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Medical cost too much for gas pipeline victims

By MEGAT SYAHAR

~

Kamaljit (right) with his wife Jasminder (second from right) and their two children at the hospital. —
Photos: LOW LAY PHON and CHAN TAK KONG/The Star

Selangor govt urged to alleviate suffering of Putra Heights residents

THE medical cost for some victims of the Putra Heights gas inferno in Subang Jayais
more than they can handle.

Those affected are appealling for the Selangor government to step in.

Among them is Kamaljit Singh and his family. While his two children and his medical
costs are borne by insurance, his mother is not covered.

“She underwent one surgery and suffered a mild heart attack” he told StarMetroat a
hospital in Subang Jaya.

Kamaljit said his mother would require twice-weekly hospital visits for at least six
months.

He said he was also in constant pain and required painkillers, including morphine, just to
function daily.

According to Kamaljit, all of those who sustainted injuries in the April 1 gas pipeline
explosion sustained second- and third-degree burns.

He added that some of those hospitalised have severe injuries, including one woman
with burned hands and a mother and daughter who are unable to walk.

Kamaljit's wife, Jasminder Kaur, said a meeting on April 21 between the three affected
RAs and state representatives focused more on technical restoration of buildings rather
than residents’ well-being.

Adding to their financial burden, the family's car insurance no-claim discount (NCD) was
affected.
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The barricade at the entrance leading to the site of the gas pipeline fire in Putra Heights.

Two of their cars were damaged and another was a total loss.

They said their house insurance policy does not cover damage from industrial gas line
fires.

“Why should we bear losses from a disaster that wasn't our fault?” they asked.

Jasminder stressed the need for an official platform for accurate and consistent
information, noting discrepancies in damage assessment lists from different agencies.

“Agencies need to coordinate and properly assess the damage,” she added.

Kamaljit said several agencies are reassessing cases of residents initially omitted from
damage lists.

Another resident, who wanted to be known as Faisal, shared the hardship faced by
those without medical insurance or who have exhausted the claims allowed under their
policies.

His wife and daughter each underwent three skin surgeries costing RM55,000.
He and his two sons incurred a total of RM2,000 in medical expenses.

“Some of the charges weren't covered by insurance because certain skin medications
are categorised as supplements,” he said.

Faisal also recounted being denied entry to the temporary evacuation centre (PPS) as he
did not have prior approval and being directed elsewhere.

“We didn't choose this. It's been emotionally exhausting. | have a family to care for” he
said.

He added that they are currently relying on their RA to deal with the state government.

Faisal also suggested the authorities establish a direct and coordinated communication
platform for victims.

When contacted, Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ) Zone 16 councillor Lee Jen Uyin said
it is providing support to the victims of the inferna.

She added that victims needing free counselling or social support can contact the
Selangor Counselling Centre (PKS) at 03-5519 0500 for appointments or information.
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Diners. EnijIng amealona public walkway in KualgLumpur — Photo: MUHAMAD SHAHRIL ROSLIand LOW LAY PHON/The Star

Task force set up to curb
illegal alfresco dining

DBKL to identify su1table areas crack down on errant eatenes
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By BAVANIM
bavanim@thestar.con.my

FED up with the disarray on
Kuala Lumpur’s walkways,
mayor Datuk Seri Maimunah

Mohd Sharif is spearheading a
new task force to draw a linelon
permitted street dining locations
in the city.

She said the task force would
identify designated zones across
Kuala Lumpur deemed suitable
for roadside dining, specifically
areas with adequate space and
minimal traffic exposure.

Zones considered unsuitable
would remain free and clear
altogether, she said, as Kuala
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL) cracks
down on the growing encroach-
ment by restaurants and cafes on
public spaces.

Maimunah said DBKL would

no longer allow tables and chairs

to be placed indiscriminately,
even by licensed eateries.

“Restaurants can apply for out-
door dining permits because
alfresco dining is popular.

“Even for licensed premises,
only certain areas qualify and
which areas are smtah]e will be
identified soon.

“These rules clearly outline the
types of activities allowed, loca-
tions and the permitted duration
so when permission is granted, it
comes with strict conditions.”

.She added that failure to com-
ply on an operator’s part would
lead to'enforcement action.

“If operators fail to comply, we
will begin with a verbal warning.

“Should they continue to

Maimunah says each outdoor

dining appllcatlun must meet

specific criteria. -

breach the rules, a notice willbe

issued under the relevant by-law. - |

“If the offence persists, we will
confiscate the obstructing items.

“Consistent enforcement is key,
and I promise you, we will keep
it up,” Maimunah told StarMetro
in an exclusive interview.

She said new approach incluc-
ed the patential whitelisting of
certain roadside stalls. - :

“For example, if an area is
flood-prone or a neighbourhood -

with high pedestrian traffic a.m:l ‘

accessibility needs such as
Brickfields, or a heritage area
with heavy footfall like Jalan
Sultan or Jalan Petaling, therit
may not be suitable for tables .
and chairs,” she said.

“With this new zoning method,
we will identify where alfresco
dining can take place safely
and where it must be strictly
prohibited.”

Overseeing this process isa
special task force that will be
established under the DBKL exec-
utive director (Socio—economic
Development).

. “The task force will cumpnse
engmeels, city planners and
enforcement officers,” she said.

DBKL 2024 enforcement onillegal
‘placement of tables and chairs

Action

Parliamentary
constituency

Type of ﬂerns

Tables Olhers 3

against errant eateries were
often met with resistance, as
operators would claim they had
special permission or hcence,

1.BokitBimang 43 . 304 442 363 |
2. Setiawangsa
3. Wangsa Maju
4, Segambuit
; 5. Bandar Tun Razak
| 6. Titiwangsa
7.Batu
8. Seputeh
9. Kepong
10. Cheras
| 11. Lembah Pantai 9877880
*Source: Kuala Lumpur City Hall 'Ksu'smphrcs
Maimunah said the task force  leading to confusion and incon-
waouldialso have a different func- — sistent enforcement. -
tion from Keja (Mesyuarat “While Keja handles the
Jawatankiasa Kelulusan Permit - approval process, this new task =
- Kerusi Meja), which approved force will focus solely on enforce-
perrruts and issued sti ers to ment, ensuring that eateries do
eateries that are allowed to not go beyond the boundaries of
place tables and chairs inpublic their permits.”
spaces. Maimunah said Brickfields was
“Unlike Kela which focuseson  flagged for immediate review.
guidelines and permit approvals, This follows recent meeting
this task force will identify with Special Select Committee on
enforcement zones and resolve Social and Community Affairs
overlapping jurisdictions within ~ member Senator Isaiah Jacob:
DBKL. - and other stakeholders.
“There will no longer be “If an application comes in and
instances where the Urban it involves tactile blocks, the
. Transport Department says answer is simple —we cannot
‘no’ (to issuing licence) but - allow it.
Licensing Department says ‘yes’. “Tables and chairs will not be
We must go out as one team permitted there. Accessibility:
with one voice,” she said. must take precedence.”
Inithe past, enforcement Maimunah reiterated that only
officers wanting to take action licensed husinesses operating as

restaurants, cafes or coffeeshops
were eligible to apply for outdoor
seating permits.

“Unfortunately, despite the
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Avisually impaired pedestrian findin

existence of clear rules, many
operators flout them - some
exceed their approved space,
while others bypass the process
entirely and encroach as they see
fit,” she said.

She added that clear guidelines
were in place for licensed road-
side stalls and food trucks, which
were not permitted to place y
tables and chairs in public spaces
and only allowed to operate ona
takeaway basis.

Yet, even these rules were fre-
quently flonted, said Maimunah. -

She revealed that DBKL collect-
ed RM117,900 in 2023 and
RM118,240 in 2024 in revenue
from permits and deposits

her way along a tactile path in Brickfields.

relating to placement of tables
and chairs.

She noted that Bukit Bintang
recorded the highest number of:
applications and encroachments,
followed by Seputeh and Kepong.

Last year, DBKL carried out
233 enforcement exercises, seiz-
ing 2,314 tables, 2,592 chairs and

1,627 other items, L

On the question of penalties,
Maimunah said DBKL adopted a

tiered approach,.

“For first-time offenders, we
typically issue a verbal warning,

“But if they persist, we will -
issue a violation notice under
Section 46 of the Street, Drainage
and Building Act 1974, which car-

S

ries a fine of RM500 per offence.

“For repeat offenders, we will
step up enforcement, including
the confiscation and removal of
any items causing obstruction,”
she added.

- Maimunah also said local
stakeholders such as Residents’
Associations (RA), Rukun
Tetangga (RT) and Residents®
Representative Councils could
play a vital role in supporting
enforcement efforts.

“They can be our eyes and ears,
on the ground - taking photos
and sharing information'with
our team. ;

“We also receive valuable feed-
back from our DBKL branch

s and tables line bot

ctile path meant for the visually impaired

A roadside stall along a busy pedestrian corridor in KL Sentral. Under
DBKL's ongoing whitelisting exercise, such stalls will be scrutinised for
zoning suitability and licensing compliance.

offices which help us monitor
hotspots more effectively,” she
said. ]

Maimunah said she had
always been anadvocate for
seamless connectivity and a
walkable city.

“Our public spaces must priori-
tise pedestrians, especially the
elderly, children and persons
with disabilities.

RS

“We cannot allow walkways to
be turned into private dining
spaces at the expense of accessi-
bility and safety,” she said.
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Climate change
and freak weather

: Experts':'Warming_ planet_:b.éhind blg storms

By MARTIN CARVALHO '™
mart3@thestarcomimy 354

PETALING JAYA: Thunder-
storms and heavy rainfall are
normal during the inter-monsoon

season but this time, the weather

has been far more vicious.

Weather experts say climate
change and a warming planet
could be the reasons for these
_ violent thunderstorms.

‘While the yaﬁem is norma.l.-

* the thunderstorms may. be more
extreme due to the influence of
global w and climate

change, said climatologist Prof Dr ‘

Fredolin Tangang.

“Last year, the ‘global mean_-:
temperature. exceeded the Paris
Agreement’s 1.5°C threshold” he ?

noted.
“With this kind of warming, we

have more moisture in the air

_and, together with increasing
heat. thunderstorms and heavy

. rainfalls can become stronger

and more frequent.”

‘He pointed’ out that with the
country undergoing the inter-
monsoon period between now
and May, thunderstorms and
heavy rainfall episodes are typi-
cal, especiallyin the west coast of
Peninsular Malaysia, during this
penod

can cause more flash
l]oods. he added.

Academy of Sciences

Fellow, also noted tha

region is at the
phase, me
anomalous con
Nino or La Nina.

He sald the recent violent
storms could be due to the forma-
tion of cumulonimbus clouds,
“We don’t ~ which are driven to the coastal -
cant influence . areashby th wesierly wind in the
Ocean during the' ano-neutml_‘: Iy morning.
phase,” he said. - Azizan. added, ‘however, that it

According to Nat!onal Ani “is difficult to say if the current
tica Research Centre climatologist. wear.her in the tmmtry is out uf

also

the . ordmary dwpnte the Pacific
ocean being at the Ensn—neuual
phase.

On the increasi
in the Klang Valley, he said this is

flash floods
due to rapid urbanisation,

“which results in increased sur-
'mce run-off.
Meanwhile. MetMalaysia has

issued a statement that t
inter-monsoon phase started
March 25, marking the end of {
northeast monsoon period.
The inter-monsoon period,
explained, usually brings sudd
burst of winds and heavy shc
ers during the late evening a

night.
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Keputusan SPM 2024

Penca _',.a;an terbalk se]ak 11__

Analisis keputusan

tunjukkan GPK
4.49 berbandmg

Olel -zananah Abd Mutalib
dan Latifah Ariffin ~ eq
bhnews@bh.com.my 28/

Putrajaya: Keputusan Sijil Pela-
jaran Malaysia (SPM) 2024 men-
catatkan pencapaian terﬁ%‘m
jak 11 tahun lalu berd

pencapaian calon’ semrarkmelu-
ruhan, prestasi mata pelajaran
dan peratusan Kesel

yang layak menerima sijil:

juga menunjukkan Gred Purata
Kebangsaan (GPK) 449rbel:ban
ding 4.60 pada 2023, i

Bilangan calon yang memper-
oleh keputusan cemerlang; iaitu
Gred A+, A dan A- dalam semua
mata pela.]aran pada 2024 me-
ningkat kepada 14,179 atau 3.7
peratus, berbanding 11, 713 calon
pada 2023.

Ketua Pengarah Pendidlkan
Datuk Azman Adnan; berkata ju-
mlah calon mendnpat seku-
rang-kurangnya kepujian atau
Gred C dalam semua mata pe-
lajaran pada 2024, turut mening:
kat iaitu 86,040 calon berbanding
83,112 calon pada 2023.

“Keseluruhan pencapaian ca-
lon SPM 2024 adalah sangat mem-
banggakan. Ia adalah keputusan
SPM terbaik sejak 2013 apabila
kita memperkenalkan syarat wa-
jib lulus dua mata pelajaran, iai-
tu Bahasa Melayu dan Sejarah.

“Ta dapat dilihat herdasarkan
GPK yang semakin mengecil ber-
banding beberapa tahun kebela-
kangan ini. GPK 2024 adalah 4.49,
manakala 2023 (4.60), 2022 (4.74)
dan 2021 (4.86)," katanya pada
sidang media pengumuman ana-
lisis keputusan SPM 2024 di Ke-
menterian Pendidikan (KBEM), di
sini, semalam.

Tahun ini peratus calnn layak
menerima sijil SPM adalah se-
ramai 855,933 calon bersamaan 94

peratus berbanding 349,297 calon
atau 93.5 peratus pada 2023. g
Seterusnya bagi' gred purata

mengikut lokasi, Azman berkata, -
pencapaian SPM 2024 turut mens

catat pencapaian memberang-
sangkan dengan calon di bandar

menunjukkan peningkatan lebih

Sl

calon
Analisis Keputusan SBM 2024

pencapaian 95 mata pe!zﬂamn di-
tawarkan dalam SPM 2024 pula,
beliau berkata, 59 daripadanya
merekodkan prestasi lebih baik.
“Daripada keseluruhan 95
mata pelajaran (ditawarkan)

dalam SPM. 2024, sebanyak 59

menunjukkan peningkatan
prestasi, 30 (menurun), satuma-

ta pelajaran kekal (prestasi),
manakala lima lagi adalah sub-

jek baharu yang diperkenalkan
pada tahun lalu,

“Daripada tujuh subjek teras,
termasuk Bahasa Inggeris, Ba-
hasa Melayu, Sains, Matematik,
Sejarah dan Pendidikan Islam,
hanya Pendidikan Moral menun-
jukkan penurunan prestasi yang
tidak signifikan membabitkan
sebanyak 0.07 mata.

“Mata pelajaran Bahasa Ing-
geris mencatat peningkalan pres-

tertinggi, iaitu sebanyak 0.19
Bahasa Melayu
restasi terbaik

tar peperiksaan SPM 2024, m
ningkat se! sebanyak 1.7 peratus

994 orang berbandmg SPM

-kurang enam pel
dengan 344,919 daripada
calon sekolah

baik berbanding calon luar ban- = KP

dan

bandar meningkat sebanyak 0.11
mata, manakala calon luar ban-
dar meningkat 0,09 mata.
Perbezaan jurang pencapaian
antara calon bandar dengan luar
bandar bagi SPM 2024 juga ada-
lah kecil, iaitu 0.02 mata.
Menyentuh analisis berkaitan

Katanya, gred purata ca!on,

Sememam tu, Menteri Pendjdi
kan, Fadhlina Sldek berkata ke-
putusan antara yang terbaik da-
lam sejarah itu membuktikan
kualiti pendidikan di Malaysia
bertambah tinggi.

Justeru katanya, KPM akan te-
rus mengambil langkah penting

did pengumiman analisis kepuiusan SPM 2024

SPM pa N
Fad]ﬂj.na berkata, antara seg-
men yang akan terus diberikan
tumpuan adalah’ kehadiran calon
De|  dan merapatkan la-

gi jurang keputusan antara ban-
dar.

serta luar bandar.

j diran ini antara yang cu-
kup signifikan. Intervensi yang
kitalakukan sedikitsebanyak da-
pat mengurangkan (ketidakhadi-
ran), begitu juga jurang (kepu-
tusan) dapat dilihat secara sig-
nifikan dan kita akan teruskan.

“Tahun lalu, kita juga menga-
mbil langkah intervensi untuk

memastikan kelulusan terus. me-

(Foto Mohd Fadli Hamzah/BH)

ninglmt untuk anak-anak ini la-
yak mendapat suﬂ bagi dua sub-
jek, iaitu Bahasa Melayu dan Se-

Jjarah.

“Kita berjaya pada tahun: im.

maknanya yang layak mendapat
sijil juga meningkat, maka sebab
itusaya fikir ada banyak segmen
untuk ditambah baik dan’ kita
ambil serius perkara inibagi me-
mastikan keputusan akan datang
lebih baik,” katanya.
. Beliau berkata demikian ke-
pada pemberita selepas merai-
kan calon SPM di Sekolah Me-
nengah Kebangsaan (SMK) Con-
vent (M) Kajang di sini, sema-
lam.

Fadhlina berharap peningka-
tan prestasi SPM itu akan mem-
beri semangat kepada guru un-
tuk terus menguasai dan mem-

mer!ang di SMK Convent (M) Kajang, semalarm.

tahun

(Foto BERNAMA)

berikan tumpuan kepada kualiti
pelajaran dalam Kkelas, selain
tumpuan Kepada segmen yang
perlu ditambah baik.

Beliau juga meminta semua ca-
lon, walau apa pun keputusan
yang diperoleh untuk menyam:
bung pelajaran ke peringkat yang
lebih tinggi.

Berhubung saranan KPMsupa-
ya majlis pengumuman dan pe-
nyerahan slip keputusan SPM di
peringkat sekolah perlu memba-
bitkan semua calon yang menga-
mbil peperiksaan, bukan seba-

~ hagian Kkecil calon yang mem-

pero].eh Keputusan cemerlang sa-
ja, Fadhlina berkata, apa saja ke-
putusan calon menyumbang ke-
pada gred purata sekolah, negeri
dan daerah.

“Mereka sudah pun berusaha
untuk mendapat keputusan ma-
sing-masing dan ada sumbangan
kepada kelayakan, kepujian, ke-
lulusan dan Kejayaan cemer-
lang,” katanya.

Dalam perkembangan lain, be-
liau berkata, cadangan untuk
memperkenalkan bahasa ASE-
AN, termasuk Thai, Khmer dan
Vietnam ke dalam sistem pen-
didikan hanyalah sebagai alier-
natif atau elektif,- sebagaimana
bahasa lain yang sudah diper-
kenalkan diperingkat sekolah se-
belum ini.

Justeru, katanya, tidak timbul
isu ia akan mengenepikan ma-
na-mana bahasa lain yang ditu-
turkan di negara ini seperti
Tamil dan Mandarin.

“Bahasa asing ini sudah pun
berada di peringkat sekolah. Se-
mua bahasa ini diperkenalkan
secara elektif, ada Bahasa Jer-
man, Perancis dan pelbagai ba-
hasa lagl; jadi tidak timbul soal
kita mengenepikan mana-mana
bahasa,” katanya.
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Oleh ARIF AIMAN ASROL B-ST"*
aimanasrol@mediamulia.com.my .

PETALING JAYA: Kerajaan Mada-

masa depan yang lebih cerah.
Perdana Menteri, Datuk

‘palayanan dua darjat. i
Tunku Nashrul berkata, Per-
dana Menteri, Datuk Seri Anwar
. Ibrahim menzahirkan kegusaran
- terhadap beberapa insiden meli-
_ dan. baﬂmnbenderamsmnegaranu

jaan Madani sentiasa bekerja = 1 G buhan Kelnamnnalam Negara
kuat membantu anak-anak Ma- j i @h 'di  Kasar (KDNK)sebenar Malaysia -
B, ; bagi 2025 dikeluarkan 1‘abung

Bercakap mengenai pelanh
kan Tun Ramli Ngah Taib seba-
gai Yang Dipertua Pulau?mang,
Anwar berharap pengalaman
yang ada pada Tun Ramli akan
dimanfaatkan oleh rakyat teru-
tamadiPulauPinang.
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Dolar Amerika Syarikat jatuh

‘bebanan’ kepada ekonomi dunia

OLAR A.merik:sj k"

Syarikat (AS)

selama ini

berfungsi

sebagai simbol
kestabilan dan perlindungan
dalam sistem kewangan
antarabangsa. Ia menjadi
mata wang rizab utama dunia
kerana tahap keyakinan
pelabur terhadap kekuatan
ekonomi dan kestabilan dasar
AS. Namun, perkembangan
terkini menggambarkan
gambaran yang jauh berbeza
dan membimbangkan.

Sejak mencatatkan paras
tertinggi pada pertengahan
Januari, nilai dolar jatublebih
daripada sembilan peratus:
berbanding sekumpulan mata
wang utama global. :

Lebih merisaukan, hampir
separuh daripada kejatuhan
tersebut berlaku hanya sejak 1
April, satu tempoh yang juga
menyaksikan kenaikan hasil
bon Perbendaharaan AS untuk
tempoh 10 tahun sebanyak 0.2
mata peratusan.

Kebiasaannya, apabila
hasil bon meningkat,ia
menunjukkan daya tarikan
pelaburan terhadap aset
AS. Namun dalam kes ini,
walaupun hasil meningkat,
dolar tetap jatuh. Ia petanda
luar biasa dan menjadiisyarat
awal pelabur antarabangsa
semakin hilang keyakinan
terhadap pasaran dan ekonomi
negara itu.

Salah satu faktor yang
menyumbang tekanan
ke atas dolarialah dasar
perdagangan proteksionis
yang diperkenalkan semasa
pentadbiran Presiden
Donald Trump, khususnya
pelaksanaan tarif ke atas
import daripada China
dan beberapa negara lain.
Walaupun matlamat utama
tarif ini untuk melindungi
industri domestik namun,
kesan jangka panjangnya
adalah peningkatan
kos pengeluaran dan
ketidaktentuan dalam rantaian
bekalan global. Tarif yang
tinggi menyebabkan barangan
import menjadilebih mahal
dan negara-negara terjejas
pula mengambil langkah balas
seperti mengenakan tarif
terhadap produk AS.. -

Kesan langsung daripada
perang perdagangan ini ialah
gangguan keyakinan pelabur
antarabangsa terhadap AS
sebagai rakan dagang yang
stabil. Dalam jangka panjang,
ja melemahkan permintaan
terhadap dolar kerana para
pelabtir dan bank pusat asing

- mereka kepada mata wang

lain, termasuk euro, yuandan %

emas.

kepada ekonomi global, e

seterusnya mengurangkan St

ur terhadap

negara itu terus melonjak,

~melebihi AS$34 trilion

| (RM150 trilion) dan defisit

bajet tahunan juga semakin
melebar. Ini bermakna
kerajaan AS membelanjakan
jauh lebih banyak berbanding
pendapatannya. Pelabur
mula risau, sampai bila
negara itu boleh menampung
beban hutang yang semakin
membesar?

Lebih membuirukkan
keadaan, terdapat Krisis
politik berulang berkaitan
had siling hutang, iaitu had
maksimum kerajaan AS boleh
berhutang. Ketidakstabilan
seperti ini menjejaskan
keyakinan pelabur
antarabangsa sehingga -
mendorong pelabiur asing
menjual bon-bon kerajaan
AS, yang selama ini dianggap
antara aset paling selamat di
dunia. Maknanya, bila pelabur
menjual bon, merekajuga
menjual dolar. :

Dalam masa yang
sama, Rizab Persekutuan
(Fed) yang selama ini
menaikkan kadar faedah
‘bagi mengekang inflasi,
kini dilihat berada dalam
dilema. Jika kadar faedah
dinaikkan terlalu tinggi,
ia boleh memperlahankan.
pertumbuhan ekonomi
negara. Jika tidak dinaikkan
pula, inflasi boleh menjadi
tidak terkawal. Akibatnya,
pasaran tidak lagi yakin Fed
akan terus menaikkan kadar
faedah dengan konsisten
dan ini melemahkan tarikan
pelaburan ke AS. :

Krisis dolar boleh berlaku
apabila pelabur mula hilang
keyakinan dan secara besar-
besaran menjual aset-aset

yang menggunakan dolar AS.

- Jika keadaan ini berterusan,

nilai dolar boleh merosot
dengan cepat. Ini akan
menyebabkan harga barangan
import ke AS meningkat.
kerana nilai mata wangnya
menjadi lemah, sekali gus
mendorong inflasi dalam
negara. :

Lebih daripada itu,
kejatuhan dolar boleh
menggugat kepercayaan
terhadap keseluruhan,
sistem kewangan global
kerana banyak negara masih
menyimpan dolar sebagai
mata wang rizab utama.

Ketidaktentuan ini akan -
memberi kesan besar kepada
negara-negaramembangun,
termasuk di rantau ASEAN dan
China. Pelabur mungkin akan
menarik balik modal secara
tergesa-gesa, menyebabkan
kadar pertukaran mata wang
menjadi tidak stabil dan
menimbulkan tekanan besar
kepada pasaran kewangan
serantau.

IMPLIKASI DUNIA

Krisis dolar bukan sahaja
menggoncang sistem
kewangan global, tetapi juga
memberikan kesan langsung -
kepada negara-negara
membangun, Khususnya
di rantau ASEAN yang
amat bergantung kepada
perdagangan antarabangsa
dan pelaburan asing.

Malaysia, Indonesia
dan Filipina berada dalam
kedudukan yang agak

terdedah kerana sebahagian
besar hutang luar dan
transaksi perdagangan mereka
adalah dalam mata wang
asing, terutamanya dolar AS.

Apabila dolar mengalami
kejatuhan nilai secara
mendadak, kesan pantas yang
akan dirasai ialah penyusutan
nilai mata wang tempatan.

Dalam konteks Malaysia,
ringgit mungkin akan
melemah berbanding mata
wang lain kerana pelabur
asing menarik keluar modal -
bagi mengelakkan risiko
kadar tukaran. Ringgit yang
lemah akan menyebabkan kos
import meningkat. Ini secara
langsung akan mendorong
kenaikan harga barangan dan
menambah tekanan inflasi
domestik.

Lebih membimbangkan,

Malaysia mempunyaihutang

luar yang ketara dalam
denominasi dolar. Apabila
nilai ringgit jatuh, bayaran
balik hutang tersebut menjadi
lebih mahal dalam mata
wang tempatan. Hal ini
akan meningkatkan beban
kewangan kerajaan dan
syarikat-syarikat tempatan
yang mempunyai pinjaman
luar negara. Ia sekali gus
boleh menjejaskan tahap
pelaburan, pertumbuhan
syarikat dan akhirnya kadar
guna tenaga.

Dari segi pelaburan,
ketidaktentuan nilai dolar
juga boleh mencetuskan
alitan keluar modal asing.
Pelabur aptarabangsa

: :xdubu‘imw'dﬁnnmmmmmmmmwmx

mungkin bertindak
memindahkan dana mereka
ke pasaran lain yang lebih
stabil, sekali guis menekan
pasaran saham dan bon
tempatan. Kejatuhan pasaran
modal akan melemahkan
lagi sentimen ekonomi dan
mengurangkan peluang
pelaburan jangka panjang.
Selain itu, kesan limpahan
daripada krisis dolar
juga boleh mengganggu
rantaian bekalan serantau,
terutamanya jika rakan
dagang utama seperti China
dan AS turut mengalami
ketidaktentuan ekonomi.
Malaysia sebagai
negara eksport yang
sangat bergantung kepada
permintaan global akan
merasai tekanan dari segi
penurunan permintaan
eksport, kelembapan
pertumbuhan Keluaran Dalam
Negeri Kasar (KDNK) dan
cabaran dalam mengekalkan
kestabilan kewangan.
Sekiranya krisis dolar
benar-benar berlaku, ekonomi
Malaysia akan terjejas melalui
tiga saluran utama iaitu
kelemahan ringgit dan‘inflasi,
peningkatan kos hutang dan
gangpuan pelaburan serta
kejatuhan permintaan global
terhadap eksport Malaysia.

DR. AbuSufian Abu Bakar ialah
Pensyarah Kanan Pusat: Pengajian
Ekonomi, Wang dan Bank Universiti
Utara Malaysia (UUM) dan Ahli
Jawatankuasa (AJK) Forum Ekonomi
Manusiawi.
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Need for nature-based
strategies to curb flood r|s

D) Shtf'tmg climate
patterns callfor
more than tradltlonql

lohger adequafe
says academlc

mcurr[ng disasters.

~ According o envimnmental
experts, the core issue is not a lack
t rather t.he absence nf

substantial infrastructure

investments have been made, the

~ growing  complexity of urban
hydrology and shifting climate
patterns  call* for more than
traditional solutions.

“The infrastructure may have
been sufficient for past conditions,
but it’s no longer adequate. Our
approach musl evolve lo meet

today’s reali

He said Malaysia s current flood

mitigation systems still teiy heavily
on engineered or “hard” solutions
such as drains and barriers. These,
he argued, must be complemented
by catchment-wide planning,
nature-based

regulatory reforms.
“Maintenance  of
systems, consistent
and  cross

dralnnge

© Aweng said widespread
undermlned Malaysla‘s abllityto manage excess

methods, and

land-use

| land-Use

create msllienue, not iust lempum:y

% pmtecﬂun, hesaid.

. Mohamad Faiz emphasised the

.importlmce ui‘mfxeaﬁng rivers an
Itvinguyslems. 24
LiHe s wnmed jtlult

without integrated planning - have
stripped  rivers of their namral
flood-buffering capabilities.

includes preserving riparian zones,
: mnlntalnmssedimem balance, and

ensuring  upstream- downatream v

coordination. .
“With careful msoume phmnlng;

rivers can become assets rather

than liabilities” he said:
“Although climate “change is

documents, he pointed out that

implementation at ground level

remains slow and inconsistent.
“It's pmmhlng to see climate

_change reflected i_n\poliuy, bntwe He suggested thal Malaysia
“need n‘:I;‘"g further, up .,-f ‘shoul in fut of u
‘models  with! climate-adjusted  p TannlnE"‘" ore pa | buffers
rainfall data and embedding such as weﬂnnds and fnresl_.q, and
adnptadnn indicators lnlu

lation, B
:)gourdjnation are areas we must
strengthen. ¥

“By aligning engineering with
ecosystem-based planning, we can

H@SJ
He also wamned that unchecked
urban expansion without proper
environmental assessments could
exacerbate the risks of both floods

" drainage
cverdevelopmeut. channelisation

u - and the narrowing of floodplains -
Faiz Mbhd Amin  said while

ter natural

andlandsllda. : 2

“We = must 1m:orporate

hydrological and' soil dara into
~ development plans.

"Undexsmndlng slope mblljty,
 patterns,  and
‘permeability is essential before
' approving construction”

Mohamad' Faiz recommended:

adopting Integrated Flood Risk

~© Management, which combines
“Sustainable river management -

-englneering, een]ugim], and sndnl
stmwgi ;
: ’Ihl.ulnnludesusizigadvunmdzn
ﬂnod modelling tools such as HEC-

“RAS or Mike Flood, along with

climate prujections and fuhue
land-use scenarios.
| “Countries llke?]apanrand the

" Netherlands have demonstrated’
acknowledged in national planning

how subsurface reservoirs and
water-sensitive urban design can
effectively manage floods -
approaches Malaysia can adapt to
suit our needs.” v

be buﬂ:

guidélines and budget
Universiti Mnlaysi as Ke! antan

= ADIB RAWI' YAHYMHB UN.

soil

roof urban - poorly 'iniearated ‘into national

Faculty uf Earth Science lecturer
Aweng Eh Rak echoed these
_ sentiments, stating that Malaysia's
- flood strategies must move heyond

‘physical infrastructure to include
ecological restoration and stronger
‘community involvement.

“One key reason floods pexsist is

. that current events often exceed the
‘capacity of our control structures.”

_ He added that widespread land-
use changes - including: increased
impervious surfaces and the
destruction  of natural  flood
‘retention zones - hnveslgniﬂmntly ¥
undermined Malaysia's' ability to
manage excess water naturally.

*“We don't have adequate
regulations on ground elevation for
Jindividual housing, and there are

‘no laws to protect natural ﬂood-
prone areas;” he said.

Aweng stressed that river
management and natural resource
planning are crucial in determining
flood severity, yet these remain

ﬂootipoﬂ

He also h]ghl]ghled the need for
- greater community participation.
~ While initiatives like River Watch
and “Sayang Hutan" have been

mmdlmﬁon
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