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Locals, visitors lap up treats, spirit of harmony at state’s festive open house <

By LEW GUAN XI X practise their own beliefs.
lewguanxi@thestar.com.my “This event signifies the state

: government's commitment to
A CHRISTMAS celebration in (i respect the Christians® culture of
gigfgﬁﬁﬂﬁfdﬁg Il.:l’f P cg%fugvgemmemahsés alwa
divers mﬂgmral bge : unds fo LA dégdicated to ensri fa)ﬁ‘—

2l R 5 Amirudin. ~ been : suring

an evening of food and ness for all to practise their own
performances. beliefs.

State local governmentand = X J A “The Chinese community will
tourism committee chairman -~ @ ’ surth from. . be celebrating Chinese New Year
: ! fi at the end of January and the
he  Hinduswill celebrate
~ ~Thalpusam not long after that.
R “The freedom to celebrate
these festivals will always be
defended,” he reiterated.

. He also emphasised that this
“recipe of success” would be car-
ried on to make Selangor a livea-
ble state for everyone.

“The spirit portrayed through
this event is key towards a har-
monious Selangor that can bene-
fit all,” he said. !

RS ie it = o ; Also present was Sunway
- He added that the open ho in the founder and chairman Tan Sri
tiracted not only those from 3 Jeffrey Cheah.
Selangor but also visitors fror At the event, Amirudin also
~ other states and countries, presented RM565,200 to church-
\ - which was timely especia es in the state under a financial
tion to tolerate and respect thi since Selangor Was prepar o aid scheme for Buddhist,
differences in beliefs among the * ‘for its Visit Selangor Year 2025. ) ion i C Christian, Hindu, Sikh and Taoist
people of Selangor,” he saidin ~ The campaign hopes to draw ir tour 475 Mentri Besar places of worship.  *
his welcome speech during the  around eight million tourists to deals and discoun! Seri Amirudin Shari in his open- Several other welfare bodies
event held at an open-air car- -the state next year, . = trips. D - ingspeech vowed to continue  received contributions ranging
park near Persiaran Lagoon.  “Selangor has always heena “I'hope that programmes like  protecting the people’s rightto ~ _ from RMS5,000 to RM8,000.

Visitors entertained by performances and activities fike body art (right).
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Santa Claus and snowman a charming treat for young visitors.
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By MARIE VON DER TANN

BUILDINGS are their cliffs, a
few twigs suffice as nests, and
human food scraps do nicely as
meals. City pigeons, also called
feral pigeons, among other —
some nasty — things, are notori-
ous for their droppings and
widely seen as pests. To make
matters worse, they breed fast
and aren’t shy.

But perhaps we view them too
harshly. After all, the poor birds
are descendants of fugitives and
outcasts.

“City pigeons are (descended
from) domesticated pigeons that
escaped,” says Jens Hubel, a vet-
erinarian specialising in orna-
mental, zoo and wild birds.

Domesticated pigeons were
bred — whether for their meat,
ability to carry messages, or rac-
ing — from wild rock pigeons,
which inhabit remote cliffs and
rock ledges. Those that were
abandoned by their owners or:
flew the coop - er, dovecote —
returned to the wild, many tak-
ing up residence in urban.areas.

“We don't know the exact com-
position of their gene pool, but
many homing pigeons are among
them,” Hubel says.

Ringed pigeons can often be
seen in flocks of pigeons. They.
actually belong to breeders who
have lost interest in them.

“The birds that don't find their
way home are unattractive for
pigeon racing,” remarks Hubel,
“Some 20,000 to 30,000 homing
pigeons go astray every weekend,
during the April-to-September
racing season.”

Other pigeon breeds have also
entered the gene pool of city

pigeons. The pigeons with short-

er beaks and feathered feet look
more like their ancestors.

In Germany, at least, city
pigeons and wild pigeons are so
different that they can't inter-
breed. Their nesting sites are
very different too. For city
pigeons, empty spaces on build-
ings are substitutes for crevices

I

While pigeons don't pose an éspeciai health risk to the general

7\
\/’

- City pigeoﬁs have a bad
reputation as disease
transmitter but experts

¢

says the opinion is
overestimated.

population, people who have a lot of contact with them and their
excrement should nonetheless take precautions. — BORIS ROESSLER/

dpa

on cliffs. They don’t like to nest
in trees.

Overestimated opinion

Where humans live, food is
close by. City pigeons’ diet con-
sists mainly of discarded or lefto-
ver food fragments. They scav-
enge for whatever they can find
and have the image of being
major disease carriers — “rats
with wings” is one widespread
moniker.

Are they?

“The role of city pigeons in
transmitting disease is overesti-
mated,” Hubel says. “The risk is
no greater than that from other
animals, for example sparrows,
crows, chickens and cats,”

Common avian parasites such
as red mites can, however,
become a problem when nests
are abandoned and the
blood-sucking mites seek another
source of food — humans, for
instance.

Respiratory infections caused
by Chlamydia psittaci bacteria
are also possible, but Hubel says
only a few people are affected

each year in Germany, mostly
parrot owners and pigeon breed-
ers, City pigeons are seldom the
n‘aannuue:s.

or are they usually responsi-
ble for infections with
Salmonella bacteria in humans.

“Only 1.3% of the Salmonella

bacteria detected in city pigeons
are regarded as particularly
human pathogenic,” Hubel says,
And moulds are transmitted nei-
ther by city pigeons nor other
animals — “a myth that unfortu-
nately still exists.” 3

Handle with care

‘While pigeons don't pose an
especial health risk to the general
population, Hubel says people
who have a lot of contact with
them and their excrement — pro-
fessionally or otherwise — should
nonetheless take precautions.

He advises pest controllers,
cleaners, pigeon rescuers and the
like to wear goggles, a mask and
gloves, and change clothing after
contact with the birds.

Although they're not danger-
ous, they can be quite a nuisance.
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Only 1.8%

of the
Salmonella
bacteria
detected

in city pigeons
are regarded
-as particularly
human
pathogenic.
Jens Hubel

| [

A large flock can foul surfaces,
their acidic excrement even able
to corrode metal. So it’s nice to
know how to keep them at bay.

“A damaged roof truss is an
invitation to pigeens,” points out
Hubel. “Repairing it prevents
them from settling there.”

Should city pigeons already be
breeding on your roof or balcony,
you ought to get help. To prevent
their eggs from hatching, they
can be safely removed, boiled
and then returned to the nest or
replaced with plastic eggs for up
to three days after they've been
laid, according to Hubel,

If you don’t know exactly
when the eggs were laid or
whether they’re from city
pigeons and not legally protected
wild ones, you should consult
someone who's knowledgeable,
for example from a local pigeon
protection association.

They could tell you the eggs’
provenance, age and if they can
still be replaced or should be
allowed to hatch.

Many such groups will also
take newly hatched pigeons off
your hands as well as provide

Parakeets, parrots and
EVEN Sparrows are cute,
but pigeons? They're a
plague to many living in
cities. But are they really
the health risk we make
them out to be?

tips on when you can remove the
~ nest, how to make the nesting

site permanently unattractive to

city pigeons, and what to do with -

brooding wild pigeons.

If you come across an injured
or apparently sick pigeon, you
should gently pick it up, report it
to the local agency responsible
for lost and found animals, and,
if possible, bring it to a veterinar-
iq.:il specialising in birds for first
aid.

“A pigeon's suffering often
can't be seen — its plumage con-
ceals even drastic weight loss,”
says Hubel. They shouldn’t have
to suffer though, he adds, and:
calls for humane pigeon manage-
ment. “We need dovecotes where
they can do a lot of their defecat-
ing, are fed and their eggs are
replaced.”

Having a sufficient number of
dovecotes near pigeons’ original
roosting places works well, he
says.

“Closing off alternative nesting
sites and prohibiting their feed-
ing in the surrounding area are
useful auxiliary measures to
encourage pigeons to take to the
dovecotes.”

A growing number of cities are
trying to implement pigeon man-
agement plans; One is Berlin,
where the pigeon population fell
from about 150,000 in 1980 to
19,000 in 2022, according to the
city’s wildlife commissioner,
Derk Ehlert. The number has
slightly risen of late though.

Berlin authorities attribute the
general decline to increased
deterrents that have resulted in
fewer breeding places.

The city now aims to put a
pigeon-friendly management
plan into practice that keeps the
birds off the streets — homeless
shelters, as it were.

“The city government is work-
ing out a municipal pigeon man-
agement concept that includes
supervised dovecotes to be
established by the city’s districts
in collaboration with' animal
welfare associations,” Ehlert
says. —dpa
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Scammer buru penjawat awa

pariMuka1 W\ D

Dakwaan itu berasas apabila se-
bahagian penjawat awam mula
rimas apabila menerima beberas
pa panggilan daripada scammer
sejak dua minggu lalu yang men-
cuba pelbagai helah untuk me-
nipu. )

Gaji pertam
vang akan men

+ mengikut SSPA
ah akaun esok

iaitu pada bulan ini serta Januari’
tahun2026. - - L

Mereka yang terlibat merupa-
kan dalam kumpulan pelaksana
! dan profesional.

Di Johor Bahru, seorang kaki-
tangan awam pasukan keselama-
tan, Muhammad Saifulnizam, 24
berkata, dia telah dihubungi be=
berapa kali oleh scammer sejak
dua minggu lalu yang cuba men-
cari helah untuk menipu.

na scammer boleh mendapat
nombor telefonnya.

+ +*Boleh katakan dua hari sekall
mereka akan hubungi saya meng-
gunakan nombor berlainan yang
tidak dikenali.

“Saya jawab kerana ingatkan
rakan atau kenalan tukar nom-
bor tetapi apabila mereka guna

taktik perlu bayar parcel, kad -
bank disekat sebab gubah wang .=

haram dan surat mahkamah
sebab tak bayar hutang, saya ter-
us letak sebab tahu itu scammer;
katanya.

Seorang lagi penjawat awam
bahagian pendidikan, Haslan
Mohamad, 37, berkata, dia ada
juga menerima panggilan tak kira
masa daripada scamimer. W

“Satiap masa mereka berusa-
ha mencuri duit kita. Taktik yang
digunakan sama ada bayar par-
cel, pinjam duit dan sebagainya.

“Saya pernah tertipu ingatkan
kawan mahu pinjam wang tetapi
scammer. Mujurlah jumlah ban-
tuan itu tidak besar,” katanya.

melibatkan peliif‘g@i [kumpulan

Katanya, dia hairan bagaima-

i

SINDIKET peniptean tidak akan berh

iti memp

telah diserbu pihak berkuasa. - GAMBAR HIASAN

Di Kuala Terengganu, Shari-
fuddin Ayob, 48, berkata, dia
mula menerima mesej tawaran
menyertai skim pelaburan: dan
pinjaman  diragui  menerusi
WhatsApp dan Telegram sejak.
dua minggu lalu:

Katanya, scammer berjanji
mahu memberikan pulangan
Jumayan sehingga 23 kali ganda
dan jika rambang mata, sese-
orang itu akan terkena.

“Sayaberingat selepasseorang
rakan rugl puluhan ribu akibat
ditipu dalam skim pelaburan
palsu beberapa tahun lalu. Pin-
jaman peribadi - pun. i)
scammer cuba tawarkan dengan

faedah amat rendah.
“Sayamemang tak layansebab
tidak mahu tambah hutang lagi.”
katanya.
Siti Jamilah Hanim Jamil, 40,
pula mendakwa beberapa kali
menerima panggilan  individu

T f

DRANG ramal terutamanyal
‘nenjawat a g o

Baru sedar ditipu selepas tidak dapat untung

s€

Suspek menawarkan
skim pelaburan
yang menjanjikan
keuntungan
sehingga 400
peratus.”

AZLIMOHD. NOOR

KUALA TERENGGANU - Se-
orang pengurus’ sebuah kedai
borong berputih mata kerugian
RM81,050  selepas diperdaya
skim pelaburan tidak wujud yang
menjanjikan ketntungan sehing-
ga 400 peratus.

‘Lelaki berusia 46 tahun terse-
but yang baru menyedari dirinya
tertipu telah membuat laporan
di Ibu Pejabat Polis Daerah Kuala
Terengganu di sini pada pukul

10.29 pagi semalam.

Ketua  Polis Daerah. Kuala
Terengganu, Asisten Komisioner
Azli Mohd. Noor berkata, pada
mulanya, mangsa mendakwa
telah dihubungi seorang wa-
nita yang menawarkan skim
pelaburan tersebut pada pukul 3
petang, 27 April lalu. 2

“Suspek menawarkan skim
pelaburan yang menjanjikan ke-
untungan sehingga 400 peratus.

“Mangsa yang berminat ke
mudiannya telah dimasukkan
ke dalam kumpulan WhatsApp
sebelum diajar tatacara pem-
belajaran serta analisa pelaburan
berkenaan,” katanya.

Menurut Azli, pengurus kedai
borong terbabit kemudian ber-
setuju membuat pelaburan ke-
seluruhan sebanyak RM81,050.

Beliau berkata, pelaburan itu
dimasukkan dalam lapan tran-

m

tiviti pengubahan wang haram.

“Sudah tentu saya tidak per-
caya kerana pernah dengar mo-
dus operandi ini di media: Seka-
rang saya naik takut _dan tidak
mahu menjawab panggilan dari-
padanombor tidak dikenalilagi,”
katanya. ;

Di Ipoh, Khairul Ali Rosman,
29, berkata, dia biasanya di-
hubungi individu yang mendak-
wa bekerja dengan bank untuk
membuat  pinjaman peribadi
setiap kali hari gaji.

“Mereka akan aktif apabila
tiba hari gaji. Scammer tak ber-
putus asa walaupun tidak di
layan.

“Saya tahu scammer sebak
mereka akan sambungkan pang

‘gilan kepada individu lain sam:

seperti modus. operandi yani

. dimaklumkan pihak berkuasa,
‘katanya. : 3

Nur Munirah Azmeer, 38, pul:

" berkata, dia fobia setiap kali hat
 gaji tiba kerana telefonnya past

berdering-dering dengan pang
gilan scammer.

~ "Mereka tahu  maklume
peribadi dan biasanya merek

. menyamar sebagai pegawal h:

sil dalam negeri; ki

saksi ke dalam akaun bank
berikan suspekantaralMeih
ga 22 Meilalu.

“Begitupun mangsa bukan
haja tidak mendapatkeuntun
dijanjikan malah turut dist
daripada kumpulan Whats
pelaburan berkenaarn.

*Dia yang tdak lagi di
berkomunikasi dengan pen
dali pelaburan tersebut seda
rinya tertipu,” katanya.
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Malaysia melalui

pelbagai cabaran

dan perubahan ~
penting di bawah kepimpinan
Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim. Dengan
kestabilan politik yang
semakin pulih, pemulihan
ekonomi yang progresif serta.
usaha menangani isu-isu.
sosial secara inklusif, Malaysia
dilihat berada dilandasan '
yang betul menuju masa
hadapan yang ]eblh cerah
pada2025.

Dibawah Kerajaan '
Perpaduan, Anwar berjaya
menyatukanpelbagai parti |
politik yang berbeza ideologi,
mencipta platform kestabilan
politik yang dinanti-nantikan
sejak sekianlama.

2024 menyaksikan
kestabilan politik Malaysia
yang lebih kukuh, yang
mana kepimpinan beliau
menekankan prinsip
keterbukaan, keadilan dan
integriti.

Walaupun mungkin akan
ada insiden yang boleh
mendatangkan isu termasuk
jangkaan penyertaan
pemimpin UMNO seperti
Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul

Tengku Abdul Aziz ke dalam

PKR, keutuhan Kerajaan
Perpaduan tidak dijangka
akan terjejas kerana ini
adalah dalam kerangka dan
strategi penguatan parti-parti-
komponen sahaja.

Sementara 2025 bakal
menyaksikan Pilihan
Raya Negeri/(PRN) Sabah.
Walaupun ada kemelut =~
antara sesama parti politik
yang membentuk Kerajaan
Perpaduan'di sana tetapi
adalah dijangkakan hal ini
tidak akan menjejaskan
keutuhan Kerajaan Perpaduan
di Putrajaya kerana PRN
Sabah hanya melibatkan
Dewan Undangan Negeri
(DUN).

Reformasi dalam
pentadbiran kerajaan,
termasuk usaha memerangi
rasuah, memastikan ketelusan
dan akauntabiliti dalam
sektor awam. Suruhanjaya
Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia
(SPRM) menunjukkan
komitmen lebih tegas melalui
peningkatan siasatan berprofil
tinggi, membuktikan kerajaan

serius dalam memu]uhkan
keyakinan rakyat.

2025 juga bakal melihat
beberapa inisiatif reformasi
institusi diperkenalkan
oleh kerajaan, sekali gus
menghapuskan tanggapan
bahawa ia tidak serius dalam
melaksanakan reformasi.

PERTUMBUHAN

EKONOMI BERDAYA

SAING DAN INKLUSIF

Ekonomi Malaysia
pada 2024 menunjukkan
pemulihan yang:
memberangsangkan
meskipun berhadapan -
cabaran global seperti = '
ketidaktentuan geopolitik dan
kelembapan ekonomi dunia..
Melalui dasar ekonomi yang
inklusif dan berpandangan
jauh, 2025 dijangka menjadi
tahun penting bagi Malaysia
mencapai pertumbuhan lebih
mampan.

Inisiatif Ekonoml Madanl
yang diperkenalkan oleh
Anwar pada 2023 terus
memberikan kesan positif.'
Fokus kepada pembangunan

peningkatan kemahiran .
pekerja serta pelabumn'dalam
teknologi hijau dan dlglla!
menjadikan Malaysialebih
kompetitif di peringkat global.
2025 merupakan tahun
pentingdalam mana
penyasaran subsidi miuyak ;
RON95 bakal dilaksanakan
pada pertengahan tahun
demi manfaat kepada 85

peratus golongan bawahan
laadalah kesmambungan
dari pendekatan penyasaran
semula subsidi diesel pada
pertengahan 2024 yang .
menunjukkan kesan positif

. dalam mengurangkan ;
ketirisan dan penyeludupan

bahanapi.

2024 juga menyaksikan
kemasukan pelaburan
langsung asing (EDI) yang
lebih stabil, terutama dalam
sektor perkilangan, tenaga
boleh diperbaharui dan
ekonomi digital. Dasar mesra
pelabur yang diperkenalkan
kerajaan menyumbang
kepada penciptaan lebih
banyak peluang pekerjaan
baharu dan dijangka
berterusan pada tahun 2025.

KESEJAHTERAAN
RAKYAT DAN
INKLUSIVITI }
Kepimpinan Anwar
turut menekankan aspek
kesejahteraan sosial
dan inklusiviti dalam
membangunkan Malaysia.

2024 menyaksikan pelbagai
‘ mamhfkerajaanyang N

ijangka

chperkukuh menlelang 2025.

Program bantuan
tunai bersasar seperti
Sumbangan Tunai Rahmah
(STR) serta skim bantuan
kepada golongan miskin
bandar dan luar bandar
menunjukkan impak positif.
Usaha berterusan untuk

nmnuulwmmmmmmmpmwmnmmmwm
mmdmmmﬁm

mengurangkan jurang
pendapatan akan diteruskan
pada 2025.

Kerajaan memberikan
tumpuan kepada
pembaharuan sistem
pendidikan untuk
memastikania selaras dengan
keperluan ekonomi digital
dan industri 4.0. Penekanan
terhadap Sains, Teknologi,
Kejuruteraan dan Matematik
(STEM) serta Pendidikan
Latihan Teknikal dan
Vokasional (TVET) dijangka
melahirkan tenaga kerja mahir
dan berdaya saing.

Kepimpinan Anwar turut
menekankanhak semua:
kaum danagama dalam -
suasana harmoni. Usaha
mempromosikan dialog
antara agama dan budaya
telah menyumbang kepada
kestabilan sosial, sekali gus
mengukuhkan perpaduan
rakyat.

Pelaksanaan pelan
kesihatan baharu serta
peningkatan akses kepada
kemudahan kesihatan awam
mennn;ukka.n komitmen
kerajaan dalam meningkatkan
kualiti hidup rakyat. Langkah
menangani isu kesihatan
mental juga diberi perhatian
khusus. 2

PERANAN LEBIH

MENONJOL

Pada tahun hadapan,
Malaysia dijangka memainkan
peranan lebih menonjol di
pefingkat antarabangsa,

5ukuh?kema]uan tahun hadapan

terutamanya melalui
* kepengerusian ASEAN.
Sebagai/Pengerusi ASEAN,
Malaysia mempunyai peluang
untuk memperjuangkan isu
.serantau. Malaysia dijangka
menjadi pemimpin dalam
menangani cabaran serantau
seperti keselamatan maritim
di Laut China Selatan, isu
Myanmar dan pemulihan.
pasca pandemik di Asia
Tenggara.
. Dengan fokus kepada

' integrasi ekonomi serantau,

Malaysia berupaya':
mempercepatkan pelaksanaa)
Kawasan Perdagangan

Bebas ASEAN (AFTA) dan
mendorong inovasi dalam
sektor digital serta teknologi
hijau.

Kepimpinan Anwar yang
menekankan keadilan global
dan keterangkuman akan
memperkukuh kedudukan
Malaysia sebagai suara
sederhana yang disegani
dalamisu global, termasuk
perubahaniklim danhak asas
manusia.

Anwar berpeluang
memanfaatkan kepengerusial
ini untuk menarik lebih
banyak pelaburan asing
ke Malaysia, sekali gus
meningkatkan daya saing
ekonomi negara.

'MENUJU 2025 YANG

h LEBIH MAMPAN DAN

BERDAYA SAING

Berdasarkan pencapaian
dan hala tuju pada 2024,
Malaysia berada dilandasan
yang betul di bawah
kepimpinan Anwar. Dengan
kestabilan politik yang
kukuh, dasar ekonomi yang
inklusifiserta fokus terhadap
kesejahteraansosial, Malaysi
dijangka mampu mencapai
kemajuan yang lebih besar
pada tahun hadapan.

Kepimpinan yang
berpandangan jaulh,
reformasi institusi yang tegas
serta komitmen terhadap
pembangunan rakyat menjad
tonggak utama kejayaan
Malays:a di bawah Kerajaan
Perpaduan.

Cabaran pasti akan terus
wujud, namun dengan
semangat kerjasama dan
kepercayaan rakyat, Malaysic
mampu merealisasikan visi
negara yang lebih maju, adil
dan inklusif untuk semua.

I

DR: Mazlan Che Soh ialah Pensyaral
Kanan di Fakulti Sains Pentadbiran {
Pengajian Polisi, Universiti Teknolog
Mara (UiTM) Cawangan Negeri
Sembilan.
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