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Klang Valley lemang sellers told to abide by
regulations

LEMANG sellers in the Klang Valley, especially those operating along roadsides, must
maintain cleanliness and ensure minimal disturbance to the public, say the local
authorities.

Local councils have set strict regulations for those selling the Malay delicacy of
glutinous rice and coconut milk in bamboo, which is cooked over open fire, to allay
concerns over safety and hygiene.

In Kuala Lumpur, 36 temporary licences were issued, most of which were for roadside
traders.

The licences are valid until May 9.

In a statement to StarMetro, Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) said the traders were
allowed to operate from 10am to 10pm.

"All licensees and their assistants are also required to have received typhoid injections.

"They must also prepare containers with lids to store and dispose of rubbish,” said
DBKL. adding that the placing of tables and chairs were prohibited too.

In Selangor, the local authorities require traders to submit photos of their proposed
operation site in their temporary licence application.

This is to ensure the locations are suitable and will not pose disturbance to the public.

In many places, the traders are also responsible for rubbish disposal and cleanup at the
site,

Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ), which had issued nine licences, collected collateral
fees from the traders.

The maney, the city council said, would be forfeited if the traders failed to upkeep
cleanliness at their operation site.

“The operation dates are from April 1 to May 8, with the operation hours from 6.30am
to 12.30am," it added.

Selayang Municipal Council (MPS), which issued 10 temporary licences, reminded
traders to pack up their tents every day after operation.

“The traders are allowed to operate throughout the Hari Raya Aidilfitri festivity, from
8am to midnight, daily.” it said.

Kajang Municipal Council (MPKj]), too, collected a RM300 collateral fee for cleanliness
and had issued 27 licences.

Traders in the municipality were only allowed to set up removablestalls, tents, tables
and chairs.

“No one is allowed to operate at parking bays and five foot-ways.

“The building of permanent structures is also prohibited” MPK] said, adding that action
would be taken for failure to comply.

Ampang Jaya Municipal Council (MPAJ), issued 35 licences for traders to operate at 22
approved locations.

Unlike under other councils, traders here are allowed to decide on their operation
hours.

As for the duration of their licence, this was decided based on the dates applied for by
the traders.

“There is a cleaning fee involved and the council will take responsibility for cleaning”

added MPAJ. THE STAR ONLINE
Klang Royal City Council issued 18 licences valid for 14 days, subject to renewals. TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024
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Fostering safety education, community well-

being

ity Ssfely Progremme in Stbang oy

Mg [if:.reéij with themartisl arts team at the Com

ON a clear Sunday afternoon, there was an air of anticipation at the USJ11/4 field in
Subang Jaya, Setangor with the launch of 3 Community Safety Programme.

The USFL1/4 Residents’ Association (RA) event offered a blend of cuitural festivities
with community engagement and security awareness.

The idea was to offer residents a platform for fostering stronger neighbourly ties while
nromoting safety practices vitat for communal well-being,

Residents also received a personal safety alarm keychain as a door gift,

The programme acddressed varicus aspects of safety concerns particularly inthe area of
cybarsecurity and cybererime, which are becoming rampant,

inspector Khairil Anwar Hamidun, Investigation Gfficer from the Subang faya district
headguarters' Commercial Crime Investigation Division (CCID), delivered a tatk on
cybarsecurity measures for individuals,

He shared an interactive session with residents on how to improve their WhatsApp
privacy and security settings.

The Community Safety Programme alsoincluded a self-defence demonstration and
workshop by Immortal Martial Aris head coach and chief executive officer BR Kogila
Vaany Balakrishanan.

She was aided by har team of senior instructors in demonstrating self-defence
tachniques designed to help Individuals protect themselves in threatening situations as
well as basic escape measures,

There was also role play by junior lcaratekas on builying, as well as a demonstration of
stances, blacks and strikes by senior karatekas,

Present at the event were Subang faya assemblyman Michelle Nz and MBSJ counditior
Ken Chia.

The residents expressed happiness at mesting representatives from the police and local
authorities, as their presence demonstrated commitment to serving and protecting the
cammunity.

The USJ11/4 RA also thanked the Registrar of Societies for sponsoring the programme
through its Geran Pertububan Prihatin Komuniti (GPPK) that aims to foster the value of

volunteering in empowering community safety. THE STAR ONLINE

TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024
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MBP] tawar rebat cukai

SHAH ALAM - Majlis Bandaraya Petaling
Jaya (MBPJ) menawarkan skim rebat cu-
kai taksiran sehingga 100 peratus kepada
pemilik kediaman yang mengamal gaya
hidup mesra alam dan mampan.
Menurut poster pihak berkuasa tem-
patan tersebut pada 17 April, borang per-
mohonan boleh dimuat turun melalui
laman sesawang MBPJ sehingga 24 Jun
atau hubungi urus setia 03-7954 1440.

“Kriteria yang dinilai adalah pemi-
lik rumah mengamal kitar semula sisa
sampah, tenaga solar, penggunaan
kereta elektrik, penyimpanan air hujan
dan sistem biodiversiti,’ kata kenyataan.

Borang permohonan boleh dihantar
menerusi serahan tangan atau email ke
rebatcukai@mbpj.gov.my atau meneru-
si pos ke alamat MBPJ;" kata kenyataan di
Facebook.

www.selangorkini.my

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024
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Tambah baik kendali haiwan liar, cegah denggi

SHAH ALAM - Majlis Bandaraya Shah pan dan pelupusan anjing terbiar boleh  MBSA adalah dengan menghantar hai- dan lupus yang dilakukan mana-mana
Alam (MBSA) menjunjung tinggi titah  diubah, khususnya menggantikan per- wan tersebut ke pusat kebajikan hai- pihak berkuasa tempatan.
Duli Yang Maha Mulia Tengku Permaisuri  kataan ‘pelupusan’ dengan perkataan wan, bukannya kaedah ‘Put To Sleep’ Sementara itu, MBSA menyeru pen-
Selangor Tengku Permaisuri Hajah Nora-  yang lebih sesuai. kerana hanya pegawai veterinar duduk setempat supaya bersama-sama
shikin yang mahukan penambahbaikan “Kita akan rujuk Kerajaan sahaja dibenarkan melakukan berusaha untuk mencegah penularan
dalam pendekatan mengurus anjing Negeri untuk bawa kepada prosedur tersebut,” katanya wabak denggi pada musim perayaan.
berkeliaran di bandar raya itu. Kementerian Perumahan baru-baru ini. Pihak berkuasa tempatan itu turut
Datuk Bandar Ir Cheremi Tarman ber-  dan Kerajaan Tempatan bagi Pada 1 April, Tengku Per-  berkongsi tiga langkah mudah bagi me-
kata pihaknya akan memperbanyak lagi  diperbaiki pekeliling sedia maisuri Hajah Norashikin  lindungi diri dan keluarga daripada gigi-
sesi pertemuan dan berbincang bersa- ada, antaranya menggan- menzahirkan rasa dukaci- tan nyamuk aedes.
ma penduduk bagi menjelaskan kaedah tikan perkataan ‘pelupusan’ G ta dan kecewa berhubung Tiga langkah yang dikongsi dalam
MBSA menguruskan anjing liar di ka- yang maksudnya boleh mem- perkembangan terbaru me- kenyataan pada 13 April itu adalah pas-

wasan pentadbirannya. beri gambaran negatif, khususnya ngenai operasi penangkapan an-  tikan tiada bekas menakung air tidak
Beliau berkata MBSA juga akan meru-  kepada pertubuhan bukan kerajaan dan  jing berkeliaran di Selangor. ditutup rapat, elak beradadi luar rumah

juk kepada Kerajaan Negeri sama ada pencinta haiwan. Dalam titah berkenaan, Baginda tidak  sekiranya berada di kawasan wabak dan

pekeliling mengenai tatacara penangka- “Kaedah ‘pelupusan’yang diamalkan bersetuju dengan pendekatan tangkap  sembur aerosol sejurus pulang.

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024
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RM10,000 hadiah
fotografi MBSA

SHAH ALAM - Orang ramai berpeluang
memenangi hadiah wang tunai keseluru-
han RM10,000 dalam Pertandingan Foto-
grafi Shah Alam 2024 anjuran Majlis Ban-
daraya Shah Alam (MBSA).

Pertandingan bertema mercu tanda,
alam semula jadi, gaya hidup dan panora-
ma malam di sekitar bandar raya berkenaan
berlangsung antara 25 Mac hingga 31 Ogos.

“Jom ramai-ramai sertai pertandingan
ini untuk merebut hadiah wang tunai, kata
kenyataan pihak berkuasa tempatan itu di
Facebook pada 14 April.

Hadiah yang ditawarkan bagi kategori
awam adalah RM2,000 untuk johan dii-
kuti naib johan (RM1,500), tempat ketiga
(RM1,000) dan sagu hati (RM200 untuk lima
pemenang).

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024
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Petrol percuma
dekati masyarakat

SHAH ALAM - Seramai 300 penunggang
motosikal terima minyak petrol percuma
anjuran Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam (MBSA)
di Stesen Minyak Petronas Seksyen 7, di sini.

Datuk Bandarnya Ir Cheremi Tarman
berkata rata-rata penerima terdiri daripa-
da penghantar makanan, penjawat awam,
pekerja industri dan pelajar.

“Inisiatif ini komitmen MBSA untuk
membantu masyarakat dalam kawasan
Shah Alam selain merapatkan hubungan
dengan masyarakat.

“Kita berharap dengan melaksanakan
program kebajikan terhadap komuniti ia
sekali gus dapat meningkatkan kesedaran
tanggungjawab sosial dalam kalangan
warga Shah Alam,” katanya baru-baru ini.

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024
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Pusat urus kereta usang

SHAH ALAM - Pemilik kenderaan usang
dan terbiar dipelawa menghantar aset
mereka ke pusat sehenti kereta terbiar
yang disediakan Majlis Perbandaran Am-
pang Jaya (MPAJ).

Menurut pihak berkuasa tempatan
tersebut, inisiatif berkenaan bertujuan
memudahkan orang awam menguruskan
kenderaan yang tidak digunakan lagi.

“la turut membantu orang awam
melupuskan kenderaan mereka yang
terbiar dan tidak digunakan secara su-
karela berdasarkan garis panduan dan
perundangan.

“Perkhidmatan yang disediakan juga
percuma tetapi pemilik perlu mematuhi
beberapa syarat yang ditetapkan MPAJ;

menurut kenyataan di Facebook ba-
ru-baru ini.

Syarat tersebut antara pemohon an-
taranya pemilik sah, kenderaan bebas
hutang, tidak disenarai hitam dan bebas
rekod jenayah.

Warga Ampang Jaya yang berminat
boleh memohon melalui pautan in-
tranet.mpaj.gov.my/spmkm, hubungi
03-4285 7024 atau e-mel ke penguat-
kuasa@mpaj.gov.my

Pemohon juga boleh ke Menara MPA)
atau Depoh MPAJ Taman Putra Sulai-
man atau Depoh MPAJ Taman Melawati.
Hubungi Jabatan Penguatkuasa MPAJ
melalui talian 03-42857024 untuk per-
tanyaan.

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024
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20, 000 manfaat
khldmat van transit

Oleh SUHAILA SHAHRUL ANNUAR

SHAH ALAM - Seramai 19,918 penum-
pang menggunakan perkhidmatan
van transit atas permintaan (DRT) Mo-
biliti Selangor membabitkan lapan zon
setakat 31 Mac, kata EXCO Mobiliti Ng
Sze Han.

Beliau memberitahu kira-kira 40
peratus pengguna memilih pergi dan
balik dari lebih 30 stesen kereta api
termasuk Sistem Transit Aliran Ringan
(LRT) dan Transit Aliran Massa (MRT).

“Ini menggambarkan usaha
mewujudkan perkhidmatan
DRT untuk menggalakkan
penggunaan pengangku-
tan awam berada di lan-
dasan betul.

“la juga menepati hasrat
Kerajaan Selangor bagi men-
jadikan pengangkutan awam mod
pengangkutan utama bawah agenda
Mobiliti Selangor, katanya baru-baru ini.

Sejak diperkenal pada 30 November
tahun lalu, DRT beroperasi di Puchong,
Subang Jaya, Ampang, Petaling Jaya

~

utara serta selatan, Hulu Kelang,
Sungai Buloh dan Universiti Pu-
tra Malaysia.

Sze Han menjelaskan Kera-
jaan Negeri juga mahu mem-
perluas sistem DRT di zon pe-
ngangkutan awam utama seka-

li gus membantu mengurangkan
kadar kesesakan trafik di Lembah Klang.

"Pengguna boleh mendaftar dan
menggunakan perkhidmatan tersebut
dengan melayari laman sesawang dua
syarikat operator yang dilantik iaitu
Mobi dan Trekrides,” katanya.

SELANGORKINI ONLINE
TARIKH: 22 APRIL 2024

www.selangorkini.my









‘Be good pet owners’

DBKL.: Stick to guudelmes on licences, breeds
and keeping animals in strata properties 2’6

By BAVANIM
bavanim(@thestar.com.my

DOG owners in Kuala Lumpur
take note - as of April 1, the
licence fee for their pets has
increased to RM60 per animal.

The fivefold increase in the fee.

is the first in over 20 years by
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL).
Previously, the annual fee for a
dog licence stood at RM10.

Dog owners who have neu-
tered or spayed their pets will
have one benefit - this fee goes
down to RM40 and RM20 for
small dogs.

DBKL public health unit direc-
tor Dr Shariza Natasha Hasiri °
said Etge fee adjustment was ™
aimed at promoting responsible
dog ownel:stdp ailngng city folk.

“We hope the public will take
advantage of the reduced fee by
having their pets neutered,” she
told StarMetro.

In the event of your pet run-
ning away and ending up in the
city pound, she said DBKL or the
dog owner would be able to trace
their beloved pets via the licence
registration numbers.

DBKL allocated about
RM700,000 every two years to
manage various aspects of the
dog population, including dog
food; stray capture and crema-
tion fees, she added.

Dr Shariza also said the stray
- population increased rapidly
with more people abandoning
their dogs.

Those feeding stray animals
also indirectly contributed to the
increase in their population, she
added.

“Dog ownership in Kuala:
Lumpur is regulated by the UUK

2011 (Undang Undang Kecil), Dog *

Licensing, and Kennel
Establishment By-laws (Federal
Territory of Kuala Lumpur 1991),
which outlines dog ownership
guidelines inlanded and strati-
fied properties.

“There are guidelines for vari-
ous categories of dogs, including
restricted dogs, small'dogs and
special breeds.

“For instance, certain breeds
fall under the ‘restricted’ catego-
1y, necessitating additional condi-

e e

tions and documentation to

obtain a licence,” said Dr Shariza.
Restricted, prohibited breeds

‘Restricted breeds are classified
as controlled, including the

. Rottweiler, Doberman, German
Shepherd, Belgian Shepherd, East
‘European Shepherd, Bullmastiff,

Bull Terrier and Canary Dog.

DBKL assistant environmental
health officer Om Prakash
Karunakaran said owners of
restricted breeds applying for
licence must first demonstrate
that their pet had completed an
obedience training course con-
ducted by an organisation certi-
fied and approved by City Hall.

“These breeds, while undoubt-
edly adorable, often require obe-
dience training and participation
in Canine Good Citizen (CGC) pro-
gramme to pmmote responsible
dog ownership.

“In‘this programme, both the:
dog and its owner/handler must
undergo a brief behavioural
assessment,” said Om Prakash.

“This training is crucial due to
the strong-willed and occasional-
Iy dominant nature of these .

‘breeds.

“If eft untrained in socialising
with other dogs and humans,
they may display behaviours

such as aggression, territorialism .

and dominance, posing risks to
both animals and humans alike,"
he said.

Om Prakash added that obedi-
ence training helped such breeds
develop appropriate behaviour,

. respond to commands and

peco_me well-behaved compan-
10NS.

DBKLs by-laws explicitly pro-
hibit the ownership of pets classi-

" fied as prohibited breeds due to

their perceived aggression,
potential danger to the public or

Dr Shariza says dog ownership in Kuala Lumpur is regulated by
guidelines, including for breeds that are allowed to be kept in landed
and stratified properties.

Om Prakash says restricted
breeds often require training and
participation in Canine Good
Citizen prugrarnm_e.'

_past history uf attacks.

These include the Pit Bull
Terrier (also known as the
American Bulldog), Neapolitan
Mastiff, Japanese Tosa, AKita,
Dogo Argentino and Fila
Brasileiro.

“These dogs are known for
their unpredictable hehaviour
and emotional nature. No licence
will be issued for their owner-
ship.

“Those whu choose o own

such breeds must accept the con-
sequences of their decision in the
event of any incident,” smd Om

Prakash. o

Stratified properties

Dog ownership in strata prop-
erties such as condominiums,
flats or apartments is governed
by the Strata Management Act.

There is no prohibition on the
kee(gmg of dogs, but it is subject

e animals not being a nui-
sance or health risk, and owners
complying with respective local
authority laws or by-laws.

Under DBKLs by-laws, only
small breeds are permitted and
each unit is‘allowed to have only
one dog.

“To obtain a licence, applicants
must include a consent letter:
from the management corpora-
tion (MC) or joint management
body (JMB),” said Dr Shariza.

She noted that small breeds
eligible for ownership included
the Chihuahua, Poodle, Maltese,
Pekingese and Papillon.

* While some MCs or JMBs per-
mitted pets in their buildings,
others have banned them alto-
gether or have regulated pet
ownership through house rules.

Some might even impose
fines on owners who violated
regulations, she added.

“In the event of a dispute
between dog owner and man-
agement, the management’s
decisions take precedence

. because our licence guidelines

are fied to the management giv-
ing permission,” Dr Shariza
said.

Om Prakash said the restric-
tions were put in place through
the respective development’s
house rules.

“So if the house rules suggest

DBKL warns dog owners that any dogs caught without their owners will
be confiscated. — Photos: CHAN TAK KONG, YAP CHEE HONG and

AZLINA ABDULLAH/The Star

New DBKL dog licence has the
information of the pet and its
owner.

no dogs or pets, thén we go with
the management.

“If there is no consent letter
from management, then we will
not issue a licence,” he added.

Dr Shariza said although there
were no hy-laws regulating cat
ownership, it did not mean zero
complaints by residents regard-
ing nuisances caused by felines.

“We receive numerous com-
plaints, particularly from resi-
dents in government housing
schemes such as People’s
Housing Project (PPR).

“While there is no licensing
requirement for cats, we do take
action under the Local
Government Act for nuisance
complaints,” she added.

Responsible ownership

Dr Shariza advises dog owners
to apply for a licence to facilitate
retrieval of their pets in case they
stray and end up in the city

und ;

“Regardless of whether a dog is
litensed or not, if found roaming
freely outside their home or unit
without their owner, DBKL dog
catchers are authorised to conﬁs
cate them.,

“Owners bear the responsibili-
ty of managing their dogs to pre-

AR

DBKL faces a big challenge
regarding people who feed stray
dogs.

vent them from attacking or
r_hasmg people, defecating or uri-

nating indiscriminately, or dl;-
turbing tied-up rubhish.”

One of the challenges DBKL
faced was the mess left behind
by those feeding strays in hous-
ing areas, added Dr Shariza.

“Dogs tend to congregate in
areas with food, attracting flies
and rodents, which are health
hazards.

“We receive numerous com-
plaints about feeders dumping
food and contributing to the
increase in stray dog popula-
tions,” she said.

“Strays often gather in specific
areas and may hunt in packs,
posing a potential threat to chil-
dren and people.”

DBKL has outsourced its
dog-catching service and starting
this month, dog catchers will
round up strays in areas where
reports have been lodged.

From January to February this
year, 255 reports were lodged,
resulting in 131 dogs being
caught.

The dog catchers will receive
RM42.50 for each adult dog
caught and captured dogs would
be taken to the pound near Jalan
Loke Yew.

Owners have seven days to



Category

All dogs

Restricied dogs
Wb

Small dogs

(excepl restricted dogs and small breeds) :

Source: DBKL

Dog licence requirements based on

breed classification
¥’ Smalldogs
> Licence required

Citizen Certif‘cate

Certificate

> Exemption from Dog Obedience Course i
> Exemption from Caniqe Good 7

-Prohibited Dogs
> No licence issued

S|

Source: DBKL)
fhe Stararaphics
reclaim them, added Dr Shariza. “Feeding straysis a kindthmg
After this period, DBKL will to do, but when it is not con-
conduct an adoption campaign, trolled, it becomes a nuisance.
charging a small fee, she said, “We hope residents can work

adding that euthanasia was a last
resort and carried out humanely.

“We are oftén compared to
Istanbul, Turkiye, where the city
has an excellent stray manage-
ment system.

“However, Istanbul benefits
from a supportive local council
and an equally responsible com-
munity that works together: to
manage strays effectively.”

Dr Shariza said Kuala Lumpur:
needed a responsible community
that was willing to work well
with the local authority.

with non-governmental organisa-
tions to trap and neuter the
strays.

“It is always better to work
together.”

DBKLs new dog licence appli-
cation is now open online-

For manual applications, you
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sance, dangerous, poseda |
health risk or was in breach of
local council rules as per the

. Strata Management Act, only
then could management take
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Loke, however, said he support-

ed the decision to let manage-

*ment t:ompanies be the deci-
) ‘sin ‘make :

can walk in to Unit Kawalan Pest, ,

Jabatan Kesihatan Alam Sekitar
at Lot 24, ]al:m Loke Yew, Kuala
Lumpur.

For more mformauun, call
03-5221 0419 or email unitka-
walanpest@gmail.com

‘hility to cat owners too.

“We need to address the 'i:ssue
of irrwponsihle cat ownership
that is equally crucial for fos-

' tering a safe and harmonious -

living environment for all resi-

dents.”
Loke added that his: higgest
CONCErN Was communities that

Condum]niurn managemenl may Issue dlrecuve for the removal of

animals basad on complaints.









Suspicious-looki

TAMAN Maluri is a suburb in Kuala

Lumpur built in the 1970s. W ;
Although very near the Tun Razak‘

Exchange (TRX), it is adfacent to .

Pandan Jaya township in Selangor.
Here, the Selangor hord

tjhe city centre o,

0 al )
“Anugerah seni alam sejagat,
kenangan abadi sepanjang
hayat” (The gift of art in the -
universe, becoming eternal memnries







What is AGI?

Too legit to quit AGI?




By CHRISTOPHER FAM
lifestyletech@thestar.com.my

NOT a day goes by without
another headline proclaim-
ing the revolutionary poten-
tial of new technological
advancements.

These bold claims often
come with the promise of
enhancing our daily lives
through innovation.
However, the reality differs
from the claims made.

As we celebrate Earth
Day, it's important to
acknowledge the environ-
mental costs that accompa-
ny the development and
deployment of technologies.

From the manufacturing
processes to the energy con- -
sumption of data centres, the:
tech industry’s innovations have
a significant ecological footprint.

Inresponse, many tech compa-
nies are actively seeking ways to
reduce their environmental
impact, endeavouring to marry
progress with sustainability.

They invest in renewable ener-
gy, improve energy efficiency,
and research less harmful mate-
rials and processes in an attempt
to align their business models
with eco-friendly practices.

Current challenges

According to Asia Pacific 7
University of Technology and &
Innovation (APU) associate
professor Dr Thang Ka Fei, the
growth of various technologies
has been a double-edged sword.

“Itis overly simplistic to
assume that the environmental
benefits of new technologies out-
weigh their environmental
impact.

“Technologies such as Al (arti-
ficial intelligence), IoT (Internet
of Things), and EVs (electric vehi-
cles) are fundamentally products
or services that require energy
consumption and the extraction
of raw materials, which can
impact the natural habitats of
animals and humans throughout
their life cycles,” he says.

In 2022, it was estimated that
the tech industry as a whole used
about 1,183TWh (terawatt-hours)
of electricity, which is approxi-
mately 4.7% of global demand,
based on a report from the
World Bank.

This figure dwarfs Malaysia’s

o

electricity usage, which reported-

ly stood at 181.09TWh the same
year, according to data from the
green energy think tank Ember.

A separate report from the
International Energy Agency
(IEA) forecasts that electricity
consumption from data centres,
AL and the cryptocurrency sector
could double by 2026,

The World Bank report adds:
that the ICT industry has a car-
bon footprint of 567 million
tCO2e (tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent), which surpasses
Malaysia’s output of 291.07 mil-
lion tCO2e, as reported in the
2023 Global Carbon Budget.

Thang, who is also the senior
head of the school of technology
at APU, highlights that there are
two sides to many of the
up-and-coming technologies in
the sector.

“Al enables precise prediction
of energy demands and resource
utilisation, leading to reduced
waste and lower greenhouse gas
emissions across sections like
manufacturing, agriculture, and
power generation.

“However, these technologies

(ﬁ‘ﬂ;\_‘;i

also pose
challenges
and nega-
tive impacts
that must be
addressed for
sustainable devel-
opment. D
“The data centres,
particularly for Al compu-
tation such as training of
deep-learning-based mod

sed models,
retg.m:elnnghnmsufoperaﬂmi

and high energy consumption due

to the need to power the servers
and cool them down to ensure.

‘uninterrupted operatio: i
“Furthermore,

datacentres ~—
‘being constructed to meet the
increasing demand,” he says.
Thang adds that the shift
towards clond computing has
also driven up demand for data
centres, which, by their very,
n?mre, conméme large amounts
of energy and typically rely on
fossil fuels, leading to
greenhouse gas emissions.
~Additionally, the disposal of:
ewaste becomes an issue when
components from cloud compuit-
ing are decommissioned and
replaced to cope with increasing
workloads. :
On the topic of electric vehicles
gaining traction in the automo-
tive industry, Thang acknowledg-
es their potential for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and
cutting reliance on fossil fuels.
However, he emphasises the
importance of proceeding with
caution in their adoption.
“Despite these advantages, crit-
icisms of EVS often centre around
the production of their batteries,
acritical component. EV batter-

Tech 4
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This visualis humany crested, Al

ies contain raw materials such as
lithium, nickel, cobalt, manga-
nese, and graphite. ,

- “Improper extraction of these
materials can destroy natural
habitats, cause water pollution,
and be subject to potential

fe human rights abuses such as

child labour or poor labour prac-
tices,” he says.

Even going fully into renewa-
ble energy is ot without draw-

. backs:

“Solar and wind power is
known as clean energy, which
directly means that power is pro-
duced without burning fossil
fuels, hence zero greenhouse gas

‘emissions.

"Hawm&er, large-scale solar
power and wind farms mS:me

siﬂﬁﬁcant amounts of lani X
which may lead to deforestation

and loss of habitat for living
beings,” he says, adding that
there is also evidence of bird and

- simplistic
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Itis overly

to assume

that the
environmental
benefits of new
technologies
outweigh their
environmental
impact.

Thang Ka Fei

AR 224,

bat deaths from collisions with
wind turbines due to changes i
air pressure caused by the spin
ning turbines,

The carbon code

Considering these downsides
one might question the value o
technological change. Thang,
however, emphasises that to m
igate such impacts, a thorough
evaluation of technologies is
essential prior to their imple-
mentation,

“To achieve a truly sustainah
lifecycle for these technologies
and related products and servii
es, key stakeholders such as go'
ernment bodies, NGOs (non-
governmental organisations),
and the public must collaboratt
and pool their resource:
and efforts.

“In short, while the
integration of Al ar
IoT in environ
¥ mentalsustai
= ability efforts
offers fremen
- dous opportu
nities, it
demands a
holistic
~ approach that
considers the
broader societa
¥ impact, econom
= viahility, work-
la» force readiness
and ethical con
™ siderations.
“By engagin
all stakeholders
and addressing
these critical dimen-
s10ns, we can maximis
the benefits of technolo-
gy-driven sustainability
< initiatives while mitigatir
A potential challenges and
B risks” htlel says. !

Thang highlights various cor
panies that have taken signifi-
cant strides in technology- drive
environmental sustainability.

Tesla, for instance, has gar-
nered attention for its gigafact
ries, which utilise solar panels
and adopt stringent measures
to limit waste production, wat
usage, and energy consump-
tion. Tech giant Google, on the
other hand, has commit
ted to reachingget-

zero carbon emis-

sions by 2030,

In Malaysia, the
government support
such efforts by providin;

'

" tax incentives through the

Green Investment Tax
Allowance (GITA) and the Gree
Income Tax Exemption (GITE)
and encouraging further inves
ment into environmentally.
friendly businesses with the
Green Technology Financing
Scheme (GTES).

Additionally, Khazanah
Nasional is in the midst of cre-
ating a green investment plat-
form aimed at drawing domes:
tic and international capital to
bolster industries like renewa-
ble energy, green building tech
nologies, energy efficiency, anc
sustainable mobility ecosys-
tems.

Thang believes Malaysia is
committed to achieving carbon
neutrality by 2050, as outlined
in the Twelfth Malaysia Plan.

This is supported by the gov-
ernment’s targets for green-
house gas emissions reduction:

and its drive to encourage
government-linked companies

; (GLCs) to uphold its sustainabil

ity objectives.



WHEN the first synthetic poly-
mer, celluloid, was invented in
1869, it was envisioned as a
more nature-friendly substitute
for ivory and tortoiseshell —
both materials sourced from
hunting of wild animals. .
Indeed, plastics have become
one of mankind’s most ubiqui-
tous and flexible materials,
opening up revolutionary pos-
sibilities in manufacturing.
However, more than a centu-
ry and a half on, plastic pollu-

tion is now a prominent envi-

ronmental challenge.

‘We regularly dispose of large
volumes of plastics which can
remain in our environment for
centuries, with plastic bottles
alone taking up to 450 years to
decompose in a landfill.

Plastics that are not properly
disposed of also sadly often
end up in oceans, posing a
threat to marine environments.

In fact, plastic waste makes:
up 80% of all marine pollution,
with as much as 10 million
tonnes ending up in the ocean
each year.

There is also a growing con-
cern about chemicals such as
bisphenol A (BPA) leaking into
ecosystems and human food
Sources.

Plastics are undoubtedly a
critical part of modern life. Yet
with plastic production expect-
ed to double to 700 million
metric tonnes globally by 2040,
managing its use and mitigat-
ing its impacts is vital in
Malaysia and around the
world.

Malaysia's plastic predica-
ment

Malaysia is no stranger to
plastics — it is a major indus-
trial player, consumer and
recycler of plastics.

More than one million
tonnes of plastic waste is
generated in Malaysia annual-
1y, according to a 2021 estimate:
by the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF), yet overall
recycling rates are just 33% —
stubbornly below the 40%
targeted nationally by 2025.

‘What’s more, Malaysia’s
extensive coastline and high'
rainfall rates make it extremely
susceptible to marine pollu-
tion.

A 2023 academic paper sup-
ported by nonprofit organisa-
tion The Ocean Cleanup,
ranked Malaysia'as the third-
largest contributor to plastic
waste in the oceans.

Malaysia’s plastic pollution
problem is not just an environ-
mental challenge, but also a
missed opportunity for eco-
nomic value creation.

The World Bank estimated in
a 2021 report that 81% of the
material value of key plastic
resins in Malaysia is lost due to
plastics being discarded rather
than recycled. This equates to
approximately USD1.1bil lost
value annually.

Improving recycling rates
will help recover these valua-
ble resins and also boost a plas-
tics recycling industry which
was valued at a sizeable
RM4.5bil as of 2019, according
to the Malaysian Plastics
Manufacturers Association
(MPMA).

Numerous efforts are already
underway. to tackle Malaysia’s
plastic pollution challenge.

The Ministry of Natural

EARTH DAY: GOING FULL

CIRCLE WITH PLASTIC
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With collective commitment and creativity, we can advance cireularity in plastics for
Malaysia, according to Boston Consulting Group

Circularity in plastics can be advanced at every stage of
the value chain

Recycle/New Input
Utilise recycled inputs (e.g.
recycled resins)

Collect & Sort

Design | Eco-design (mindful
construction or facilitating deconstruction of
\ plastic parts) -

Incentivise & proliferate plastics
collection points
Stabilise offtake contracts to e .
incentivise processing investments Use I Rnable retise of
plastics and repair/
Source: BCG analysis refurbishment

Efforts to promote plastics circularity can span the entirety of the value chain, encompassing several stages.

Resources (NRES) has devel-

“oped the comprehensive
Malaysia Plastics Sustainability

Roadmap 2021-2030, which sets
targets for eliminating single-
use plastics and achieving a
plastic packaging recynhng rate
of 25% by 2025.

‘Meanwhile, the Malays[an
government has announced a
total ban on plastic bags by
2025.

Furthermore, Malaysia is
piloting a voluntary extended
producer responsibility (EPR)
scheme for packaging, advocat-

“ing for producers to take

responsibility for end-of-life
collection and recycling of con-
sumer packaging waste.

Technology is also playing a
role, with PETRONAS aiming to
construct Asia’s largest
advanced chemical recycling
plant in Johor, which targets a
capacity of 33 kilotonnes per
anum by 2026.

Chemical recycling is critical,
as it involves breaking down
plastics into their base chemi-
cal forms, a process that helps
recycle certain types of
hard-to-recycle plastics.

There are challenges in
embedding enhanced plastics
circularity which must be
acknowledged.

Recycled plastics are typical-
ly more expensive, costing at
least 10% to 20% more than
virgin plastics, which can hin-
der adoption.

There is also poor awareness
among manufacturers and con-

! ‘su.me.rs. partil:ularly small and

‘medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), on circularity and
alternatives to virgin plastics.

While investors may be inter-
ested in funding plastic recy-
cling, this interest may come -
with the condition of importing
waste for feedstock. This can
pose the risk of foreign plastic
waste being dumped inthe
country.

The ubiquitous nature of
i:ulastir_q is also part of the chal-
enge. These materials enable
us to consume more cheaply
and conveniently - being wide-
1y utilised in fast-fashion,
e-commerce and manufactur-
ing components — and so it
takes a concerted effort to
rethink our reliance on them.

Complex challenge,

comprehensive solution

As the plastics challenge is
multifaceted, so too are the:
solutions required. They will
necessitate holistic, cross-
stakeholder collaboration.

Driving a circular economy
in plastics goes beyond
recycling. Initiatives to
advance plastics circularity can
he implemented across differ-
ent stages of the value chain -
design, produce, distribute, use,
collect and sort, and recycle or
new input.

There are many global exam-
ples of efforts to address this
value chain which Malaysia
can learn from.

At a national level, moving

* towards a'mandatory EPR

scheme for plastics to raise
domestic recycling rates and
providing feedstock for
recycling without imports is
key. Vietnam, for example,
implemented mandatory EPR

in 2021

Minimum recycling content
requirements could also be
implemented for selected
products.

In 2023, the EU introduced
legislation that all PET bottles
must incorporate a minimum
2% recycled content by 2025.

Introducing similar require-
ments in Malaysia can not only.
generate demand for recycled
inputs to catalyse a circular
economy, but will also ensure
manufacturers remain compet-
itive in export markets which
have similar restrictions.

Industry stakeholders could
invest in and explore new tech-
nologies such as advanced
chemical recycling, as well as
bioplastics made with sustaina-
ble biomass or with biodegrad-
able characteristics.

The UK, for example, com-
mitted 3.2 million pounds
(RM19,058,470) to innovations
in plastic packaging such as
plant-based biodegradable
polymers in a major 2023 fund-
ing announcement.

Doing our part at home
Individual Malaysians also

_have a role to play.

Produce I Produce efficiently
and recycle scraps

Distribute | optimise
distribution networks and use of
plastic packaging

We can actively sort plastic
waste for recycling to improve
recycling efficiency. We can
consider alternatives to single-
use plastics such as reusable
cups and'bags. We can also
choose to support husinesses
that are actively addressing
plastic sustainability issues,
either through eco-design pro-
cesses, sustainable packagiig
use or the use of recycled:
inputs.

Everyone can contribute to
the effort to ensure that plas-
tics can continue to serve the
needs of society without dam-
aging our planet.

This would be a more sus-
tainable solution - returning to
the original intention that plas-
tics would reduce harm to
nature, not amplify it.

As we look to Earth Day this
year, we can challenge our-
selves to transition from “plas-
tics versus the planet” to an
approach exemplified by “plas-
tics for the planet”.

The possibility is there, all it
takes is the willpower, the
creativity, and the collabora-
tion and commitment to
advance circularity in plastics
for Malaysia.

Article by Boston Consulting
Group (BCG) Malaysia head
Nurlin Mohd Salleh, BCG
managing director and partner
Arun Rajamani, and principal Kar
Min Lim.



By SOMINI SENGUPTA

using artificial
intelligence to
better understand
and reduce food
waste, offering tech
solutions that help
supermarkets and
restaurants keep
tabs on what gets
thrown away.
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How many eggs this week?

Some supermarkets
make a dent

This robhot does not
dumpster dive




Oleh Ruwaida Md Zain
am(@hmetro.com.my
Shah Alam
indakan  segelinfir
pemilik premis per-
niagaan di daerah ini
membina tanjakan' (ramp)
haram di hadapan atau be-
lakang premis mmengun-
dang pelbagai masalah te-
rutama kekurangan tem-
pat letak kenderaan.

Ia bukan isu baharu di
daerah ini namun kedegi-
lan peniaga yang membi-
nanya untuk kemudahan
sendiri dianggap terlalu
mementingkan diri dan ti-
dak bertanggungjawab.

Binaan kekal atau mudah
;lih sebegitu juga tidak adil

epada orang awam
mahu meletak kendeyr:ﬂtgi
disebabkan Petak arkir
sudah ‘dicop’ pemilik ba-
ngunan.

Persoalan timbul apabila
ada tanjakan yang dibina
itu dicat merah seolah-olah

petak yang sudah disewa

’danpada Majlis Bandaraya
Shah Alam (MBSA), se-
dangkan binaannya sem-
berono yang mendatang-
kan risiko kemsakan pa
kenderaan.

Antara kawasan yang ba-
nyak binaanharam itu ada-
lah di Pusat Komersial
Seksyen' 7 yang menurut

penduduk dikenali Saharu-
ddm Lin, 59, ia suatu ma-
salah besar apabila kemu-
dahan tempat letak ken-

deraan untuk penduduk

berkurangan.

“Kawasan ini terdapat Ki-

ra-kira 1,280 unit rumah di

tingkat atas dengan kedai

(di aras bawah) cuma 200
unit sahaja. Tetapi mereka
(peniaga)  mendominasi
ﬁetak parkir...bengkel dan

dai cuci kenderaan an-
taranya membina tanjakan
haram sesuka hati. k
“Jika aduan dibuat dan
‘pihak berkuasa

tem é)a §
(PBT) mengambil tindakan
atau
tengah hari), pada g

(biasanya sebelah pagi

pemilik premis ini
men kembali tanjakan itu
dan meneruskan operasi
seperti biasa.

“Ini menjadi masalah ke-
rana petak parkir sedia ter-
had dan kawasan ini pula
lokasi tumpuan. Ramai pe-
lajar  institusi  pengajian
tinggi awam (IPTA) tin; al
di sini. Ditambah lagi
ngan adanya tanjakan ha-
ram, ia menjadikan pehk
parkir semakin terhad,” ka-
tanya.

D
pemilik ban

2w (woep)

Tuan punya premis di Pusat Komersial Seksyen Shah Alam
bertindak bina tanjakan haram di depan atau belakan,

ANTARAopemslumbuangtan]ahﬂMrmnyangmplankmMBSA.

Saharuddin  berharap
PBT men%ambll tindakan
yang lebih tegas kepada
peniaga yang seolah tidak
takut melanggar peratu-

ran, termasuk dengan me-

nyita perniagaan mereka.
“PBT perlubuat rondaan

berkala. Kadan

aduan dalam e-Aduan MB-

SA berstatus selesai, se-

dangkan hakikatnya ma-

status

salah tidak pernah sele-
sai,’ katanya.

Seorang lagi penduduk,
Elisa Ali, 42, mempersoal-
kan status cat merah yang
ditandakan pada tanjakan

untuk menandakan petak
parkir yang sudah disewa
kepada peniaga.

Katanya, dia tiada ma-
salah sekiranya petak par-
kir itu benar-benar dise-

HARI

Kawasan ini terdapat
Kira-kira 1,280 unit

rumah di tingkat atas
dengan kedai (di aras

- bawah) cuma 200 unit
- sohaja. Tetapi mereka

(peniaga) mendominasi
petak parkir...bengkel
dan kedai cuci
kenderaan antaranya
membina tanjakan
haram sesuka hati”

Saharuddin Lin

wakan namun yang men-
]adj persoalan adalah pe-
niaga yang senga]a berbuat
demikian untuk‘cop’ parkir
secara haram.

. “Ada yang mendakwa
terdapat pemilik premis
yang tidak menyewa pun
petak parkir dengan MBSA,
tetapi membina tanjakan
secara haram dan menge-
cat dengan cat merah.

“Jadi, bagaimana kami
sebagai orang awam tahu
status ‘parkir sewa' be-
tul-betul’ dengan kebena-
ran MBSA? Kita tahu parkir
E;msa.n kuning adalah Egr-

erbuka...tapi yang
cat merah ini bagaimana?”
katanya.

Wanita itu menyifatkan
tindakan pentingkan diri
Eeniaga hanya menyusah-

an penduduk apabila me-
reka terpaksa meletak Reh-
deraan di tempat jauh yang
berbahaya pada waktu ma-
lam atau ketika hujan.

Dia juga berharap MBSA
mengambil tindakan sewa-
jarnya dalam mengekang
masalah itu dan memas-
tikan ia tidak berulang.

Tkuti' penjelasan pihak
berkuasa berhubung isu
ini dalam terbitan Harian
Metro esok.

METRO
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MATA WANG

 kitar RM4.78 berbanding J

inggit mungkin dfnlagakan
dalam julat'yang sama se-

dolar Amerika Syarikat (AS)

mlnggu ini, memandangkan situasi-
di Asia Barat akan terus dipantau’
‘pelabur, kata penganalisis. =

Ketua Ahli Ekonomi  Bank
Muamalat Malaysia Bhd, Dr. Mohd
Afzanizam Abdul Rashid berkata,

sebarang bentuk peningkatan ke-

tegangan’ akan'mnnyebabkan per-

mintaan yang leblh tinggi- Iarhadap :

dolar AS, ek | e

“Justeru, ringgit dijangka kekal i

padaparassemassmlnggudapan
. katanya. -

' Beliau berkata, padamasasama.-

pasaran akan meneliti pengukur in-
flasu pilihan Rizab Persekutuan /
(Fed) iaitu indeks harga perbelan]aan
penggunaan peribadi (PCE).

semakin hilang daya tarikannya {
ranainflasi dijangka kekal tingg &

]ajardengankeadaan pmaraqburuh,

‘mata

' (EMA)! Iima’ﬁarf"pﬁi'a"d"fs tambah- yen Jep

‘Malaysial (BNM) mehyatgkan pihak-

: a suku perlama 2024 berdasar-

i Mdijlangka  kan jangkaan
bembah neutral kepada menurun  Negara
minggu. , dengan pasangan  peratus pa
mungkm didagangkan  diterajui saktor
hampir purata pergerakan eksponen Ringgit meni

kat berbanding
spada 3.0947/0978 da-
nya. ripada 3.1098/1133 mlnggu lepas,
“Unit tempatan boleh mengukuh dan naik berband ng pound British
berbanding dolar AS’]IRA sentimen  kepada 5.9533/9589 daripada
risiko " bertambah! baik, ‘dengan  5.9562/9624.
sokongan serta-merta p 'da 4 781 " Walau bagaimanapun, unit do-
menurutnya. £ mestik susut berbandi eumkepada
~ Pada 15 April, Bank Negam 5.0961/1009 darlpada
Ringgit dinlagakdn tfnggl ber
nya bersedia untuk m ggunakan  bandi w neg
imtrumbnyangada bagi memastikan  la ]
ia kel ~ Unit tlmpat'an" en

gsl"sacam bandlng ‘baht Th
an’' 12, 9566/9847
+13.0831/13.103|

er] ing dolar AS daripada padfa 8.43/8.
768047730 minggu lepas. Hinlggtt lebih kukuh berbanding
\Unit domestik didagangkan tinggi rupiah ndonasiakepadﬂmm4
nyaka berbanding bebera-  daripada 300.8/301.3 pada Jumaat
mata .

‘wang utama lain, | dlsakong " minggu lepas namun, rendah ber-
‘oleh lantunan teknikal selepas pe-  banding dolar Singapura kepada
yusutali{iga hari dan jﬂgﬂd"ldomng 3.5113/5149 claripada 3.5090/5129.
semh'nmposiﬁf Injuran - Bernama ’

TanlefNPQRgAPR.ZUZi srurs



rasionalisasi

subsidi

- Kedudukan fiskal
negara diunjur
lebih kukuh
tambah keyakinan
pelabur
Oleh Mahanum Abdul Aziz
mahanum aziz@bh com.my

Pelaksanaan irusiatif rasiunali

sasi subsidi meskipun memberi

kesan Kepada penggunaan agre-
gat, namun impak positif program
itu dijangka dirasai tahun depan
dengan kedudukan fiskal negara
diunjurkan lebih kukuh, demiki-
an menuruf penganalisis. -
Justeru, perkembangan ber-
kenaan dijangka mengubah sen-
timen pelabur yang akan lebih

berkeyakinan terhadap pasaran
tempatan pada separuh kedua ta-
hun ini.

Pasukan penyelidik pasaran
'BIMB Securities Research dalam

sasi subsidi dari kaca mata kera
jaan yang perlu memperbetulkan
penyelewengan dalam ekonomi.
“Memberikan subsidi Kepada
barangan keperluan adalah nega-
tif kepada ekonomi walaupun kita
pengeluar bersih minyak kerana

‘Kerajaan perlu berdepan ketivisan
pembaziran.

hasildanp

rasionalisasi subsidi merangku-
. mi barangan seperti petrol, diesel
dan telur ayam, selepas melaku-
kannya terhadap barangan seperti
ayam (Oktober 2023) dan elektrik
(Januari 2024).

“Kami bimbang seandainya
kerajaan menangguh atau lebih
buruk lagi membatalkan sepe-
nuhnya pelaksanaannya, ini akan
menjejaskan keyakinan pelahur 7
Katanya.

Sehubungan itu, BIMB Secu-

membuahKan hasil tahun depan.
Ia berkata, dengan jangkaan

berkata, prospek yang lebih cerah 2025 be-
rikutan kejelasan yang lebih baik
mengenai hala tuju dasar Ameri-
ka Syarikat (AS) dan kedudukan

fiskal Malaysia yang jauh lebih
‘mantap. menjadi- pemacu yang
akan menggembirakan pelabur.

mungkinan berada dalam ling

 kungan kirakira 3 peratus pada
2025 berikutan

pelaksanaan
siatif rasionalisasi subsidi.

Malah jelasnya, gabungan pel-
bagai faktor juga akan memacu
ringgit lebih tinggi, yang dijangka
merapatkan jurang mata wang
tempatan itu terhadap nilai saksa-
manya.

“Kami sentiasa mengekalkan
nilai saksama ringgit pada RM4.20
hingga RM4.30 set!ap dolar AS da-
lam jangka masa panjang.

“Risiko utama ialah perang
besar-besaran di Asia Barat, pe-
ningkatan semula inflasi AS ber-
terusan dan kesan lebih besar da-
ripada jangkaan terhadap penggu-
naan agregat berikutan inisiatif
rasionalisasi subsidi,” katanya.

BIMB Securities Research ber-
kata, keputusan tidak menentu Pi-

lihan Raya Presiden AS juga boleh
memberi kesan.

Laluan dasar AS jadi penentu
Mengulas sentimen terhadap pa-
saran tempatan bagi sepanjang
2024, pasukan penyelidik BIMB
Securities Research itu menam-
bah, sentimen sepanjang tahun ini
akan kekal ditentukan oleh bebe-
rapa faktor utama, terutamanya
laluan dasar AS.

Ta berkata, tempoh masa AS
akan mula menormalkan Kadar
Dana Persekutuan (FFR) akan
kekal sebagai topik hangat diper-
katakan hingga ke separuh kedua
tahun ini.

“Dengan inflasi AS yang ke-
kal ‘degil, mencecah 3.5 peratus
pada Mac berbanding 3.2 peratus
pada Februari dan 3.1 peratus Ja-
nuari yang agak jauh berbanding
sasaran bank pusat negara itu se-
banyak kira-kira 2 peratus, akan
muncul sebagai halangan terbesar
bagi pasaran ekuiti global.

“Ini juga bermakna dolar AS
akan terus menguasai sehingga ter-
dapat bukti jelas menunjukkan in-
flasi AS mulai menurun,” katanya.
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Bursa tunggu pemangkin baharus

Indeks dijangka
terus catat
pergerakan
kecil minggu ini

W vizson psaran |

Bursa Malaysia dijangka tidak
banyak berubah minggu ini beri-
kutan peningkatan risiko pasaran,
turun naik kian ketara dalam pa-
saran global dan ketegangan geo-
palitik.

Naib Presiden Penyelidikan
Ekuiti Rakuten Trade Sdn Bhd,
Thong Pak Leng menjangkakan
indeks penanda aras terus menca-
tatkan pergerakan kecil sehingga
pemangkin baharu muncul.

“Kami menasihati pelabur
berhati-hati memandangkan pe-
njn]gcatan risiko dalam pasaran

L g

“Kami menjangkakan indeks

penanda aras memasuki fasa tidak
banyak.berubah dan mewujudkan
asas dalam jangka masa pendek
hingga pertengahan.

kan Eksponen 50 hari (EMA) boleh
menunjukkan potensi kelemahan
akan datang,” katanya.

Pak Leng berkata, pihaknya
menjangkakan FBM KLCI turun
naik dalam julat 1,528 hingga 1,560
minggu inidengan sokongan serta-
merta 1,520, diikuti 1,508 mata.

Sementara  itu, Pengarah
Urusan SPI Asset Management,
Stephen Innes mengunjurkan
bursa tempatan dalam sentimen
berhati-hati dengan sedikit ke-
cenderungan positif susulan data

ekonomi Malaysia terkini.

Menurut Jabatan Perangkaan
Malaysia (DOSM), ekonomi Ma-
laysia diunjurkan berkembang 3.9
peratus pada suku pertama 2024
berdasarkan jangkaan awal Kelua-
ran Dalain Negara Kasar (KDNK)
berbanding 3 peratus pada suku
sebelumnya, diterajui sektor per-
khidmatan.

Beliau berkata, ekonomi Ma-
laysia pulih dan menandakan per-
tumbuhan paling kukuh dalam
setahun, selain menunjukkan pe-

mulihan yang semakin baik.

Pasaran Kekal terganggu
“Walaupun data tempatan yang
positifini boleh mendorong sedikit
momentum menaik, kemungkinan
pasaran kekal terganggu dengan
risiko Asia Barat dalam keadaan
Jjangkaan kadar faedah tinggi ber-
terusan oleh Rizab Persekutuan
Amerika Syarikat.

“Ini berpotensi mengekang se-
barang dorongan untuk pergera-
kan menaik dalam pasaran " ka-

tanya.

Innes berkata, tumpuan Kini
beralih kepada data KDNK suku
pertamabagiASyangdikeluaﬂmn
minggu ini.

Pada asas Jumaat ke Jumaat,
FBM KLCI susut 3.47 mata kepada
1,547.57 daripada 1,551.04 minggu
sel

belumnya.
Di papan indeks, Indeks FBM
Emas susut 101.75 mata kepada

- 11,596.07; Indeks FBM 70 merosot

334.18 mata kepada 16,058.39; In-
deks FBMT 100 Kurang 78.97 mata
kepada 11,247.95; Indeks FBM
Emas Syariah turun 93.12 mata
kepada 11,769.87 dan Indeks FBM

ACE menguncup 241.14 mata kepa-

da4,858.98.

Mengikut sektor, Indeks Per-
Jadangan susut 95.04 mata kepa-
da 7,375.65; Indeks Produk dan

Perkhidmatan Perindustrian tu-
run 0.17 mata kepada 184.49; Indeks
Perkhidmatan Kewangan merosot
153.02 mata kepada 1711878, na-
mun Indeks Tenaga meningkat 0.10
mata kepada 969.19.

Jumlah dagangan mingguan
melonjak kepada 21.21 bilion unit
bernilai RM15.66 bilion daripada
11.31 bilion unit bernilai RM7.39
bilion pada minggu lepas.

Jumlah dagangan Pasaran Uta-
ma meningkat kepada 12.51 bilion
saham bernilai RM13.95 bilion da-
ripada 5.96 bilion saham bernilai
RM6.39 bilion.

Jumlah dagangan waran pula
naik kepada 5.38 bilion unit ber-
nilai RM662.45 juta daripada 3.14
bilion unit bernilai RM354.47 juta.

Jumlah dagangan Pasaran ACE
sebanyak 3.27 bilion saham berni-
lai RM1.04 bilion berbanding 2.17
bilion saham bernilai RM639.45
juta sebelumnya. BERNAMA

B Komoditi |
> Getah '

Pasaran getah tempatan mung-
kin menyaksikan dagangan perla-
han dan lengang minggu ini beri-
kutan keadaan cuaca melampau,
diburukkan lagi ‘musim sejuk’
di kawasan pengeluar getah yang
berbeza dan ketidaktentuan beka-
lan mendorong pasaran berhati-
hati, kata pakar industri.

Denis Low menjangkakan ke-
kurangan bekalan beberapa ming-
gu akan datang mungkin mengha-
silkan aktiviti penyimpanan atau
penambahan semula dan menye-
babkan harga menjadi tidak me-
nenti.

Seorang peniaga lain berka-
ta, harga getah terus mengikut
prestasi pasaran hadapan getah
serantau, kekuatan ringgit ber-
banding dolar Amerika Syari-
kat (AS) ditambah penanda aras
harga minyak mentah dalam ke-
adaan getah asli yang berkura-
ngan dan jangkaan kadar faedah
kekal lebih tinggi dengan lebih
lama.

Pasaran getah tempatan jatuh
sedikit minggu ini, ditekan keja-
tuhan harga minyak mentah dan
aliran menurun dalam pasaran
hadapan getah serantau; ketega-
ngan di Asia Barat juga mempe-
ngaruthi sentimen pasaran.

Sementara itu, Persatuan Pe-
ngeluar Sarung Tangan Getah
Malaysia (MARGMA) optimis
permintaan global bagi sarung ta-
ngan getah pulih pada 2024.

Permintaan dijangka melonjak
kepada 450 bilion keping menje-
lang 2027 walaupun permintaan
menurun kepada 307.2 bilion ke-
ping pada 2023, didorong pening-
katan dalam permintaan di AS,
Kesatuan Eropah dan Jepun serta
penggunaan sarung tangan lebih
meluas dalam sektor bukan peru-
batan selepas COVID-19 di sektor

perhotelan, restoran, kafe dan in-
dustri semikonduktor,

Bagi asas Jumaat hingga Ju-
maat, harga rujukan Lembaga
Getah Malaysia (LGM) untuk
Getah Mutu Malaysia (GMM) 20
turun 1.5 sen atau 0.2 peratus ke-
pada RM7.72 sekilogram daripada.
RM7.73 minggu lepas, manakala
susu getah pukal turun 6.5 sen ke-
pada RM7.37 sekilogram daripada
RM?7.44 sebelumnya.

Pada jam 5 petang, harga ru-
jukan LGM untuk getah fizikal
GMM 20 berada RM7.70 sekilo-
gram, manakala susu getah pukal
RM7.32 sekilogram. BERNAMA

> Sawit

Kontrak niaga hadapan minyak
sawit mentah (MSM) di Bursa
Malaysia Derivatives dijangka
didagangkan dalam mod penuru-
nan harga minggu ini disebabkan
niaga hadapan minyak kacang
soya yang lemah berterusan akan
menekan pasaran, kata peniaga
minyak sawit, David Ng.

“Kami menjangkakan har-
ga MSM didagangkan antara
RM3,800 hingga RM4,000 satu
tan,” katanya.

Sementara itu, peniaga Jim
Teh menj pasaran me-
lalui pembetulan teknikal un-
tuk mencecah RM3,600 hingga
RM3,700 gatu tan minggu ini beri-
kutan laporan penganalisis yang
mengunjurkan harga rendah
pada Mei.

Beliau berkata permintaan
minyak sawit menjadi lebih ren-
dah apabila hari raya berakhir
hujung bulan ini.

Bagi minggu dagangan yang
baru berakhir, pasaran lebih ren-
dah disebabkan kejatuhan dalam
niaga hadapan minyak kacang
soya di Chicago Board of Trade
dan harga minyak mentah lebih
rendah.

Dari segi asas mingguan, kon-
trak bulan semerta Mei 2024 tu-

run RM315 kepada RM4,056 satu
tan, Jun 2024 susut RM301 kepada
RM3,981satu tan dan Julai 2024
turun RM284 kepada RM3,926
satu tan.

Kontrak Ogos 2024 merosot
RM257 kepada RM3,882 satu tan,
September 2024 turun RM229 ke-
pada RM3,853 dan Oktober 2024
jatuh RM202 ke RM3,842 satu tan.

Jumlah dagangan mingguan

- meningkat kepada 481,022 lot dari-

pada 200,435 lot pada minggu sebe-
lumnya, manakala Kepentingan
terbuka  turun kepada 263,873
kontrak daripada 267,644 kontrak
sebelumnya.

Harga MSM fizikal bagi Mei

‘Selatan turun RMB360 Kepa-

da RM4,150 satu tan daripada
RM4,510 satu tan pada minggu se-
helumnya. BE'RN_AMA

e

Ringgit mungkin diniagakan da-
lamjulat sama sekitar RM4.78 ber-
banding dolar Amerika Syarikat
(AS) minggu ini, memandangkan
situasi di Asia Barat terus dipan-
tau pelabur, kata penganalisis.
Ketua Ahli Ekonomi Bank
Muamalat Malaysia Bhd, Dr
Mohd Afzanizam Abdul Rash[d
berkata sebarang bentuk pening-
katan ketegangan menyebabkan

permintaan lebih tinggi terhadap
dolar AS,

“Justeru, ringgit dijangka ke-
kal pada paras semasa minggu
ini,” katanya.

Beliau berknta pada masa
sama pasaran meneliti pengukur
inflasi pilihan Rizab Persekutuan
AS (Fed) iaitu indeks harga perbe-
lanjaan penggunaan peribadi.

Sementara itu, penyelidikan
oleh Kenanga Invesment Bank
Bhd menjelaskan prospek pertum-
buhan stabil dan sokongan berte-
rusan pihak berkuasa mungkin
membantu mengekalkan ringgit
yang stabil.

Secara teknikal, dolar ringgit
dijangka berubah neutral kepada
menurun minggu ini dengan pa-
sangan mata wang itu mungkin
didagangkan hampir purata per-
geraka.n eksponen limahari pada

Pada 15 April, Bank Negara
Malaysia (BNM) menyatakan
pihaknya bersedia . mengguna-
kan instrumen yang ada bagi
memastikan pasaran kewangan
Malaysia kekal teratur dan terus
berfungsi secara cekap dalam
Keadaan Ketegangan geopolitik
yang berterusan.

Pada asas Jumaat ke Jumaat,
ringgit susut kepada 4.7810/7855
berbanding dolar AS daripada
4.7680/7730 minggu sebelumnya.

Unit domestik didagangkan

tinggi Kkebanyakannya berban-

ding beberapa mata wang utama
lain, disokong lantunan teknikal
selepas penyusutan tiga hari dan
sentimen positif susulan unjuran
awal Keluaran Dalam Negara Ka-
sar (KDNK) Malaysia yang lebih
baik berbanding jangkaan.

Menurut Jabatan Perangka-
an Malaysia, ekonomi Malaysia
diunjurkan berkembang 3.9 pera-
tus pada suku pertama 2024 ber-
dasarkan jangkaan awal Kelua-
ran Dalam Negara Kasar (KDNK)
berbanding 3 peratus pada suku
keempat 2023, diterajui sektor
perkhidmatan.

Tarikh

Bangladesh
Krone Denmark. 711100 65,4700/ 652700
Hongkong Dollar 626400 59,5500 593500
Rupee India 59100 55500 53500
Rupiah Indonesia  0.0303  0.0280 0.0230
YenJepun 3480 . 30500° 30400
Krone Norway 450900 415100 413100
Pesa Filipina 85500 80600 78600
‘Saudi Rival 1308700 124.2300124.0300

Swedish Krona 456400 416000 414000
Thai Baht 137600 122100 116100
Dirham UAE 1337300 1268500 1265500
Qatar Riyal 1345000 1277800 1275800

Dolar Taiwan 160000  NA
{Renminbi China 674900 646700  N/A

Ringgit meningkat berbariling
ven Jepun Kepada 3.0947/0978 da-
ripada 3.1098/1133 minggu lepas
dan naik berbanding pound Bri-
tish kepada 5.9533/9589 daripada
5.9562/9624.

Bagaimanapun, unit domestik
susut berbanding euro kepada
5.0961/1009 daripada 5.0808/0861.

Ringgit diniagakan tinggi ber-
banding mata wang negara ASE-
AN lain kecuali dolar Singapura.

Unit tempatan meningkat ber-
banding baht Thailand kepada
12.9668/9847 daripada 13.0831/
13.1036 pada Jumaat minggu le-
pas dan tinggi berbanding peso
Filipina kepada 8.30/8.31 daripa-
da 8.43/8.44.

Ringgit lebih kukuh berban-
ding rupiah Indonesia kepada
293.9/2944 daripada. 300.8/301.3
pada Jumaat minggu lepas namun,
rendah berbanding dolar Singa-
pura kepada 3.5113/5149 daripada
3.5090/5129. BERNAMA
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‘keraj e
* “Bila kita ambil tmdakan ter-
hax_iap orang yang mahakaya di-
ara ini, dengan hasil pulu-
" han bilion, mana suara mereka,
‘mana suara pejuang Islam dan
4 , semuanya kelu mem-
bisu takut berdepan dengan
orang yang kaya dan rasuah.
“Pengeluaran ‘getah  ada
yang kata pekebun ramai tidak
- sokong Pakatan Harapan (PH),
saya tidak ambil kira, kita ha-
rus bantu mereka. Yang saya
! - tahu naik selepas kita ambil
_pulth tahun unt ) 1l ya ta s 7 lahhkerajaankepadaRM:;sekl-
 harga siling ayam, kerajaan s ogram.
diakan RM1 bilion setiap tahtin. y ng “Maknanya pada 2020
_ “Tahunlalu kita amb - n dapat. - RM2.50 sekarang RM3. Subsi-
5 “Ttu. ke ak ce di harga padi, tidak naik ber-
puluh tahun, tahun 2022 kita
naikkan, belum cukup, tetapi
bagi orang yang ikuti politik
pembangkang, kenapa tidak

s ; naikkan ng}zﬁmah? 1

Konver 2 ' “Kamu kata hidup Melayu,

m%’. R fm&d@aﬁmm ,L:E tetapi. itu Melayu, yang kamu
Malah, Jelasuya,. kera;aan bemm, kita pertahankan itu Melayu kaya.

turut melaksanakan keputu- t,” tegasnya. Kna kena agresif. Lawan tetap
san-keputusan dibuat Kerajaan. i, - ,pgynn padaitu, Anwar turut lawan,” jelasnya.
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Sistem Saraan Perkhidmatan

MOHAMED

ANWAR

- QMARDIN

ADA 11 Mac 2013
Datuk Seri Najib-
Tun Razak selaku
Perdana Menteri
pada waktu itu
mengumumkan pada Majhs
Perdana Perkhidmatan Awam
(MAPPA) ke-13 bertemakan
Transformasi Perkhidmatan
Awam, Merealisasikan
Wawasan 2020 pengenalan
satu sistem saraan baharu
- penjawat awam yang dikenali
sebagai Sistem Saraan
Transformatif (STI). -

Melalui STLini, semua
penjawat awam diberi faedah
pemindahan gaji sebanyak
satu kenaikan gaji tahunan
(KGT) antara RM80 hingga
RM320 yang diawalkan
pada 1 Julai 2013 manakala
berkuatkuasa1 Januari
2013 semua struktur gaji 8
maksimum dalam jadual Gaji.
Minimum-Maksimum akan
diperuntukkan tambahan
kenaikan gaji tahunan
sebanyak tiga KGT.

Sejak tarikh itu, Perdana
Menteri silih bertukar-ganti.
Bermula dengan Tun Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad antara
2018 dan 2020, diikuti oleh
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin
antara 2020 dan 2021 serta
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri
Yaakob antara 2021 dan
2022. Bagaimanapun tidak
ada sebarang semakan atau
pelarasan ke atas sistem
saraan penjawat awam yang
dibuat dalam tempoh ini.

Pemimpin Kongres
Kesatuan Pekerja-Pekerja Di
Dalam Perkhidmatan Awam
(Cuepacs) menyampaikan
kepada Ismail Sabri dalam
satu pertemuan pada 13
Jun 2022 permohonan’
pelaksanaan sistem
saraan baharuyang lebih
komprehensif, adil serta
saksama selain pelaksanaan
kenaikan gaji minimum
penjawat awam RM1,800.dan
kenaikan dua tahap KGT.

Bagaimanapun, Ismail
Sabri dalam ucapan pada
MAPPA ke-18 pada 30 Ogos
2022 sekadar mengumumkan
rancangan untuk memberi
KGT tambahan khas sebanyak
RM100 bagi penjawat awam
Gred 11 hingga Gred 56
bermula Januari 2023, yang
mana rancangan ini akan
membabitkan kira-kira 1.28
juta penjawat awam serta

AWARIMIMWWWSMSMMMMMAM (ssrnduuanmnbahhﬂkanmmmlmm
padaMei depan. - UTUSAN/FAISOL MUSTAFA

menjadi motivasi

buat penjawat awam
untukmienBerlEn

perkhidmatan
terbaik
kepada rakyat,

memberi implikasi kewangan L
sebanyak RM1.5 bilion.
Walaupun begitu,
rancangan ini tidak terlaksana
setelah Ismail Sabri tidak lagi
menjadi Perdana Menteri
setelah berakhirnya Pilihan
Raya Umum ke-15(PRU15)

' yang menyaksikan kekalahan

UMNO-Barisan Nasional
(BN) pada19 November 2022.
Begitu juga jawatan Datuk Seri
Mohd. Shafig Abdullah sebagai
KetuaPengarah Perkhidmatan
Awam (KPPA) ditamatkan
pada 12 Disember 2022,
Setelah Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim dilantik sebagai
Perdana Menteri baharu pada
24 November 2022, manakala
Datuk Dr. Zulkapli Mohamad
dilantik sebagai KPPA baharu
pada 27 Februari 2023, Anwar
segera mengarahkan Jabatan
Perkhidmatan Awam (JPA)
berbmcang dengan CUEPACS
mengenai isu gaji penjawat
awain serta hal berkaitan
peningkatan Kos sara hidup.
Presiden CUEPAGS, Datuk
Dr. Adnan Mat, selepas
pertemuan dengan Zulkapli

padazMacm menyatakan
. GUEPAGS dimaklumkan Anwar
" sudah mempunyai perancangan

dalam soal kadar gaji dan upah
penjawat awarm agar ‘mereka
mempunyai pendapatan boleh
guna yang selesa dan sentiasa
komited dalam melaksanakan

mnasunslmbwng
diamanahkan.

Menyambut kenyataan
Adnanini, Anwar dalam
ucapan di Perhimpunan
Bulanan bersama warga
Jabatan Perdana Menteri
(JPM) pada 6 Mac 2023
mengakui beliau tidak:

' berpuas hati apabilamelihat

gaji semasa penjawat awam
ketikaini serta memberi
jaminan bahawa skim gaj
kakitangan awam akan

menjadi keutamaan Kerajaan

apabila pendapatan negara
bertambah.

Ketika berucap pada
Sambutan Hari Pekerja di Pusat
Konvensyen Antarabangsa
Putrajaya (PICC) pada 1 Mei

gaji penjawat awam dibuat |
penilaian semula. “Beri saya
tempoh setahun, kalau ada
trend peningkatan hasil, yang
pertama (kita akan laksanakan)
adalah pelarasan skim gaji
penjawat awam,” ujamya.
Dalam Ucapan Belanjawan
2024 pada 13 Oktober 2023,
Anwar mengumumkan secara
rasmi bahawa Kerajaan sedang
menyemak semula skim gaji
penjawat awam yang kali
terakhir dibuat pada 2012 di
mana kajian Sistem Saraan
Perkhidmatan Awam (SSPA)

yang akan meneliti keperluan
semua skim perkhidmatan ini
dijangka akan dimuktamadkan
pada akhir 2024.
Sementara menunggu
kajian ini lengkap, Anwar
mengumumkan pemberian
Bayaran Insentif Awal Kajian
SSPA pada akhir Februari 2024
sebanyak RM2,000 kepada
semua penjawat awam gred
56 dan ke bawah dan RM1,000
kepada semua Jawatan Utama

. Sektor Awam (JUSA) termasuk

polis, bomba, tentera,
angkatan bersenjata dan
seluruh anggota beruniform.

Serentak itu, ketika berucap
pada Perjumpaan Perdana
Menteri Bersama Warga JPM
pada16 Oktober 2023 pula
Anwar mahukan Kajian SSPA
disiapkan pertengahan 2024
untuk memastikan struktur
gaji baharu penjawat awam
dapat diumumkan dalam
belanjawan 2025.

“Tidak munasabah untuk
mengharapkan prestasi'yang
meningkat tinggi tetapi kadar
upah itu kurang”, ujarnya.

Dalam pada itu, pelantikan
Datuk Seri Wan Ahmad
Dahlan Abdul Aziz yang
berpengalaman luas dalam
pelbagai bidang termasuk
dasar, pengurusan dan
perkhidmatan sebagai KPPA
yang baharu menggantikan
Zulkapli pada 9 Januari 2024,
selain mewujudkan kembali
suasana harmoni dalam
kalangan penjawat awam, juga
membantu mempercepatkan
penyiapan Kajian SSPA.

Dengan Wan Ahmad
Dahlan'bersama Ketua

UTUSAL

Setiausaha Negara, Tan Sri
Mohd. Zuki Ali, menyerahkar
Laporan Interim 1 Kajian
SSPA kepada Anwar dalam |
mesyuarat Jawatankuasa
Induk Kajian SSPA pada 19
Januari'lalu, Anwar berkata
proses penyiapannya akan
dipercepatkan dengan
tumpuan kepada peningkatai
produktiviti dan kecekapan
perkhidmatan awam.

GAJI BAHARU

Paling mutakhir, pada
19 April laluy selepas
mempengerusikan Mesyuara
Jawatankuasa Induk Kajian
SSPA, Anwar menyatakan
penambahbaikan struktur
gaji penjawat awam ini
akan diumumkan pada
perhimpunan Hari Pekerja
pada 1 Mei depan.

“Semogausaha ini ?t?éniad
motivasi buat penjawat
awam untuk memberikan
perkhidmatan terbaik kepad:
rakyat,” katanya.

Sesungguhnya semakan
atau pelarasan ke atas sistem
saraan penjawat awam yang
akan diumumkan ini adalah
satu lonjakan besar ke atas
penjawat awam. Ia juga
adalah bukti'Anwar menepat
janji yang dilafazkannya.

Pada 1 Mei 2023, Anwar
meminta diberi tempoh
setahun untuk menguruskan
halini'dan pada 1 Mei ini;
genap'setahun tempoh
diminta, ia akan diumumkan
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