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FENCE ALONG ‘GLUTTON STREET IN KEPONG
KEEPING OUT CUSTOMERS, STAKEHOLDERS SAY

HERITAGE BUILDING IN KL GETTING FROM BAD TO WORSE
ALL EYES ON OIL PRICE, RINGGIT

CONSUMERS ARE RESPONDING TO PRICE HIKES

NO CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS DUE TO LOW ENROLMENT

HARGA MINYAK TINGGI BAWA IMPAK BERBEZA - PAKAR
SINAR HARIAN EKONOMI
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e PENDUDUK MALAYSIA MASIH TIDAK PEDULI KESAN
4. | UTUSAN MALAYSIA PENCEMARAN PLASTIK

SAMPAH : SALAH DIDIKAN ATAU MEMANG SIKAP KITA

GOVT TO HOST TALKS TO PROMOTE HARMONY

RINGGIT LOWER ON BULLISH SENTIMENT OVER US DOLLAR
MINISTRY MULLS PLAN TO REPATRIATE STUDENTS
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By BAVANIM
bavanim@lhestar com.my

PARTS of the ceiling aruiwa]l ot‘ i
the former Federated Malay A
States (EMS) Survey Department
building in Kuala Lumpur has
collapsed.
Located at the imersecnun of
Jalan Rajaand Jalan Tun Perak
along the same row as iconic
Bangunan Sultan Abdul Samad,
the FMS building has beenleft
deserted for over 20 years. =
This is the second time

“There were wuod pleces
everywhere on the floor.

“Many parts of the buil
are neg{acted and'ina

"And things are only going to
get worse;” she added.

K. Ramanujam, a tourist from
India, said all the buildings
the area looked as if they :
falling apart. ]

“They are heautiful buildings ¥
hut they look like they needa e
lnl of repairs,” he added. i ent alise Kuala Luir -~ istry’s 1 Nazri had said that once the

- The EMS Survey Department ol that Khazan 1en con , a Khaza ~ funds had iplansto  ministry received the allocatior
building comes under the pur-  Na: nal Bhd wo H 5 I d . Tes : . he hoped to turn the place into
view of ’I‘ourlsm, Artsandii o es ] 3 1e bu e ‘He had said th t-'the minlstry an office for Kuala Lumpur Cra
Culture Ministry (Motac), with  Natio Fund to : | i ¢ dltl not get any allocation from Complex staff who were previ-
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)  en 'sector |3 1 Tourism ‘the, govemment for conserva- _nusly located in Jalan Conlay.
previously maintaining the M Y ] i ving tuk |  tion efforts, adding thatthe ~ However, the funds did not

facade. Treasury did not grant his * come through and the buﬂdmg
“When tahling Budget 2023 ;pp];cduqq for RM150mil. fell into disrepair.
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ECONOMY

By ELIM POON
elimpoon@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The possibility of high-
er oil prices, should there be an escalation

in the conflict between Iran and Israel,

- would not necessarily provide a tailwind
to Malaysia’s economy and the battered
ringgit.

Sunway University economics professor

Yeah Kim Leng said while net oil exporting
countries including Malaysia will experi-
ence higher oil export earnings, a widening
of the Iran-Israel conflict will send the

already fragile global economy into a tail-
spin. ;

“Being highly detpendent on exports, it
will be challenging for the local economy to
meet its 4% to 5% growth target for the
year should the conflict spill over to the
region and trigger a global downturn.

“The negative global demand shock is
projected to exceed the benefits of high oil
prices that are diminished by an concomi-
tant rise in fuel subsidy spending by the
government,” he told StarBiz.

- Notably, Iran is a major oil producer
accounting for 7.8% of global oil supply in
March 2024, according to the International
Energy Agency.

Yeah said the disruption of oil supply in
the Middle East will ]ﬁ(ely cause world oil
prices to spike above US$100 per barrel
from the current US$90 for Brent crude oil.

Yeah added that the government’s petrol
and diesel subsidy rationalisation initiative
is becoming an even more pressing and
urgent initiative in the face of rising world
oil prices.

He said the shift from blanket to targeted

While high prices may be
beneficial to Malaysia as a
net exporter, it could boost

inflation and impact

TS AT CEL YEITE PR

fuel subsidies should proceed as planned
as the gains to bath the government and

the public would be even larger at higher

prevailing world oil prices. :
“While the higher oil prices translate into

greater capacity of the government to foot

the burgeoning subsidy bill, it however
results in a bigger misallocation of resourc-
es as well as a missed opportunity to
strengthen the country's public finance
and reduce inefficient and over-consump-
tion of its limited non-renewable fossil
resources,” he said.

The government plans to introduce a
targeted fuel subsidy programme this year.

Rakuten Trade head of equity sales
Vincent Lau said it is still too early to tell
whether there will be a deferment in the
implementation of the petrol and diesel

“Being highly :
dependent on exports,

for the local economy
to meet its 4% to 5%
growth target for the
year should the
conflict spill over to

the region and trigger

a global downturn.

Prof Yeah Kim Leng

subsidy rationalisation programme, in
light of the heightened geopolitical ten-

sions.

“The planned subsidy rationalisation ini-
tiative will likely proceed as scheduled and
any impact that is sustained from the esca-
lation of the conflict hetween Iran and
Israell would probably have subsided by
then.

“Hopefully, by then, tensions in the
Middle East will have eased and we will see
Brent crude oil price returns to around
1US$80 per barrel,” he said.

Lau opined it is unlikely Istael will
engage in a full:-blown war and that any
response Israel will have towards Iran is
expected to be a measured one. Hence, any
benefits or impact that Malaysia is project-
ed to sustain, whether economically or

various industries

currency-related, will be minimal and
short lived.

“We are optimistic that the tensions in
the Middle East will not escalate out of
control.

“If the oil prices rise as a result of escalat-
ed tensions, it will cushion the ringgit.
Conversely, if the situation de-escalates and
oil prices decrease, our economic situation
will remain relatively stable,” he said.

Lau added that while high oil prices may
be beneficial to Malaysia from a net oil
exporter standpoint, it could boost infla-

. tion and impact various industries.

“At the most, the Brent crude oil pricing
may hit US$100 should the conflict esca:
Jates. Not to mention, the Organisation of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec,
and its allies may intervene to stabilise o
prices if they become excessively high.

“As for the US Federal Reservelss(Fed
rate cut decision, currently, the Fed dot plo|
suggests the possibility of three rate cuts
though consensus has shifted'to two due tc
the consumer price index data in the
United States.

“The ongoing tensions in the Middle Eas
are unlikely to significantly influence thi
Fed's rate decision, as they typically focw
on domestic factors,” he said- ;

Meanwhile, Bank Muamalat Malaysii
Bhd chief economist Mohd Afzanizan
Abdul Rashid said the primary concer
arising from tensions in the Middle East i
on the ringgit, as the demand for safe-hav
en currency such as the US dollar woul
be higher during heightened economi
uncertainties. :

This will lead to the depreciation of th
ringgit, which may cause the country
import bills to rise.
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Penduduk Malay
peduli kesan pencemaran plastlk

'sia masih tidak

R,

AGImenangani isu
. pencemaran plastik,
pihak industri dan
' | akademia mesti
bersama kerana
kedua pihak ini mampu

menyelesaikan masalah sama :

ada dari segi pembahan slka
dan gaya hidu w?k
terhadap pl
kesedaran pengurusan
plastik serta inovasi,
pengangkutan mahupus
pengeluaran.

Satu sekretariat mesti
ditubuhkan segera bagi.
menyelaras kerj

pihak industsi, akadenna, -;' ¥

pertubuhan bukan kerajaan
(NGO) dan pihak berkuasa:
tempatan dengan strategi

serta tindakan yang jelas dan o

berkesan.

‘Sasaran tahun 2030 untuk
memperlihatkan pengurusan
sisa plastik yang baik
memerlukan kefahaman dan
kesedaran awam, teknologi
dan inovasiserta penglibatan
pihak berkuasa mahupun
NGO.

Oleh kerana penggunaan
plastik sudah menjadi satu
keperluan dan budaya
kehidupan manusia, maka
usaha dan kerjasama pihak
akademia dan industri mesti
disegerakan terutamanya
mencari jalan untuk hasilkan
plastik mesra alam. Galakkan,
insentif dan program khas
mesti diadakan antara pihak
berkenaan.

Banyak artikel melaporkan
plastik boleh dijumpai di
puncak Gunung Everest
hingga lautan yang paling
dalam di dunia. Plastik,
serpihan plastik atau
mikroplastik boleh dijumpai
di mana-manasahaja di dunia
ini termasuk dalam tubuh
manusia seperti dalam najis,
darah dansusu ibu.

Kewujudan sisa plastik di
merata tempat yang boleh
menyebabkan masalah kepada
alam sekitar dan memberikan
kesan kepada kesihatan
manusia, hidupan liar dan
perubahan iklim, maka isu
pencemaran plastik mesti
diselesaikan segera oleh
penduduk dunia.

Pencemaran plastik sudah
menjadi krisis global. Lebih
kurang 95 peratus plastik
dihasilkan daripada bahan

““:&.

* api fosil daﬁ&letepask-.in

3.7 peratus Gas Rumah
Hijau (GHG). Jurnal Nature
melaporkan pada tahun lalu
sebanyak 352 juta tan sisa
plastik di dunia dan lebih
kurang separuh daripada
plastik yang dihasilkan
digunakan hanya sekali sahaja.
Hanya sembilan peratus sisa
plastik sahaja dikitar semula
dan 19 peratus lagi dibakar.

Aktiviti ini boleh
mengurangkan kualiti udara.
Sebahagian besar sisa plastik
berakhir di tapak pelupusan
sampah (49 peratus) selain
daripada disalah gunaatau
salah urus (22 peratus) dan
sebahagiannya dibakar
secara terbuka, longgokan
sampah secara haram atau
pembuangan sampah di
merata-rata. :

Pencemaran plastik yang
sedang berlaku di dunia boleh
mengakibatkan kesan buruk
kepada planet bumi. Proses
semulajadiyang sedang
berlaku di bumi akan berubah
seperti kitaran nutrien
dalam tanah dan corak cuaca
tempatan.

‘Ada pandangan yang
mengatakan kejadian
pencemaran plastik berpotensi
sebagai era geologi baharu
akibat perbuatan manusia.

BIOPLASTIK

Walaupun terdapat banyak
penemuan baharu berkaitan
bioplastik, hasil daripada
kajian berpuluh tahun,
namun masih banyak kerja

Penggunaan plastik
sudah pun menjadi
keperluan dan gaya

hidup semasa.”

penyelidikan yang perlu
dilakukan terutamanya
berkaitan ekonomi sirkular

bagi mewujudkan perniagaan

dan pelaburan yang
bertanggungjawab.

Ahli kimia dalam bidang
polimer terutamanya,
mesti bekerja lebih keras
bersama pihak industri untuk
membangunkan teknologi
kitar semula dan produk
plastik mesra alam.

Bioplastik yang
dibangunkan daripada
sumber biomass yang boleh
diperbaharui menggantikan
sumber minyak mentah.
Kajian yang lebih mendalam
perlu dilihat bukan sahaja
dari segi faktor alam sekitar

tetapi yang lebih penting ialah

ekonomi. Pelaburan pihak
industri dan akademia dalam
hal ini sangat penting.
Pandemik Covid-19
menambah lagi
penggunaan plastik
sekali guna terutamanya
untuk keselamatan dan
membendung merebaknya
penyakit. Penghantaran
barangan keperluan harian
seperti makanan dan

keperluan asas terus ke

- rumah menambahkan lagi

penggunaan plastik sekali
guna dalam pembungkusan.
Pengalaman 1tu
memerlukan kreativiti dan
inovasibaharu termasuk
ekonomi sirkular selain
daripada plastik mesra alam
dan siSterm pengurusan sisa

.p]asuk yang baik.

SIFAR PLASTIK

Kerajaan Malaysia sudah
pun melancarkan Pelan Hala
Tuju Malaysia Ke Arah Sifar
Penggunaan Plastik Sekali
Guna 2018-2030. Malangnya
sambutan masyarakat
terhadap kempen sifar beg

plastik sekali guna tidak begitu

kelihatan, seolah-olah kempen
itu tidak pernah dilakukan.
Beg plastik dan botol plastik
sekali guna misalnya masih
boleh dijumpai di dalam
SUngai semasa air surut.

Oleh kerana masalah global
ini yang sudah pun diiktiraf
Pertubuhan Bangsa-bangsa
Bersatu (PBB) dan mereka
mengajak semuanegara
bersama-sama menangani isu
ini di lautan secara berkesan.
Di peringkat antarabangsa
sudah ada kaedah pendidikan
dan kempen bagi menarik
minat seluruh masyarakat
dunia memahami dan
melaksanakan kawalan
pencemaran plastik.

Malaysia sentiasa
mempromosikan
pembangunan mapan dengan
mengimbangi pertumbuhan

ekonomi dan perlindungan
alam sekitar sejajar dengan
Matlamat Pembangunan
Lestari PBB (SDG 2030).
‘Walaupun Malaysia komited
dengan polisi dan peraturan,
namun sambutan daripada
masyarakat umum masih lagi
berada di tahap yangndak
menggalakkan.

Isu pencemaran plastik

. secara global sukar dikawal

sekiranya tiada komitmen
menyeluruh daripada
kerajaan, rakyat dan pihak
industri. Penggunaan plastik
sudah pun menjadi keperluan
dan gaya hidup semasa.

Pemantauan PEB
terhadap SDG 2030 setakat
ini, umumnyatidak berjaya
seperti yang diharapkan
memandangkanfenomena
perubahan iklim dan
kehilangan kepelbagaian
biologi terus berlaku.
Pencemaran plastik dilautan
juga masih berlaku dan terus
meningkat.

Pencemaran plastik d:
lautan merupakan sumbangan
signifikan mengancam
kesihatan hidupan liar marin
seperti ikan paus, penyu dan
burung laut. Mikroplastik juga
memberi kesan kepada aktiviti
fotosistisis dan pertumbtihan
fitoplankton, kesan keracunan
ke atas zooplankton
dalam perkembangan dan
pembiakan, kesan stok
karbon dan kesan ekologi lain
umumnya.

Fitoplankton dan
zooplankton adalah produser
dan konsumer penting dalam
Kkitaran tenaga lautan. Apabila
kitaran tenaga terhalang akan
memberikan kesan kepada
biodiversiti dan perubahan
iklimumumnya

Dalam Plan Hala Tuju
Malaysia Ke Arah Sifar <@
Penggunaan Plastik Sekali
Guna2018-2030, Malaysia
mencadangkan industri
plastik beralih kepada
produk yang mesra alam dan
terus berkembang dengan
mengadaptasi teknologi hijau
dan memelihara alam sekitar.

Semua pihak yang
berkepentingan mesti
memainkan peranan dalam
menyokong Pelan Hala Tuju
kerajaan melalui pelbagai cara
dengan penggunaan teknologi,
amalan dan sokongan
sehingga objektifitu tercapai
dan manusia seluruhnya
mendapat manfaat.

DR: Ahmad Ismail ialah Presiden
Pefsaluan Ekdogj Malaysna (PEM)
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