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By VIJENTHI NAIR

J : . tunity tn serve the peeple in
vijenthi@thestar.com.my f ; - - zones under Dusun Tua constit-
~ uency, although the vacant zone
THE VACANT councillor seats at e — 5 . . isin Kajang l:onstituency
the Kajang Municipal Cound.l \
(MPKj) and Kuala Langat

Municipal Cauncil (MPKL) have

been filled.
While Ahmad Fuad Abdul
Rahman filled the last seat in
MPKj, Rahimah Harun and 1 in.
Pavithan Sri Soundarara ! During M?Kj’s January swear-
took their oath of office a } in ceremony for the 2024~
MPKL councillors: to. fill t - 2025 councillor line-up, 23 out
vacancies. g ) | - - of 24 councillor seats were
Ahmad Fuad was sworn  taken with one seat allocated
during the MPKj full board = - for Umno left vacant.
meeting yesterday, while the lat- dges his . ' MPKj president Nazli Md Taib
ter muwereswommon S CH Tors i Ra 1) and than e f { had then said the council was
Monday. j 3 ; A i i ¢ : : - waiting for an Umno. member to
Many local authurluas in fill the position.
Selangor have a minimum of: g sibility 1 » would embraci It is learnt that. svfearing in .
one vacant councillor position of Umno among MPKj coum:il— guard 3 e | new ¢ the unil ‘ceremonies for councillors in
for the 2024-2025 term. lors, Ahmad Fuad said he would  my peers and the E BT - otherlocal authorities will take
Both Pavithan and Rahimah takeitasa challenge to prove not aﬁord to up,” said the pe to be given the oppor-  place by month-end.
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TWENTY-TWO foreign traders
operating illegally in'several
areas in Kuala Lumpur had
their items confiscated during
two separate operations by the
- local authority: :
Kuala Lumpur City Hall |
* (DBKL) in an operation outside
Pasar Borong Kuala Lumpur in
Selayang seized items from 15
foreign traders for trading with-
out a licence.

“Compound notices were
alsoissued to seven premises:
owners for various offences
including causing obstruction
in a public place, operating.
without a licence and
employing 2 assistams withuut
approval. 3

“Action was takerlti unuc]ller %
Street, Drainage and Building
Act 1974 anda‘lg‘reades, Businesses e
and Industries Licensing of the ; i 3KL © carting away seized ﬂems frorn Iilegal !
Federal Territory of Kuala® s = | ala Lumpur (above) and outside Pasar Borong,
Lumpur (WPKL) 2016 Bylaws, s ayang (Iefi} — Photos oounesy of
DBKL said'in a statement.

The operation was canieﬂ out

belohgings seized, : valid licence

on wholesalers selling i traders to vacate the back lanes
vegetables, fruits and dry : Action was carried out at of Lorong Petaling on grounds
goods around Jalan 1/3a Jalan  Pasar Karat in Chinatown, Jalan 5 (of fire safety.
6/3a and Jalan Batu Bampar in Pe:nlmg ancl Jalan Tun Tan siew €rs are operating : I 1 ~ DBKL had received com-
Pusat Bandar Utara. location next to Lam ' | : plaints from stakeholders that
In a city centre operation, "DBK[. also issuedtwo Ma.rket at I_.orcmg it Jan 16, StarMe reported fire engines had difficulty.
seven traders selling used iterns,  compound notices to local ~ that DBKL had issued an Evitr- accessing the back lanes as trad-
food a.nd betel leaf had their traders for nperating without a ) €rs were occupying the space.
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Fahmi: It's
not easy but
kids to |

wired generation to the wonderful world
of reading books. :
“I feel that even for my children, some-
times directing thi read bo
easy, butit )

“These books will eventually be opened;
when we ask them not to use gadgets, they
will open these books,” he told' reporters
after attending the “Let’s Read Together for
10 Minutes@Bernama: Reading Preserves
Unity” programme at Wisma Bernama yes-
terday. _ ;

It was organised in collaboration with
the Swedish Embassy in Malaysia in
conjunction with World Book and
Copyright Day, which is celebrated every
April 23.

Fahmi said children need to be exposed

read books .

KUALA LUMPUR: Try introducing the

about the diversity of races and religions in

to the cul - I:Iing. espe‘cﬁlly’ books
this country, as an effort to cultivate a
knowledgeable generation and celebrate
differences. L

This would provide them with opportu-

nities to understand the stories of

different communities in the country,
thereby fostering a spirit of unity that pro-
pels the nation forward, he said. .

“We need to take this opportunity to
delve into the stories of the various
communities in our country, and from

\m“‘
BN

Inculcating a love
for books: Children
.reading at the ‘Let’s
Read Together for 10
Minutes@Bernama:
‘Reading Preserves

- Unity’ programme at
Wisma Bernama, Kuala

- Lumpur. — Bernama

there, we can understand and celebrate

differences from a young age,” he said,

- Bernama reported.

Fahmi said in the era of digitalisation, he

is aware of the challenge parents face to

promote the culture of reading books
among children because they had been
nggs;d-to gadgets and devices from a
yo

age. ;i
However, parents should play a role in
piquing their interest and spending time
together to read hooks.
Earlier, Fahmi joined students and

teachers from Sri Aria School as
well as Bernama staff to spend time
reading books of their own choice for
10 minutes in the lobby of Wisma
Bernama.

Others who participated in the pro-
gramme included Swedish Ambassador to
Malaysia Dr Joachim Bergstrom, Deputy
Youth and Sports Minister Adam Adli Abd
Halim, Bernama chairman Datuk Seri
Wong Chun Wai, chief executive officer
Nur-ul Afida Kamaludin and editor-in-chief
Arul Rajoo Durar Raj.
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Malaysia jadi destinasi pelaburan

dunia kera "ajz:kestabllan polltlk i

Dasar ekonomi
jelas faktor .
kekuatan negara
tarik pelabur

Oleh Amir Mamat
bhnews @bh.’énmmy-

Melaka: Malaysia Kini menjadi
perhatian dunia sebagai destina
“si pelaburan unggul berﬂmtan
kestabllan politl.k ‘dan dasar eko-

nomi yang jelas, kata Datuk Seri

Anwar Ibrahim.
Perdana Menterl berkata, da-
sar seperti Transformasi Digital,
Pelan Hala Tuju Peralihan Te-
naga Negara (NTER) dan Pelan
Induk Perindustrian Baharu
(NIMP) 2030 membantu pelabur

melihat kekuatan yang ada pada
negara.
“Malaysia sekarang dengan pe-

laburan (seperti) Infineon, Nvi-
dia dan puluban lagi, memeriu-
kan 30,000 jurutera yang tak da-
pat kita isi sepenuhnya.

“Maka, tumpuan ibu bapa dan
anak Melayu mestilah di lapa-
ngan sains dan matematik serta
TVET (Pendidikan dan Latihan
Teknikal dan Vokasional) yang
diusahakan secara gigih oleh
(Timbalan Perdana Menteri) Da-
tuk Seri (Dr Ahmad) Zahid
(Hamidi) untuk meningkatkan
keupayaan mereka,” Katanya.

Anwar beramah mesra dengan Mohd Ali pada m
Méluka kelmarin. Yang turut hadir Ahmad Zahrd dart Ab Rauf (kiri).

Beliau berkata demikisn keti-

‘ka berucap pada Majlis Sambu-

tan Aidilfitri MADANI 2024 pe-
ringkat negeri Melaka di Pusat
Dagangan Antarabangsa Melaka
(MITC) Ayer Keroh di sini, ma-
lam kelmarin.
Turut hadir Yang di-Pertua Ne-
gerl. Tun Mohd Ali Mohd Rus-
tam; Ahmad Zahid; Ketua Men-
teri Datuk Seri Ab Rauf Yusoh

serta Menteri Sumber Manusia,,

Steven Sim.

Henti bahas perkara remeh 88
Dalam pada itu, Perdana Menteri

Sambutan Aidil|

LS

'menegaskanMaIawsla akan terus

Kketinggalan dalam bidang tekni-
Kkal, digital dan semikonduktor
yang diperlukan dunia ketika ini

a dalam Kalangan ma-
syarakat masih tidak berlmsuda
han membahaskan perkara re-

- meh.

Beliau berkata, sikap sedemi-
kian bukan hanya merencatkan
usaha memperkasa bidang ber-
kenaan yang semakin mendapat
permintaan tinggi, malah juga
merugikan negara.

“Jangan Kita terus perbahas-
kan hal remeh yang tidak ber-

kesudahan (sebaliknya) tumpu
manfaat waktu untuk mendidik
anak kita.

“Penuhi ruang lapang dengan

-pendidikan dan ilmu Kerana ne-

gara memerlukan tenaga baharu
(selain) memeriukan anak-anak
yang mahir dan pakar dalam tek-
nologi maklumat (IT),

digital serta kejuruteraan semi-
konduktor:

“Jadi, ini semua harus Kita si-
apkan dengan peluang yang ter-
lalu banyak Kketika ini," kata-
nya

Perdana Menteri berkata, be-

MADANI 2024 penngkat negeri Melaka da Pusat Dagangan Antarabangsa

(Foto BERNAMA)

liau benar-benar mengharapkan

supaya perubahan sikap dan

minda semua pihak untuk meng-
elak daripada negara terus ke-
tinggalan.

“Kalau tidak (berubah) kita
akan ketinggalan kerana kita ha-
rus bertempur dalam hal yang
titik bingit, berlarutan bergaduh
dalam hal‘hal kecil dan mening-
galkan perkara pokok.

“(Tindakan itu menyebabkan)
kita ketinggalan, bukan sahaja
dalam kalangan kaum yang ber-
saing, tetapi dalam kalangan ne-
gara maju,” katanya.

BERITA HARIAN
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Pengurusan perubahan iklim tuntut
kerjasama strategik kerajaan, swasta

» Perkembangan sosial dan ekonomi tanpa
cakna terhadap alam sekitar boleh mendatangkan
musibah kepada alam sekitar dan musibah paling

~ terkesan dirasai perubahan cuaca

» Penyerahan

tanggungjawab kepada pelbagai ":‘“\‘-\

pihak dapat mengurangkan tekanan kepada
kerajaan dalam usaha mencapai
kelestarian alam sekitar

| T U,

Oleh Dr Nik Nor Rahimah
Nik Ab Rahim
bhrencana@bh.com.my

Mencapai kelestarian alam sekitar ada-
lah tanggungjawab bersama bagi menge-
kalkan kualiti alam sekitar jangka masa
_panjang. Ia membabitkan inisiatif untuk
menyeimbangkan antara eksploitasi

dan pemuliharaan alam sekitar supaya
generasi masa kini serta masa hadapan
dapat sama-sama menikmati manfaat
alam sekitar.

Kelestarian alam sekitar adalah satu
daripada aspek Matlamat Pembangunan
Mampan (SDG), merangkumi aspek alam

sekitar, ekonomi dan sosial. Ketiga-tiga as-
pek kelestarian ini saling berhubungkait, sekali
gus memerlukan peranan bersama pelbagai pihak
untuk mencapainya.

Dalam menongkah arus perubahan sosial dan
ekonomi terhasil daripada proses urbanisasi
serta perkembangan ekonomi melalui pelbagai
sektor, kawasan setempat mulai berasakan peru-
bahan cuaca. Sebagai contoh, pertambahan pen-
duduk di bandar akan menggiatkan lagi ekonomi
setempat, seterusnya ekonomi negara.

Perkembangan aspek sosial dan ekonomi
ini adalah petunjuk baik untuk meningkatkan
kualiti hidup individu mahupun negara. Namun,
adakah perkembangan ini memadai untuk keles
tarian alam sekitar.

Perkembangan sosial dan ekonomi tanpa
cakna terhadap alam sekitar boleh mendatangkan
musibah kepada alam sekitar. Musibah paling
terkesan dan sedang dirasai sekarang adalah
perubahan cuaca.

Asal-usul isu perubahan cuaca masa Kini
berkait rapat dengan pengembangan aktiviti
ekonomi seperti percambahan sektor pembuatan,
perlombongan, pertanian dan perkhidmatan.

Perkembangan aktiviti ekunoml lazimnya

4
i

Pensyarah

Jabatan Alam
Sekitar, Fakulti
Perhutanan dan
Alam Sekitar, UPM

_sesuatu yang mudah. Ia memerlukan cantuman

‘semua yang terbabit dalam mencapai objektif

membabitkan eksploitasi sumber asli dan pem-
buangan sisa buangan berlebihan. Peningkatan
suhu kerana penggondolan hutan untuk pembu-
kaan kawasan baharu menyebabkan ketidaksta-
bilan atmosfera mendorong kepada kejadian ribut
petir.

Pelepasan gas rumah hijau dari industri
pembuatan menyebabkan peningkatan suhu
setempat. Penghasilan jubin marmar daripada
tarahan bukit bukau mendedahkan kawasan
penempatan dengan angin ribut. Pelepasan sisa
buangan mengandungi bahan kimia dari industri
mencemarkan sungai.

‘Musibah cuaca ini nampa.k kecil jika berlaku
di skala setempat, namun jika berlaku jangka
masa panjang secara berterusan, maka semakin
banyak perubahan cuaca berlaku. Kini negara
menerima musim hujan berlanjutan, kejadian
ribut petir lebih kerap, hujan lebat menyebabkan
banjir dan fenomena panas melampai.

Perubahan cuaca ini tidak asing bagi negara
rancak aktiviti ekonominya pada skala besar,
akan membabitkan perubahan secara global
lebih dikenali sebagal perubahan iklim.

Kelestarian alam sekitar untuk masa depan
Kita tidak dapat menyekat perkembangan sosial
dan ekonomi demi manfaat kualiti hidup generasi.
masa kinidan masa hadapan. Namun, kita juga
memerlukan kelestarian alam sekitar supaya
manfaat alam sekitar dapat dinikmati untuk
jangka masa panjang.

‘Bagi mencapai kelestarian alam sekitar bukan

idea, inisiatif dan kerjasama pelbagai pihak.
Definisi pelbagai pihak ini merujuk kepada

kelestarian alam sekitar. -

Mereka adalah golongan mempunyai peranan
tersendiri, seperti kerajaan selaku pembuat dan
pelaksana dasar negara, pihak industri sebagai

penggerak inisiatif dan masyarakat.

Kerajaan adalah lapisan teratas organi-
sasi sesehuah negara yang akan menentukan
hala tuju pembangunan negara. Pada 1970-an,
kekayaan sumber asli dan ketersediaan tenaga
kerja membolehkan Malaysia berkembang dalam
‘industri pembuatan.

Sebagai langkah pengawalan pencemaran
alam sekitar, kerajaan menguatkuasakan Akta
Kualiti Alam Sekeliling 1974 bagi mengekang:
isu pencemaran terhasil daripada kebanyakan
industri.

Dasar kerajaan juga secara umumnya, melalui
Rancangan Malaysia diperbaharui setiap lima
tahun bagi menyaingi cabaran semasa. Melalui
Rancangan Malaysia Ke-12 (RMK12), kerajaan
memberi penekanan kepada agenda pembangu-
nan hijau bagi memastikan perancangan pem-
bangunan negara mengambil kira kelestarian
alam sekitar.

Tidak lagi menjadi penggalas utama tanggung-
jawab, kerajaan mengalih strategi perancangan
menuju kelestarian alam sekitar dengan penyer-
taan lebih meluas pihak industri, pertubuhan
dan masyarakat.

Pelbagai program dilaksana
Kerajaan mengadakan pelbagai program bagi
menyeimbangkan perkembangan alam sekitar,
sosial dan ekonomi. Antara program terkini
dilaksanakan adalah kempen 'Penanaman 100
Juta Pokok' yang mendapat sambutan pelbagai
industri menerusi tanggungjawab sosial korporat
(CSR) mereka,

Program ‘Rakan Alam Sekitar' pula adalah
inisiatif untuk membabitkan masyarakat dalam
aktiviti pemuliharaan alam sekitar dengan mem-
beri mereka platform membuat aduan mengenai
pencemaran dan puncanya seperti pelupusan
Ll]aram sisa buangan, pencemaran air, udara dan

am
Penyerahan tanggungjawab kepada pelbagai

pemangkin ekonomi negara, pertubuhan selaku

§ dalam pengurusan kendiri seperti pengawalan
& pelepasan gas rumah hijau dan sisa buangan.

pihak mengurangkan tekanan kepada kerajaan
dalam usaha mencapai kelestarian alam sekitar,
lebih-lebih lagi dalam menyaingi cabaran peruba-
“han iklim.

Pihak industri menjadilebih proaktif .

Disamping memenuhi matlamat utama mencari
keuntungan dalam perniagaan, mereka juga ran-
cak menggalas tanggungjawab Korporat melalui
pelbagai projek CSR untuk melindungi alam
sekitar dan menjamin kehidupan sosial.

Sebenarnya, masih banyak lagi ruang untuk
menggalakkan kerjasama pelbagai pihak dalam
mencapai kelestarian alam sekitar antaranya
dengan pelaksanaan menyeluruh prinsip Alam
Sekitar, Sosial dan Kerajaan (ESG) dalam indus-
tri, pengenalan cukai karbon yang bukan sahaja
menambah pendapatan negara malah merealisa-
. sikan misi negara bebas karbon menjelang 2050.

Apa yang pasti, kelestarian alam sekitar
adalah tanggungjawab bersama lebih-lebih lagi
dalam menyaingi cabaran perubahan iklim. Ker-
jasama setiap pihak akan menerapkan budaya
kelestarian bagi mengekalkan kualiti alam seki-
tar untuk generasi hari'ini dan akan datang.

BERITA HARIAN
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MADANI ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK
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UK and U'S lnvestors
appreuate Ma[ays:a S

coupled ‘withpol : ;
have slgniﬁuantly bolsteredume
confidence of potential investors
in the Unite

was the general sen

nered from his engagem ntsw{ I
bankers, analysts and prospec- |
tive investors at the 2024 Spring
Meetings of the Boards of Gov-
ernors of the International Mon
etary Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank Group (WBG) in Was =

nance Minis
HIGH COMMISSION IN L
ton, D, .,aswellasinvesmrmeet— \ :

ppormnltiemfér uur people, he

traits Tir i
cruclal to pmvjdp_ t'orelgn in

pr
dates on the de ves such as' the Natlonal

. Energy Transition -
‘Roadmap and the

- New Industrial
. Master Plan 2030,

- in transitioning

Malaysia to an
. economy driven by
~ high-value indus—
tries.
- Investors, he said,
‘recognise that
cial Malaysia strategi-

) cally leverages its
existing strengths

pie
' economic pie but

ing effo also on u Hfﬁﬂg

Datuk Seri Aﬁwar"lb
tract investments to Malaysla. g
“These engagements allow Us  to s
to showcase and explain the on-
going transformation and re-
untry, instill-

‘into unfamiliar ter-
ritory.

' nomic approach is
~ built upon estab-

Amir Hamznh said he and hls ‘ - lished strengths,

delegation, during their visit, al-
so miet with rating sgenclw such
as Standard and Poor's, Moody’s
_and Fitch to provide updates on
Malaysia's latest developments.
“The increased understanding

s[gniﬂcaut strides in. econ
transformation. Pointing to the : z
record-high approved invest- als rove their HvelihOOdS‘
ments for 2023 amounting to and creating | better emplnyment
RM329.5 billion, Amir Hamzah_ . prospects.

attributed this success to ~ “The introduc'don of new in-
Malaysia’s clarity, stability, and dustries into the country will re-

sectors, where Malaysia holds a
prominent positlon as a leader,”
hesaid.

Malaysia, he said, has over the

\_cturerefonﬂgu sult'§ anbmaderspecuumonub'-

. which were plvotal

_ rather than venture

“Qur new eco- .

] ‘particularly in the
'-electmnics and semiconductor:

TEL B T B W &
past decade also made substan-
tial' investments to enhance its
digital infrastructure and bolster

~the fibre industry, among other

key initiatives.
‘These efforts, he added, have
significantly upgraded the busi-

‘ness environment for foreign en-

terprises operating in Malaysia.
“We've witnessed a notable in-

flux of investments, particularly

in the field of artificial intelli-

 gence, already available in

Malaysia. Equally important is
investors’ confidence' in oH®
workforce’s capabilities to navi-
gate challenges within these sec-
tors, paving the way for further
advancements.

“Additionally, they recognise
the potential to contribute to up-
skilling initiatives for our work-
force,” he said.

On Malaysia’s ‘transition to a
new era, Amir Hamzah said there
is a resurgence in interest from
businesses looking to establish
operations in the country.

This, he said, reflected a grow-
ing recognition of Malaysia’s eco-
nomic evolution and its attrac-
tiveness as a destination for busi-
ness ventures.

NEW STRAITS TI
Tarikh: é& %%{S

® seesesasrsesesssssssnssscanses



ADDRESSING HIGH EXCHANGE RATES

R

LONG-TERM
SOLUTIONS FOR
THE RINGGIT

ALAYSIA has been

grappling with high

exchange rates over

the past two years,
leading to not only an increase in
the cost of living, but also
prompting many young people to
seek better income opportunities
in other nations like Singapore
and Australia.

Some economists and politi-
cians are urging our government
to bolster the value of the ringgit
and take all necessary steps to
attract investment flows to
Malaysia, as well as accelerate
structural changes.

While these measures are com-
mendable, they are primarily
short term.

To effectively address the issue,
we must first grasp its underlying
complexities.

Understanding the dynamics
of exchange rates entails ac-
knowledging the fundamental
principles of economics.

According to Economics 101,
the value of a local currency vis-
a-vis foreign currency hinges on
the demand and supply of the
local currency in relation to the
foreign currency. If the demand
for the ringgit surpasses the US
dollar, the ringgit’s value will ap-
preciate, and vice versa.

So, how can we stimulate
greater demand for the ringgit?

One solution lies in Malaysians
reducing their spending on for-
eign goods and services while en-

PROFESSOR DR TAN
PECK LEONG

couraging foreigners to spend
more on Malaysian goods and
services.

This can be discerned from the
Malaysia balance of payment ac-
count, which records the flow of
money in and out of the country
and reveals whether Malaysians
are net spenders on foreign goods
and services or vice versa.

Such insights; help policymak-
ers in devising long-term strate-
gies to fortify our exchange rate.

It's crucial to remember the
tenet of economic policy 101:
while everything can change in
the longrun, there are limitations
to changes that can be made in
the short run.

The challenge lies in our
propensity for instant gratifica-
tion.

Much like treating frequent mi-
graines with painkillers provides
temporary relief, but fails to ad-

PIC BY/AIZUDDIN SAAD

dress the underlying cause,
short-term fixes for high ex-
change rates offer fleeting respite
without tackling the root issues.

Similarly, to tackle our high ex-
change rate problem effectively,
we need enduring solutions.

The root causes can be iden-
tified in Malaysia's: balance of
payment accounts, and a close
examination of last year’s bal-
ance of payments account, as
well as the preceding three years,
reveals glaring issues that de-
mand attention in the long run.

Firstly, while Malaysia main-
tains ‘a: positive balance in the
production of goods for export
compared with imports, the sur-
plus remains stagnant.

This stagnation is primarily at-
tributed to our reliance on ex-
ports of crude oils and palm oils.

To sustainably increase ex-
ports, we must diversify our pro-
duction to include goods in high
demand globally, particularly
technology-related products.

Achieving this requires a ro-
bust human capital development
policy and a thorough reevalu-
ation of our education system.

Secondly, the production of

services by Malaysians for for-
eigners lags behind demand for
overseas services, resulting in a
negative net contribution to our
balance of payments for the past
three 'years. Although there has
been. a reduction in these neg-
ative contributions, they still
amgounted ‘to RM30 billion last

ear.

The focus should be on culti-
vating skilled workers who can
provide high-quality services, es-
pecially in transportation.

Upgrading Malaysia’s airports
and seaports to serve as hubs for
Asia can also’ significantly en-
hance our service sector.

Thirdly, the primary incomes
section in the balance of pay-
ments reveals a deficit, with pay-
ments for expatriates outstrip-
ping receipts by Malaysians.

This indicates a shortage of
highly skilled: workers' serving
multinational or international
companies. We must stem the
brain drain and elevate the qual-
ity of our human capital to meet
the demands of the global job
market.

Lastly, the secondary income
section shows a negative contri-

The value of a local currency v'Is-d-is foreign currency hinges on the demand and supply. For example, if

demand for the ringgit surpasses that of the US dollar, the ringgit's value will appreciate, and vice versa.

bution due to remittances sent
abroad by Malaysian workers, in-
dicating an over-reliance on for-
eign labour.

This underscores the urgency
of transitioning to automation
and encouraging locals to fill low-
skilled positions.

These four key areas play piv-
otal roles in determining demand
for the ringgit and consequently
influencing the exchange rate.

It's imperative to focus on long-
term solutions rather than quick
fixes like boosting foreign invest-
ment, which may prove tran-
sient.

We must prioritise initiatives
that bolster human capital devel-
opment and enact effective gov-
ernance and laws to foster growth
and retention of talent.

As James Clarke aptly put it, a
statesman thinks about the next
generation, not just the next elec-
tion. All policymakers must act
as good statesmen, for Malaysia’s
future lies in their hands.

The writer is a professor teaching at
the Arshad Ayub Graduate Business
School in University Teknologi MARA
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