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DBKL orders operator
to vacate gq)vt Iand el
Kepong

By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@mwtamom my.

THE operator of premises hous-
ing heavy machinery whichis
illegally occupying government  site f i T
Iandeepong,Kua]aI. wpur, | dresse
has until May 25 to vacate :

‘The premises is located a the.
roundabout between Jalan
Udang. Kepai. nd Jalan
Mﬂrxas

A Kuala Lumpm' City Hall ¢
EDBKL) letter dated March 27 -
obtained by StarMetro said that g me | at ;
ﬂlelncalaumomyu:genﬂy : iing StarMetro’s g iste fro  premise e ) e

needed to use the site.
- It stated ﬂ:;nt :laﬂcgon would -
taken ‘upon deadline and-'-.
DBKL would bill the gxplry :
for any costs involved:
“Kuala Lumpur mayor |
Seri. Kama.mlzaman Mat
will not he responsible fo m
property damage sustained o
during the operation,” the state- \
ment added. idangering m o
The letter also said a simj]ar There were alsa Concerns
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By RA mvaamu s
rahlrnyr@mestari:om_m

men]r;;;llt, buil alrse;ulzr fin \;hat ]
our an readers
are speclﬁcally reading. he said
during the
ewéfoams‘

Star Media Gruup (SMG) chlef - impo 0 knov nee, it is imports 3 ued to rely on social media
content officer Daf tka. members of the die data to dev w are ( platforms to drive traffic to their

! ] ] 3 > ¢ ATTRIBEET 4 sites and how to pivot from it,
€ ) ~ Ostrem said that perhaps news
. organisations can find new and
~ innovative ways to attract reader-
ship and traﬂig:—’hd" their sites.

tions
rting yesterday. 3 ; shoﬁl | find strategic ways to

Orgamsed by the World‘ 2 dmifi! readéls“habits and’:nbt
Association of News Publishers

X O enl 4t 3 :

(WAN-TFRA), the eventhas beena 10y > h- ,would it just er she]:"‘a}%lﬁ haliaves that Iuyal

pivotal platform for transforma- tinget Norway, curre) ne: _ readers are much more valuable

tion in the news media industry Media house that covers national  loyal’ : (g than regular visitors and they

since its inception in 2009. and European politics, said that  ‘Asked about hm'views uhihuw can become “huge supporters of
Meanwlﬂle, Dnscollalsonuted based on her personal experi- many media mmpanles contin-  your organisation”.
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Shining spotlight on supermums

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my P

EIGHT mothers, whose courage
and tireless dedication ensured
their children with special
needs have access to opportuni-
ties and care, were honoured
with the Anugerah Ibu Kiwanis
2024,

Kiwanis Malaysia district
governor Michael Chiew said “a
mother’s love knows no
bounds”.

“I am overwhelmed and
moved after having se?i?ken to
mothers who have essly
dedicated themselves to enrich-
ing their children’s lives while
insplring other parents,' he

'I'he mothers were feted at the
awards ceremony, themed
“Recognising Special Mothers”,
which was held at a hotel in
Shah Alam.

The event was graced by
Sultan of Selangor Sultan
Sharafuddin Idris Shah and,ﬁ
Tengku Permaisuri of Se
Tengku Permaisuri Noras

The awards were given to Sia
Siew Chin, Zaharah Ali, Cordelia
Lee Suet Fun, Tan Ken Moi, Wan
Noriah Wan Ramli, Chia Gek
Hong, Hanizan Hussin and Prof
Dr Loke Siew Phaik.

Despite her own physical
limitations, wheelchair-bound
Sia, 58, tirelessly ensured the
well-heing and growth of her
daughter Ng Pui Yarn, 25, and
son Ng Tin Yarn, 18, embodying
resilience and selflessness in
her caregi role..

“Armed with hope and a

maother’s love, I have soldiered

on to care for Pui Yarn, who has

muscular dystrophy, a cordition |
that causes progressive. mus::leﬁ :

weakness and Tin Yarn, who
es with a le and

struggl arning i
attenﬁon deﬁcit djsorder," she B
said. £
Sia added that she not bnly :

tended to their physical needs
but also their intellectual and -
emotional development.

“T engage in tutoring and

- Pui Yarn and Tin
 educational support

- was horn with Down Syndro
“her five chﬂdren asa single .

rnentorlng activiﬂes to ensure.

‘need.
“For their mental w

actively encourage activities

that stimulate their minds and

promote overall health,” she
said.

Sia added that Pui Yarn was
slow in learning but was doing
her first year in law studies.

Sia’s resilience shines thro

ugh
as she believes that with a Iot nE

patience and hope. all wﬂlhe :

* good.

Zaharah, whose youngestsun

said she had persevered to raise

mnther

amgeuhe
‘being, 1

Wheelchair-bound Sia

- strong spirit.
- “I'have to have a. slmng spi.rit
‘to be able to encourage my chil-

ed dren to be independent and face

hirn ina reﬁ‘ihll!faii’ thi * the challenges of life with | perse-
programme at Kiwanis and its ~ verance,” she said.
Community Rehabilitation As for Lee, her son Patm:k
Centre until he was seven. Gong Heshan, seven, was diag-
During such difficult times, nosed with Alagille syndrome, a
rare genetic disease affecting

Zaharah said one must have a

isers and Kiwanis members. — Photos: RAJA FAISAL HISHAN/The Star

essly tends to the needs of her two specia
childre’n despite her own physical limitations.

multiple systems in the body,
including the liver and heart.
“Initially, I was devastated but
T decided to focus on ensuring
my son leads a fulfilling life.
“T began empowering Patrick
from a young age, using creativ-

2\; Kudos to eight mothers for exemplary care of their spec:al needs chlldren

including one titled Never Give
Up as I want to build resilience
and helief in Patrick” said Lee,
‘who has become a pillar of sup-
port for mothers with special
needs children.

“I offer words of encourage-
ment, give out handmade sock
dolls and even conduct sock doll
classes to uplift and empower
other mothers.

“Simple actions like this
inspire hope among families
facéng similar challenges,” she
sai

Kiwanis Malaysia Academy.
chairman Datuk Fatimah Saad
said the award acknnwledsed
the struggles, sacrifices an
devotion of mothers who bring
up their special needs children.

“A mother’s love reflects that
unconditional bond.

“All are inspiring examples of
how mothers or parents bravely
persist and overcome obstacles
to obtain care that their chil-
dren need and should receive,”
added Fatimah.

ity and music to uplift and Each recipier-nt received
encourage him. - RM5,000 cash as well as other
i | have written two songs, prizes.
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’ (Aﬁuve) Tan (left) and aﬁother RT member checking out a house
| with its gate left open.

 (Left) SS14 Gycle Ronda Team's Tan (third from right), John (to his -
right) and other residents at the RT cabin at Padang Assam Park

Riding

before patrolling their neighbourhood in Subang Jaya. — Photos:
 GLENN GUAN/The Star ; (N

urhood safety

‘ - 2 Lol i
: AR : A - : i oA
SS14 residents’ bicycle patrols continue to. play part in community policing ~ *'¢
By EDWARD RAJENDRA from 8.30pm. . be closer to the people they sandwiched between New group that alerts them if th
edward@thestar.com.my. “Our team rides through the were watching out for. Pantai Expressway (NPE) to . gates are left open,” he said
> residential areas, along sho Being on hikes also gave bet-  the north, Shah Alam Express- John urged more resident
BICYCLE patrols in 5514 lots, back lanes and the m * ter access into several parksin  way (Kesas) to the south, Persia-  be part of the team as the a
Subang Jaya, Selangor, are a road of Jalan S514/1 where the the area and encouraged con- ran Kewajipan to the east and ty promoted a healthy lifest
weekly sight as the residential LRT §S18 station borders S514. versation with residents, he Persiaran Jengka to the west. “With more volunteers w
area’s Rukun Tetangga (RT) - “We go past the LRT station to  said. X : “Our neighbourhood is well- increase the frequency of
teams patrol the streets to keep watch for office workers “Our 5514 RT wants tocreate  planned as the roads are mostly  patrols,” he said.
ensure safety. wi home. a connection with the peopleso  laid out in a grid with properties Alliance for Safe Commu
The Cycle Ronda Team has “While onpatrol, if our team  that if something were to occur,  facing north-south or east-west.  chairman Tan Sri Lee Lam |
resident-volunteers in two spots any suspicious characters  they will tell us as they know *  “The area comprises mostly commended the §514 RT’s
teams of four. : seated in cars with engines who we are,” he said. residential properties with sev-  efforts to improve commun
They play a crucial part in idling, we will approach and ask Victor Choo, who founded the  eral rows of shoplots fronting relations and help keep the
community policing to help if they need directions. . bicycle patrol in 2018, is glad main roads and three schools,”  safe.
keep the neighbourhood safe. “This usually prompts them to  that the patrols are still'being he said. “One of the biggest advar
$514 RT member Dr Chris- drive away. If the vehicle is still  carried out as the aimis to cre- John said he supported the es of a bicycle patrolis its a
topher Tan, who leads the in the area, we will call the ate visibility and to respond bicycle patrols as they were to navigate swiftly around
bicycle patrol, said every police,” he said. promptly to residents’ needs. - environmentally friendly. neighbourhood. :
Tuesday the team covered about Tan, a pharmacist, said being $514 RT chairman John “New residents are pleasantly “More residents should b
7km in about an hour starting on a bicycle allowed the team'to  Zachariah said the area was surprised to learn of a dedicated  part of the team,” he said.
THE STAR
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dalam, teknologi itu sebenarnya boleh
meningkatkan kreativiti serta kemampuan
pelajar,” jelas beliau.

‘Tambahnya, pengajar boleh meng-
i ~ ubah kaedah pengajaran dan pembelajar-
h Kana osial  andemi memastikan teknologi Al diguna-
usiaan, Teknologi  kan oleh pelajar untuk membantu mereka
‘Mohd adzil Abdul Hanid ~ dalam penyelesaian masalah dan bukan-
a o nya mengharapkan jawapan secara terus.

“Sesi pengajaran dan pembelajaran
perlu difokuskan kepada kemampuan
yang tidak mudah digantikan oleh Al se-

/a yang m a g ke erdapa o ungan terhadap h  perti kreativiti, empati dan kemampuan
cukup: eﬁsien. a { ar jaya al U dar E i [ !  interpersonal, manakala dalam penilaian
Prerniqm. 1 b I K : ri a @Al atau penaksiran, soalan perlu mempunyai

Ujarnya, antara kelemahan Al d Kera *'s untuk (  elemen-elemen berfikir secara kritikal da-
pendidikan adalah apabila pelajar enjimatkan’ ; n pe { ng | lam penyelesaian masalah,” katanya.
SINAR HARIAN
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SHAH ALAM - Lima peniawat
awam sebuah pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT) direman tiga hari
. bagi membantu siasatan kes sua-

pan berkaitan kerja pembersihan

antara 2018 hingga 2020.

Tempoh reman bermula se-
malam terhadap semua suspek
termasuk seorang wanitaberusia
32 hingga 42 tahun itu dikeluar-
kan Majistret Muhammad Syafiq
Sulaiman..

Sumber berkata, mereka ter-
dahulu ditahan kira‘kira pukul

3.30 petang kelmarin di qunbat 8

Suruhanjaya Pencegahan Rasuah
Ma]gysia(smml :

' Katanya, semua individu itu
disyaki menerima wang suapan

antara RM3,000 hingga RM15,000

vang dimasukkan ke akaun
peribadi masing-masing.
“Suapan itu sebagai balasan
supaya tidak mengenakan pemo-
tongan bayaran kepada kontrak-
tor bagi kerja kontrak pembersi-
han disebuah PET.
“Kelima-lima suspek dibenar-

34»

kan reman tiga hari sehingga Ju-

maat ini bagi membantu siasatan
kes itu," katanya.

Terdahulu, semua suspek
yang memakai baju lokap jingga
tiba di mahkamah dengan dika-
wal ketat pegawal SPRM, kira-
kira pukul 9.40 pagi.

Sementara itu, Pengarah
SPRM Selangor, Datuk Alias
Salim ketika dihubungi menge-
sahkan perkara berkenaan dan
kes disiasat mengikut Seksyen 17

' (@) Akta SPRM 2009.
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Bidang IT, ICT peneraju pasaran

kerja, tawar pendapatan lumayan

» Dorongan transformasi digital kerajaan
menyebabkan industri komputer, teknologi
maklumat dan komunikasi (ICT) menunjukkan

permintaan semakin meningkat

e Ketika Malaysia bergerak ke arah transformasi

digital, permintaan untuk bakat IT semakin meningkat,

sekali gus membawa kepada peningkatan gaji
median dalam industri terbabit

%“7.9\“

) [T

Pengarah Pusat

Pembelajaran
Berterusan dan
Akreditasi
Pembelajaran
‘Berasaskan
Pengalaman
Terdahulu (APEL),

Universiti Tun'

Hussein Onn

Malaysia (UTHM)

0leh Dr Noor Zuraidin Mohd Safar

bhrencana@bh.com.my

Menurut Sorotan Pasaran Buruh, Suku
Keempat 2023 Kementerian Ekonomi,

di bawah Jabatan Perangkaan, pekerja
dalam sektor perkhidmatan di Malaysia -

 menyumbang lebih dua pertiga ekonomi
‘jaitu sebanyak 67 peratus atau kira-kira

4.5 juta orang. Gaji bulanan median
adalah RM2,600 pada September 2023,
meningkat 4.0 peratus daripada tahun
sebelumnya.

* Subsektor Kewangan dan Insurans
memiliki gaji bulanan median tertinggi
iaitu RM5,700, diikuti Komunikasi dan
Maklumat sebanyak RM4,982. Pertum-
buhan gaji bulanan median tertinggi
dicatatkan Subsektor Komunikasi dan
Maklumat pada September 2023 adalah
10 peratus.

Transformasi digital digarap dari-

pada Rangka Tindakan Ekonomi Digital
Malaysia menyatakan menjelang 2025, ekonomi
digital dijangka menyumbang 23 peratus kepada
Keluaran Dalam Negara Kasar (KDNK) dengan
mewujudkan 500,000 pekerjaan baharu, akses
internet untuk setiap isi rumah dan akses leng-
kap persekitaran pembelajaran dalam talian.

Galakan daripada kerajaan menjadikan
pertumbuhan gaji Subsektor Komunikasi dan
Maklumat meningkat. Dorongan transformasi
digital kerajaan menyebabkan industri kompu-
ter, teknologimaklumat dan komunikasi (ICT)
menunjukkan permintaan semakin meningkat.

Berdasarkan Laporan Panduan Gaji 2023 diter-
bitkan platform pekerjaan dalam talian terke-
muka, sektor itu muncul sebagai peneraju dalam
pasaran kerja Malaysia, dengan peningkatan 28
peratus dalam gaji median dan merekodkan gaji
median tertinggi. ; ]

Pertumbuthan gaji ini menandakan ia bidang
paling berkembang pesat di Malaysia. Oleh
itu, majikan mengambil bakat teknologi perlu
menawarkan gaji kompetitif untuk bersaing den-
gan permintaan tempatan dan global semakin
meningkat.

Memahami landskap kerjaya berasaskan kom-
puter, ICT adalah elemen penting untuk individu,
organisasi dan industri bergerak seiring dengan
evolusi teknologi maklumat (IT) yang cepat
berkembang dan dinamik. A

Antara contoh pekerjaan berasaskan kompu-
ter dan IGT mendominasi tawaran pekerjaan ada-
1ah Saintis Penyelidikan Komputer dan Maklu-
mat, Arkitek Rangkaian Komputer, Pembangun
Perisian, Penganalisis Jaminan Kualiti dan
Penguji, Pentadbir dan Arkitek Pangkalan Data,
Penganalisis Keselamatan Maklumat, Pengana-
lisis Sistem Komputer, Pengaturcara Komputer,
Pembangun Web dan Pereka Digital, Pentadbir
Rangkaian dan Sistem Komputer serta Pak
Sokongan Komputer..

ar

Bermakna, Indiw;iziu perlu melengkapkan diri

pasaran kerjaya. Maka, perancangan awal amat
perlu dalam merealisasikan tujuanini.

Sebagai permulaan untuk laluan kerjaya
berasaskan IT, jawatan di peringkat permulaan’
seperti Pakar Sokongan IT atau wakil Perkhid-
‘matan Pelanggan boleh dijadikan platform untuk
mendapatkan pengetahuan dan kemahiran asas.

Kemudian individu perlu membinaasas
kukuh terhadap aspek teknikal, termasuk mem-
peroleh Pensijilan Profesional berkaitan seperti
CompTIA A+, Microsoft Certified Fundamentals
dan memperoleh pengalaman praktikal melalui
latihan amali dan projek peribadi.

Pengkhususan dalam bidang seperti Sokongan
Meja Bantuan, Pentadbiran Rangkaian, Pemba-
ngunan Perisian atau Analisis Keselamatan
boleh diikuti apabila pengalaman dan pengeta-
huan berkembang. 3

Pensijilan lanjutan seperti Certified Informa-
| tion Systems Security Professional (CISSP), CISCO
Certified Network Associates (CCNA) dan pem-
belajaran berterusan lain melalui kursus dan
bengkel adalah penting untuk kemajuan kerjaya.

Pengajian formal di peringkat lebih tinggi
seperti diploma, sarjana muda, sarjana atau dok-
tor falsafah (PhD) tetap menjadi satu standard
kepada kelayakan formal dalam proses pengam-
bilan pekerja.

Peluang menyambung pengajian melalui
pengalaman terdahulu serta pelbagai medium
pembelajaran memberi laluan terbuka kepada
semua. Selain itu, hubungan dalam komuniti I'T,
sama ada di dalam dan luar talian serta mem-
bina profesional biodata pada platform media
sosial adalah penting untuk mendapat bim-
bingan, kerjasama dan perkembangan kerjaya
dalam industri IT.

~Mencipta peta hala tuju kerjaya IT membabit-
kan beberapa langkah utama, termasuk peni-
laian kendiri, penetapan matlamat dan memilih
pengkhususan,
 Maka, individu digalakkan menyelaraskan

matlamat dengan aspirasi peribadi, membayang-
kan peranan ideal individu dalam industri I'T, se-
lain perlu sentiasa mengemas kini pengetahuan
teknologi baharu yang muncul dan hubungan
dengan pakar atau profesional untuk mendapat-
kan pandangan laluan kerjaya berbeza.

Bijak pilih pengkhususan
Akhir sekali, memilih pengkhususan adalah
penting dalam merangka pelan hala tuju kerjaya
1T, Ini membabitkan penyelidikan pelbagai

' pengkhususan IT, memahami kemahiran dan

pensijilan diperlukan, mempertimbangkan
permintaan industri dan menyelaraskan minat
seseorang dengan peluang pekerjaan masa hada-

pan.

Faktor mempengaruhi pilihan laluan ker-
jaya, termasuk minat dan keinginan peribadi,
trend, permintaan industri dan kemahiran atau
kebolehan seseorang. Kerjaya selaras dengan
minat dan keinginan peribadi membawa kepada
motivasi, kepuasan dan kejayaan lebih tinggi.

Selain itu, mempunyai set kemahiran dan
kebolehan yang betul adalah penting untuk
kejayaan dalam pasaran kerja semakin kompe-
titif. Ini akan menghasilkan prestasi kerja lebih
baik, kepuasan kerja tinggi dan pertumbuhan

. profesional berterusan.

Ketika Malaysia bergerak ke arah transforma-
sidigital, permintaan untuk bakat IT semakin
meningkat, ini membawa kepada peningkatan
gaji median dalam industri terbabit.

Landskap kerjaya IT menawarkan pelbagai
peluang, daripada Saintis Penyelidikan kepada
‘Pentadbir Rangkaian dan Pembangun Web. 1a
{ndustri berkembang disebabkan pengkompute-
ran awan dan kemajuan AL

Dengan memahami landskap IT dan mem-
buat pilihan kerjaya, individu boleh mengemudi
laluan kerjaya mereka dengan berkesan dan
mencapai kejayaan dalam pasaran kerja yang

dan bersedia ke arah memenuhi keperluan tekni-
kal dan kemahiran kendiri terhadap permintaan "

BERITA HARIAN
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A RESERVE FOR EMERGENCIES
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EPF TO UNVEIL THIRD ACCOUNT
FOR CONTRIBUTORS TODAY

It will offer
members freedom
to withdraw funds
at any time

S. JOAN SANTANI
KUALA LUMPUR
bt@nst.com.my

HE Employees Provi-
dent Fund/(EPF) will an-
nounce the highly antic-
ipated Account 3 today,
offering flexibility to contribu-
tors in managing their savings.

It is learnt that a key feature of
Account 3 is the freedom to optin
or opt out.

It is also understood that EPF
members will be given a grace
period to decide on the arrange-
ment that will be made available
to them, starting today.

Among the three EPF accounts,
Account 1 — known' as Akaun
Persaraan — will be designated
for retirement savings, while Ac-
count 2, referred to as Akaun Se-
jahtera, will cater to withdrawals
for education, health and hous-
ing expenses.

Account 3, named Akaun Flek-

Starting from May, Employees Provident Fund contributors will see
their monthly contributions split three ways: 75 per cent for Account

1, 15 per cent for Account 2 and 10 per cent for Account 3. FILE PiC

sibel, will serve as a reserve for
emergencies.

Seventy per cent of EPF mem-
bers’ monthly contributions are
channelled into Account 1, which
cannot be accessed until after re-
tirement.

The other 30 per cent goes into
Account 2, which can be accessed
to pay for education, healthcare

and housing, as well as a partial
one-time withdrawal at age 50.
From May, the restructured sys-
tem will see monthly contribu-
tions split three ways: 75 per cent
will go into Account 1, 15 per cent
into Account 2 and 10 per cent
into Account 3.

Account 3 provides contribu-
tors with the flexibility to with-

draw funds at any time, similar to
a savings account,

EPF is considering allowing
members aiming to maximise
capital gains to transfer funds
from Account 3 to Account 2.

The introduction of Account 3
comes after four Covid-19 pan-
demic-related withdrawal pro-
grammes, which drained RM145
billion from the EPF.

As of December 2023, the pen-
sion fund’s investment assets
stood at RM1.13 trillion.

The New Straits Times recently
reported that members who opt
not to withdraw from Account 3
might receive a significantly low-
er “token” payout compared with
the dividends for Accounts 1 and
2

The EPF paid out RM57.8 bil-
lion in dividend to members for
2023, comprising a 5.5 per cent
dividend for members with the
conventional account and 5.4 per
cent for the syariah account.

It announced a dividend of 5.35
per cent for conventional ac-
counts and 4.75 per cent for syari-
ah accounts in 2022.

At the end of last year, the EPF
had 8.5 million active members.

Of these, 6.7 million have con-
ventional accounts, while the rest
are syariah account holders.
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MANUFACTURING SECTOR

1,802 PROJECTS
CARRIED OUT

2,386 schemes approved from 2021 to 2023,

says ministry

HE government has so far
implemented 1,802 pro-
jects, or 75.5 per cent of the

2,386 manufacturing pro-
Jects approved from 2021 to 2023.

Investment. Trade and Industry
Minister Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul
Tengku Abdul Aziz sald the 2,386
projects received the green light
from the Natlonal Committee on
Investments,

Atotal of 1,597 projectsare in the
inception stage and 205 are In the
construction or installation phases
to date,

‘Tengku Zafrul noted that 551
projects, or 23.1 per cent, are in the
planning stage and 33 projects, or
1.4 per cent, are not implemented
due to the companies' change of
strategy.

On the approved investments for
the firstquarter of 2024, he said the
figure will be announced in early
June.

The ministry also approved
RM60.5 billion worth of digital
investments in 2023,

From 2021 to 2023, the amount
approved totalled RM144.7 billion,
whereby datacentrestake up alion's
share of the total at RM114.7 billion.

Tengku Zafrul sald foreign media

" Qurtargetis
\ toexpand the
digital economy
to22.6 per.centof
GDP by 2025 with
efforts to improve.
Malaysia’s digital
transformation
toenhance
competitiveness. A
robust data centre
ecosystem will
support this growth
sustainably. When
you bring data czmres
intothe comm:y. B
be

TMKI.I MTUKSIN ZAFRUL
TMKUAIDULA!!I .

| Tras :
Indusiry M‘«hm— 4

ECONOMY

yesterday. BERNAMA PIC

“Althougharguably datacentres
contribute a small number of jobs,
‘what’s Important s they enable the
digital economy.” he told a press
conference on the ministry's first
quarter report card yesterday.

By end-2022, the digital economy
grew to RM205 billion, accounting
for 14 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP), with mainly e-com-

PEOPLE

merce and fintech charting the
h.

“QOur target is to expand the
digital economy to 22.6 per cent of
GDP by 2025 with effortstoimprove
Malaysia's digital transformation to
enhance competitiveness.

“A robust data centre ecosystem
will support this growth sustain-
ably. When you bring data centres
intothe country, there will be spillo-

) ! >
Investment. md‘emd‘mduury.\{fnlurr Tengku Duruks:r! z:.-ﬁ-ulm;ku awul.wz (second from left)y and nn!dalmr the mumung of the m'nl.m:n report mrd]orlhtj\m quarter

ver to other within the
ecosystem.

The 2021 saw RM3.4 billion
of approved digital investments.
This surged to RM80.8 billion in
2023.

On the electric vehicle sector,
Tengku Zafrul said 2,214 charging
stations were installed as of March
20. These are L.741AC chargers and
473 fast DC chargers.,

T
targetof10,000¢ charglng stationsby
end-2025.

On the electronics and electrical
sector upcycle, Tengku Zafrul said
Malaysia is poised to benefit from
the rising demand.

“Based on discussions with com-
panies, our export will goupasthey

INNOVATION

1f we look at the investments made
globally, thh upcycle will benefit
Malaysia.’

ngku Zafrul added that the
ministry Is concluding a free-trade
agreement (FTA) with the United
‘Arab Emlirates by June.

He sald itis the first. FTA with
the Middle Eastern country, adding

build up capacity the
demand from various industries.

thatitisa
partnership lsn:emenL
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JASSMINE SHADIGE
JOHOR BARU
news@nst.com.my

E country’s healthcare needs
to adopt policies that tackle
financial challenges and lay the
groundwork for future sustain-

ability and innavation.

Gleneagles Hospital Medini Johor
chief executive officer [EEO] Dr Kamal
Amzan, who is also IHH Healthcare
Malaysia regional CEO'[southern &
eastern| has called for the urgent need
to address current trajectory’of-the
country’s healthcare system.

" Hesald transformativeactionsanda
unified approachtosustainablereforms
are required to address escalating'
healthcare costs, widening disparitiesin
access and the risks of stymied innova=
tion, apparent in Malaysia’s healthcare:
system. 4

The reforms, he suggested, include
adopting a value-based'healtheare

* system that uses outcomes and patient
satisfaction to guide healthcare and
financing decisions.

He said without decisive health-
care reform in the next five to 10years,
medical treatments, hospital staysand
medications will become unaffordable
for the masses. X A |

“Malaysia risksa futurewhere qual=
ity healthcare is a privilege for the few
rather thana universal right. !

“If the healthcare growing gap inits

* availability and quality service is not
addressed soon, certain groups may
find it difficultto access healthcare ser-
vices due to factors such as economic
barriers, geographic isolation, or sys=
temic inequalities.

“The future of the country’s health-
carewill struggle undenthe weightofan
ageing population, burgeoning chronic
diseases, and insufficient resources to
meet the demands of its citizens,” he

He believes that by emulating suc-
cessful healthcare systems practised
by countries like Singapore, Taiwanand
Sweden, Malaysia too will beable tocre-
ate a fairand lasting healthcare system

said. for everyone.
Amongsustainable solutionistorep-
COMBININGSMART FINANCINGAND  licate Singapore’s healthcare financing

INNOVATIONS TO SPARK CHANGE
Malaysia's goalis a healthcare system -
known for its accessibility, quality and
resilience. g

Thesystem should embraceinnova- -
tion not only for its povelty but also for
its capacity ta deliver tangible benefi
ta patients, W AR

Dr Kamal said all Malaysians should
have access (o healthcare without wor—
rying about the cost. « = =

Uity e e s ¥o
The system helps maintain high-

costs. :
* modelis important as it minimises the

FRCDSSIL 3 et N LR T 5 L)

mpd:_al.whichhala\nceswh'a!h;bp!epaf:

themselveswithstpport fromthecom-

quality healthcare while managing its  §
Ak ;

_Dr Kamal added that the financing

rising risks of lawsuits and insurance

Gleneagles Hospital Medini.Johorchiefexecutive offi cerDr_'?(amal Amzan (right)in consultation withapatient.
PI% COURTESY OF GLENEAGLES HOSPITAL MEDINI JOHOR

-areboot

g et

alaysia’s healthcare
policies neec

b

G ~ Ifthe healthcare
~ growing gap

Lin its availability.
and quality service

is not addressed

. s00m, certain

groups may find it
difficult to access
healthcare services
due to fuctors

such as economic
barriers, geographic
isolation, or systemic
inequalities.

The future of the
country’s healthcare
will struggle under
the weight of an
ageing population,
burgeoning chronic
diseases, and
insufficient resources
‘to meet the demands
of its citizens.

 DRKAMALAMZAN
Gleneagles Hospital Medini
Johar chief executive officer

den’s system, where the'focus is on
patientoutcomnesand satisfactionwhen
making decisions about care and costs,

To make this happen, Malaysia
should build a strong data collection
andanalysis systern like Taiwan'sdigital
system, which allows for easy tracKinc
and understanding of patient outcomes

A FUTURE SHAPED BY FAIRNESS

AND KINDNESS
To achieve this transformative journey

Malaysia needs to create a plan that not on iate :
. financial challenges, but alsosets up a reliable healthcare system for

% 3
The healthcare system must ensure every Malaysian,

financial standing, can access the required care without worrying about
its cost.

- thefuture.

. sanal health savings accouints, govern-

menthelp forthosein needand regulat-
ed insurance, which creates aresilient
system that Malaysia should adopt:

Taiwan’'s digital health/ system,
includingits smart card system, makes.
healthcare delivery more efficient and
improves patient experienices,and Swe-
den’s Value-Driven Outcomes (VDO]
framework focuses on patient-centred
care and responsible healthcare spend-
ing.

VDO prioritises outcomesand patient
salisfaction in healthcare delivery and
finanging decisions.:

DrKamalsupportsa policyapproach
thatemphasiseslong-term sustainabil-
ity.andinnovation.

In addressing the need for change

despite their— inthe country’s healthcare system, he

said Malaysia needs strong datacollec-
tion and analysis, like Taiwan's digital

system, to track and analyse patient
outcomes.

Policies should also encourage the
use of new technologies and methods,
such as telemedicine and artificial
intelligence-driven diagnostic tools
to improve access, lower costs and
enhance the quality of care.

KEY POLICY PRIORITIES FOR
BETTER ACCESS, QUALITY AND
INNOVATION. = - - ' *

Dr Kamal envisions & healthcare sys-
teminwhicheveryMalaysian canget the
care they need without warrying about
financial hardship.

Malaysla needs to create a plan that
not only addressesimmediate financial
challenges but also sets up a reliable
healthcare system for the future.

Thisinvolvesadopting avalue-based
healthcare approach similar. to Swe-

Malaysia's healthcare system require:
a clear vision to achieve its Key goal -
to createla healthcare system that i
accessible, ofhigh quality and¥@silient

“The system should adopt innova
tions and technologies, and embrace |
for its genuine benefits lo patients, nc
just because itis new,” said Dr Kamal

He said the healthcare system mus
ensure every Malaysian, despite thei
financial standing, can access th
required care without worrying abot
its cost. g

He believes that Malaysiais commil
ted to protecting the health and wellbe
ing of her-people, while it reforms th
healthcare system sustainability f
future generation.

Despite obstacles and challenge
with proper planning and determinatio
ahealthcaresystemwhere Malaysian
health and wellbeing are safeguarde
as cornerstones of national prosperit
is achievable.

NEW STRAITS TIMES



s

NEW STRAITS TIMES -



!r
|

His Majesty Sultan Torahim, King of Malaysia, greeting visitors at the

National* Unity Ministry’
yesterda) NAMA PIC

oo
graces Unity Ministry's
\aya open house

King
qu.?f

PUTRAJAYA: His Majesty Sultan
Ibrahim, King of Malaysia, graced
the National Unity Ministry’s
Hari Raya Aidilfitri open house
hereyesterday. I
‘Sultan Ibrahim, wearing a
navy-coloured shirt, spent about

| 40 minutesattheevent,

With the theme “Perpaduan

- Melalui Perayaan® (Unity

‘Through Celebration) the open

house wasa platform for the min-
istry, departments and agencies
to gather in the spirit of harmo-
ny.

Present were Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim,
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk

Seri Fadillah Yusof and National

¥

Dagang as the

Unity Minister Datuk Aaron Ago
hehast ™Y ST
Others present were Second Fi-

ri Raya open house

' Putrajaya

nance Minister Datuk Seri Amir
Hamzah Azizan, Communica-
tions Minister Fahmi Fadzil, Dig-
ital Minister Gobind ‘Singh Deo,
Transport Minister Anthony
Loke, Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister Nga Kor Ming,
‘Chief Secretary to the Govern-

ment Tan Sri' Mohd Zuki Ali and

Public Service Department direc-
tor-general Datuk Seri Wan Ah-
mad Dahlan' Abdul Aziz,

‘Meanwhile, the Unity Ministry
said His Majesty shared his hopes
for the government in fostering
unity among Malaysians as the
basis of stability and sustainable
development.

Aaron said the king’s presence
Was a sign of support for his min-
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