to gradu-
ally degrade, potentially leading
to the collapse of the biome
(an area classified according to
the species that live in that loca-
tion),” he said (see graphic: How.
tapirs contribute to nutrient
cycle). i

Tapirs may travel between 10
and 25sq km in a day and
females usually cover a wider
area compared to males.

They create small trails in the
jungle, which according to
Louis, allows sunlight to filter
through to smaller plants on the
forest floor.

For this reason, Louis said,
tapirs should he deemed a high
conservation value (HCV) spe-
cies, as they helped sustain bio-
diversity.

HCV is a concept in forestry
studies that denotes species of.
critical importance due to their
environmental, socioeconomic
or cultural values.

Ongoing efforts

Several measures have been
taken to safeguard tapirs and
their habitat, among other wild-
life, in Malaysia.

One of them is the Improving
Connectivity in Central Forest

 Mageswari says forest

fragmentation has reduced
food sources in the jungle.

Spine (IC-CES) programme
launched in 2014 by the then
Energy and Natural Resources
Ministry.

It aims to reduce fragmenta-
tion by creating 37 ecalogical
corridors linking four major for-

est complexes spanning eight

states in the peninsula.

The four forest complexes are
Bintang-Nakawan, Greater
Taman Negara, South East
Pahang-Chini-Bera and Endau
Rompin-Ulu Sedili.

On March 9 last year, Natural
Resources and Environmental
Sustainability Minister Nik
Nazmi Nik Ahmad said the
Federal Government was work-
ing with the relevant states to

. implement the programme in

phases. -

“We need IC-CFS to reduce
human-wildlife conflicts caused
by forest fragmentation,” he
was quoted as saying in Dewan
Rakyat.

Andrew said the IC-CFS initia-
tive was a good start, but more
must be done to deter poaching
and forest encroachment.

“More funds should also be
allocated to ensure the pro-
gramme’s stccess,” he said, add-
ing that continuous monitoring
was crucial to ensure progress.

Louis, meanwhile, lauded
Perhilitan’s Community Ranger
initiative introduced in 2023,
which roped in the Orang Asli
as well as army and police vet-
erans for forest patrols.

They are tasked with keeping

Louis says poor eéolbgy may.

disrupt the food chain, altering

the forest ecosystem .
A\

watch on encroachment, poach-
ing and illegal 10gging in wild-
life reserves, state parks, forest
reserves and Ramsar sites,

During the tabling of Budget
2024, Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim pledged to dou-
ble the number of community
rangers to 2,000 this year.

Some RM60mil was also allo-
cated for recruitment, in addi-
tion to RM10mil to compensate
those who suffer damage
caused by wildlife.

In Hulu Selangor, the Sungai
Dusun Wildlife Conservation
Centre conducts rehabilitation
and breeding programmes for
tapirs.

Currently housing eight of the
mamimals, it also carries out a
programme where the animals
are prepared for eventual .~ -
release into the wilderness.

Step up protection

Despite efforts made thus far
to preserve and conserve tapirs,
activists insist there is still room
for improvement. ;

Andrew said local authorities

_ could play a role by considering

the impact on wildlife when
drafting their logal plans.

“Care must be taken to protect
their natural habitat and ecosys-
tem,” he said, adding that focus
must also be given on develop-
ing ecotourism.

Mageswari urged the authori-
ties to intensify cooperation
with non-profit organisations

THE STAR
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and higher education institu-
tions on conservation pro-
gramimes.

“Some proposals look good on
paper, but how effective are
they in addressing the tapir
decline?”

She added that this was an
urgent issue as the species was
listed under Appendix I,
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) —
referring to a status of “most
endangered”.

Louis echoed the sentiment,
noting that the authorities
should work with non-profit
organisations on rescue opera-
tions for tapirs.

He also suggested the setting
up of a hotline for the public to
submit reports about poaching
and wildlife trade.

He acknowledged that restor-
ing the Malayan tapir numbers
was an uphill task.

“t is difficult, but not impossi
ble. If there is a will, thereis a
way,” he said.
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By LEW GUAN X1
lewguanxi@thestar.com.my

SELANGOR government has
implemented 69% of the initia-
tives outlined under its First
Selangor Plan (RS-1).

Mentri Besar Datuk Seri.
Amirudin Shari said the RS-1,
launched in July 2022, was a
five-year plan aimed at increas-
ing Selangor’s contribution to
the national gross domestic
product (GDP) to 30% by 2025.

Focusing on economic growth,
the plan encompassed 262 pro-
jects and initiatives to improve
the people’s well-being through

State ac

70% of ﬁveéyear |n'|t|'at|ve

sustainable development and a = by

transparent and efficient gov-
ernment delivery system.
Amirudin said proper plan-
ning and implemematinn of
government’s initiatives were
key to relamlng the peoples
‘support.”
“Selangor is mimntly the
only state in. Malaysi

a sophisticated devalupﬁen s ‘.
framework. Some other states

are also toRS1to
develop their own pla.ns
“The ol

when presenting ap)
letters to Selangor®
opment and security
(JPKK) leaders. 4T
The ceremony saw 373 com-
munity leaders sworn in as
JPKK chairmen, mclud!ng 23
women. .

Also present were Selangor
rural development, unity and

consumers committee chairman

Datuk Rizam Ismail and state

public health and environment

commitfee chalrman Jamaliah
Jamaluddin.

Amirudin said. same villages
even had urban buildings such
as apartments.

erefore, it is a tremendous
responslhﬂiky for all of you to
push for the harmony, advance-
ment and safety of your respec-
tive villages,” he said.

He added that the JPKK was a
crucial bridge connecting the
state government and assembly-
men to the grassroots.

ones implementing them.

“We| have 46 welfare pro-
grammes in Selangor. They
would not be effective if the -
assemblymen were the only

_“Hence, we need all of you to
“be our eyes on the ground and
prwide suggestions on how we
canhnprov’e the lives of the

people.

“We haveh'een striving to
ensure that all the state's plans
reach the grassroo

‘Amirudin’ ndded that the stafe

overnment would allocate an-
additional RM400,000 next year
tohoost the Selangor Penyayang
Project (PSP), an initiative focus-
ing on minor physu:al pm]ecls
to improve infrastructure
rural areas. °

The JPKK leaders were a]so

ME B:-Some:-states keen to emulate framework of :
First Selangor Plan for economic growth, well-being

urged to not get distracted by

political interests while carry-
ing out their duties.

~ “We have to make t;mgh deci-
slnns all the time. As

Teaﬂem.

ger picture and do the rlght

thing for the people,” he. said.
“We willa y go down to

the ground to listen to the peo- ‘

. ple’s problems.

“We will also hold meetings

'this twice a year so the state

government can listen to the
issues your villages face.

“Together, let's preserve our
state, in line with the spirit of
RS-1 to make Selangor a livea-
ble, smart and advanced state,”
he added.

Amirudin also said that the
Federal Government had been

Some 373
JPKK leaders
swearing in
during the
appointment
letters
presentation
_ ceremony.

tunities for the people.

“The ringgit has also been
performing well lately.

“Our fiscal deficit is also |
decreasing,” he added.

trying its best to restore the
country’s economy.

“The government has been
actively bringing in investments
and creating various job oppor-

THE STAR .
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By CHARLES RAMENDRAN

-Road Safety Research (Miros).
charles. ramen@ﬂ'nesmr ::orin'r'ny' " :

Ahmad Zahid said Miros and
- Kuala Bumpur City Hall (DBKL)
~ had been instructed to find alter-
_native ways to improve traffic at
thestretch. =
~ He also said it was proposed
_that DBKL work closely’ with
~ other ministries and agencies,
- especially the police’s Criminal
~ Investigation Department, in
~ utilising its 5,000 closed-circuit
~ television cameras installed in the
~ city for other purposes such as
crime prevention.

Ahmad Zahid said there were
also discussions on the dispersion
‘of traffic in Johor Baru in prepa-
ration for the Johor Baru-
2 = S - Singapore Rapid Transit System,
y . (third: left) g the : wldchwillbereadymZOZT
reported at school zones ‘nation- { n roa anc - Meanwhile, Loke said the
wide lastyear. ~ congestion at the Kuala Lumpur Command Control Centre, W’lth himare  government would continue
He said international research | oke [Ief‘t) and Zaliha. — Bernama encouraging the use of uhllc
had shown that for every one ¥ g ieh u'ansportbymu'odutinz
Kkilometre of speed reduction, the  ed and 2,’74Zfata1it1$. withmore_ "Mmhf pan  that benefit users..
fatality rate declined by 4% to 5%,  than two-thirds of the victims “We also discussed how to
and a speed reduction of 5% could  comprising mnl’orcydists n dpﬂ- i
decrease fatal acddentshyso% lionriders. ;

“A" working committee will = “T ' was also told by 1he
have to be formed to decide on that road accidents had risen hy
the timing and road stretches at  8.39% compared with the sa.me‘
school zones where the new periodlastyear. )
speed limit will be implemented,” ~ “The approach we need to take:
AhmadZahid said after chairinga  to curb accidents is not merely by
meeting with the Cabinet commit- creating awareness and educa- thi
tee on road safety and trafficcon-  tion, but also by intensifyﬂﬁ :
gestion here yesterday. enforcement,” Ahmad Zahid told

He said police records also a pressconference.
showed that until May this year,  Also present were Transport
267,013 road crashes were report-  Minister Anthony Loke, Minister
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Teknologi itu b’antu
pembangunan
negara, namun
ada pihak yang

salah guna

PUTRAJAYA

asyarakat di d‘ minta ber-

waspada dengan taktik =i

penipuan mengguna-
kan penyebaran video

dan imej palsu atau 'deepfake’ 1€
yang dihasilkan menggunakan
Kecerdasan buatan

teknologi

kata Menteri Komunikasi Fahrni ;

Fadzil. : i
Berucap pada per-

pembangunan negara, na-
mun ada pihak yang me-
nya!ahgunakan 1akno|og| ber-

“Datuk Seri S Nurhanm da-
lam posting di Instagram bebera-
pa hari lepas terlm-panggllan.
dan tunjukkan (satu) panagilan
WhatsApp video seolah-olah dia

deepfake yang dibuat secara live.
“Al boleh diguna untuk ke-
baikan dan kejahatan. Kita periu
waspada maklumat diterima dan

yang barcakap. rupa-rupanya

Waspada t

- mengg
- Al bagi meniru suara dan
‘wajahnya demi mengaut
keuntungan. 3
Sementara itu Fahmi berkata
beliau akan bertemu dengan se-
mua. i media sosial di
Smgapura pada bulan ini bagi
membincangkan babempa per-
kara termasuk mengenai bahaya
Al di platform mereka.
“Saya harap (deepfake Al)
dapat ditangani oleh pihak Meta
kerana WhatsApp adalah di ba-

Awahtanggung}awabm kata-

_ hhml(dﬂlﬂuih.nlnl

aktik penipuan
guna teknologl I - Fahmi

»

hadir pada Majlis P«hmpm;lnsuhnm Kamunmhn omunnmi
Kompleks Kemanturhummilmi pada [snin. e

nologi berkenaan.

< programming, teliti data,
(IPPTAR) menyelaras kursus tek=

~ “Al mampu | bantu bukan ha-
nya untuk hasilkan content tetapi
beberapa aspek lain: seperti
tugasan dalam ‘coding,
dan ada

perkam Jain boleh di-

Turut hadlr Kema Sehausaha
Kementerian Komunikasi, Datuk
Mohamad Fauzi Md Isa; Ketua
‘Pegawai ifksakutif Bernama,
Nur-ul Afida Kamaludin dan Ketua
Pengarang Bernama, Arul Rajoo
Durar Raj. - Bernama

T SINAR HARL,
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Kerajaan sedianilai semula jumlah s

Bantuan diesel

* Timbalan Mented Kewangan
} _Lim Hul ¥ing berkata, kerajaan
A pun akan ‘menilai se-
i mulajumlahbanmanltu]ﬂca har-
- ga diesel mencatatkan penlqgka
; ;tanpadamasahadapm [T
~ “Kerajaan akan mengkafi jum-

1%"5“ '

" Terdahulu Hui Ying berkata,
kos pembangunan Budi Madani
tidak © membabitkan sebarang
- peruntukan tambahan kerana ia
‘menggunakan kepakaran dala-
man\dalam kalangan pegawai
rajaan tanpa melibatkan khld-
s .matperundlnglum- vl
. lah pembéﬂan subsidi ini dari “Oleh itu, isu tender terbuka
semasn ke semasa. Ketetapan - atau tidak, tidak wujud me-
danglm.n

menggunakan in-

? frastruktursedtaada..nﬁama.

Ta

KOSMO
ik w0, UL 2024



FADILLAH ditemul

Antarabangsa Putrajaya (PICC) semalam. - FAIZ ALIF ZUBIR

Pertama 2024 Pusat Konvensyen

Kerajaan serius jamin kualiti air terbaik diterima rakyat

Kaji pencemaran

\W

A

mikroplastik di sungai

Oleh KAMARIAH KHALIDI

PUTRAJAYA — Kerajaan melalui
Institut Penyelidikan Air Kebang-
saan Malaysia (NAHRIM) men-
Jjalankan penvelidikan berkaitan
impak kehadiran bahan cemar
baharu melibatkan bahan peng-
ganggu endokrin (EDCs), kerin-
tangan antimikrob (AMR) serta
mikroplastik terhadap kualiti air.
Timbalan Perdana Menteri,
Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof berka-
ta, penyelidikan itu dijalankan
di empat lembangan sungai di
negara ini menerusi Rancangan
Malaysia Ke-12 (RMK12).
“Seminar yang diadakan oleh
NAHRIM membabitkan pengli-
batan pemain industri, kemen-
terian dan agensi untuk kita
melihat dan berkongsi pengala-
man daripada pakar-pakar dan
diharap kita dapat mengetahui
kedudukan Malaysia dengan pe-

nyelidikan yang sedang dibuat di
empat lembangan sungai

“la untuk kita lihat apakah'

dasar pada masa depan yang
boleh dikemukakan untuk me-
nangani cabaran-cabaran baharu
dalam konteks (pencemaran)
mikroplastik,” katanya selepas
merasmikan Seminar Mikroplas-
tik Kebangsaan Pertama 2024 di
sini semalam.

Seramai 120 peserta dari
pelbagai kementerian, jabatan
persekutuan dan negeri, insti-
tusi pengajian tinggi serta indus-
tri tempatan dan antarabangsa
dari Korea, Jepun, India dan
Singapura menyertai seminar
anjuran. NAHRIM dengan ker-
Jasama Frontier Laboratory Ltd.
dan Persatuan Penyelidikan Air
Malaysia.

Menurut Fadillah, penglibatan
pelbagai sektor di dalam semi-
nar itu merupakan kunci dalam

menangani isu pencemaran air
secara holistik dan berkesan, me-
mastikan perlindungan sumber
daya air yang penting untuk ke-
hidupan manusia dan alam seki-
tar secara keseluruhan.

Beliau yang juga Menteri Per-

- alihan Tenaga dan Transformasi

Air berkata, pengumpulan data-
data asas adalah amat penting
bagi membolehkan kerajaan me-
netapkan dasar dan polisi ba-
haru dengan lebih berkesan dan
bersifat pencegahan.

“Hasil daripada penyelidikan
ini nanti diharap dapat diguna-
kan oleh semua pemegang taruh

yang berkaitan untuk memper- .

tingkatkan kualiti air di Malaysia.

“Ini bermaksud, proses rawa-
tan air minuman mungkin perlu
diberi perhatian atau pendeka-
tan baharu bagi menjamin kua-
liti air yang terbaik diterima oleh
rakyat,” ujarnya.
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NAHRIM kaji
1mpak kehadu:an

Putralaya Inst.itut Penyehdﬂ;an ucaf)ani;;'a sempena. “Seminar
bangsaan Mg!nysm (NAH- plas )

I ! pal

“Mikroplastik mengi}m ti tentang kepenﬁngnn
fan periuhuhau Kesfhatan Sedi
nia (WHO) adalah serpihan plas-
tik bersaiz kurang daripada s mm
dan ia memasuki sistem sungai , Fad
mela]uibeberapacara.terntama- pengguna
nya dari larian air permukaan, dielakkan
efluen air sisa (terawat dan tidak  d ¥
dirawat), efluen perindustrian = alamse A
da.n sisa plastik terurai,” Kkata- “Jadi hasil daripada pmgram
ini, kita akan dapat mengetahui
kedudukan di Malaysia melalui

Be!ian berkata demikian dalam

meme]lhara sumber air maslhr

- kah sknpnya

pameran seley

Berard 2024, di

minum adalah di bawah Kemen-
{erian Kesihatan (KKM) dan ia

akan dilihat sekiranya standard
air perlu ditambah baik dan apa-

Ketua Peng
hd Zaki Mat Amin, yang turut’
hadir pada majlis beﬂtenaanber-

. kata kerja penyelidikan berkai-

tan pencemaran mikroplastik
meliputi kerja persampelan, pe-
ngumpulan data lapangan dan

nganSungaiKlangdnnLemba

NAHR[M. Mo-

ngan Sungai Sarawak.
“Hasil penyelidikan mendapati

purata kelimpahan mikroplastik

di empat lembangan sungai ter-
sebut adalah di antara 179.6 par-

tikel perliter sehingga 4541.4 par-

_tikel per liter.

“purata kelimpahan mikrop-
lastik di setiap lembangan sungai.
ini dipengaruhi oleh aktiviti an-
tropogenik seperti akitiviti in-

 dustri dan domestik, selain: pe-

ngurusan sisa pepejal tidak :er-
urus yang menyumbang kepada
kemerosotan kualiti air sungai,”

katanya. 3 BERNAMA
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20, OOG CCTV pantau trahk

keselar

1atan ibunegara

o (o)

KUALA LUMPUR: Sekurang-

kurangnya 20,000 kamera litar

tertutup (GCTV) diperlukan bagi

memantau keselamatan dan

aliran trafik ibukota.
Timbalan Perdana Menten.

Datuk Seri Dr. Ahmad Zahld Ha-

tika i

i peruntukan, _memasang,
memantau dan melakukan pe-

mantauan.

".lawatankuasa Kabinet Me-
ngenai Keselamatan Dan Ke-
sesakan Jalan Raya (JKMKKIR)
mencadangkan agar kementeri-
an, jabatan dan agensi lain dili-
batkan terutamanya Polis Diraja
‘Malaysia (PDRM) iaitu Bahagian
Siasatan Jenayah samaada kom-
ersial ataupun ]enayah biasa,”
katanya dalam sidang akhbar

di Pusat Info 'l‘laﬁk dan l{awa-

lan Lampu Isyarat (KLCCC) De-
wan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur
(DBKL) di sini, semalam.

Yang hadir sma, Menteri Pen-
gangkutan, Anthony Loke Siew

‘Fook: Menteri di Jabatan Per-

dana Menteri (Wilayah Perse-

~ kutuan), Dr. Zaliha Mustafa dan

Menteri Kerja Raya, Datuk Seri
Alexander Nanta Linggi.

Mengulas lanjut, Ahmad Za-
hid berkata, selain daripada
pemantauan trafik di ibu kota,

5,000 GCTV itu turut digunakan
untuk memantau bencana ban-
jir dan tumpahan konkrit.

Jelasnya, sebahagw.n dari
kamera tersebut juga digunakan
untuk memantau jenayah serta
kawalan berkonsepkan bandar
selamat.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA
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Selangor selesai lantik

373 ketua kampung

i
Wt

Oleh MOHAMAD NAUFAL
MOHAMAD IDRIS
utusannews@mediamulia com my

SHAH ALAM: Polemik pelantikan
373 ketua kampung di negeri ini
berakhir apabila penyerahan wa-
tikah lantikan Pengerusi Jawa-
tankuasa Pembangunan  dan
Keselamatan Kampung (JPKK)
disempurnakan, semalam.

Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari berkata, pemili-
han ketua kampung dibuat Exco
Kemajuan Desa, Perpaduan dan
Pengguna, Datuk Rizam Ismail
dengan perbincangan bersama
pimpinan parti dalam Kerajaan
Perpaduan peringkat negeri.

“Kita hormati Barisan Na-
sional (BN) yang tidak melantik
wakil untuk menjadi Pengeru-
si JPKK. Namun, saya mem-
beri kelonggaran kepada dua
Ahli’ Dewan Undangan Negeri
(ADUN) daripada BN Selangor
untuk memilih minimum 10
wakil Pengerusi JPKK.

“Alhamdulillah, kita berjaya
menyelesaikan hal (pelantikan
ketua kampung) dengan baik”
katanya pada Majlis Pelan-
tikan dan Penyerahan Wati-
kah Pengerusi JPKK Kampung
Tradisi Selangor.

Sebelum ini, pelantikan
JPKK negeri ini menimbulkan
polemik apabila UMNO Selan-
gor mengembalikan semula 75
jawatan ketua kampung yang

mmumiusﬁﬂ(muiﬂkmn

ditawarkan kepada parti itu.

Sebanyak 75 jawatan ketua
kampung itu di dalam kawasan
Dewan Undangan Negeri (DUN)
Sungai Air Tawar dan Dusun
Tua, yang dimenangi parti itu
pada Pilihan Raya Negeri (PRN)
tahun lalu.

Dalam pada itu, Amirudin
mengingatkan ketua kampung

menyerahkan watikah kepada

yang dilantik supaya melakukan
tugas sebaik mungkin supaya
penduduk di kawasan mereka
dapat hidup selesa.

“Saya mengingatkan su-
paya mereka memahami hal-
hal’ pentadbiran (pengurusan

kampung) dan sentiasa beker-

jasama dengan jabatan serta
agensidi bawah Kerajaan Pusat

mmmmmwmlmuozsmmmwm
- UTUSAN/SYAKIR RAD!N

dan negeri.

“Kejayaan mereka mengurus-
kan kampung akan memberikan
impak yang baik dan positif ke-
padaimej kerajaan negeri, seka-
li gus menjadi satu kayu ukur
bagi rakyat membuat pemilihan
parti politik mana yang mereka
akan undi pada pilihan raya
akan datang,” katanya,

UTUSAN ]I\/IéX[JﬁLY%
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mmunm. Intlpat! Belau-.
jawan 2025 yang bakal diben-

Oleh itu, kata beliau, bagi
mencapai matlamat i
jaan memerlukan model baha-
ru termasuk melakukan lang-
kah menggalakkan pelaburan’
langsung domestik (DDI). =

#SEDagai CONtONLISAhA LA = & ————— TN 53 E
bah baik infrastruktur seperti = : S
dilakukan awal tahun ini me-  bih baik; kata beliau ketika _plhak-luar terhadapkedudukan peratus - Jika nada _perkara-

naikkan tarif air kerana kadar Bitemui'Umn‘Mafajsﬁi baru-  ekonomi negara. : ‘perkara luar biasa, kita boleh

lama tidak lagi mampan se- baruini. Kata beliau, jumlah DD] capai sasaran.

lepas 42 tahun tidak berlaku Kata Amir, selepas men- juga turut melonjakkan eko- “Perkara besar sekarang se-

kenaikan. galakkan DDI' kerajaan juga ‘nomi ke arah lebih baik apa-" mua orang hercakap tentang
“Bilakitatidak bayartarifair, mes '_-]angkahseternsnya- I : m_ereka inide-

syarikat air tidak mahu mem- 'untuknm‘ ihat pelaburan asing
buat pelaburan, paip.a.kan bo-  dibawamasuk kenegaraini. ‘
cor, rakyat tidak dapat airme- ~ Menurut behau,

-nyebabkan mereka marah. Jadi | - palir
kadar tarifairini pentmg untuk
membantu syarikat air dalam
menyediakan infrastruktur le-

A
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SCAM TACTICS

Be wary of Al-g nerated

PUTRAJAYA: The public has been
urged to be wary of scam tactics
involving the dissemination of
fake videos and images (deep-

fakes) created using artificial in-
telligence, said Cummumcal:ions

Minister Fahmi Fadzil.
He said while the use of AL
helped in the country's develop-

ment, some parties were misus-

ing the technology.

“(Singer) Datuk Seri SIt’i~-

Nurhaliza, in an Instagram pos

several days ago, showed a 1
Wharshppﬁdeocallthatseemed ;
as if she was talking, when 1t.was #

actually alive deepfake.

“Al can be used for goo'cl"ancl'-‘ '
evilintentions. We need tobe cau-

tious of t.he information received

and ensure that any video re- -

ceived is genuine or pmduced
through an Al apphcatlon he
said at the ministry’s monthly as-
sembly here yesterday.

As such, Fahmi' said, the
Malaysian National News Agency
(Bernama) and Radio Televisyen
Malaysia (RTM) must educate the

public on the dangers of scam.

tactics using Al deepfakes.

monthly assmbbﬂ in Putmjhya _w,sterday BERNAMAPIC i

On Sunday, the country’s No. 1
singer teponedly revealed the
latest tactic used by scammers
believed to be using Al technol-
ogy to imitate her voice and face
for profit.

Meanwhi]e. Fahmj said he
would meet with representatives
of social media platforms in Sin-
gapore later this month to discuss
several issues, including the dan-
gers of Al on their platforms.

“I hope the issue of Al-gener-
ated deepfakes can be addressed
by Meta, as WhatsApp is Meta's
responsibility.”

At the same time, he suggested
that all ministries use Al in their

tasks and requested the Tun Ab-

dul Razak Broadcasting and In-
formation Institute to coordinate
courses on the technology.
Fahmi said the government
would take stern action nst
those who posted offensive, in-
ﬂm[dat.ing and outrageous com-

-ments on social media platforms,

inclildlngWhatsApp
He said immoral and intimi-

¥ dating_ statemeuts. includfng

Lhreats. had been dissem-

I ‘1nqteq even, against Prime Min-
1_starDatu15

: SeriAnwarIbrahlm. )
~ “After the attempted assassina-
tion of former president Donald
Trump in the United States, im-
moral and criminally intimidat-
ing statements have been circu-
lated on WhatsApp.

“Some said the ones who
should have been shot were not
just there (in the US), they hinted
at a threat of violence, a criminal

threat, a death threat against tt
prime minister.

“It’s okay to have differe;
opinions, but don't go to the e
treme. That's outrageous.™

On another matter, Fahmi saj
he would meet with editors-i1
chief of the media industry so¢
following extreme comments ¢
the news posted on their soci
media platforms.

Fahmi said the investigation t
the Malaysian Communication
and Multimedia Commission i1
to Sinar Harian and Astro Awa)
TikTok Live sessions found 18 a
counts posting comments thatv
olated the laws.

“Of the 18 accounts, 12 we
fake accounts, and six other a
count holders have been ident
fied along with their phone nun
bers and addresses.

" “Ihave asked the MCMC to tal
firm and immediate action, ar
to liaise with the Attorney-Ge;
eral’s Chambers and the police |
scrutinise on this matter. It
high time the issue of fake a
counts was handled more dil
gently.” Bernama

NEW STRAITS TIMES
AT n eI
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ECONOMY SEEN TO GROW 4.7pc

' Amro says inflation
' may drop 2.3pc in
spite of risks linked
to fuel subsidy
rationalisation

FAIQAH KAMARUDDIN

KUALA LUM
bt@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA’'S economic

growth is projected to

rise to 4.7 per cent

this year, backed by
robust domestic demand and an
increase in external demand,
compared with last year's growth
of 3.6 per cent.

The Asean+3 Macroeconomic
Research Office (Amro) said in-
flation was expected todrop to 2.3
per cent in spite of risks from the
rationalisation of fuel subsidies.

“The authorities are encour-
aged to stand ready to adjust the
monetary policy to contain any
broader inflationary pressure, re-
build fiscal space through fiscal
consolidation and gradually
build up foreign reserves when
market conditions allow,” it said
in its preliminary assessment
during its annual consultation
visit to Malaysia.

Amro principal economist
Runchana Pongsaparn said pos-
itive market conditions and the
ongoing tourism recovery would
boost consumer spending, while
the realisation of record-high
approved investments and the
execution of national master
plans would drive investment
growth.

Amro said Malaysia's external
position deteriorated last year
due to a reduced trade surplus
and significant portfolio invest-

5

ment outflows, although this was
somewhat balanced by a robust
recovery in tourism.

It noted that the banking sys-
tem remained stable, with ade-
quate buffers to handle macro-
financial shocks.

“The ringgit weakened amid
challenging external conditions
and the strengthening of the US
dollar, prompting foreign ex-
change interventions by Bank
Negara Malaysia to mitigate ex-
cessive volatility of the currency.

“Repatriation of foreign invest-
ment income by government-
linked companies (GLCs) and
government-linked investment
companies (GLICs), as well as
their conversion into the ringgit
has helped to stabilise the ex-
change rate,” it noted.

Amro praised Bank Negara for
its commitment to a flexible ex-
change rate and its initiatives to

Malaysia’s positive market conditions
says Amro principal economist Runchana Pongsapari. FILE FIC

i

ensure orderly market operations
through market-friendly mea-
sures and clear, consistent com-
munication.

“These measures include coor-
dinating with GLCs and GLICs, as
well as piloting a fast-track pre-
approval reinvestment frame-
work for corporates to encourage
repatriation and conversion of
foreign earnings.

“As foreign exchange interven-
tions may be needed during pe-
riods of excessive volatility, Bank
Negara should continue to build
up its foreign reserves when mar-
ket conditions allow,” it said

It added that while rationalis-
ing the RON95 fuel subsidy
would generate significant fiscal
savings, a gradual implementa-
tion with effective communica-
tion is advised to prevent major
inflationary shocks and enable
proper assessment of policy im-

~ o B B e
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ari;f thE ongair‘ig tuur!srt reco\-rery will bot consunier spending,

pacts.

“Major tax reforms, such as the
reintroduction of the Goods and
Services Tax, are crucial for
achieving fiscal sustainability
over the medium and long term.

“The recent enactment of the
Public Finance and Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act is much wel-
come, and the authorities are en-
couraged to expedite the tabling
of the Government Procurement
Act,” itadded.

Amro highlighted the need to
accelerate structural reforms to
tackle long-term challenges, in-
cluding insufficient research and
development spending, low-in-
novation levels, and shortages in
skills and talent.

“These reforms are essential for
industrial advancement and to
support the country’s goal of
climbing the global manufactur-
ing value chain.

NEW STRAIT
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“During the event, participants engaged in- ei%if:'iency in food 5 ;imducﬁon and
’) VGh.lnteer greup hﬂ!ds - discussions and activities aimed at exploring dtsu'lburlon. and promote equity by ensuring
securil 1 to resources and opportunities

th cultiwted crops and farming
5. ia fish harvested from the
are not only consumed
10 xesmumms, mereby
uomit: status of these

/es b adequ.ate Iuwme or
"pun:hm or otherwise obtain

said t is important to secure a -
pply. th:ough domestic
ocal oonmmpﬁon needs
the population.
ction and economic
amstaimble and fair

enhances the health and
sompﬂmls from all’ nutrﬂion ofeveryone.
collectively address one 5 f'_l'hls ensure. evarynne has access

d sufficient food while
rvfng our planet’s biodiversity as it
ly aligns with the United Nations
ng pment Goals, particularly
62,000 members in 1 3 ger, Good  Health and Well-being
advocate education, Werme aing - by p and Respons!ble Consumpﬂon and
opportunities for wor b minimise environm mpac Production.”

pressing dlallengw,wm food

the lives of : wnmen

vSlmm membets with a rack for gmwlng
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Study of new poll
ting water quality

. Z i ) !
iImpac
PUTRAJAYA: The government, through the
National Water Research Institute of
Malaysia, has been actively conducting
research on the impact of new pollutants on
water quality in several river basins in
Malaysia under the 12th Malaysia Plan, said
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri ‘Fadillah
Yusof. : x 3 b A
He said the contaminants include
endocrine—dis’_n_lpunﬁ ) chemicals,
microplastics  anc those.
antimicrobial resistance.

“One of the new pollﬁ;ﬁnts galnLng

international attention is microplastic

pollution in Malaysia's water sources.
“Microplastics, defined by the World
Health Organisation as plastic fragments less
than 5mm in size enter the river system
through various pathways, primarily surface
water runoff, wastewater effluents (both
treated and untreated), industrial effluents
and decomposed plastic wastel"

He said humans are exposed fo
microplastics through food and air.

Fadillah, who is also energy transition and
water transformation minister, was speaking
yesterday at the First National Seminar on
Microplastics organised by the National

Malaysian Water Association.

Report 2023, Fadillah said individuals may
inadvertently ingest up to five grams of

“The government is committed
enhancing

g river  water  quality
2 _.qu

with state

ineffective if community awa
importance of preserving water resources
remains L

. Durin media conference, Fadillah
acknowledged that while plastic usage is
unayoidable, it must be managed to

~_its environmental impact;

‘Bermama reported.
“He added that the results of a study being
carried out in four rivers would reveal the
ysia and help to shape future
L3

standards fall under the Health Ministry.
The institute’s director-general Mohd Zaki
Mat Amin highlighted that research on
microplastic pollution involves sampling,
field data collection and laboratory analysis.
“The research covers several river basins
including Sungai Langat, Sungai Kelantan,
Sungai Klang and Sungai Sarawak. Results
show that microplastic concentrations in

wo o

utants

~ causing

Water Research Institute in collaboration
with Frontier Laboratory Ltd of Japanand the
Quioting from the World Economic Forum
plastic per week through water consumption.

ts;lu,d;

e/

# Govt concernedabout contaminants, including
endocrine-disrupting chemicals, microplastics and those

causing antimicrobialresistance: DPM

Fadilah, accompanied by Eneray Transition “and Water Trans!
Datuk Mohd Rodzwan Mohd Baba Saki (right), visiting a booth at an exhibition held in

ral k

mfbmxaﬂoq:l;iintslry deputy. secretary-

conjunction with the event in Putrajaya yesterday. - BERNAMAPIC

{hese basins range from 179.6 particles per
litre to 4541.4 particles per litre on average.
He ¢ «d concemn over the presence
of microplastics in Malaysia's aquatic
ecosystems, ting the threat they pose
to aquatic life, and their indirect exposure to

It is estimated that Malaysians use an
average of nine billion plastics annually.

Tt was reported last year that the country’s
recycling rate was at 35.38%, indicating
inadequate management of plastic waste,
raising concerns about its environmental
impact, particularly on rivers.

humans through the food chain.




