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Puchong residents oppose giving new
development access to Jalan Intan 2/1

0eEoe

S B
Taman Puchong Intan is already facing parking issues, claim residents who are worried the situation
will worsen later. — Photos: ART CHEN/The Star

RESIDENTS of Taman Puchong Intan Phase 2 in Puchong, Selangor, are against the plan
to give a new apartment project in their neighbourhood direct access to Jalan Intan 2/1.

Residents claim that Jalan Intan 2/1, which connects to Damansara-Puchong Highway
(LDP), is heavily used by motorists, especially during peak hours,

The three-block apartment project comprises over 1,000 units,

More traffic would contribute to congestion, and compromise the safety and security of
the terrace-house residents, they said.

Resident S, Devavarman said more vehicles would use Jalan Intan 2/1 once residents

moved into the apartments,
T,

“The terrace houses are not gated or guarded.

“Residents are vigilant when we see unfamiliar vehicles
entering our neighbourhood, because there have been
robberies in the past,” he said.

W ST — STARPICKS

-+ ‘égo Nurturing children's health
BT » o with Morinaga Chil-kid's
Devavarman says it may not be improved formula
safe for children to use Jalan
Intan 2/1 if the road is busy

“If the road is going to be used by the apartment
-esidents, we will not be able to identify outsiders,” he stressed.

He also said that many children frequented the field and playground on Jalan Intan 2/1.
“In the evenings. children use Jalan Intan 2/1 to get to the playground.
‘It may not be safe for the children to use the road if it is constantly busy.” he said.

RK Ravindran said a complaint was lodged with Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ) and
the police regarding the road being linked to the apartment project.

"The residents were never consulted on the matter,” he said.
"We objected to the apartment project too, citing reasons such as congestion and THE STAR ONLINE

parking problems but these went unheard.
TARIKH: 18 JUN 2024

“If apartment residents are allowed access to Jalan Intan 2/1, we fear motorists will park
their vehicles along the road,” he added.

Devavarman said the neighbourhood was already facing parking issues due to a change
of access for the existing apartments in their areain 2022,

‘Intan Apartment’s main access used to be on Jalan Intan 4, facing empty land,” he
noted.
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Puchong residents oppose giving new
development access to Jalan Intan 2/1

08000 -

“The access was moved to Jalan Intan 2, which faces housing and commercial areas,

when the management extended its carpark in 2022.

“Since then, many Intan Apartment residents have been parking their vehicles along
Jalan Intan 2, at the commercial area (opposite their apartments) and near the terrace
houses.

“There have been many altercations regarding parking.’

He said residents feared a similar situation could occur if the new apartment project's
direct access was onto Jalan Intan 2/1.

MBSJ had yet to comment at press time.

THE STAR ONLINE
TARIKH: 18 JUN 2024
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Ahli Dewan Negeri (ADN) Seri Serdang Abbas Azmi mengedarkan kalendar 2024 kepad
Ehsan Rahmah (JER) peringkat DUN Seri Serdang, di pekarangan Surau Nurul Ikhlas
Disember2023. Foto SUHAILA SHAHRUL ANNUAR/SELANGORKINI
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Sempena Aidiladha, DUN Seri Serdang anjur kenduri
rakyat 18 Jun

ar G June 16, 2024 11:00 pm

SHAH ALAM, 16 JUN: Dewan Undangan Negeri {DUN) Seri Serdang akan menganjurkan Majlhis Kenduri

fa pengunjung program el
ori Kembangan pada 18

by Suhaila Shahrul Anni

Rakyal sempena Aidiladha pada 18 Jun ini

Wakil rakyatnya Abbas Azmi berkata berlangsung di Dewan Majlis Bandaraya Subang Jaya (MBS.J)
Kampung Sri Aman Puchaong. kira-kira 1,500 tetamu dijangka memeriahkan maijlis kenduri bermula 8 malam

Katanya dimulakan dengan piogram ibadah korban pada sebelah pagi secara gotong-royong bersama
masyarakal Kampung Batu 12 dan Kampung Sri Aman Puchong, kenduri rakyal diteruskan pada sebelah

malam

“Jemput datang beramai-ramai memenahkan majlis yang akan diserikan dengan pelbagai aktivit termasuk

persembahan gasidah

“Program im hagi menghidupkan budaya rewang selain mengeratkan silaturrahim penduduk sekitar” katanya
kepada Selangorkini
Selan itu, katanya sebanyak 10 ekor kambing dan empat lembu diperuntukkan Kerajaan Negen untuk masjid

dan surau sekitar DUN itu

“Tiga ekor lembu kita agih kepada masjid dan surau, 10 ekor kamhing kepada surau kecil dan seekor lembu

korban untuk maijlis kenduri rakyat,” katanya

Sermpena perayaan Audiladha tahun ni, Kerajaan Negeri memperuntuk RM6 juta bagi sumbangan ibadah

korban, membabitkan 1,000 kambing dan 700 lembu

Haiwan berkenaan diagih kepada wakil rakyat, mas)id, surau dan badan bukan kerajaan (NGO)

W.ﬂ_v.vv_am—-—m——.

SELANGORKINI ONLINE

AIDILADHA .
18 LAIDILADHA TARIKH: 18 JUN 2024

8: 00 PM - 1T11T: 00 PM
DEWAN MBSJ KAMPUNG SERI AMAN
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BERITA UTAMA SELANGOR

Kadar baharu cukai selepas 40 tahun, penduduk
boleh hantar bantahan

OLEH SITIROHAIZAH ZAINAL, SUHAILA SHAHRUL ANNUAR & FITRI HAZIM HAZAM

SHAH ALAM, 15 JUN: Lapan pihak berkuasa tempatan (PBT) tidak membuat semakan kadar cukai taksiran

a 20 hingga 40 tahun lalu

Majlis Perbandaran Kajang (MPK]) paling lama tidak menaikkan kadar ity selama 39 tahun sejak 198%

diikuti Majlis Perbandaran Kuala Langat (MPKL) 37 tahun sejak 87 dan Majlis Perbandaran Selayang

(MPS) 32 tahun sejak 1992

Majlis Bandaraya Subang Jaya (MBSJ) pula tidak me

bagi kawas

Jaya dan Ran

hangan dan

serdang selama 28 tahun sejak 199¢

Maijlis Perhandaran Ampang Jaya (MPAJ) dan Majlis Perbandaran Kuala Selangor (MPKS) pula selama 27

tahun sejak 1997, manakala Maijlis Pe

yran Huly Selangor (MPHS) 28 tal

sejak 1996

Shah Alam (MBSA) pula tidak mengenakan sebarang peningka

kai taksiran selama

Berdasarkan peruntukan Akta Kerajaan Tempatan 1076 (Akta 171), nilaian baharu baleh dibuat setiap lima
tahun atau dalam tempoh lanjutan yang diputuskan oleh Kerajaan Negeri
1an semakan jumiah cukai taksirar bantahan ke

ng mengikut tarikh yang ditetapkan

Tarikh akhir menghantar bantahan boleh disemak di partal atau media sosial pihak berkenaan Tarikh

bantahan juna dimuatkan dalam notis kepada pemilik

nva anakan bavaran sebanvak
h akan dikuat kuasa pada tahun
Tarikh akhir bantahan MPS dan MPA. berakhir pada 31 Mei, sementara MBS.J belum menetapkan tarikh
vetikut: MBSA sebelum atau pada 14 Jun, MPKL (24 Jun), MPKS (1

Julai), MPHS (5 Julai), Majlis Bandaraya Diraja Klang (16 Julai) dan Majlis Bandaraya Petaling Jaya (18

Iulai}

Pada 30 Mei, Dato” Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari menjelaskan prases penilaian baharu yang

dijalankan PBT penting demi memastikan keberkesanan

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
ski menerima notis itu, beliau berkata semakan
oh kawasan TARIKH: 18 JUN 2024

Meneqgaskan rumah kos rendah tidak dike

terseh

uan mengetahui nilai dan muty banc

Katanya, pent kebenaran kepada PBT

k membuat kenz ebaliknya
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By AIDA AHMAD
and FARID WAHAB
metro@thestar.com.my

A FIRST-of its-kind internship
programme and new think tank
to advocate progressive polivies
in Petaling Jaya, Selam;ur, are
drawing young people‘into the
world of local governance.
These initiatives are getting
youths to experience first-hand
the challenges that come with
decision-making and policy
implementation that directly
impact their communities.
Leading the charge are two
young councillors from Petaling
Jaya City Council (MBPJ) who are
keen to show youths that getting
involved in local government
matters is anything but boring.

Local authority knowledge

Two-term councillor Nalina
Nair told StarMetro.that the
internship programme provided
insight into how local govern-
ment policies were made and
gave interns a first-hand look

| into what councillors deal with
on a daily basis.

Nalina announced the intern-
ship programme on her social
media pages earlier this month,
calling for youths interested to
learn about local governance to
apply.

There is no age limit but those
below 18 will need parental
consent.

Her post stated that interns
would be part of a process to
learn about research, policy-mak-
ing, public service, and office
administrative assistance.

“Seven potential interns have
sent in their applications and the
first one has interned for a
month,” she said.

While there is no maximum
limit placed on the internship:
duration, the minimum is one
month.

“Some of the applicants have
done impressive research on
certain subjects and they know
what I'do as a councillor,” said
Nalina.

“I feel I can relate to these
young people and be someone
they can look up to,” she added.

Nalina (right) giving Dhanyasri pointers on local government issues. — Photos: MUHAMAD SHAHRRIL ROSLI and AZLINA ABDULLAH/The Star

THE STAR
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Youths step up for

local government

Initiatives give students chance to learn the ropes

by working with two young MBPJ councillors

- According to Nalina, two appli-
cants are law students studying
overseas, who were back on their
summer break.

“Both are young Indian
women; I do think there is a lack
of Indian women in politics
now,” she said.

Although this is the first intern-
ship programme of its kind
among local councils, she said
Kampung Tunku assemblyman’
Lim Yi Wei was instrumental in
driving youth empowerment
within local government.

“Lim saw that [ wanted to help

* Kusaaliny taking her oath as a MBP.J counciliur_in January this year. — Filepic :

with this initiative and improve
policy-making at local cotneil
level in Petaling Jaya,” explained
Nalina at the Kampung Tunku
assemblyman’s service centre.

She said getting young interns
on board would help councillors
tremendously, especially in han-
dling complaints from the com-
munity.

“Councillors are really bogged
down every day handling com-
plaints because the public pre-
fers to call us rather than use the
city council's public complaint
management system (Sispaa).

“They see us as a ‘complaint
centre’ but we don't have time to
handle all of them,” she said.

She added that the interns
would receive a monthly allow-
ance of up to RM800.

“] feel that the public do not
see councillors as important
people’ because we do not have
local council elections,” she said,
noting that councillors were not
considered in a significant light
like an assemblyman or MP.

“But our job affects people’s
daily lives. The interns who join
us will help witltimproving cer-

204
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Leong says the internship offers
him insights into politics, which is
related to his field of study.

Yixin is inspired by her father, who
regularly communicates with
MBPJ on neighbourhood issues.

Ng says the internship gives her
transferable skills, which will be
useful for future jobs.

tain aspects,” said Nalina, who
also chairs the MBP] public
health and safety subcommittee.

“We want the interns to look
intg these issues and also give
ideds on how to improve food
waste management at
food-and-beverage outlets in the
city,” she added.

Thinking outside the box

Before becoming the youngest
female councillor in Selangor in
January this year, Kusaaliny.
Mahendran, 24, acquired some
experience as Bukit Gasing
assemblyman Rajiv
Rishyakaran’s political secretary.

More recently, she launched
the Social Democracy Malaysia
(SocDem) think tank in the city.

SocDem is a platform for fact-
based policy solutions and advo-
cacy on three key issues — climate
action, democracy and govern-
ance, as well as urban planning
and housing.

“This is where youths can col-
lahorate and engage in ideas as
well as join forums and focus
groups organised by SocDem.

“We are not limiting our target
audience to age groups, but
youths have a platform where
they tan come and explore what
they want for the city with our

Matthew says the internship offers
opportunity to see how thearies
he learned are put into practice.

guidance, through policy tools
that already exis%ttj

“For example, if youths want a
heautiful park’like Hyde Park in
London, how do we make that
happen and how do we imple-
ment that in Petaling Jaya in the
next 25 years? Who do we need
to lobby?

“We will teach them these
things as we also have platforms
such as Selangor Young
Assemblyman (Adun Muda).”

Kusaaliny highlighted that
SocDem was the only think tank
where half of the participants
were youths. ¥

“About 80% of our team are 30
years old and under,” she said.

Rajiv, who is SocDem chair-
man, said youths could join and

advocate their ideas based on the.

platform’s three focus areas.

“They can learn how to advo-
cate for these issues to the right
people in government to change
policies in these three areas of
focus, towards meaningful
changes in society,” he said.

He added that the youths could
also focus on other pertinent
issues, like healthcare.

Fresh perspectives

StarMetro spoke to several
youths who took part in the
internship programme to find.
out about their experience
working in local government.

For Brian Matthew, 23, a
finance graduate from a local
university, the programme gave
him an opportunity to see how
the theories he learnt were put
into practice.

"y

“I saw first-hand how taxpay-
ers’ monies are funnelled into
city services and maintaining
public facilities,” he said.

The eldest of two children
from Puchong, Selangor, was
given a handful of duties under
the guidance of Kusaaliny.

Among them, he recalled,
was doing research on how to
improve bus services in Petaling

aya.

Matthew said the project gave
him a chance to liaise with MBP]
personnel and also gave him an
insight into how they worked.

“As someone from the younger
generation, I have certain view-
points on how to solve issues.

“However, the officials have to
juggle many compet riorities,
50 we have to find a middle
ground. -

“I see this as a positive experi-

ence and an opportunity to
learn,” he said.

After finishing her A-Levels
in Singapore, Esther Ng Yu Xuan,
20, wanted to learn more about
public policy.

She was slated to further her
studies in the United Kingdom in
September and had been apply-
ing for an internship position in
the meantime fo gain experience.

“However, my applications
kept getting rejected because I
did not have a related degree,”
said Ng, who will'be doing a
degree in linguistics.

THE STAR
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Nalina is also MBPJ public health and safety sub-committee chairman. — Filepic

She considers herselflucky to
be accepted into the internship
programme under Kusaaliny, as
this experience will give her
transferable skills.

“I had the chance to be
involved in community work,”
she added.

Similarly, Leong Hoy Kit, 20,
who is flying to the UK in
September to study philosophy
and economics, said the intern-
ship offered insights into politics,
which was related to his field of
study.

He was prompted to apply for
the internship after being accept-
ed into the degree programme.

“I found that many of my uni-
versity coursemates have experi-
ence in research and community
work, which I didn’t.

“During the internship, I
learned how to conduct research
and analyse data, while also deal-
ing with the local community.”

The Subang Jaya resident, who
has a younger sibling, said his
knowledge of local politics also
improved as a result.

Unlike her peérs who joined to
enhance their resume, Wai Yixin,
18, said her father had signed
her up for the programme.

* “He said I was too pampered
and wanted me to know about
issues affecting my community.”

The internship had given
Yixin newfound appreciation
for the things she learned in

Deputy
Investment,

% Trade and
Industry
Minister Liew

' Chin Tong (third
from left) and
Rajiv (fourth
from right) at
the launch of
the Social
Democracy
Malaysia think
tank in Petaling
Jaya. With them
are interns .
at the
organisation.

secondary school.

“Tused to think a lot of things
in the history textbook were just
for exams, but I now realise they
are actually important,” she said.

Yixin is inspired by her father,
whom she said regularly commu-
nicated with MBPJ on various
issues in their neighbourhood.

“He likes to submit complaints
to the local councillor, but he also
gives suggestions for improve-
ments.

“He says it is important that we
don’t simply complain, but must
also offer a solution,” she added.

Another intern, Dhanyasri
Nair, 19, who is a second-year
law student in the UK, is current-
ly back in the country on sum-
mer break. 2

She applied after encourage-
ment from her father, who
said she could benefit from the
experience of working in local
government.

Growing up in the Middle East
most of her life, she also saw it as
a chance to improve her com-
mand of the Malay language.

Before attending MBP] meet-
ings, Dhanyasri would do her
research to ensure she was up to
date on issues.

“Within days, I saw how coun-
cillors approached problems,
dealt with people from all back-
grounds and planned community
events,” added the intern who
reports to Nalina.

-



Story and photos by GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestarcommy

A'I'I‘EMP%!S by the management
committee (MC) of Venice Hill

Resort Living in Cheras, Selangor,

to replace faulty lifis are being
hampered by some residerts
who are against the move.
Following a prolest letter sent
by a unit owner, Kajang
Municipal Council (MPKj)

ordered the MC to postpone the
RM6mil lift replacement project
until its investigations are done. e

Proponents for the lifts’

replacement project fear auage— £

dy may happen if the matter.
dragged on, :
Resident Sasikala Malha_

dnurstmdloopenin een
floors. DYk,

Kknown to suddenly plunge

before slowing down at landings. '

“Last November, a lift shot up
and hit the roof. Luckily, no one
was inside,” said Sasikala.

Resident Ganesh Saundasaid &

they had been expeﬂendng Tift
issues for the past 10 years but

thepmhlmworseneduw.tme .

last year.

“Although a maintenanne com-
panglzl;nolg aﬂ&r the lifis, the
prol with spare as
the models are uhsn‘let}:t,'s

“We are experiencing frequent

hreakdowns,: up to four

humsorlunger,daﬂy. hesald,
Following the volume of com-

plaints, resident Bernnrd
said the MC called fuﬂa tender,

toa pmvethet&nder. A

":-ll]nwever, some residents felt
the approval was done on short
notice, and protested to MPKj
and the Housing and Local
Government Ministry on April
25" he said.

Shesmdliﬁcahinswerealsu 3

-!he"

twtwasthanheMCdidn have
funh projec R
true. We collect
mmooomma“’uumameand
sinking fund fees a month. We
have RM3 Sml'.lln our sinking

N I M1 gl“ﬂ. hic
‘luwwith ﬂlede]ivezynftheﬁrst
“The monthly instalments are

RM86,000 for the next six years.
“The lifts come with a two-year

“The MC foum:l a company to
change all 27 lifts in nine towers
at a cost of RMEmil. ;

_ THESTAR
faﬁkh.? ;ﬁ...iliﬂ...?.{}?f...

~ “As for claims re; in’eg-

ularities in the tender process,

ider committee comprised

ents,” said Beh, adding

:hatnolims on the process were
tup in all towers.

The protest letter also stated
that unit owners with outstand-
ing payments, some with less
than RM100, were denied voting

* rights at the EGM..

In response, MC chairman
Ravishanker V. Thambiah said it
was a struggle to get defaulters to
settle their bills.

He said the MC had improved

- living conditions over the years

and installed radio frequency
identification (RFID) access.
M:}?lggili\m coarltl::ﬁ;ins is safety. i
ough not are in criti-
cal condition, th wﬁ{ are of the
same age and will eventually
hreak down, forcing the MC to
fork out extra for maintenance

_ costs.

“Hence the decision to change
all of them,” he added.
To spruce up the 30-year-old

. condominium, the MC approved

RM280,000 for broken fencing
and RM280,000 to paint the
buildings but these projects are
now on hold until MPKj's investi-
gations are completed.

Resident Susan Cheah is hop-
ing the council speeds up investi-
gations because every time a lift
hreaks down, she has to take the
stairs.

A resident, who did not want
to be named, spoke of the plight
faced by his neighbour who is in
his 70s.

- “He has no choice but to climb
khe ‘stairs to his penthouse on the
17th floor,” said the resident. |

‘When contacted, MPK]j asked
residents to be patient while
investigations are being carried
out based on the EGM minutes
and MC’s financial accounts.

w5



Rooftops need care too
for a clean Kuala Lumpu

Implement maintenance schedule and use
automated systems to

I noticed that the view from the Snﬂi”gﬁqg
was distressing. /
The roofs of several shophouses, mid-

size office buildings and hotels were algay

stained or had shrubs growing in
corners, lee N o7

This neglected skyline is in contrast
the aspirations of Kuala Lumpur to pro-
vide a sustainable, healthy and liveabl
urban environment, o

In contrast, during a visit to Singapore
where I attended a friend’s wedding and
stayed in a hotel overlooking Serangoon
Road, I'was impressed by the immaculate
condition of every structure which roofs
were visible to anyone viewing from the
20th floor.

How can Singapore and Malaysia, shar-
inﬁ_the same tropical climate, present such
different visual narratives?

A conversation with a Singapore hotis-
ing board officer revealed their practical
strategies:

> Regular cleaning schedules: Strict
schedules prevent the buildup of dirt,
debris and algae. ;

= High-guality materials: Buildings use
materials resistant to staining and
discolouration,

STARMETRO
MAIL

EMAIL: metro@thestar.com.my
- MAIL: The Editor, Metro Mail,
‘Level 3A; Menara Star, 15,
Jalan 16/11, Section 16,
46350 Petaling Jaya.
| Letters must carry the sender’s full
name, address, telephone number
~ and signature. A pseudonym may be
included. Letters may be edited for
. clarity, brevity and other require-
ments. y

| cleaning up?
. We should learn from our neighbours.
Adopting Singapore’s strategies requires

viction, commitment and passion.

Ve, the citizens, too, must play a role by

g concerns and providing feedback

ensure the authorities are accountable.

- Ifwe wish to avoid negative impres-

* sions from tourists, office workers or resi-

dents, city planners must address the state
of our rooftops urgently.

- Implementing practical strategies simi-
lar to Singapore’s will help us achieve a

truly clean and liveable city. .

pre\Iemt“:;b.u_ild_up of dirt, a'I'gée ; :
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) parap Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) should
An aerial view of some buildings in Kuala Lumpur. urgently address this issue.
i i W Anyone on the 35th floor of the DBKI,
> Professional cleaning services: encourage residents to participate in building at Jalan Raja Laut would

Investment in professional cleaning
ensure efficient maintenance.
= Green initiatives: Rooftop gardens and

maintaining cleanliness,
> Enforcement of regulations: Strict
adherence to maintenance guidelines

undoubtedly notice the neglected roofs of
the shophouses and buildings along the
road, which perfectly illustrate the prob-

green roofs enhance aesthetics and air ensures clean roofs. lem at hand.

quality. : Why does Kuala Lumpur lag despite Let's take action now ta ensure our city
> Innovative technologies: Self-cleaning  similar weather conditions? is clean. dpss

coatings and automated systems minimise Is it due to budget constraints, igno- ;

manual cleaning. : rance or waiting for national'or RAVINDRAN RAMAN KUTTY
> Community involvement: Initiatives international events to happen before Kuala Lumpur
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BEKALAN telur di sebuah pasar raya di Selayang dekat ibu kota kel
runcit bagi telur ayam gred A, B dan C di seluruh negaj
dan C masing-masing ditetapkan 42 sen, 40 sen

RM 1 2-60 130 :
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habisan ketika tinjauan, semalam. Kerajaan memutuskan harga

ra diturunkan 3 sen sebiji. Harga runcit baharu bagi telur ayam gred A, B
dan 38 sen sebiji berkuat kuasa semalam. - Gambar NSTPASYRAF HAMZAH

Harga runcit telur turun tiga sen sebiji

Kuala Lumpur: Harga
runcit telur ayam gred A, B
dan G diturunkan tiga sen
sebiji. selaras usaha me-
ngembalikan hasil penji-
matan penyasaran subsidi
kepada rakyat.

Perdana Menteri  Datuk
Seri Anwar [brahim berkata,
harga runcit bagi telur ayam
gred A, Bdan € masing-ma-
sing turun kepada 42 sen, 40

sen dan 38 sen sebiji berkuat
kuasa semalam.
“Penampungan subsidi
keperluan makanan rakyat
sebanyak 10 sen bagi sebiji
telur  ayam  ini
membabitkan
perbelanja-

Masalah atau isu

2023 peruntukan subsidi
telur ayam adalah seba-
nyak RMoz7 juta,” katanya
dalam kenyataan di sini.
Katanya, harga runcit
bagi telur ayam di
Sabah, Sarawak
dan  Wilayah

}ma Rﬂ‘;{o terkait kos kehidupan p:;s ellj‘;']jt:]'dn
nakila rakyat akan terus juga akan
pada ditangani kerajaan diselaras-

kan mengikut bahagian
dan zon yang diwartakan.

“Ingin  saya tegaskan,
masalah atau isu terkait
kos kehidupan rakyat akan
terus ditangani kerajaan
secara lebih' proaktif dan
berkesan sambil berusaha
sebaiknya dalam memam-
pan dampak yang buruk ke
atas kehidupan harian ra-
kyat," katanya.

rarin 18 AR
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MEREKAyangbeﬂni mmmmtwmwm yang basah tetapi melibatkan
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Oleh GHAZALI ALIAS k h d
e TUIKQNG sampa a IWII"a

turun padang menjadi - pekerja
pembersihan Alam Flora di Bukit
Bintang, Kuala Lumpur, penu-
lis tidak dapat membayangkan
bagaimana mereka yang sudah
bekerja puluhan tahun dapat ber-
tahan dengan pelbagai ragam dan
longgokan sampah diibu kota.

Kagum dan bangga itulah pu-
jian buat mereka yang selayaknya
digelar ‘adiwira’ kerana rela ber-
korban deria bau, kudrat serta
tenaga berdepan dengan aroma
tidak menyenangkan hampir
setiap hari.

Bagaikan  diberi
kuasa ajaib selepas
menyarungkan se-
ragam, salah seorang
pekerja pembersihan
Alam  Flora, Suku-
maran Dheventharan,
44, mengakui pada-
nya menjalani tugas
sebagai pengutip
sampah tidak seburuk
yang disangkakan.

Menurutnya,
meskipun ada yang
berpandangan
negatif terhadap tu-
gas pekerja pember:
sihan, namun ia tidak
mematahkan seman-
gatnya untuk terus
berkhidmat bagi me-
mastikan  kebersihan
Kuala Lumpur terja-:
min.

“Ketika mula-mula
bekerja 22 tahun lalu,
memang ramai yang memandang
rendah dan bertanya kenapa
mahu bekerja sebagai pengutip.
sampah, tetapi sava hanya pekak-
kan telinga dan jalani sahaja tugas
dengan penuh dedikasi.

“Meskipun pada pandangan
orang ia adalah pekerjaan kelas
rendah atau menijijikkan, haki-
katnya kami berkhidmat untuk
memastikan setiap kawasan ber-
sih daripada sampah yang orang
ramai  sendiri hasilkan  setiap

SUKUMARA

kebersihan Ibu

hariy” katanya ketika ditemu bual
Kosmo! baru-baru ini.

Tambahnya, berdepan den-

gan sampah adalah satu cabaran
yang tidak semua sanggup untuk
hadapi, malah seperti kerjaya lain,
hanya ‘insan terpilih sahaja yang
mampu menjalaninya. la dikate-
gorikan di bawah pekerjaan 3D
(Dirty, Dangerous &
Difficult) ataupun Ko-
tor, Bahaya dan Susah.

Tidak hanya itu,
kerjaya ini juga yang
telah menjadi sumber
rezeki buat dirinya un-

luarga hingga berjaya
membiayai pendidikan
kedua anaknya di uni-
versiti.

Tiada usaha yang
sia-sia selagi kita be-
kerja dengan tulus
dan ikhlas, itulah yang
menjadi  pembakar
semangat buat lelaki
asal Kuala Lumpur itu
dalam menempuhi ha-
ri-hari sebagai pekerja
am Alam Flora.

Begitu juga buat
pemandu lori sampah
Alam Flora, Shanmu-

gathan Karuppiah, 51,
yang sebelum ini juga pernah be-
rada di posisi sama seperti Suku-
maran.

Katanya, sepanjang 34 tahun
berkhidmat, stigma negatif bu-
kan satu-satunya cabaran yang
dihadapi sebagai tukang sampah,
tetapi juga ragam masyarakat
yang pelbagai serta sikap mereka
terhadap pengurusan sampah.

“Apabila bekerja untuk
masyarakat, kita tidak dapat lari
daripada berdepan dengan ragam

tuk menanggung ke-

Pmmmmmm
lengkap membantu membuat kerja-kerja

mereka dan hal ini perlu ditangani
dengan penuh rasional serta pro-
fesional.

“Kami tidak meminta banyak,
hanya cukup faham dengan tu-
gas kami dan beri kerjasama jika
melihat lori sampah berada di ka-
wasan anda, beri laluan dan paling
penting, bungkus sampah dengan
baik dan letak di dalam tong serta
lokasi yang ditetapkan;” ujarmya.

Tambahnya lagi; kerjasama
semua pihak dapat membantu
pekerja pembersihan Alam Flora
melaksanakan tugas mereka den-

_ gan lebih baik sekali gus lancar

mengikut jadual ditetapkan.
Bagi Penyelia Logistik Kutipan,
Ahmad Umar Abd. Malik, 33, ke-

Kota

medaclpdmdanlanFloramgm

mmmmm Lumpur baru-baru ini - SHIDIQIN

bajikan dan keselamatan pekerja-
pekerja di bawah seliaannya, ada-
lah keutamaan selain memberikan
semangat buat mereka untuk be-
kerja setiap hari.

Dia mengakui bahawa pekerja
pembersihan juga adalah manusia
biasa yang punyai hati dan pera-
saan, oleh itu setiap luahan serta
permasalahan perlu diberikan pe-
nyelesaikan terbaik.

“Kita sentiasa mengambil tahu
permasalahan yang dihadapi oleh
setiap pekerja dan mencari solusi
terbaik agar mereka boleh bekerja
dengan baik.

*Semua pekerja. ada ragam
masing-masing, tetapl apa vang
boleh dikatakan ketika bertugas

mereka sentiasa lakukan yang ter-
baik bukan hanya untuk diri sendi-
ri tetapi juga kepentingan orang
awam,” kongsinya.

Katanya lagi, dia dan pekerja-
pekerja am di Alam Flora juga amat
terharu dengan’ sambutan Hari
Pekerja Pembersihan  (Garbage
Man Day) yang disambut pada 17
Jun yang merupakan hari di mana
jasa dan bakti mereka dihargai.

Sukumaran, Shanmugathan dan
Ahmad Umar berkonasi rasa ber
terima kasih atas sambutan yang
sangat bermakna buat mereka dan
menjadi pembakar semangat untuk
berkhidmat dengan lebih berdedi-
kasi bagi menjamin kebersihan un-
tuk keselesaan rakyat.



Ikhlas laksana ibadah korban

Oleh ISKANDAR
SHAH MOHAMED
utusannews@mediamulia com my.

SHAH ALAM: Umat Islam diseru
melakukan ibadah dengan ikh-
las dan berkorban pada jalan
Allah sebagaimana ditunjukkan
oleh Nabi Ibrahim.

Timbalan Mufti Selangor,
Datuk Dr. Miszairi Sitiris berka-
ta, Islam mengajar umatnya
untuk mengorbankan sesuatu
yang sangat berharga sebagai

bukti dan saksi kepada akidah

demi kebahagiaan hidup di du-
nia serta akhirat. =
“Orang
lah mereka yang melakukan
pengorbanan masa, wang, jiwa
raga, kepentingan diri, tenaga,
fikiran dan perasaan kerana ke-
jayaan tidak datang bergolek,”
katanya. oS L
Beliau berkata demikian ke-
tika menyampaikan khutbah
Hari Raya Aidiladha bertajuk
Ibadah Haji: dan Eiduladha
Kemuncak Zikrullah di Masjid
Tengku Ampuan Jemaah, Bukit
Jelutong di sini, semalam.
Sultan  Selangor,  Sultan
Sharafuddin Idris Shah ber-
kenan menunaikan solat sunat
hari raya bersama lebih 5,000
jemaah. i :
Miszairi menambah, umat
Islam diseru sentiasa berzikir
:muji kebesaran Allah supaya

yang berjaya ada- o
n hati menjadi tenang dan me-
ngukuhkan keimanan kepada-

tergadaidengan
Lt bendsts
danpangkat.
Tetapkanlah hati
kita kepada Allah” .

MISZARISITIRIS $‘J

e "r

Nya. {
“Umat  yang menunaikan
ibadah haji' merupakan tanda

zikir dan ingatan kepada Allah

selain dapat mengambil pe-
ngajaran  daripada pengorba-
nan Nabi Ihrahim. A

. “Janganlah iman kita terga-
dai dengan harta benda, nama
dan pangkat. Tetapkanlah hati
kita kepada Allah,” katanya.

Turut  berangkat, Tengku
Permaisuri Selangor, Tengkut
Norashikin dan Raja Muda Se-
langor, Tengku Amir Shah.

Sultan Sharafuddin turut

bersalaman dengan jemaah
yang hadir dan menyertai maj-
lis santapan di masjid itu.

solat sunat Hari Raya Aidilladha di Masjid Tengku
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Penjawat awam lapor kes rasuah diberi hadiah

Kuala Lumpur: Penjawat awam
yang melaporkan kes rasuah se-
hingga membawa kepada sabitan
boleh diberi ganjaran wang, kata
Ketua Pesuruhjaya S aya.
Pencegahan Rasuah (SPRM), Tan
Sri Azam Baki, {

Beliau berkata, pemberi mak-
lumat kepada kerajaan akan di-
beri ganjaran sama seperti ta-
waran suapan Kerana mereka

membantu dalam membanteras ,

kegiatan rasuah.
“Ia ringgit untuk ringgit, jika

anda ditawarkan RM100, keraja-
an akan beri anda RM100. Jika

anda ditawarkan RM1 juta, ke-
rajaan akan kembalikan RM1 ju-
ta kepada anda,” katanya ketika
menjadi tetamu program audio
siar Beyond the Headlines ken-
dalian New Straits Times (NST).
Tambahnya, melalui dasar se-
dia ada, seramai 514 penjawat
awam sudah diberi ganjaran ber-
jumlah lebih RM1 juta antara
2012 hingga 2023 Kerana mende-
dah serta melaporkan kes rasuah
yang membawa kepada sabitan.
Di bawah Strategi Pencegahan
Rasuah Kebangsaan 2024-2028
yang baru diumumkan Mei lalu,
Azam menjelaskan, skim sama
boleh diperluaskan kepada ma-
syarakat umum, namun ia masih
dalam pgﬂ.?g!_iat.éadangglg.{ .

SSTANRTH]

“Perkara itu masih dalam ca-
dangan, prosedur khusus dan op-
timum bersama agensi peneraju
masih belum diputuskan. Itu di
bawah Bahagian Hal Ehwal Un-
dang-Undang (BHEUU) Jabatan
Perdana Menteri (JPM).

“Pertama sekali, Akta Perlin-
dungan Pemberi Maklumat 2010
perlu diperbaharuidan kami ber-
setuju, BHEUU kini sefang da-
lam proses meminda undang-un-
dang,” katanya. PR

SUILIGE QUISH ACEIBR in)iomn

Pénjawa;'?;wam‘diiaklénri ‘membantu kerajaan dalam menangani

Katanya, SPRM satu-satunya
agensi penguat kuasa yang meng-
dang itu dan sejak tujuh tahun
lalu, sudah mempromosikannya
kepada orang ramai bahawa me-
reka harus menjadi |, pemberi
makiumatESE

“Ada tiga kategori yang tampil
ke SPRM, iaitu pengadu, pemberi
maklumat dan informan, Penga-
du sebagai contoh, perlu ke mah-
o

NG L

: ; -
Ketirisan dan rasuah. (Eotoh

iasat)
takan kurang daripada lima pe-
ratus mereka yang tampil ingin
membuat aduan bersedia untuk
beri keterangan di mahkamah.
“Bagl pemberi maklumat dan
informan, identiti mereka dilin-
dungi dengan baik. Sekarang,
BHEUU ingin memberi ganjaran
kepada mereka dan saya fikir ia
idea yang baik, holeh mengga-
lakkan lebih ramai tampil mem-
buat aduan, terutama kepada
SPRM," katanya. :

BERITA HARIAN
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Syor pinda Akta SPRM 2009
kembalikan dana diseleweng

Pindaan termasuk .
penambahbaikan 4
DPA bagi ¥
wujud kaedah
‘penyelesaian’ kes
liabiliti korporat

Oleh Hana Naz Harun
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Suruhanjaya
Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia
(SPRM) bercadang meminda be-
berapa peruntukan dalam Akta
SPRM 2009 antara lain bagi mem-
bolehkan kerajaan memperoleh
semula dana yang diseleweng.

Ketua Pesuruhjaya SPRM, Tan
Sri Azam Baki, berkata ia mem-
babitkan penambahbaikan bebe-
rapa perkara, termasuk perjan-
jian penangguhan pendakwaan
(DPA) bagi mewujudkan kaedah
‘penyelesaian’ dalam kes liabiliti
korporat.

“Kita berpandangan Kes sede-

mikian tidak perlu melalui pro-
siding mahkamah yangagak pan-
jang. Kes di United Kingdom di
mana perusahaan mega seperti
Rolls: Royce yang membabitkan
dana berskala besar boleh men-
jadi panduan.

“Pendakwaan ke atas organi-
sasi terbabit ditangguhkan sele-
pas siasatan selesai, ada sistem
pemantauan untuk memastikan
mereka mematuhi setiap prose-
dur ditetapkan,” katanya men-

Kita berpandangan
kes sedemikian tidak
perlu melalui
prosiding mahkamah
yang agak panjang »

Azam Baki

jelaskan prosedur iu bertujuan
mendapatkan semula dana yang
diseleweng.

Menjelaskan demikian Ketika
menjadi tetamu audio siar Be-
yond the Headlines kendalian
New Straits Times (NST), beliau
berkata, kos bagi prosiding kes
yang mungkin berlarutan bebe-
rapa tahun mampu dijimatkan
walaupun mengakui penting me-

lakukan pendakwaan ke atas
penjenayah. 3
“Inisiatif ini antara lain mam-
pu menjimatkan tempoh untuk
mendapatkan semula dana yang
diseleweng menerusi saluran pe-
rundangan sedia ada,” katanya.
Pada 30 September lalu, SPRM
dilaporkan mengkaji untuk mem-
perkenalkan DPA ke atas individu
vang didakwa, bertujuan mem-

~ bolehkan kes terbabit digantung

bagi suatu tempoh ditetapkan
supaya kerajaan berupaya mem-
ﬁgroleh semula dana diseleweng-

n.

Selain DPA, Azam memaklum-
kan, SPRM juga bercadang mem-
perkenalkan undang-undang yang
mampu  menghukum penjawat
awam yang mengakibatkan kera-
jaan berdepan kerugian dalam
pendapatan.

“Hong Kong ada peruntukan
sedemikian dan SPRM meneliti
tahap keberkesanannya. Inilah
antara beberapa inisiatif yang se-
dang dipertimbangkan, tetapi se-
muanya akan mengambil masa.

“Kita perlu melaksanakan ka-
jian dan tinjauan dengan proses
berkenaan mungkin mengambil
masa hingga tiga tahun,” katanya.
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Al permudah SPR urus pilihan raya,
pengundi tunai tanggungjawab

® SPR boleh menggunakan AT untuk melihat ® Capaian kepada aplikasi Al perlu secara inklusif
keseluruhan perjalanan pilihan raya secara mikro ; tanpa terhad kepada penggunaan peranti pintar
dan makro, selain memberi cadangan untuk Na tertentu sahaja, sebaliknya boleh diguna
menyelesaikan masalah yang timbul pakai sebarang telefon pintar

bhrencana@bh.com.my

Teknologi Al
juga memudahkan SPR
menganalisis data dan
membuat keputusan
serta maklum balas dilakukan

dengan pantas teknologi itu
mampu membantu semua
pihak terbabit kerana
memahami keperluan
dengan lebih baik
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ALAYSIA kini

berhadapan

dengan lanskap

ekonomi

yang semakin
mencabar dipengaruhi oleh
faktor dalaman mahupun
luaran.

Senario defisit fiskal,
peningkatan pergantungan
kepada hutang negara dan
potensi hasil negara semakin
terhad merupakan antara
faktor dalaman yang telah
bermula semenjak 20 tahun
lalu tetapi masih belum
berkesudahan.

Pandemik Covid-19,
persaingan sengit ekonomi
serta peperangan antara
beberapa negara berkuasa
besar telah memaksa Malaysia
berhadapan dengan cabaran
berganda. .

Justeru, antara tunjang
utama kepada inisiatif yang
direncanakan oleh kerajaan
adalah Penstrukturan Semula
Ekonomi bagi mencapai
pertumbuhan dan kestabilan
ekonomi mampan serta

Sahut cabaran struktur
semula ekonomi negara %/

PENSTRUKTURAN semula tidak hanya
semata-mata tetapi s

berdaya saing.
Nara:-mn mﬁm.mt Menteri Contohnya, pemberian komprehensif seperti melonjakkan belanjawan Bersepadu merealisasi
Ekonomi, Rafizi Ramli dalam subsidi diesel memberikan ditawarkan oleh Pangkalan kerajaan melalui pemberian perubahan
Program Bual Bicara Menteri bebanan yang semakin tinggi Data Utama (PADU) dan subsidi beras dan minyak * Proses perubahan juga
+Institut Tadbiran Awam kepada kerajaan. Bagi tempoh tempoh lebih panjang untuk masak, kos pemprosesan menuntut gandingan utuh
Negara (INTAN) (IMC) 2024, 2018 hingga 2022, kerajaan menangani perkara ini. sampah serta pengimportan semua pihak di pelbagai
pada 3 Meilalu, Penstrukturan menanggung subsidi diesel Menteri Ekonomi turut bahan makanan yang _peringkat agar jentera
Semula Ekonomi ini tidak melebihi RM35 bilion, dengan menyeru agar para menteri seterusnya mampu penstrukturan semula
berlaku hanya melalui purata tahunan sebanyak RM7 dan penjawat awam bersiap menggugat kedudukan ekonomi dapat bergerak
beberapa arahan dan kerangka | bilion. siaga dalam memberi ekonomi dan keterjaminan secara kolektif dan berkesan.
ekonomi yang disampaikan Subsid3 ini mencecah penjelasan serta sanggup makanan di Malaysia. Sentimen perbezaan
kepada rakyat. RM14.3 bilion pada tahun memperbaiki kelemahan dari kaum dan fahaman politik
Sebaliknya, ia memerlukan lalu walaupun trend semasa ke semasa. Reka bentuk program kalis akan mengancam semangat
empat pemboleh daya penggunaan dalam kalangan masa dan berimpak tinggi federalisme yang boleh
strategik merentasi bidang pengguna individu secara Anjakan minda dan budaya Penggubalan dasar menyebabkan kegagalan
ekonomi dan ini merupakan umumnya tidak berubah. merentasi skop ekonomi kerajaan memerlukan integrasi nasional bagi
cabaran utama negara yang Adakah terdapat pihak yang Inisiatif Penstrukturan reka bentuk program membentuk satu negara
menuntut penyelesaian mengambil kesempatan ke Semula Ekonomi negara yang mampil mengikut bangsa.
segera. atas kelemahan dalam aturan juga memerlukan anjakan peredaran zaman dan Dalam hal ini, menteri
~ IMCG adalah sebuah semasa? Situasiini memaksa mindayang berupaya mementuhi keperluan di menekankan gandingan
Program Bicara Intan kerajaan melaksanakan mengubah sikap dan budaya. setiap peringkat. Contohnya, seiring ke arah perubahan
membabitkan pemimpin penyasaran semula subsidi Namun, anjakan di peringkat reka bentuk Program ' dapat mengelakkan ‘akibat
tinggi kerajaan dan juga diesel. : ] nasional terutamanya Pendidikan dan Latihan yang tidak diingini* serta
perkhidmatan awam yang palam hal ini, inisiatif sukar bagi amalan yang Teknikal dan Vokasional memastikan perancangan,
membincangkan perkara penstrukturan semula telah dilaksanakan selama (TVET) perlu disesuaikan penyustinan dan pelaksanaan
berimpak tinggi berkaitan ekonomi memerlukan berdekad. dengan perubahan dan sesuatu program dapat berada
isu dan dasar semasa negara, perubahan yang melibatkan Selain itu, penstrukturan pembangunan teknologi di landasan yang betul. -
serta berskala besar dengan dua keputusan penting. semula ini tidak hanya yang menyokong industri Inisiatif penstrukturan -
tema tertentu. Pertama, mengenal melibatkan amalan dari pembuatan dan kejuruteraan semula ekonomi memerhikan -
Empat cabaran tersebut pasti pihak yang perlu perspektif ekonomi semata- ‘pelbagai bidang. kerjasama secara satu bangsa.
adalah: menyumbang atau pihak yang, mata tetapi perlu ditangani Namun, reka bentuk Perancangan, penyusunarn
melepaskan sesuatu yang daripada perspektif holistik program bersifat kalis masa dan pelaksanaan dasar dengan
Kesanggupan melepaskan biasanya diterima dan kedua, dan terangkum meliputi memerlukan pemikiran di keterlibatan secara bersepadu
sesuatu untuk landskap mekanisme terperinci untuk bidang antropologi dan luar kebiasaan dan penelitian dalam merealisasi sesuatu
ekonomi lebih sihat menguruskannya secara s0siologi: ke atas data terperinci yang direncanakan melebihi
Cabaran kepada sistematik. Contohnya, budaya sekurang-kurangnya 20 tahun jangkauan diperlukan untuk
pemboleh daya pertama Kedua-dua keputusan : makanan mewah dan pelbagai lalu sebelum dinaiktaraf memastikan limpahan impak
yang dinyatakan adalah kritikal tersebut perlu dibuat lagi aktiviti dengan skala menggunakan inovasi positif terhadap kedudukan
kesanggupan melepaskan secara berhati-hati agar besar akan melumpuhkan dan teknologi terkini bagi ekonomi negara yang
sesuatu seiring dengan pelaksanaan perubahan usaha kerajaan dalam membolehkan ia mendepani akhirnya menjadi wadah
keperluan semasa walaupun tidak memburukkan keadaan mengoptimumkan sumber cabaran yang lebih'besar. kepada kesejahteraan rakyat
terpaksa mengambil langkah ekonomi semasa negara. yang semakin berkurangan. Fokus turut perlu secara keseluruhan.
tidak popular dan berhadapan Sebarang perubahan kepada Walaupun budaya diberikan kepada program e
dengan pelbagai stigma dasar semasa juga mengambil tersebut berupaya menarik yang mendatangkan impak * DR.N. Farahin Ali@Ibrahim ialah
negatif. Sesuatu perlu masa kerana tidak mudah ramai pengunjung atau kegagalan yang sangat Pertnding Latihan Kanan di Pusat
dikorbankan dan aturan difahami dan diterima. memeriahkan sesebuah merugikan dalam skala besar Pengajian Ekonomi dan Kewangan
semasa perlu ditukar kerana Justeru, kerajaan majlis namun ia membuka dan bukannya kejayaan kecil Awam (PEKA) Institut Tadbiran
sudah tidak bersesuaian. memerlukan data ruang pembaziran yang boleh dengan impak berskala rendah. Awam Negara (INTAN)
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Depression
on the rise
in Malaysia

HE National Health and.
Morbidity Survey
2023 indicates
that the num-
ber of people
with depression has dou-
bled inthe last fouryears.

Around one million
peoplein the countryaged
16 and above (4.6 per cent)
have depression, compared
with half a million adults [2.3
per cent]in 2019,

This raises the question of why
mentalillness is on the rise and wheth-
er enough is being done to support
those struggling with such conditions.

Mental health issues like depres-

MALAYSI
ps &

psychiatry i

et World Health Orgz
mmendatio!
WHO recommen
country has only 0. )
have enough psycholog

sion have been around since time
immemarial, says counselling
psychologist Prem Kumar
A Shanmugam, who's also
Solace Asia founder and
chief executive officer.
The difference now
is that we have become
more aware of such
issues and have better
tools to diagnose them,
However, these issues may
also be overdiagnosed or even misdi-
agnosed, he says.
Forexample, there is a huge differ-
ence between depression and feeling
sad.

“Depression is a clinical diagnosis .

hether in urban or rural ar

es DrPrem Kumar
n (WHO] Shanmugant

which doe

2, but the
ealsodon't

with symptoms like inahility to sleep,
massive weight loss and constant cry-
ing for no reason. Sadness, on the other
hand, is just an emation.”

Due to easy access to information
on the Internet; people can overdiag-
nose or misdiagnose themselves too.

Prem says there is a tendency for
people to check their symptoms on
Google or even self-medicate.

“This free flowof information hasn't
always been helpfulin this sense. How-
ever, the stressors of today are more
intense than those of previous decades,
and people may be less-equipped to
manage these stressors.”

Prem says during the pandemic,
people began to realise how difficult
1t was to manage simple things. For
example, living together in a home
locked in for- 24 hours, for two to three

Depression cases have doubled in Malaysia over the last fOUr Years. PICTURE CREDIT: FREEPIK. ;
\

weeks, or even a month during the
Movement Eontrol Order period.

The tress of communicating with
eachotherand managing relationships
became apparent.

“We were too busy chasing things
outside like working and paying bills,
and suddenly, we needed to learn how
tomanage each other. Soyes, the pan-
demic has definitely left an impact on
mental health.”

Now, as we adapt to Cavid-19, peo-
ple have started getting back to normat
life.

But there is also a need to quickly
jump back into action, which definitely
increases the number of stressors.

This has led to a rise in mental
health cases, especially for those pre-
disposed to the condition.

Mental health issues affect people

who are vulnerable, just like ather dis-
eases, explains Prem.

Some people are more susceptible
due to genetic influence.

The mostaffected are usuallyyoung
adults. Dataindicates that these peo-
ple are highly competitive in trying to
start or restart their lives.

The pandemic has robbed us of
productive time, disrupted lives and
created the need to catchup, causing
stress.

Additionally, economic and socio-
political developments in the country.
have made things even more stressful.

Prem says this is compounded by
the fact that today’s youth have been
relatively "pampered” compared
with previous generations, making it
harder for them to navigate life’s chal-
lenges.
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HE recent surge of substan-

tial foreign direct invest-

ment (FDI) indicates several

positive trends and potential
developments for;Malaysia, accord-
ing to market experts.

Zerin Properties chief executive
officer.and founder Previndran Sin-
ghe said high-profile investments,
such as Apple’s new store and those
from Microsoft and Google, can ele-
vate Malaysia's statusasan attractive
destination for FDI.

These developments are expected
to enhance Malaysia’'s international
standing, showcasing a dynamic
and resilient economy with a bright
future fuelled by technological
advancements, diversified growth
and improved global connectivity,
he told ‘Business Times”.

“With all the investments com-
ing in, Malaysia is gaining enhanced
global visibility and building inves-
tor confidence: The influx of blue-
chip companies signals a stable and
promising business environment,
potentially attracting other savvy
investors,” he said.

Malaysia has seen a notable wave
of investments from major foreign
companies and tech giants this year.

Prominent entities such as Goog-
le, Apple, Microsoft, ByteDance and
BlackBerry are among those inves-
tors.

These investments highlight
Malaysia’s appeal as a key hub'for
global business and technology ven-
tures.

Googleplansto investUS$2billion
in a data centre and cloud region in
Malaysia.

Itsaid its investment is estimated
to support more than US$3.2 billion
in positive economicimpactandcre-
ate 26,500 jobs by 2030.

Apple, meanwhile, will openits
inauguralstore at The Exchange TRX
onJune 22.

BlackBerry also opened its Asia
Pacific Cybersecurity Centre of Excel-
lence in Cyberjaya.

Microsoft chairman and chief
executive officer Satya Nadella
unveiled a significant investment of
US$2.2 billionito advance
new cloud and artificial
intelligence (Al) infrastruc-
ture in Malaysia duringthe
Microsoft Build Al Day held
inKuala Lumpur.

Concurrently, Microsoft
is in the process of con-
structingasubstantial data
centre in Cyberjaya.

ByteDance, the parent
company of TikTok, based in China,
plans to invest US$2.13 billion to
establish an AT hubin Malaysia.

In addition, ByteDance intends to
expand its data centre in Johor with
anadditional investment of
RMLS5 billion. #

Previndran said invest-
ments in sectors like tech-
nology, AI, cybersecurity,
distribution and sustain-
able energy will reduce
Malaysia's reliance on
traditional sectors such as
manufacturing and oil.

expertise in high-tech
industries.

He said investments
by Google, Microsoft and
others will modernise
Malaysia’s infrastructure,
increasing its global com-
petitiveness.

Tan Wee Tiam, a
research head, said these
investments, whether
realised or in the planning
stage, are beneficial for Malaysia.

He said the surge in investments:
can be attributed to several factors.

“First, Malaysia has traditionally
been stronginthe electrical and elec-

Tan Wee Tiam

1 Previndran
These new investments Singhe
are expected to create more
jobs for Malaysians.
Skills enhancement initiatives by
companies like Bytedance; which
focus on Al hubs, can eleyate local

DrYeah Kim Leng

Malaysia’s energy security, lower natural disaster risk, attractive investmefif.pal a
political stability are among factors that will continue to attract investors, say expe

tronics sector but it has stagnated at’

the low.to mid-end of the production
and supply chain.

“TheUS-Chinatradewarhasledto
friend-shoring and de-globalisation,
prompting many companies to adopt
the ‘China + 1’ strategy.

“Malaysia'sstrong infra-
structure, reliable power
and water supply, skilled
workforce, widespread use
of English and robustlegal
system make it an attrac-
tive destination for global
corporations,” he said.

On the influx of data
centres, especially in
Johor, Tansaid this trend maybe due
toSingapore’s stringent guidelineson
these centres.

Johor's proximity to Singapore,
lower power and water tariffs and
abundant land have expe-
dited these decisions, he
said.

“We can expect more
investments to flow into
Malaysia, particularly
Johor, due to the foresight
of both the Malaysian and
Singaporean governments
in collaborating on initia-
tives such as.Johor-Singa-
pore Special Economic
Zone, Special Financial Zone and
RTS link.”

Sunway University economics
professor Dr Yeah Kim Leng said
the surge in investments
is due to a combination of
geopolitical, economicand
strategic factors.

He noted that multi-
national corporations are
“trans-shoring” - transfer-
ring their offshore produc-
tion facilitiesto othercoun-
tries in Asiato shield them
from potential US-China
trade conflict escalation.

“Chinesecompaniesare investing
overseas todiversify from US markets
and capitalise on the expanding mar-
ketsin Asia.

“Malaysia is being strategically

positioned with good infrastructure,

a multilingual and greater English-
proficient workforce than neighbour-
ing countries.

“This also includes a well-estab-
lished semiconductor and informa-
tion and communication technolo-
gies supply network. Malaysia has
forged ahead in attracting high-tech
FDL" he said.

Yeah added that Malaysia'senergy
security, lower natural disaster risk,
attractive investment policies, politi-
calstability and forward-looking eco-
nomic policies are also factors that
will continue to attract investors.

Anotherindustry expertsaid tech
giants and foreign companies will
continue tochoose to the country due
to its strategic location, which offers
easy access to the broader Southeast
Asian market.

“This region is home to a rapidly
growing middle class and presents
significant opportunities for consum-
er-driven growth.

“Malaysia has a well-developed
infrastructure, a highly skilled work-
force and relatively high English pro-
ficiency, making it an attractive des-
tination for technology and service-
oriented industries.

“Additionally, the government has
been proactive in creating a favour-
able business environment through
incentives including tax breaks,
grants for high-tech industries and
investmentsindigital infrastructure.

“The establishment of digital free
trade zones and innovation hubs has
alsoenhanced Malaysia'sappeal,” he
noted.

The expert highlighted that
Malaysia has astable legal framework
and strong protections for foreign
investors, which provides a level of
security and predictability that can
outweigh some of the risks.

He said the surge in investments,
especiallythisyear, can also beattrib-
uted to global supply chain shifts,
where companies are looking to
diversify their manufacturing bases
in response to geopolitical tensions
and disruptions.
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GRAFT REPORTING SCHEME PAYS OFF

Ringgit-for-ringgit
incentive for civil
servants who report
cases that lead to
conviction effective,
says MACC chief

HANA NAZ HARUN
KUALA LUMPUR
hana.harun@nst.com.my

HE whistleblower incen-
tive scheme, where civil
servants are rewarded
ringgit-for-ringgit for re-
porting corrupt practices, is
showing some success.

Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) Chief Com-
missioner Tan Sri Azam Baki said
514 civil servants had been re-
warded with over RM1 million in
total between 2012 and last year
for revealing and reporting cor-
ruption cases that led to convic-
tion. 5

To address corruption on a
wider scale, the government,
he said, was looking at expand-
ing the scheme to the general
public. .

Azam said civil servant who be-
came whistleblowers were re-
warded the same amount they
were offered as gratification for
taking part or aiding in corrupt
activities.

“If you've been offered RM100,
the government will give you
RM100.

“If you've been offered RM1
million, the government will give
you RM1 million back,” he said in

the: New Straits Times' Beyond -

the Headlines talk show.

Under the new National Anti-
Corruption Strategy 2024-2028
announced last month, he said,

Malaysian Anti-Gorruption Commission Ghief Commissioner Tan
Times" Beyond the Headlines talk show. With him are NST

Harun. PiC BY ASWADI ALIAS

there was a proposal to expand
the scheme to the general public.

However, the matter was still
just a proposal and the specific
and optimal procedures with
lead agencies were still being
ironed out.

“Thatis under the Legal Affairs
Division (BHEUU) of the Prime
Minister’s Office.

“Firstly, the Whistleblower Pro-

Beyond The

rHeadlines

NOAY VIBES + MEWSE + FOCHA &

3 —

tection Act 2010 needs to be re-
formed and we agree to this.

“The BHEUU is in process of
amending the law," he said.

Azam added that the MACC
was the only law enforcement
agency making full use of the leg-
islation, and said he had been
encouraging the public to be-
come whistleblowers for the past
Seven years.

SUBINESE

WONLD - LrADEIm -

He explained that there were
three types of people who came
forward to the MACC — com-
plainants, informants and
whistleblowers.

“Complainants would have to
g0 to court.

“Icansaythatless than five per
cent of people who come forward
wanting to lodge a complaint
would say they were ready to tes-

Sri Azam Baki (left) speaking during his appearance on the ‘New Straits
Associate Editor for Digital and Print Najmuddin Najib and journalist Hana Naz

tify in court.

“For informants and whistle-
blowers, their identities are well
protected.

“Now, the BHEUU wants to re-
ward these people and I think
thatitisagood idea.

“This could encourage more
people to come forward and
lodge complaints, especially to
the MACC," said Azam.
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RM13m IN SMUGGLED
600DS SEIZED

Diesel the top
controlled item
smuggled out of
country, says PM

HANA NAZ HARUN
KUALA LUMPUR
News@nst.com.my

EARLY RM13 millionin .

controlled goods were
seized from smugglers
up to last Friday, says
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim. ;

He said Op Tiris had been ex-
panded to curb the smuggling
and misuse of controlled items.

Theitems, hesaid, mainly com-
prised refined white sugar
(coarse and fine), 1kg polybag
cooking oil, RON9S petrol, diesel
and liquefied petroleum gas.

He said RM12,956,089.96 worth
of controlled items had been
seized, with diesel being the top
item smuggled out of the coun-

try.

Op Tiris 3.0, he added, was car-
ried out as a result of positive
outcomes and developments
from previous operations, which
began on March 1 last year.

In previous operations, the gov-
emment seized 6,441,118 litres of
diesel worth RM14,208,824,

“The Madani government re-
mains committed to addressing
diesel smuggling while striving to
balance supply issues and alle-
viate the rising cost of living for
the people. v

“Subsidies are not being abol-
ished.

“Instead, the focus is on ensur-
ing efficient management, pre-
venting leakage, and directing
subsidies to rightful groups.

“The government still has to
bear around RM7 billion for
diesel subsidies in Peninsular
Malaysia.”

He added that the goal of the
targeted diesel subsidy was to
prevent wastage and ensure that
savings were returned to the
wider population.

“Savings from this targeted sub-
sidy will be reinvested in educa-
tion, healtheare, public trans-
portation and sectors that have
the greatest impact on the public.”

Anwar also announced that the
retail price of grades A, B and' G
eggs would be reduced by three
sen per egg effective yesterday.

recently. PiC BY NUR AISYAH MAZALAN
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He said the retail price for
grades A, B and C eggs would be
42 sen, 40 sen and 38 sen, re-
spectively.

He said the provision of sub-
sidies of 10 sen per chicken egg
involved an expenditure of
RMI100 million, and last year, the
government spent RM927 on sub-
sidies for chicken eggs.

“The retail price of eggs in
Sabah, Sarawak and Labuan will
also be adjusted according to the
gazetted zones and divisions.

“I want to emphasise that the
issues relating to the high cost of
living will continue to be ad-
dressed by the government,
while striving to mitigate the ad-

NsT
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Johor police with a lorry seized for smuggling diesel in Tampoi

The retail price of
grades A, Band C
eggs has been
reduced by three
Sell per ege
effective
Yesterday. Last
vear, the
government spent
RMO927 million on
subsidies for
chicken eggs. pic
BY ASYRAF HAMZAH

e

verse impacts on the lives of the
people,” he said.

Anwar, who is finance minister,
added that the government had
maintained the price of bottled

‘palm cooking oil at RM6.90 (1kg),

RM13.30 (2kg), RM19.60 (3kg) and
RM30.90 (Skg).

This, he said, was despite the
global crude palm oil (CPO)
prices rising above the threshold
price of RM3,890 per tonne.

For éxample, he said, the price
for a bottle of 5kg cooking oil
could increase to between RM33
and RM35S with the CPO prices in
March and April, which were at
RM4.215 per tonne and RM4,256
pertonne, respectively.
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# Initiative part of
programme with RM630m
allocation to reconstruct,
repair and refurbish govt
schools nationwide

The situation has motivated e students to.
collectively adopt a responsible at
towards maintaining the cleanliness of their
school toilets, Bernama reported.

The three schools are among 8,354 schools
nationwide that had miitr toilets mmﬁ?.
under a programme that kicked off in mid-
last year, for which an allocation of RM630.77
million was made by the federal government.

The initiative came about after Prim
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim raised
the issue of school toilets last June, ny{ug
he was aware they were mostly dirty an
damaged, so much so students refrained from
using the toilets.

/ icpl
 already identified nine strategic focal points to

smooth and speedy implementation of

the school toilet renovation ts by
enjoy im|

positive outcome have renewed hopes of the
Sabah education: authorities of seeing the

dilapidated schools in the state reconstructed,

repaired and refurbished soon.
/ to State Education Department

According 3
director Datuk Raisin Saidin, ‘the toilet

renovation initiative could serve as a
benchmark in the context of dilapidated
schools in Sabah, which are currently being
reconstructed or renovated to improve the state
of their buildings and facilities.

He said accelerating its implementation and
completing the reconstruction and renovation

as enable the dep:
zero-dilapidated school target by 2029,

‘It is essential for schools to have good
infrastructure in' order to provide a quality
environment for their students. Not only that,

schoolsare also the foundation for the balanced

development of human capital in terms of
physical, emotional, spiritual, moral and

intellectual aspects;” he said in an interview.
Sabah has over 1,200 schools across the

state, some of which are in good condition,

some in need of maintenance and others

categorised as dilapidated.
:: “determined to shape a new educational
; d

strengthen the state education system, one of

- completed soon, while another 60 are in the

infrastructure sooner as well
a.rtme'_nt:a‘tn-'n;uli;e its

Raisin  said the department is also

der its “Sepakat Sabah Hebat”
unched in January, adding it has

realiseitsplan.
in}_ that schools must have
and conducive infrastructure to

ary focuses of the department will be
ructure development and procurement.
e the funds allocated for
ruction and maintenance projects
nvolving dilapidated schools are spent

efficiently ) R e
Education Minister Fadhlina Sidek told the
media in April that 218 out of 338 projects to
ict ated schools in Sabah have

{ mjécté- are currently
ction and expected to be

lanning stage. 2
Raisin said dilapidated school numbers in
Sabah have reduced since 2020, when 414

- schools were found to be on Scale 6 and 7

following comprehensive efforts to identify
school buildings that were in bad shape.
(Scale 6 buildings are structures certified

- unsafe by the district education office and

the department, while Scale 7 buildings are
certified u!;pafe by the Public Works
Department.] i
“This further demonstrates the federal
government commitment, through the
Education Ministry, to address the issue (of
dilapidated schools) in Sabah,” he said.
Currently, 514,070 Sabah students are
enjoying better facilities after their previously
dilapidated schools were upgraded.
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Exploring use of ChatGPT .

#> While following set
guidelines, localinstitutions
studying how Al can
enhance student learning

W BY SIVANISVARRY MORHAN
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: While the verdict is still
out on whether university students should

be allowed to use ChatGPT to help generate

their assignments and theses, a version of it
built for academics has been released.

Called ChatGPT Edu, it was launched on
May 30 by American Al research
organisation OpenAl, which said it provides
cost-effective,  high-security  features
tailored for educational institutions.

The Al-driven tool is currently used at
universities such as Oxford, Wharton,
Texas, Arizona State and Columbia, and is
said to “responsibly apply Al across
students, faculty, researchers and campus
operations”

In March 2023, former higher education
minister Datuk Seri Mohamed Khaled
Nordin said Malaysia will not restrict the use
of ChatGPT, but its implementation must
adhere to established guidelines.

He said the guidelines, specifically
tailored for the use of ChatGPT, have been
formulated and disseminated among higher
learning institutions across Malaysia.

The Malaysian Qualifications Agency,
which is responsible for ensuring higher
education quality, also issued guidelines
stressing the careful use of generative Al in
universities.

“The guidelines emphasise the need to
uphold academic honesty and manage risks
such as plagiarism and protection of data
privacy,” it said.

National  Association of  Private
Educational Institutions secretary-general
Dr Teh Choon Jin said Malaysian
universities are increasingly signalling their
readiness to integrate Al into educational
practices.

He said the guidelines that have so far
been issued provide clear instructions for
students and staff on how to use generative
Al'tools responsibly.

“They promote academic integrity and
foster a community-wide understanding of
the implications of Al technology. However,
many still suspect ChatGPT of impacting
academic in ty.

“However, by following the guidelines,
local universities are exploring how Al can
enhance student learning while academics
have started to set additional guidelines

as well”

He said many universities have also
started oﬂ'eting special Al courses in which
students study machine learning, data
analysis, Al ethics and how computers
understand human language.

It/&

students

Teh said advanclng Al'ls essential in its transformative journey as it has the potential to
revolutionise various industries and sectors. - ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN

“It is crucial that Al tools such as
ChatGPT Edu support educators rather than.
supplant them. By embracing such
technologies, lecturers can enhance their
teaching methodologies and administrative
efﬂ cien cy," hé said.

g the technical and ethical

While Al technologies benefit students in
various m!ys, Teh welcomed ChatGPT Edu
and emphasised the need to further support

academics  who shuulder multiple

mpons[bﬂlties.
"Academics have to develop syllabuses,
lesson plans, course materials, and organise
class schedules and meeting times.
Lecturers also focus on achieving their key
performance indicators, and participate in
departmental and university committees.
“All these tasks can ct them from

their primary focus, which is teaching,

grading and carrying out research.”

Hence, Teh said alivandng Al is essential
in its transformative journey as it has the
potential to revolutionise various industries
and sectors.

On this, he drew parallels with Google's
evolution and stressed how the initial
scepticism about its reliability gave wy to
widespread adoption for information
retrieval.

“Similarly, the presence of Al does not
imply replacing human roles but rather
strategically augmenting them.

consideraﬁnns of Al integration, Teh
underscored the need for mbust
cture to support it.

“This includes high-speed imemel. and

secure data management systems that are
compliant with local regulations such as the
Malaysian Personal Data Protection Act.
“Comprehensive training programmes
for faculty and staff are also pivotal to

ensuring  responsible Al use and

ta]nlngacudem!clnmgrlty, ‘he said.

Byanmmhnimladﬂncemehmwiﬂl
ethical standards, Teh said national
universities are poised to harness Al's
benefits while upholding educational
excellence.

He added that these initiatives reflect a
broader trend in Malaysian higher
education to balance the benefits of Al with
careful oversight and ethical considerations.

“By preparing our institutions with the
right infrastructure, training and ethical
frameworks, we can ensure Al enhances
learning outcomes and supports educators
effectively”
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