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Fate of PJ's majestic mahogany hangs in the balance

T&l"lkh 588008 00000080000000008

By AIDA AHMAD Y damaged if the girth of the trunk
aidaahmad(@thestar.com.my exceeded 0.8m.
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia

- WHAT is believed to be the last ™ (UTM) Skudai asset management
remaining mahogany (Khaya PR\ division’s land planning and
grandifoliola) tree in Section 17, development unit head Dr Mohd
Petaling Jaya, Selangor has an Suhaizan Shamsuddin said
uncertain fate, ; non-native trees like mahogany

The recent spate of falling were introduced into Malaysia
trees in cities across the country, during the British colonial era.
most of which involved big “The mahoga r:af tree has
non-native trees, compounded grown in tropical and semi-tropi-
by the eurrent heavy rain and : cal climates.
strong winds, has gotten the pub- MBPJ “Several studies have been
lic concerned. Landscape carried out on trees planted

Some have been the. ' Department before independence.
local authority to act ‘ will be “Now, heritage trees over 20

The mahogany is a much loved | consulted years face increasing threats to
tree among residentsin the | 3 il onways to their growth and pose risks to:
neighbourhood. save the old the public, particularly in urban

‘This non-native mature shade mahogany areas,” said Mohd Suhaizan, who
tree, also known as an African tree. was also a landscape architect.
mahogany, can grow up to 30m He said the mahogany tree

igh. v L could still be saved, but this

Petaling Jaya City Council day revealed that the lree’s inva-, ‘ 'nm said pan!c had : stmtk resi- by tree felling”, some Section17  would involve funds to modify
(MBPJ) councillor Terence Tan, sive root system had cracked the  dents in the n hood after  residents shared how they stood  existing infrastructure to main-
said there was no decision yet on  surface of the concrete walkway.  the sudden surge of falling trees  for hours under the 275cm-cir- tain its life and sustainability.
the fate of the mahogany tree. Tan said !htzgould consult in Kuala Lumpur. cumference mahogany tree to “An important consideration is

“Some residents have pro- the MBP] Landscape Department “Some requested that trees up  save it from being felled. soil characteristic, where the
posed that we carry out workto  on possible ways to save the tree.  to 3 tall get chopped down, but They had called on MBP] to root space for the growth and
release the concrete surrounding “Itis a beautiful tree, easily 40  we cannot go around fe enforce the Tree Preservation spreading of large trees need to
the tree. 0 50 years old. trees; we need to find a balance  Order. ] be stable.

“As the tree grows, it could “There is periodic tri to assure the pn.b].ic and manage - Under the Town and Country “We must also understand the
break the drain and affect the but we will also look at what we  safety,” he said. Planning Act 1976 (Act 172), the  existing root functions to sup-
road next to'it,” he said. can do with the base (of the In February last year, in a Order is to protect big and port the growing tree’s canopy,”

A check by StarMetro yester- tree),” he added. StarMetro report titled "‘Stumped mature trees from being cut or he said.
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Law to transform cities almost ready

Urban Redevelopment Bill targeted for tabling in Parliament in third quarter of 2024

By GERARD GIMINO
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The Urban
Redevelopment Billis currentlyin
its final stages and targeted for
tabling in Parliament in the third
quarter of this year, says Nga Kor

Ming.

The Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister said the Bill, aim-
ing to transform cities in Malaysia,
especially those affected by aged
buildings or slums, has been

agreed to in principle by the

Cahinet.

Additionally, he pointed 'opt,ﬂ
that the Kuala Lumpur City Hall
(DBKL) had already identified 139

potential sites spanning OvVer
526ha; fit to be redeveloped, reju-
venated and regenerated. $

Of the 139 sites, Nga said, 91
were “definitely fit" for residen-
tial purposes.

“We strongly believe that iden-
tified potential sites may generate
as high as RM322.5bil worth of

gross development value, thereby

creating thousands of high-skilled
job- opportunities as well as
investment prospects.

“This is the way forward and
we are pushing for it (the Bill) to
be tabled by the third quarter of
this year.

Al

2024

| per Awards
— [ZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star

“We are working towards ol

final phase of drafting the Urban
Redevelopment Bill 2024," he told
The Star on the sidelines of the

StarProperty Real Estate Develo-

per Awards 2024 on Wednesday.

Nga emphasised that the pro-
posed Urban Redevelopment Act
would focus on four areas—rban
redevelopment, urban regenera-
tion, urban rejuvenation and
urban conservation.

WARDS | |

"We will 'greserve‘ h
into more liveable (s]

pointed out how every
{:unding had its life span, justlike

“Here, we have four options:
- whether to redevelop, regenerate,
_rejuvenate: or conserve them,
: ;illll;allthiswe]l thought out,” he

'Nga gave the assurance that

~ under the ministry’s guidelines

and laws, the owners’ interests

will be balanced with those of the
. developers and business opportu-
" nities. The ministry, he noted,

‘practised an open policy, where
they were ready to listen to con-
- structive opinions.

“Views that serve the bestinter-
ests of our country will be adop-
_ted as part of our policy” the
ministerysalu S NaE e
: Nﬁ added that they were also

ooking at amending the Hous

He said the current Act only

‘covered residential properties
- and did not protect buyers, own-
ers or developers of commercial

| properties, ;

the same time, Our property.
sector has experienced dynamic
_growth and changes. ‘
“There are certain paradigm
- shifts with various property cate-
gories such as SoVo, SoHo, com-
- mercial properties, industrial

covered hy the old law.

parks and more, which are not

“Once we have the new law
ready, it will encompass all cate-
gories of properties under one
umbrella,” he said, pointing out
how it matched the market in
Australia and Dubai in the UAE.

Given the journey ahead, Nga
urged all quarters to form strate-
gic partnerships and work togeth-
er with the Madani government.

“Our aim is to make Malaysia
the centre of the Asean region
and we urge investors to come
and make Malaysia the gateway
to the region,” he said, adding that
the region was poised to be the
fastest-growing economic zone
globally: ;

As the incoming Asean chair-

ing man, Nga said Malaysia was
- ready to be one of the epicentres

for investment, education and

- tourism.

“We hope the property sector
will continue contributing to this
vision. Let us work together to
fulfil this national mission, where
making Malaysia great again is
everybody's dream,” he said.

NATCHTHE [OE:|0]
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Don't go on tree- felllng spree, eco warrlors tell authorities

By TARRENCE TAN
tarrence@thestarcom.my —

PETALING JAYA: The erratic
weather has seen incidences of

trees falling recently, but that does

not grant the authorities a free §
pass to go on a “tree-felling” spree, B

say NGOs and environmentalists.
Instead, the authorities should

plant types of trees according to

the location as well as ensuring

their timely maintenance, the

groups said.

Malaysian Nature Society presi- :

dent Vincent Chow said suitabili-

ty of trees should be considered

for urban spaces and roadsides.
“Big trees like the 3
are not suitable at the roadside.

“Suitability of the species and
the location are aspects that we

should look into,” he said.

According to Chow, the authori- 7

ties should conduct a thorough
study before planting trees at an
area, and also ensure proper tree
management procedures are in
place.

“Trees not being maintained or
pruned properly is happening
across Malaysia, This neglect of
trees is what we have to look
into,” he added.

Sahabat Alam Malaysia presl-
dent Meenakshi Raman said
while it backs Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim'’s call
to plant 100 trees for each felled
in the city, it is also crucial to pro-
tect the trees by having proper
management plans.

“We support the call by the PM
hut we are concerned that due to
recent incidences, there would be
a tree-cutting spree. It's important
to protect the trees; they don't
simply die or their roots become
rotten. If in the course of con-

angsana tree

C ral accfdenls Invnlving trees tumbling down in inclement weather have been
recorded in a few states since April 4. Despite that, eco warriors say the authorities should not go on a

‘tree-felling’ spree but should plant suitable trees according to the location instead. — Bernama

struction, the roots of the trees
are affected, then this could affect

- the health of trees.

“Hence, it is vital to have proper
plans to preserve the trees and
not take short cuts which kill the
trees,” she said.

Meenakshi said the replanting
of trees can be done with proper
plans and consultations with

experts and arborists, adding that

under the Town and Country
Planning Act 1976, there are pro-
visions for the protection and
preservation of trees by the local
authorities.

The current approach of priori-
tising construction over “green

spaces” muststop as itis crucial'to
have more ftrees in cities due to
extreme heat and rainfall, she
noted.

“We need to heed the call made
(by the PM) and ensure local
authorities involve the public to
make sure that the plans are
implemented,” she added.

Meenakshi also said it is impor-
tant to educate construction com-
panies and developers on how to
protect and preserve trees,

The Consumers Association of
Penang president Mohideen
Abdul Kader said urban roadside
trees are now mostly surrounded
by impervious pavements, which

-moniforing by

contribute to poor growth and
health of tree roots.

“Mature trees require frequent
g by arborists and care
by the local authorities,” he said.

He also called on the authori-
ties to determine suitable loca-
tions for planting new trees by
considering factors such as space

'and soil quality.

es selection is also impor-
tant prioritising the native spe-
cies that provide ecosystem bene-
fits such as shade, carbon seques-
tration and air purification.
“Monitoring programmes need
to be done to ensure the progress
of tree-planting efforts and the

Tq

rikh

Jj compliance with f{ree-planting

ments,” he said.
. Mohideen also proposed for
local planning authorities to cre-
ate a tree preservation order

| under the Act.

Anwar had made the “plant 100

W trees” call after Minister in the
‘Prime Minister’s Department
% (Federal Territories) Dr Zaliha

Mustafa, in the wake of yet anoth-
er huge tree that toppled onto a

§ road in the capital city, said the

Kuala Lumpur City Council

' (DBKL) had been instructed to
I promptly fell trees at risk of fall-
ing down.

The incident was the latest in a
spate of trees tumbling down in

) inclement weather.

On May 14, two stalls at a night

§§ market in Nilai, Negri Sembilan,

were damaged when a tree was
uprooted aﬁer heavy rain in the
evening.

On May 13, several cars were
struck by fallen trees in Kuala
Lumpur following a heavy storm
and one of the damaged cars was
a police patrol car escorting
Melaka Chief Minister Datuk Seri
Ab Rauf Yusoh.

On May 8 in Penang, an 80-year-
old man was injured after a tree
fell'on him at the Penang Botanic
Gardens while another tree fell
across Jalan Macalister in George
Town on May 11, heavily dama-
ging several cars.

On May 7, a 47-year-old man
died after his car was among 17
vehicles hit when an over-half-a-
century-old: tree fell along Jalan
Sultan Ismail, Kuala Lumptr.

On April 4, a 48-year-old man

- was killed after a tree fell on his

car along Jalan Senawang-Paroi
near Taman Rashidah Utama in
Negri Sembilan.

THE STAR

17 HAY

SesssasssaEsssassnaasseseensd



‘Communicate and embody Madani concept

PUTRAJAYA: The Communica-
tions Ministry’s personnel, espe-
cially Excellent Service Award

(APC) recipients, need to carry out -

their tasks and duties in a manner
that reflects the concept of
Malaysia Madani, and act as
informants about government
initiatives for the people. ;

Emphasising the importance of

this key role, Minister Fahmi
Fadzil expressed confidence that
as civil servants, all APC recipi-
ents would give their full commit-
ment to every task entrusted to

- them.

“In a few months, there will be

a new task for us. This is very -

imporiant because, as APC recipi-
ents, we need to set an example.
“Hence, I call on all APC recipi-
ents to be catalysts and to
embody the concept of Malaysia:
Madani that we want,” he said at

the ministry’s 2023 APC ceremo-

ny for Peninsular Zone here yes-
terday. ;

A total of 522 of the ministry’s
personnel received the award in
the form of certificates of appre-
ciation and incentives worth
RM1,000 at the event, including
63 staffers from the Malaysian
National News Agency (Bernama).

Also present were Deputy
Minister Teo Nie Ching, Commu-
nications Ministry secretary-
general Datuk Mohamad Fauzi
Md Isa and Bernama chief execu-
tive officer Nurul Afida Kama-
Tudin.

As civil servants under a minis-
try that has the role of disseminat-
ing accurate information to the
public, Fahmi urged all APC recip-
ients to be wellinformed about
all initiatives announced by the
government, namely the Madani
Economy Framework: Empower-
ing the People; the New Industrial
Master Plan 2030 (NIMP 2030);
the National Energy Transition
Roadmap (NETR); and the review.
of the Public Service Remunera-

Do us proud: Fahmi and Teo (tdp row, c“emre) posing with ernama staff who received the Excellent Service

Award in Putrajaya. — Bernama

“You all are the
strong foundation *
and basis for all
these initiatives.”
Fahmi Fadzil

A e R et
tion System (SSPA), Bernama

reported.

“If you don’'t know all these
things, or cannot remember, how
can you convey those informa-
tion to the public? You all are the
strong foundation and basis for
all these initiatives,” he said.

S |

Fahmi also reminded all APC
recipients not only to excel in
their workplace but also to con-
tinue demonstrating excellence in
their daily lives and be the best
examples for their colleagues.

“You must be the best example
to your peers so that they do not
engage in corruption or furn
away from their duties to serve
the country.

“I wish the best for everyone. [
hope those who have not yet
received the APC will continue to
work hard,” he said.

Meanwhile, Fahmi once again
reminded the public notto spread
any unverified information
through any platform as it could
lead to slander.

“We know that with fast and

cheap Internet and 5G coverage,
misinformation and inaccurate
information spread faster.

“Do not share it in your neigh-
bourhood, surau or office groups
hecause it can cause slander,” he
said.

On an insult to Islam made on
social media allegedly involving a
receipt from a fast food operator
in Penang, Fahmi said a police
report had been made on the mat-
ter and that the ministry is also
looking into it.

It is learnt that the insulting
remark on the receipt was not
made by the fast food operator,
but was stated in the comment
section for online customers to
give specific instructions for their
worders, he added. — Bernama
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ed_fatty;ilive ..dlseasa,. slck sought medical attention
Jead o serious liver (70.8%), 20.7% took medicines
: ‘without consulting a healthcare
ractitioner, 15%. sought advice
I m the media, while 11%
k .5 millic 7 % - ‘alme mmedtufriandsandfanﬂlyfur

% hadnhyperte.nsinn, of the tlation have the condi-  dren’ e ; advice.
| and obesity. ' tlon. : } Bl ma. . Insufficient sleep,: WhikHizefers
/h Y 0  to sleeping for lms than seven
- hours within also

: ty, cardmvascular disease,
diabetes, hypertension, depres-
sk of cz Among them, 30% felt ‘their sion and even accidents.
5 A AN ey : * health issms aft'ectecl their daily - The report found that two in
“And unfortunately, two in five  adults (or 6.7milli ple) were - activities.” five or 38% of adults were not
people did not know: they have hvmgwuhmetabu ysfunction- = A ma]nnty‘uf those who wgre getting enough sleep. @
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| PUTRAIAYA Sqme one nu]]ion
‘individuals aged 15 and older
were found to be suffering from
depresgion, accarding to the
alth and Morbidity
3:5 Nun-Commumcable

|58 'l’hesurvey‘ d that the nu
ber of pe f{.ﬂe vith depi’essionhad
dauhled om 2019 to 2_023 and

adults in Malaysm were found to
be suffering from depression it
said.

The survey is an annual
research activity aimed at gather-
ing information on health and to
‘determine the prevalence of

' diseases and rg_lated risk factors
among Malaymans :

The data collection sessions
were conducted from July to
September last year, across all
- walks of life in urban and rural
areas nationwide.

As for children afflicted by
mental health problems, the find-
ings showed that the number had
jumped from 7. 9% in 2019 to
16.5% in 2023.

“One in six children aged five to
15 in Malaysia have been affect-

| ed,”it added.
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tidak menentu terutama bawang,
gula,’ bemsimport. 508, ayam ser-

membeli set Menu Rahmah {aitu

nasi putih, ayamdansavursqiak,_ 1
ia  diperkenalkan. Xadangka-_. 2
dang hanya seorang sahaja yang

meminta membelinya.

“Memang takbawabalikmu—
dalpun.untungpunhlmngkm“ 1

berbanding menu nasi campur

dengan 501enls Iaukpaukym;_g :

sediaadaduualdlgeralin!

Pemﬂihannasidengananéﬁa-} dir
Iaukﬁnjugasudahbulehaldapa-' kum

ti pada harga berpatutan. lebih
daripada Menu Rahmah iaitu
sekitar RM2.50 hingga RM4.50.

bagi setiap tujuh kilogram, beras
import,mlnyakmasak.ayamdan

'tiadaplmmn mela]nkan
tikan Menu Rahmah
 yang diperkenalkan bagi tujuan
merlngankan beban dan kos sara

Kurang sambutan; tidak mampu, tanggimg kos antara faktor ]ualan thentlkan ¥ \\\“

“la merupakan satu pem

: “bama.u apabila lauk yang say

asingkan bagi Menu Rahma

tidak habis dijual. -

- "Selain itu, dengan peningk:
kns bargngantmentah da

‘ “tam lain menjadikan sukar untu

kami menyerap kos operasi ba|

\ 'Menul!ahmah katanya.

Sementara itu di. uemm. pri
mosi Menu Rahmah yang kurar

~ didakwa menjadi punca rata-ral

peniaga tidak lagi terdorong w

" tuk meneruskan program itu s

jak hujung tahun lalu.
Pemilik restoran Asam P
das Selera Kampung, Saharudi

~ Mohd. Nor, 57, berkata, keadaz

itu diburukkan lagi dengan siti
asi di mana peniaga berdepz
masalah bekalan beras, miny:
dan gula.

““Promosi menu ini pun sura
dan tidak dipromosikan seper
sebelumnya;” ujarnya.

Bagl pemilik Restoran Asa
Pedas Lagenda, Mohd. Rasyd:
Ramli, pihaknya masih menawa
kan Menu Rahmah setiap he
tetapi’ jumlah permintaan s
makin berkurangan berbandii
pertengahan tahun lahu.

“Setiap hari kira-kira 10 bun
kus akan terjual, tidaklah seba
yak tahun lepas kita jualilebih {
bungkus,” ujarnya.
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Tinjauan Kebangsaan Kesihatan dan Morbiditi (NHMS) 2023

Se]uta pendudu_k

Seramai 3.6 juta
pula hidap

penyakit tidak
berjangkit ‘

Dleh Mohd Iskandai

lah itu berfikir untuk mence-
derakan diri sendiri atau mem-
bunuh diri.

peningka
pada'rsperatuspadammkepada
16.5 peratus pada 2023 dengan satu
daripada enam kanak-kanak me-
ngalamimasalah berkenaan.
NHMS 2023 turut mende-

dahkan 46 peratus kanak-kanak
terbabit mengalami masalah de-

- ngan rakan sebaya, masalah ting-
kah' laku (25 peratus), masalah

hampir separuh daripad& }'um

r.ekanan darah“fmgxi(svjum)dan
kulﬁctmemltinsgi(? juta)

teri Kesihatan, Dat‘ukSeri i

Dr Dzu.lkefly Ahmad berkata
tinjauan mendapati  sebahagi-

an besar daripada ‘mereka yang -

menghidap penyakit :

emuan itu amat membim-
bangkan kerana penyakit ﬂdnk

23, di. Putm;aya,semalam :

berjangkit yang udak didianogsis
boleh menyebabkan Komplikasi

kesihatan yang lebih cepat kepa-
damlnnganbetkenaan, k:iinnya'

T rcnd iJhL siti In.ru rusan

Selainim lebihsooooodewasa_

menghidap
empat penyakit tidak berjangkit
hmu kencing manis, tekanan da-

‘rah tinggi, knlmtnml tlngg'l dan
obesiti.

‘Malah,"ada’ peningkatan' ber-
terusan dalam trend berat badan
berlebihan dan obesiti dalam ka-
lnngs.n dewasa, melonjak hampir

10 peratus dalam tempoh satul de-

"-?-alay51a

A
O

(Foto Mohd Fadli HamuhlBH)

kad, daripada 44.5 peratus pada
2011 kepada 544 peratus pada

2023.
pesakit luar, dapatan tinjauan

'NHMS 2023 menunjukkan trend

peningkatan daripada 8.1 pera-

tus pada 2019 kepada 125perah15
pada tahun lalu.

pun, trend penggu-

naan perkhidmatan jagaan pesa-

kit luar di fasiliti kerajaan mere-

kodkan penurunan daripada 64.2

peratus pada 2019 kepada 48.9 pe-

ratus pada 2023
inimenu.njukkau peningkatan

dalam penggunaan perkhidma-’

tan jagaan pesakit luar swasta da-
lam kalangan penduduk Malaysia
berbanding empat tahunlalu.
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u:ke pada program seﬁ Irbat msMen:en Pengangkman Bersamn EdnorMedm diKuala Lumprr, semalam. -{s

Kementerian
kaji pelbagai

aspek termasuk

kos ditanggung

. Kuala Lumpur: Tiada peranca-
ngan untuk mewajibkan pema-
sangan ‘dashcamn’ atau kamera
papan pemuka bagi semua ken-
deraan di negara ini.

- Menteri Pengangkutan, Antho-

| ny Loke, berkata walaupun ke-
menterian ada menerima bebe-

rapa cadangan mengenainya, pi,-

haknya perlu mempertimbang:
kan pelbagai aspek, termasuk

- Pe!
kos yang perlu ditanggung rakyat

kan pemasangan’ r
‘tama pada kenderaan daripa
~ “Kalau mereka bolehpaam
(dashcam) bersekali dengan ke-

sekiranya ia diwajibkan.
“Akan tetapi, kita meuggﬂak
dashcam, teru:

reta baharu, itu amat kita ga-
lakkan, tetapi setakat ini kita be-
lum mewajibkan lagi,” katanya

selepas menghadiri programsesi g

libaturus Menteri Pengangkutan
Bersama Editor Media. sema-

Yang tmthaﬂir Timba]an Ke-

Pengarang
\ The New Straits Times Press
‘(Malsysta)nerhadmsrp).nanm :
Kamaxumman.

ium]ahinisatuangkayanghe.

memasang peranti
but agar dapat merakam dan di-
~ jadikan bahan bukti sekiranya
‘terbabit kemalangan jalan raya.

; Pemasangandashoammisam

~ bukti sekiranya berlaku kema-
be-  langan untuk mengetahui siapa
Ja- yang bersalah atau

1 yang patut
" katanya.
Toke berkata,

: .smﬁﬁk kemlansan jalan raya

1 bercadang
r dashcam

* * Arul Rajoo Durar Raj; Editor Ek-
sekutif Perkhidmatan Berita

(oln ihsan FB Kementerian Pengangkutan)

pada tahun lalu mencatatkan
600,000 kemalangan, manakala
jumlah kematian adalah lebih
6,500 orang.

“Kalau kita lihat statistik, pu-

ratanya adalah 15 hingga 17

orang meninggal setiap hari dan

"Setia nrangynng meninggal,
bagi kita (kementerian) ini ada-
1ah satu tragedi yang tidak perlu
berlaku kerana kemalangan ja-
lan raya ini boleh dielakkan jika
setiap pemandu mengambil si-
kap berhati-hati dan mematuhi
peraturan jalan raya,” katanya.

Justeru, Loke berharap orang
ramai dapat menjadi pemandu

‘berhemah, sentiasa peka dan ber-

hati-hati bagi mengurangkan ri-

‘siko kemalangan jalan raya
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Malaysia’s inflation

in 2023 slows to 2.5%

#3 Main groups showrises,
except for communication
subsector

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia's inflation in 2023
recorded a slower increase of 2.5% (2022:
3.3%) with the price index at 130.4 points as
against 127.2 points in the previous year,
according to the Department of Statistics
Malaysia.

Inflation for the main groups showed an
increase except for communication (-3%).
The highest increase was recorded by

restaurants & hotels at 5.6%. This was

followed by food & beverages (4.8!};

miscellaneous’ goods & services .(2.4%);
household equipment & routine
household maintenance (2.3%); health

(22%); education (1.9%); h water,

electricity, gas & other fuels (1.7%);

recreation services & culture (1.5%);

oy E SR :mzemg:.:omségg

transport (1.1%); alcoholic beverages & I}

;ubneco (0:6%); and clothing & footwear
0.3%).

statement  yesterday, Chief
Statistician Malaysia Datuk Seri Dr Mohd
Uzir Mahidin said, “The slower increase of
inflation in 2023 was in tandem with the

decline in most global commodity prices, the

mln'i of supply disruptions, price controls
and the provision of subsidies for selected
goods. Despite a decrease in energy
commodity prices in 2023 (-29.9%

compared to 2022 (60.0%), the price of this
commodity is still higher compared to pre-

pandemic levels!
He added that the increase in fuel costs

and dependence on imported liquefied
natural gas (LNG)' has prompted the

government to adjust electricity tariffs under
the implementation of the Imbalance ot
Pass-Through mechanism for users
Peninsular Malaysia for the period of July 1
2023, to Dec 31, 2023, R

Domestic users with.
units exceeding 1 will be imposed a
surcharge of 10 sen/kWh, he

said.

Other (initiatives pmvidet;lhm by *e
government can be directly seen through the
Payung Rahmah initiative which includes
Menu Rahmah, Jualan Rahmah, Bakul

, Pakej Rahmah and Menu Siswa
Rahmah. These initiatives target the low-
income group and the hardcore poor. Other
than that, the government has spent almost
RM8 billion on Sumbangan Tunai Rahmah,
which has benefited 8.7 million M

The initiatives contributed to easing the
burden of the lower-income group in dealing
with the rising cost of living.

Mohd Uzir said the food & beverages

OISR | AN S 5
~ group which is the largest com

. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 2023 ®

e
household spending in Malaysia with a
contribution of 29.5% of total Consumer
Price Index weight started to ease to 4.8%
compared with 5.8% in the preceding
year.

The slower increase of this group is
largely due to a slower rise in the food at
home component which went up 3.5%
compared with 5.3% recorded in 2022. Food
away from home increased of 6.7%
compared with the previous year (6.6%).

Inflation of restaurants & hotels recorded
an increase of 5.6% in 2023 against 5% in
2022. The subgroup for expenditure in
restaurants & cafés increased by 5.5%
compared with 5.3% in 2022,

- Inaddition, the subgroup of accommodation

recorded a significantincrease of5.5% in
2023 compared with 3.7% in 2022. Inflation of
hotels increased to 5.8% as against 4.1%
recorded in 2022,

However, inflation of transport recorded a
slower increase of 1.1% in 2023 compared
with 2022 (4.7%), mainly due to the
subgroup of operation of personal transport
equipment which moderated’ to 0.8%
compared with 5.8% in 2022,

The average price of unleaded petrol
RONS7 declined to RM3.39 per litre from
RM3.97 per litre in 2022, in tandem with the
drop in the average price of world Brent
crude oil. The average prices of unleaded
petrol RON95 and diesel remained at
RM2.05 per litte and RM2.15 per litre
respectively,
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