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THE STAR

SELANGOR HITS 34% ROADMAP COMPLETION

ALIEN FISH SPECIES INVADING ECOSYSTEM

OVER A MILLION NATIVE FISH RELEASED TO REPLENISH SELANGOR
RIVERS

RIVER POLLUTERS COULD STILL FACE JAIL, RM10MIL FINE

TAKE SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS TO TASK

SCIENTIFIC APPROACHES TO LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS

AIR SELANGOR'S COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY WELLBEING

A TALE OF TWO CITIES: SELANGOR AND STOCKHOLM

SHIFTING MINDSET AND BEHAVIOR FOR PEOPLE, PROFIT, PLANET
SMALL STEPS TOWARD THE BIG ESG LEAP

FROM GOODWILL TO GOOD METRIES

SINAR HARIAN

ICLEAN SELANGOR, ATDREC TERIMA PENGIKTIRAFAN
1,671 POLIS DIPECAT DALAM 10 TAHUN
1,500 USAHAWAN TERIMA MANFAAT

HARIAN METRO

PENCEMARAN BAU DI SUNGAI KUNDANG, SUNGAI SEMBAH
KOLAM IKAN CURI AIR TERAWAT
411 ALAMI KESIHATAN MENTAL KERANA BEBAN TUGAS

BERITA HARIAN

SELANGOR SASAR KEKAL PENYUMBANG TERBESAR PELABURAN
KEBOCORAN BAHAN KIMIA PUNCA PENCEMARAN BAU

BEKALAN AIR SUDAH PULIH 93.5 PERATUS DI KAWASAN TERJEJAS
PENGUATKUASAAN. HUKUMAN BERAT BENDUNG JENAYAH SIBER
SERANGAN SIBER DALAM SISTEM PERTAHANAN MENINGKAT
PINDAAN AKTA AUDIT 1957 BERI IMPAK POSITIF URUS WANG AWAM
1,671 PEGAWAI, ANGGOTA POLIS DIBUANG KERJA DALAM TEMPOH 10
TAHUN

UTUSAN
MALAYSIA

SELANGOR SUMBANG PELABURAN TERBESAR NEGARA

MALAYSIA ADA PAKAR TANGANI ANCAMAN SIBER

411 WARGA POLIS ALAMI MASALAH MENTAL AKIBAT BEBAN TUGAS
RAPID BAS TAMBAH BAIK OPERASI JADIKAN LEBIH RELEVAN PADA
MASA KINI

NEW STRAITS
TIMES

L

ENERGY, WATER EFFICIENCY STANDARDS FOR DATA CENTRES TO BE
ANNOUNCED IN SEPTEMBER

SELANGOR CAN TAP NATIONAL ENABLERS TO ACHIEVE GDP TARGET
BIG FISH CAUGHT SIPHONING TREATED WATER

THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SMOKE, VAPOUR AND AEROSOL

THE SUN

RESOLVE PERENNIAL WATER SUPPLY ISSUES IN PETALING JAYA
ROOTING OUT CORRUPTION IN POLICE FORCE
MITI TARGETS EIGHFOLD JUMP IN VALUE OF GREEN INVESTMENTS







AIR SELANGOR KERUGIAN RM110,000

Kolam ikan

AL/

PR

curi air terawat

Oleh Ruwaida Md Zain
am@hmetro.com.my

Pelabuhan Klang

uri air terawat untuk
C digunakan - bagi

mengisi kolam me-
mancing ikan.

Itu tindakan pengusaha
kolam pancing di Klang
Utara di sini, hingga me-
ngakibatkan kerugian
RMi10,000 kepada Pengu-
rusan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd
(Air Selangor). :

Kegiatan pemilik premis
bagaimanapun dibon
Suruhanjaya Perkhidmatan
Air Negara (Span) dengan
kerjasama Air Selangor
membabitkan kegiatan pe-
nyambungan bekalan air
secara tidak sah.

Pengarah Unit Komuni-
kasi dan Hal Ehwal Peng-
guna, Mohd Fazil Ismail
SPAN berkata, penyambu-

ngan bekalan air secara ti-

dak sah itu dipercayai di-

lakukan sejak setahun lalu
membabitkan penggunaan
air sebanyak 37,000 meter
kubik.

“Span mendapatl terda-
pat pengambilan air tidak
sah melalui saluran tidak
bermeter dengan menggu-
nakan paip berukuran 25

milimeter (mm) secara te-

rus kepada paip utama Air

Selangor.
“Siasatan mendapati
sambungan yang disyaki ti-

dak sah ini menyalurkan

bekalan air ke dalam pre-

mis kolam pancing dan di-
percayai digunakan untuk
tujuan akfiviti harian me-
reka.
“Penyambu-
ngan secara

‘gian Air Selangor dlang—-._f
garkan sekitar RM110,000

yang mana panjang paip

- sambungan tidak sah ini
sepanjang 70 meter me-

langkaui dua kolam.

“Berdasarkan  tinjauan

yang dilakukan oleh Air Se-

langor dan wujian klorin di-
buat, air yang dicuri itu

adalah air dirawat milik Air

Selangor,” katanya ketika

menjalankan operasi pe-
nguatkuasaan mengejut itu
semalam.

Mohd Fazil berkata, pi-
haknya mengambil masa
kira-kira enam bulan bagi
menjalankan risikan selain
aduan penduduk yang ber-
depan masalah tekanan air

rendah  sebelum
operasi dijalan-
kan ke atas

tidak  sah SPAN mendapati premis itu.

ini menye- terdapat pengambilan “Siasatan
babkan air tidak sah melalui rekod juga
kos keru- saluran tidak bermeter mendapa-

PENGUAT Kuasa Air Selangnr me]akukan ujian klorm pada air paip dalam Operasi
Penguatkuasaan Cegah Sambungan Haram Suruhanjaya Perkhidmatan Air Negara (Span)
di premis kolam memancmg di Bagan Hailam, semalam

ti premis ini tidak mem-
punyai akaun bekalan air
yang sah berdaftar dengan
Air Selangor.

“Premis akan disiasat
mengikut Seksyen 123(1)
Akta Industri Perkhidma-
tan Air 2006 (Akta 655) yang
mana siasatan lanjut akan
dilakukan oleh pihak SPAN.

HARIAN METRO
Tarixh 20 JUE 004 .

“Di bawah peruntukan

undang-undang Seksyen
123(1) Akta Industri Per-
khidmatan Air 2006 (Akta

655), tiada seorang pun se-

lain pemegang lesen boleh
membuat apa-apa sambu-
ngan ke suatu sesalur uta-
ma awam atau paip air per-
khidmatan.

“Jika disabitkan tertu-
duh, boleh didenda tidak
melebihi RMioo,000 atau
dipenjarakan selama tem-
poh tidak melebihi satu ta-
hun atau kedua-duanya se-
perti yang diperuntukkan
di bawah Seksyen 123(3) da-
lam Akta yang sama,” ka-
tanya.
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1,500 usahawan terlma manfaat

Program Bizmatch Mega
PKNS bantu usahawan
kembangkan perniagaan

Oleh NORAFIZA JAAFAR
SHAH ALAM

ira-kira 1,500 usahawan di Selangor
menyertai Program Bizmatch Mega
PKNS yang berlangsung di Dewan
ja Muda Musa, Seksyen 7 disini
pada Selasa.

Program anjuran Perbadanan Kemajuan
Negeri Selangor (PKNS) di bawah Bahagian
Pembangunan Usahawan (BPU) itu
merupakan penganjuran edisi kedua sejak
diperkenalkan tahun lepas.

Timbalan Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif
(Korporat) PKNS, Suhaimi Kasdon berkata,
program itu menjadi platform kepada
usahawan untuk memperkukuhkan
rangkaian dan memajukan bisnes melalui
padanan perniagaan.

Menurutnya, program yang turut
melibatkan 40 berkaitan
termasuk perbankan berperanan
menyalurkan informasi dan kemudahan
yang boleh ditawarkan kepada usahawan.

“Usahawan

berpeluang mendapat input.
mengenai kemudahan ditawarkan di

Selangor seperti pinfaman, geran, program
keusahawanan dan kemudahan lain yang
disediakan.

“Platform ini periu digunakan sebaiknya

oleh peserta untuk bertemu dan berinteraksi
seceraimxsdenganager@ agensi terfibat.

“Mereka boleh mendapatkan banyak
maklumat, peluang, sokongan serta
pandangan yang boleh dimanfaatkan dalam
membantu membangunkan pemiagaan
masing-nmsing pada masa hadapan,”
katanya ketika berucap di Bizmatch Mega
:iKNs Himpunan Usahawan Selangor di

ni

Majlis perasmian disempumakan oleh
Exco' Beha, Sukan dan Keusahawanan

SMEBank-.Afﬁank. aHaam.;Tm
Ekonomi Kumpulan Usaha Niaga (Taum).
deayasmI'lijran oo I

egeri (U , Ko Hijrah or,
Perbadanan K Peﬂalim ang

(PKPS)SMECntp.MantﬂiEesa'Seh'ngor
ncorporated), Perbadanan Pembangunan

66

-BmathegaPKNS kalaSuhalml

. usahawan PKNS dan usahawan luar
“khususnya di Selangor. mendapat akses

12022, BPU telah melibatkan sesi
Bizmatching

antarmyapmgram BizMatch
Nehvorking barwm Usahawan BNI,

SH ‘lL l'l

A xmr{)t i .
i seiaveon @& |
1 4 YA

(2024

NSI PEMBIAYA DAN
KEUSAHAWANAN

Mega Pﬂi&!ihnpmm Unh:w:n Selangor
buhngnmgdlnemnmh M !mandidulpadasdm.
BizMatch bersama Agensi
Kewangan 2022, BizMatch
bersama Hypermarket 2023
dan BizMatch bersama
rangkaian pasar mini.

Platform ini perfu digunakan Padaktfu}us ini katanya,
% sebanyak tujuh siri program

sebmknw olehp@ertuuptuk BizMatch dirangka

bertemu dan berinteraksi W melibatkan  pelbagai

semm-temsdengun agens;'- : _\:pgr;gﬁ,i_glan_uﬂ antaranya

agensi terfibat. et bl |

SR X
besar itu merupakan titik mula " MsjaTalk Johor pada 9 Mei.

untuk merancakkan lagi pertumbuhan
perniagaan di Salangor
Katanya, ia juga sebagal salah satu

Selepas: Bizmatch Mpga PKNS
Himpunan w
2024, program berikutnya
ialah BizMatch Halal Jabatan
dalas ; Agama Islam Selangor
negeri ke tahap yang lebih tingal. (JAIS) pada 21 Ogos,
Lk BizMatch Pembungkusan
pada 26 September,
BizMatch Retails pada 24
Oktober dan BizMatch
MejaTalk Sarawak pada 15
November 2024, iy

Sementara itu, usahawan
yang hadir ida progr
tersebut berpandangan
platform disediakan olel

keusahawanan yang ada di Selangor
Id'mstsmya program-program ditawarkan
PKNS.

“PKNS merasakan Selangor mempunyai
pelbagai agensi yang menawarkan pelbagai
kemudahan keusahawanan sama ada dari
segi pembiayaan mahupun program

keusahawanan.

bangunan

“Oleh itu, PKNS terpanggil untuk
menjadi agensi yang yang mengetuai agensi-
agensi' lain di dalam menghimpunkan
segala kemudahan keusahawan yangada
di dalam satu platform yang dibefi nama

Katanya lagi, pelbagai inisiatif strategik )
tehh diambil PKNS untuk memastikan

kepada peluang-peluang penting yang =
boleh membantu memajukan pemi:
mereka. :

Untuk rekod, PKNS telah melaksanakan
beberapa siri program Bizmatching
melibatkan usahawan PKNS sejak tahun
2021.

bermula tahun

batsannwalmwanseda
agensi Juar

Peluang terbaik
Pengarah Urusan Elza Wellness
International Sdn Bhd, Suhaiza Hussin

berkata, program itu dapat membaana

. “Ini peluang kepada usahawan untuk
mencari potensi rakan perniagaan untuk

. kembangkan pasaran produk.

“Walaupun produk ini telah tembusi
pasaran luar negara seperti Jakarta dan
Singapura namun Ketika ini penumpuan
saya lebih kepada memperkukuh lagi
ke seluruh Malaysia,” katanya ditemui pada
program itu. >

Katanya, ketika ini produknya telah
dipasarkan ke pasar raya membabitkan
tujuh cawangan Rosyam Mart selain
mengeluarkan unit penyimpanan stok (SKU)
dengan sekurang-kurangnya jualan 50,000
botol setahun.

Seorang lagi usahawan, Asraff Rosli,
36, berkata, produk BS Fitness Nutrition
diusahakan sejak 2018 berpeluang untuk
diperkembangkan lagi dalam pasaran
menerusi platform Bizmatch Mega PKNS.

“Saya datang u-ltlkmeihatagamiyang
dapat membantu dari segi pembiayaan
untuk mengembangkan lagi kapasiti

‘pengeluaran produk untuk memenuhi

manghadapi
dari  segi
ia

dijangka
malalm

A kambangkan
Der |agaan, kmsal pasaran
luardan
e{ﬁport ke Abu Dhabi membabitkan
sebanyakw kontena dapat

Usahawan yang hadir mendapat informasi dan akses terus dari agensi keusahawanan
dan agensi pembiaya yang terlibat di Bizmatch Mega PKNS
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- iClean Selangor, ATDReC terima pengiktirafan

SHAH ALAM - Aplikasi iClean:

. Selangor dan Pusat Kitar Semula
Pandu Lalu Automatik (ATDReC) KDEB

| Waste Management (KDEBWM) me-

" nerima pengiktirafan sempena Majlis
" Anugerah PC.Com 2024 pada Rabu.
i, ' KDEBWM dalam satu kenyataan
. berkata, iClean Selangor yang di-
bangunkan pada 2016 merangkul anu-
- gerah Aplikasi Perkhidmatan Awam
' Terbaik selain turut menerima anuge-

' rah Pilihan Pembaca berprestij.
~ Menurutnya, pengiktirafan ber-
ganda tu memberi impak besar dalam
merevolusikan pengurusan sisa dan
penerimaan positif orang awam; sekali
gus menjadi bukti kecemerlangan ser-

ta kepercayaan pengguna. :
“ATDReC pula diiktiraf sebagai
Penyedia Perkhidmatan Kitar Semula
F!algn'giljﬁpvatif. Ini' menunjukkan usaha

perintis dalam sektor kitar semula dan
komitmen kami memacu perubahan
positif melalui penyelesaian inovatif.
“ATDReC menawarkan kemudahan
dan mengaalakkan penyertaan awam
lebih besar dalam aktiviti kitar semula
yang beroperasi 24 jam seminggu.
“Insentif tunai menggalakkan pe-
nyertaan dan menjadikan kitar semula
berbaloi, pembayaran serta peng-
imbasan kod QR dibuat dalam talian,”
katanya pada Khamis. :
KDEBWM memakiumkan, pinaknya
berhasrat memperluaskan kemudahan
ATDReC bagi menjangkau komuniti lebih

ramai dalam usaha menjadikan akses

kepada kitar semula mudah dan meluas.

Tambahnya, teknologi pengasingan
pintar mengikut kategori bahan kitar se-
mula secara automatik akan dilaksana-

kan untuk kebaikan masa depan.

Pengarah
Urusan
KDEBWM,
Datuk Ramli
Mohd Tahir
(dua dari kiri)
menerima
etrtg:knrafa' n
E.e ika Majlis
Anugerah
PC.Com 2024.

SINAR HARIAN
Tarikn- . &8 JUL 2024




MUHAMMAD Yazurin Sallij

Menara Prasarana.- UTUSAN/SYAKIR RADIN

Rapid Bus tambah balk operasi
jadikan Ieblh r

elevan

pada masa kini

W Son, DR

Oleh HAFIZ SAIDINA kepada pengguna selepas Perkhrdmatan DRT beroperasi Prasarana sebelum hujung Junini dioperasikan oleh pihak yang ketiga
hafizumor@mediamuliacom my membuat pesanan daripada 4 pada setiap hari, bermula pukul dan 80 buah van menjelang akhir dengan menggunakan jenama dan

aplikasi. 6 pagi sehingga 11.30 malam tahun. sistem yang sama sebagaimana
PETALING JAYA: Rapid “lajuga akan memendekkan dengan tambang RM1 untuk setiap: “Kami juga mendapat dana yang digunakan Rapid KL," katanya.
Bus membaik pulih operasi perjalanan pengguna untuk perjalanan dan tambang dibayar daripada kerajaan bag meneruskan Beliau juga berharap, bas
perkhidmatanawamnyaseiring ~  terus ke tstesen rel Rapid KL menggunakan Pas Perjalanan projek ini dengan menambah penyumberan luarini dapat
dengan permintaantinggiketikainl  yang berhampiran. Jadiiaakan Tanpa Had MyS0 serta Kad Konsesi - sebanyak 100 buah van di bawah menampung jumlah kekurangan

selain sektor itu menjadi tunggak
utama kepada ekonomi negara.

Olehitu, Rapid Bus melakukan
penambahbaikan dengan
memperkenalkan perkhidmatan
Demand Responsive Transit (DRT)
dan akan membuat penyumberan
luar bas bagi menggantikan bas
yang sudah sampai tempoh
untuk memastikan keselamatan
pengguna terjamin.

Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif
Rapid Bus, Muhammad Yazurin
Sallij berkata, idea perkhidmatan
DRT ini tercipta bertujuan
menyelesaikan rungutan pengguna
apabila perjalanan bas perantara
mengambil masa yang lama untuk
sampai ke destinasi.

Beliau menambah, iajuga
susulan sesetengah pengguna
yang menggunakan pengangkutan
awam tidak gemar untuk™
menggunakan perkhidmatan bas
perantara atau feeder bus .

“Hampir 90 peratus daripada
bas perantara Rapid KL dilapor
tiba dengan waktu tepat dalam
mengambil penumpang di stesen
Transit Aliran Ringan (LRT) dan
stesen Transit Aliran Massa (MRT).
Namun ia mengambil masa
sehingga satu jam setengah bagi
melengkapkan semua perhentian
yang ditetapkan,” katanya
kepada Utusan Malaysia.

Mengulas perkara itu, beliau
berkata, perkhidmatan DRT
hanya mengambil masa
sekurang-kurangnya
lima minit untuk sampai

menjimatkan masa penumpang.
dari segi mengurangkan masa
untuk menunggu dan masa
perjalanan yang dipendekkan.

“Penumpang kini boleh
menempah tempahan mengikut
keperluan perjalanan mereka,”
katanya.

Perkhidmatan DRT
menggunakan van yang mampu
memuatkan hampir 12
ofang penumpang
dalam suatu
masa. DRT juga
dilengkapi dengan
kamera litar
tertutup (CCTV),
sistem kedudukan
global (GPS) dan
pelbagai sistem
keselamatan bagi
menjejakinya.

MyRapid dan Pas OKU Smile.
Mengenai cara untuk membuat
tempahan DRT, Muhammad
Yazurin berkata, ketika ini,
pihaknya menggunakan aplikasi
pihak ketiga seperti Trek'Rides,
Kumpool dan Mobi.
*la adalah aplikasi sementara
sebelum kami membuat
keputusan mengenai jenis model
perniagaan yang ingin
digunakan termastik
menghasilkan aplikasi
tersendiri,” katanya.
Tambah
Muhammad Yazurin,
beliau menyasarkan
sehingga hujung
tahun terdapat hampir
80 buah van untuk
DRT akan beroperasi.
“Kita akan
melaksanakan 20
buah van dengan
mengguna dana
- daripada

MUHAMMAD

YAZURIN SALLLJ

program program DRT ini.

“Prasarana dan Rapid Bus
juga sedang bekerjasama
dengan sebuah syarikat untuk
menganalisis corak perjalanan
dengan menggunakan data-data’
bagi mendapatkan kefahaman yang
lebih baik mengenai pelanggan
Prasarana KL.

Namun beliau berkata,
kemudahan DRT tidak boleh
menggantikan operasi bas
perantara di laluan yang
mempunyai jumlah penumpang
yang tinggi.

“DRT masih belum mampu
menampung di kawasan-kawasan
yang mempunyai populasi
yang tinggi dan ramai kerana
perkhidmatan bas perantara masih
diperlukan,” katanya.

PENYUMBERAN LUAR

LALUAN RAPID KL

Mengulas mengenai
penyumberan luar bas, beliau
berkata, terdapat kekangan yang
menyebabkan penggantian bas
baharu tidak dapat dipercepatkan
sehingga mengganggu operasi
perkhidmatan tersebut.

“Rapid Bus tidak dapat
beroperasi dengan jadual
sepatutnya ekoran terdapat
kekurangan bas kerana sebanyak
60 buah bas telah ditarik susulan
terdapat bas yang semakin tua
melebihijangka hayat yang sesuai
untuk operasi.

“Jadi penyumberan luar ini,
Rapid Bus akan menyewa bas dan

jumlah bas agar operasi dapat
dijalankan mengikut jadual.

“Bas penyumberan [uar ini telah
bermula padaJun lalu dengan
12 buah bas dan akan ditambah
jumlah bas sehingga Disember.

“Sebelum Disember ini, kita
akan pastikan terdapat 164
bas yang beroperasi dan 60
daripadanya adalah gantian bas
yang terpaksa ditarik atas faktor
bas melebihi jangka hayat yang
sesuai untuk operasi.

“Saya juga berharap menjelang
akhir tahun, terdapat tambahan
lebih 100 buah bas di Kuala Lumpur
dan 80 buah van untuk DRT bagi
melancarkan perjalanan pengguna
yang menggunakan pengangkutan
awam,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, Muhammad
Yazurin juga berkongsi pengalaman
pahit dan manis sepanjang 13
tahun berkhidmat dalam sektor
pengangkutan awam bersempena
dengan ulang tahun yang ke-20
Rapid KL

“Saya tidak akan lupa tentang
kesiapsiagaan petugas dalam
memberi bantuan perkhidmatan
bas shuttle oleh Rapid Bus kepada
para penumpang yang berkesan
sewaktu 16 stesen Kelana Jaya
ditutup.

“Betapa cekapnya barisan
petugas sehingga tiada masa rehat
dalam menguruskan masalah ini
bagi memastikan penumpang
dapat menggunakan perkhidmatan
awam dengan baik untuk ke
tempat kerja,” ujarnya.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA
Tarikh: 2 B.J LLUk
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Malaysia ada pakar tangani
ancaman siber

2647

- Mohamed Khaled

OlehHENDRA WINARNO
hendrawinarno@mediamulia.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Negara mem-
punyai pakar untuk menangani
serangan siber dalam pelbagai
bentuk termasuk cubaan meng-
ganggu dan mengintip sistem
pertahanan negara.

Menteri Pertahanan, Datuk
Seri Mohamed Khaled Nordin
mengakui serangan siber ke atas
sistem pertahanan negara terus
berlaku dan turut menjadi anca-
man kepada sektor lain.

“Yang penting ketika ini ada-
lah kita perlu ada kekuatan dan

kemampuan untuk menangani-

nya,” katanya kepada pemberita
selepas Majlis Menandatangani
Memorandum  Persefahaman

“ .'

Ia mungkmterus menmgkat dan tentunya
satu fenomena 'yang dihadapi

di mana- mana.Yangpenungketlka_ 3

ini adalah kita perlu ada kekuatan
dan kemampuan untuk menanganmya.

MOHAMED KHALED NORDIN

(MoU) antara UiTM Energy & Fa- -
cilities Sdn. Bhd. dan Boustead

(BHPetrol) di Kuala Lumpur, se-
malam.
Behau berkata Kementenan

- Pertahanan sudah mempunyal
- pakar yang berkemahiran dalam
Petroleum Marketing Sdn. Bhd. 3

tekuologl terkini.

e A e

ketinggal_an- dalam mengua-
sai teknologi terbaharu yang
berkembang amat pesat. :
“Kita kena tahu teknologi ba-
haru dan perlu tahu bagaimana
s’éranga_n berlaku. Selain itu,
perlu juga dititikberatkan ba-

‘hawa tidak wajar ada jurang
~ teknologi dalam sistem perta-
~ hanan kita;” katanya.

Pada Mac lalu, Khaled Nor-
din berkata, sistem pertahanan
negara menerima  kira-kira
3,000 serangan siber setiap hari
khususnya selepas Malaysia
menyatakan sokongan ‘terhadap
Palestm

- Beliau berkata serangan itu

~_Selain itu, Katanya, pihak membabltkan pelbagai  pihak
- kementenan ]uga akan memas-

tikan tenaga pakar itu tidak

yang bukan hanya bertujuan
mengintip pergerakan Malaysia,

-

malah mereka turut menggo-
dam sistem pertahanan negara.

Sementara itu, mengulas
mengenai pemakluman daripa-
da Jawatankuasa Kira-Kira Wang
Negara (PAC) yang akan me-
manggilnya bagi prosiding Lem-
baga Tabung Angkatan Tentera
(LTAT), dijadualkan pada Ogos
depan, beliau mengesahkan su-
dah menerima hal tersebut.

“Prosiding ini akan bincang-
kan perkara yang dibangkitkan
oleh Laporan Ketua Audit Ne-
gara (LKAN) untuk tahun 2022;”
katanya.

Prosiding itu bagi mendapat-
kan penjelasan susulan pende-
dahan rizab kewangan agensi
itu yang negatif seperti dilapor-
kan dalam LKAN Mac lalu.
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Selangor sumbang pe

laburan terbesar negara

KUALA LUMPUR: Selangor opti-
mis untuk mengekalkan presta-
sinya sebagai antara penyumbang
pelaburan terbesar negara merneru-
si penganjuran Sidang Kemuncak
Perniagaan Antarabangsa Selangor
2024 (SIBC 2024), kata Menteri Be-
sar Selangor, Amirudin Shari.
Beliau berkata, bagi suku per-
tama tahun ini, Selangor berada di
tempat ketiga dengan pelaburan
sebanyak RMi2 bilion.
Menurutnya, tahun lepas, Se-
langor berada di tempat kedua

mencatat RM55 bilon secara kes-
eluruhan.

“Jadi, sasaran kali ini untuk
mengekalkan jumlah pelaburan be-
sar dan mencipta peluang ekonomi
signifikan kepada rakyat.

“Melalui SIBC ini, ia menjadi
peluang ekonomi Selangor dan
Malaysia untuk berkembang dan
ruang kepada pempamer ke arah
pintu gerbang Asean,” katanya
kepada pemberita selepas per-
asmian pembukaan SIBC 2024 di
Pusat Konvensyen Kuala Lumpur,

...........

--------

semalam. ,
_ SIBC sesi pertama akan ber-
Jangsung serentak menghim-
punkan lebih 285 pempamer ter-
masuk dari negara luar.
Mengulas lanjut, Amirudin
berkata, pihak menjemput delegasi
ASEAN setiap untuk membincang-
kan fungsi dan potensi pelaburan
serantau termasuk Malaysia.
Jelas beliau, terdapat ‘mega
trend’ yang berkait dengan Malay-

sia antaranya di Selangor sendiri -

membabitkan digitalisasi, tenaga

hijau yang semua itu telah dimas-
ukkan di dalam kerangka Rancan-
gan Selangor Pertama (RS1). -

«Oleh itu, tumpuan kita mahu
menarik pelabur datang ke Ma-

laysia khususnya Selangor selain -

membuka ruang kepada negeri-
negeri lain mencipta peluang

. ekonomi.

“Contohnya, sektor industri
bukan hanya di Selangor tetapi
Negeri Sembilan dan Kedah tu-
rut hadir mempamerkan kawasan
baharu yang mereka sasarkan se-

_bagai kawasan industri,” katanya.

Amirudin berkata, pihaknya
gembira dapat berkongsi peluang
pelaburan dengan negeri lain.

“Ini termasuk negeri Pahang,
Melaka dan Johor dalam mem-
pamerkan terutama tempat
strategik untuk pelaburan.

“Ia bukan hanya pameran ba-
rang perniagaan tetapi pameran
kepada sokongan terhadap indus-
tri, pelaburan dalam negeri-ne-
geri dan Selangor serta Malaysia,”
katanya.
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THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SMOKE,
VAPOUR AND AEROSOL

Reassessing accessibility to ensure effective tobacco control methods and policies

ACCORDING to the Global Adult
Tobacco Survey (GATS) Malaysia
2023, the number of e-cigarette
users in Malaysia has increased
dramatically over the past 12
years.

The prevalence of e-cigarette
use among those aged 15-24
increased from 1.1% in 2011 to
8.6% in 2023, representing a
600% rise.

Meanwhile, the overall rate of
e-cigarette use in the country
has also surged, going from 0.8%
in 2011 to 5.8% in 2023 - more
than a six-fold increase.

The survey found that 68.1%
of Malaysian adults are aware of
e-cigarettes, and 8.9% (10.5% of
men, 0.8% of women) have used
them.

This uptake could be due to
inadequate information regard-
ing vapes, e-cigarettes and other
alternative tobacco products —
how they are distinct and why
they should be regulated accord-
ingly.

What's in aerosols?

While smoke is technically an
aerosol, not all aerosols are cre-
ated equal.

Smoke is a complex mixture
of solid particles and thousands
of chemicals generated at high
temperatures when a material
burns.

By contrast, an aerosol formed
at lower temperatures through
vaporisation and condensation
is much simpler and contains
far fewer harmful chemicals.

This also means that e-ciga-
rettes do not use tobacco - they.
vaporise an e-liquid solution
containing nicotine and flavours
when used.

Since there is no burning
involved, neither heat-not-burn
products nor vapes produce ash
or smoke. Instead, they use heat-
ing systems to generate an aero-
sol inhaled by users, classifying
heated tobacco products and
vapes as “smoke-free” alterna-
tives. .

Based on Philip Morris
International’s (PMI) research,
heated tobacco products’ (HTP)
aerosol contains significantly
fewer harmful chemicals com-
pared to cigarette smoke—a
claim supported by both target-
ed and untargeted analyses con-
ducted by the company.

These additional compounds
are likely attributed to the fla-
vour system used in HTPs. A tox-
icological evaluation concluded
that these additional compounds
do not pose any additional haz-
ard compared to cigarette smoke
[1].

PMI Project Management and
Knowledge Integration manager
Mark Bentley highlighted the
significant differences between
the two, emphasising the
reduced presence of harmful
chemicals in heated ‘tobacco aer-
osol.

From the list of more than
100 harmful and potential
harmful constituents (HPHCS),
various governments and regu-
latory bodies have compiled

are linked to various health issues.

priority lists of toxicants that
require measurement in ciga-
rette smoke. The most compre-
hensive list is by the [United
States] Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and their
list of 93 constituents.

“PMI has analysed, using tar-
geted methods, the concentra-
tions of these 93 constituents in
cigarette smoke versus heated
tobacco aerosol. !

“The results showed a 90-95%
reduction for these constituents
in heated tobacco aerosol com-
pared to cigarette smoke. This
reduction aligns with the find-
ings of other independent stud-
ies,” he said.

While HTP aerosol contains
significantly lower levels of
harmful chemicals compared to
cigarette smoke, it is important
g-: remember that it is not risk-

ee.

Exposure from alternatives

For one, PMI had conducted a
passive exposure study in Japan
to assess the impact of tobacco
heating systems (THS) use in
real-life settings on users and
non-users.

PMI Regional Scientific
Engagement Asia director
Tomoko lida stated that, “this
study exposed non-smokers to
THS aerosol in a restaurant in
Tokyo®, with the results showing
that the use of THS didn’t gener-
ate environmental smoke and
had no adverse effects on indoor
air quality [2].

“Also, non-smokers didn't
have an increase in exposure to
nicotine and tobacco-specific

Smoke from combustion is the primar

&

nitrosamines (TSNA) as a result
of passive exposure to the THS
aerosol,” she said.

In tandem, Japan’s Health
Ministry had also conducted its
own studies and concluded that
the “results do not negate the
inclusion of HTPs within a regu-
latory framework for indoor tol-
erable use from exposure to HTP
aerosol, unlike cigarette smoke”.

In a reduced emission study
published in the Journal of
UOEH—the National Institute of
Public Health (NIPH) of Japan—
concluded that “the concentra-
tions of nicotine in tobacco fill-
ers and the mainstream smoke
of IQOS were almost the same as
those of conventional combus-
tion cigarettes, while the concen-
tration of TSNAs was one fifth
with carbon monoxide one hun-
dredth that of conventional com-
hustion cigarettes.

Concerns on accessibility

The GATS Malaysia 2023 sur-
vey also revealed that smoking
cessation behaviours and health-
care utilisation among smokers
have remained stagnant over
the past year.

This suggests that while e-ciga-
rette use is rising rapidly, efforts
to help people quit smoking
more broadly have seen limited
Progress.

Research by Public Health
England demonstrated the
importance of providing accessi-
ble and affordable cessation
support and services to help
smokers quit.

These include evidence-hased
interventions such as counsel-

ling, nicotine replacement thera-
Py (NRT) and quitline services.
Public awareness campaigns:
and educational initiatives also
play a crucial role in promoting
the availability and effectiveness
of these resources.

Importantly, those aiming to
switch to less harmful alterna-
tives or quit need to ensure ade-
quate access to and use of NRT,
as Inadequate nicotine replace-
ment or premature discontinua-
tion are both linked to a higher
likelihood of relapsing to smok-
ing [3].

While current tobacco regula-
tions restrict the sale of ciga-
rettes and other tobacco prod-
ucts to individuals under gge 18,
e-cigarettes and vape products
containing nicotine remain
readily accessible to minors.

This accessibility is a growing
concern due to the removal of
liquid nicotine from the Poisons
Act 1952, which was intended to
enable taxation on e-liquids with
nicotine but inadvertently
opened a loophole for unre-
stricted sales.

It is crucial to address this reg-
ulatory gap and implement
measures to restrict the sale of
nicotine-containing products to
individuals under the Ieg;al}nage.

This can be achieved ugh
various strategies, such as:

> Enacting legislation that spe-
cifically prohibits the sale of nic-
otine-containing products to
minors.

> Implementing age verifica-
tion systems at points-of-sale.

> Raising awareness about the
potential risks of tobacco prod-
ucts among youth and parents.

NEW STRAIT
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y reason for harmful constituents in cigarettes as it generates thousands of chemicals and solid particles that

While these products demon-
strate significant reductions in
harmful chemicals compared to
cigarette smoke, it remains
important to address issues of
accessibility to minors and
implement robust regulations
to safeguard public health.

By leveraging research find-
ings and raising public aware-
ness about the harm of tobacco
use, these strategies have prov-
en effective in reducing smok-
ing rates, preventing initiation,
and protecting public health.

Continued research, evalua-
tion, and implementation of evi-
dence-based tobacco control
strategies are essential to fur-
ther progress in reducing the
burden of tobacco-related dis-

Edases. w Iq_
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‘Selangor can
tap national
enablers to
achieve GDP
target ey

KUALA LUMPUR: Selangor should
leverage national policies and
enablers toreach its RM500 billion
gross domestic product (GDP) tar-
get within three years, said Invest-
ment, Trade and Industry Minister
Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul Tengku
Abdul Aziz.

Highlighting various nation-
al-level plans, such as the green
investment strategy, he said this
will help Selangor achieveits objec-
tives.

“Selangor’st approved invest-
ments in the first quarter of 2024
of RM12.4 billion make it one of
the biggest investment contribu-
tors to Malaysia’s first quarter per-
formance,” he said in his keynote
address at the 8th Selangor Asean
Business Conference 2024.

Tengku Zafrul said with strong
collaboration between the minis-
try, Invest Selangor and Malay-
sian Investment Developmient
Authority (Mida), he is confident
more investments will flow into
Selangor.

He said Selangor can leverage
Malaysia’s chairmanship of Asean
next year and Asean’s position as
a “darling destination” for manu-
facturing.

He said Asean has a collective
GDP of almost US$3.7 trillion (2022)
and is the third largest regional
economy in Asia and fifth largest
in the world.

Despite global challenges, for-
eign directinvestment (FDI) inflow
into Asean stood at US$155 billion
in2023.

Al}iﬁ- T]{%ES

Investment, Trade and Industry Minister Tengku Datulk Seri Zafrul
Tengku Abdul Aziz (right) and Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari at the 8th Selangor Asean Business Conference 2024 in
Kuala Lumpur yesterday. PIC BY AZIAH AZMEE

“ThankstoAsean’sneutralstance,
FDI inflows look set to remain steady
inthecomingyears, particularlyamid
the geopolitical conflicts between
the US and China, as well as between
Ukraine and Russia,” said Tengku
Zafrul.

Hesaid Aseanalsohasa combined
population of over 670 million people,
of which 213 million, or 31 per cent, are
those aged 15-34, making up a young
talent pool.

“This demographic dividend is
also seen in Selangor, whose working
people makeup 67 pet cent of its popu-
lation, partly due to its popularity as
a ‘land of opportunities’ for workers
from other states.”

OnMalaysia's Asean chairmanship
next year, Tengku Zafrul said it is a
crucial opportunity to align Asean’s
directionwith national and state eco-
nomic policies.

“The ministry will lead Malaysia’s
chairmanship in the economie pillar,
guided by the overarching objectives
of the Asean Economic Community
Council. The ministry is in the pro-
cess of crafting Malaysia's Priority
Economic Deliverables or PEDs.”

The PEDs will be framed around
four key strategic thrusts, namely*
enhancing trade and investment
between Asean member states, inte-
grating and connecting economies,
forging inclusive and sustainable
future and transforming the digital
future.

pazires e sy

“Given Selangor’s location in
the Klang Valley, businesses stand
a strong chance of leveraging key
events in Kuala Lumpur to elevate
themselves and build their regional
profile, particularly as the ministry
and its agencies have been working
hard to make Malaysia a manu-
facturing and services hub in the
region.”

Selangor’s GDP growth at 5.4 per
centin 2023 surpassed the national
GDP growth of 3.6 per cent.

Meanwhile, Selangor Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
said the state needs to reinvigorate
its manufacturing capacity toreach
the RM500 billion GDP target.

He said while the services and
manufacturing sectors remain
valuable components in Selangor’s
economic contribution to the coun-
try, accounting for 32.6 per cent and
26.7 per cent, respectively, the state
government cannot be complacent.

“According to reports, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund expects
emerging and developing Asia to
grow 4.3 per centin 2024. "

“The World Bank projected that.
Malaysia’s economy would grow 4.3
percentthisyearand4.5percentin
2025, We need to continue working
hard, and working with partnetslike
theInvestment, Trade and Industry
Ministry and Mida, to rise to the
challenge,” he said in his keynote
address at the Mida Invest Series.



SELANGOR ASEAN BUSINESS CONFERENCE

Energy, water efficiency standards for data centres
to be announced in September

KUALA LUMPUR: The government
will announce electricity and
water efficiency standards for data
centresin September. following the
influxof datacentreinvestmentsin
the country.

Investment, Trade and Indus-
try Minister Tengku Datuk Seri
Zafrul Tengku Abdul Aziz said the
National Investment Council has
suggested that Sirim Bhd and the
Standards Department come up

7 standards for data
ecially for electricity

with efficie
centres, e
and water.
He said the multiplier effect
from data centre investments in
the countryiss
“Google announ an invest-
ment of RM9 billion recently but
the spillover would amount to

is that we have good infrastruc-
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ture, we have energy, and with the
National Energy Transition Road-
map, we* will get green energy. We
also have a lot of companies that
need data centres,” he said at the
Sth Selangor Asean Business Con-
ference.

Public Investment Bank Bhd
said in a report the data centre
boomwill see power needs balloon-
ing from 990 megawatts (MW) to
1.400MW by 2029.




Miti targets eightfold jump
n value of green investments

BY AIMIE SHAZRIE
nbiz@thesundaily.com

JALA LUMPUR: The Ministry of
vestment, Trade and Industry
fiti) aims to attract about eight
nes the current value of green
vestments into Malaysia and
mulate socio-economic growth,
Minister Tengku Datuk Seri
drul Tengku Abdul Aziz said that

the current global race to net-

ro, this aligns with the
sponsibility of Miti as the main
ordinating and implementing
inistry for the Green Investment
:ategy (GIS).

“The GIS will complement
isting policies such as New
dustrial Master Plan 2030, the
itional  Energy  Transition
:admap and National Industry
G Framework,” he said in his
ynote speech at the 8th Selangor
ean Business Conference 2024
ABC 2024) yesterday.

# Aim is to stimulate socio-economic growth,
aligns with ministry’s responsibility in
coordinating and implementing strategy:

Tengku Zafrul

He added that Selangor will
benefit from this in terms of new
business opportunities for SMEs,
and skills development for
Selangorians in the green industry.

In 2023, Tengku Zafrul said,
Malaysia recorded a 23% increase
in approved investments, to the
tune of RM329.5 billion, with

‘Selangor receiving more than

RM55 billion. “This growth is
partly attributed to Asean’s firm
stance on its neutrality and
independence, which attracted
RM654.1 billion (US$155 billion)
of foreign direct investments.”

Tengku Zafrul said Selangor’s
first-quarter 2024 approved
investments of RM12.4 billion
make it one of the biggest
investment contributors  to
Malaysia's Q124 investments,
whichisolidifies Selangor’s rank as
Malaysia's leading hub for
innovation and economic growth.

“This paves the way for Selangor
to leverage Asean’s position as the
world's current ‘darling destination’
for investments in manufacturing’
he remarked.

For digital transformation,
Tengku Zafrul said the creation of

Tengku Zafrul
(second from
right) and
Amirudin

(second from left)
and Selangor
Exco for
[nvestment, Trade
and Mobility Ng
Sze Han (left)
viewing one of
the displays at
SABC 2024. -
ADIB RAWI
YAHYA/THESUN
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data centres in Malaysia would
generate economic benefits and
have a significant multiplier effect
on job creation.

“For instance, Google recently
announced an investment of
RM9.4 billion, with the economic
benefits expected to double to
RM15 billion and generate over
20,000 job opportunities.

“Although the direct job impact
might not be extensive, the arrival
of major tech companies and the
establishment of data centres can

‘be compared to constructing a

‘highway, which will facilitate the
entry of other businesses into
Malaysia.”

On a separate matter, Tengku
Zafrul said the Asean Digital
Economy Framework (Defa),
currently under negotiation, is
likely to be completed during the’
Asean Summit next year,

Intratrade  within ~ Asean
currently stands at 20%, he added,
and Defa is expected to boost
trade between member states,
particularly for SMEs.

Tengku Zafrul said that a way to
increase Asean's intratrade is
through increasing digital e-
commerce and this would help
SMEs. .

Meanwhile, Selangor Inter-
national Business Summit 2024
officially kicked off yesterday,
marking the start of its first series
with SABC 2024 and the Selangor
Investment and Industrial Park
Expo 2024, being held at the Kuala
Lumpur Convention Centre until
tOmorrow. :

The launch of SABC 2024 was
officiated by Selangor Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari.
The event spans two days and
features 20  distinguished
speakers from 10 countries, in-
cluding Singapore, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, Brunei, Timor-Leste

~and Malaysia, and from the

Buropean Union, and is hosting
200 international delegates from
23 countries.
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CSR is a self-regulating business
model that helps a company be
socially accountable—to itself, its
stakeholders and the public. CSR
can be broken down into four
main aspects:

1. Environment

This involves initiatives that reduce:
the company’s carbon footprint,
conserve water, source eco-friend-
ly materials and generally mini-
mise the environmental impact of
business operations.

24

This includes corporate donations
of money, products, or services

to social causes and non-profit
organisations. / :

This could take the form of a
company offering grants to local
schools or matching employee
donations to charitable organisa-
tions.

3. Ethics
This focuses on fair and ethical
treatment of all stakeholders,

~ that contribute.

- economic

including employ-
ees, customers,
suppliers, and the
wider commu-
nity.

4. Economy
This involves

making finan-
cial dedisions

to long-term

sustainability.
Including paying
fair wages, invest-
ing in local commu-
nities, and ensuring
fair trade practices, or
supporting local suppliers
over cheaper international
‘options to bolster the local
‘economy.

Consider a tech company that
reduces its carbon footprint by
transitioning to renewable energy,
supports coding education for
underprivileged communities,
adheres to ethical labour practices
and invests in local suppliers. This
company is addressing all four
aspects of CSR.

ESG:A

ESG criteria are stand-
ards for a company’s
operations that social-
ly conscious investors.
use to screen potential
investments.

Unlike CSR, which is
often more qualitative
and driven by good-
will, ESG is quantita-
tive, data-driven and
used as a business
tool.

ESG criteria are divided into
three main categories:

1. Environmental
Measures a company’s impact on
the environment. induding carbon
emissions, waste management,
and energy efficiency.

Investors look for metrics that
show a company is actively reduc-
ing its environmental footprint.

2. Social

Evaluates how a company manag-
es relationships with employees,
suppliers, customers, and the
communities where it operates.
Metrics include labour practices,

diversity, community engagement
and human rights.

3. Governance

Assess a company’s leadership,
executive pay, audits, internal
controls and 'shareholder rights.
Governance metrics evaluate eth-
ical'and transparent operations at
the highest levels.

ESG criteria are used by inves-
tors to make informed decisions
about where to allocate their

- funds.

Companies with strong ESG
metrics are often seen as low-
er-risk, more sustainable invest-
ments.

CSR

Actionable takeaways for
companies

1. Quantify

> Measure the impact of CSR
activities (e.g. waste diverted
from landfills, renewable ener-
By usage). .

> Use specific metrics like tons
of waste recycled or the num-
ber of volunteer hours.

> Utilise tools like the Global
Reporting Initiative (GRI) or the
Sustainability Accounting Stand-
ards Board (SASB).

CSR and ESG:
forces
While CSR focuses on ethical com-
mitments and qualitative actions, =
ESG provides a framework for
quantifying these actions.
(SR activities can be translated
into measurable ESG metrics,
which investors use to evalu-
ate a company’s performance.
CSRinitiatives that contrib-
ute to positive environmental
or social outcomes can directly
align with ESG goals:

CSR activities

~ likearecycling
programme
. orsourcing

2 Align CSR with ESG goals

> Ensure CSR initiatives support ESG

goals.
> Choose activities that align with

ESG priorities like community en-
gagement and diversity.

> Regularly track and disclose

SR and ESG performance to build
trustand improve ratings.

3. Maintain

fransparency
> Be transparent about CSR activities and impacts.
> Report regularly with clear, measurable data.
- Communicate efforts and achievements to stakeholders through reports,

websites and social media.

For example, the amount of
waste diverted from landifills or
the percentage of energy sourced
from renewables can be tracked.

CSR efforts in community engage-
ment and ethical labour practices

can enhance ESG scores by track-

ing metrics like velunteer hours to
community projects.

Transparent and ethical CSR
practices can improve governance
metrics through regular audits,
transparent reporting. and ethical
leadership practices.

Consider a retall company that
implements a robust recycling
programme, supports local edu-
cation Initiatives, ensures ethical
labour practices and maintains
transparent governance.

This company can translate
these CSR activities into measura-
ble ESG metrics, improving its ESG
ratings and attracting investors.

improvement
> Regularly review and update
CSR initiatives to align with
evolving ESG criteria.
> Benchmark against industry
standards and peers for continu-
ous improvement.

5. Engage stakeholders

> Gather feedback from employ-
ees, customers and investors.

> Use surveys, focus groups,

and meetings toinform CSR
activities and identify areas for
improvement.

While CSR and ESG are dis-
tinct concepts, they are intrin-
sically linked. CSR provides the
ethical and qualitative founda-
tion, while ESG offers a quanti-
| tative, data-driven framework
| to measure and report these
efforts.

By understanding and lever-
aging the relationship between
CSR and ESG, companies can
not only improve their sustaind-
bility practices but also enhance
their appeal to socid
scious investors.
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By LEE CHONGHUI

a qustion. one should. bear in mlnd
that’guvemrnens hold behemoth
tasks that take time and effort from:
individuals who - just like any other
person, have their own mindset and
are affected by behavioural blms

to WEH:UmE.
This brings us to another qus-
tion - is there a need for mindset
shifts amid this age of transforma-
tion and sustainability? Yes, there is

when there’s progress to be made .

starting from the grassroots, all the
way up to governance.

a igh chance of suc-
cess. Yet, the same cannot be said
in the Ma!ayslan context. s

Allhumans have been gui
committing the 4f 1 don'tdoit,
sameone else will”| behavio
some poipt in life. This rela
phenomenon called diffusion of
responsibility, which is similar to the
bystander effect. Simply put, it
occurs when each individual
dassumes someone else will take up
the responsibility and act on it, but
no one actually does.

This mindset comes into play
with pressing matters the world
current!y faces, such as climate
change, himan rights, destruction
of nature's assets (natural resourc-
es, environment and animals).

If each person pushes responsi-
bility to the next person, who is
going to be the “someone else” that
would do the right thing - no matter
how small the act - that could ripple
into larger-scale change in society?
For efforts in driving a sustainable
future to work, people, businesses
and government are required to
change their mindset and take up
some form of social responsibility.

to achieve social sustainability that -

can benefit society as awhole.
According to the World Bank,
communities-and societies that are

more socially sustainable are more

willing and able to work together to
overcome challenges, deliver. public-
goods, and allocate scarce resourc-
es in ways perceived to be legiti- -
mate and fair so'that all people may
thrive over time.

Comprising four key components
- social cohesion, inclusion, resil-
ience, and process legitimacy-
social sustainability is fundamental
in addressing today's development
challenges and is the social counter-
part to environmental and econom-
Ic sustainability.

Social responsibility boosts
inabilty

Social responsibility Is defined as

,ncempa'

i

an ethical framework wherehy an
organlsaﬂon or indeUa!. has an

bility and suiccess of organisations
OF systems.

Aresearch titled The Impact of
Environmental, Social and Governance
Practices (ESG) on Economic
Performance: Evidence from E5G Score
has shown that businesses with low
corporate social practices (CSP) have
higher financial performance than
firms with moderate CSP, but firms
with high CSP have the highest
financial performance. This sup-
ports the theoretical argument that
stakeholders can transform soual
responsiblllty 1nto 'pi‘oﬂt. ¥

safety, employee discrirr lr#auonf
safety and sharehold; =
According to the research, CSP.
can also be defined as a construct
that emphasises a company's *
responsibilities to multiple stake-
holders, such as employees and the -
community as a whole, in addition
to its traditional responslbllﬂiu to
economic shareholders.
Another study conducted by
Singapore's Nanyang Technological

rlght mindset and behavi

I obiigauon to act for the ben‘eﬁt of
© society at large. Itis a rneans‘of ¥ |

achieving susta]nablllty as adupﬁng
key sodial responsibility principles,
such as dccountability and h'anspar-

“ency, can help ensure long-term via- -

? (consumers. em'lrunmen roduct

University titled Institutional share-

. ues, Fu P
is found to specifically reduce cer-

holders and corporate social responsi-
bility disclosed that lnsﬂtuuon_al

funds that invests money on behalf

- oficlients or members) can generate
- real social Impact.

The research highlights I:hat insti-
tutional shareholders mainly drive
improvements in CSR issties that
are finandially material to firm val-
re, higher ownership

tain negative CSR issues that might
lead to lawsuits or regulatory penal-
ties due togender dlsafminatlon
unsafe workplaces, nnn—compllance

with environmental regulations, or :

improper marketing.

Meanwhile, the report also men-
tions prior studies have shown that
individual investors could derive util-
ity by investing in accordance with
their social preferencs for sodal
rsponslblllty

 From ‘1f I don't dcrft. someone Z
else wil" to “we want to doit"is the
mindset shift t that is needed now.in-
advancing sustainability efforts,
Stewardship Asia Centre (SAC) chief
executive officer Rajeev Peshawaria
opines that mare business leaders
should see themselves as “steward

2 leaders' of planel: earth and human-.

'I'hse steward Ieaders phmt

from seeing sustalnabi]ity as a cost
" compliance or risk problem to a

win-win-win growth opportunity.

Yes, they want to make ‘money, but

they do it by addressing the most
pressing human problems today,”.

‘shareholders (a company organi-

-satlon su:h as hedge fund. mutual

hd‘govemments need to adopt the
our to drive social responsibility
that can enhance sustainability efforts i in the long run

Ve
says Rajeev in a radio podcast ’
regardlng SAC’ recently published

Boardsassmrds ofSustarnabuny #8
report.

Stewardshlpksla Centre Is a’
“hon-profit organisation established
byTemasek dedicated to help busl-_

] nbssand gavemment Ieadem.

Invwnrs. and individuals accelerate
leadership action on environmental
and sodal challenges through cata-
lytlc knowledge and adwsp

‘Rajeev shares that steward lead-
ers have set their mind to inculcate
good values into their organlsatluns
DNA. .,

"The firstls interdependence - the
more we do for society, the more
the business is going to succeed,
Second is the long-term view-to

think in generations not in quarters

oryears.

“Third is they adopt an uwnershlp
‘mentality - taking ownership to do
business and make money by solv-
ing problems. Fourth is creative
resﬂlence. which is all about innova-
tion.”

He| notes that the four values
mentioned above are embedded
into the company culture so that
everybody behaves with these val-
ues, even when no one is looking

“It's not easy to do, but by walking
the talk, steward leaders create that
culmre They also articulate a pur-
pose which differs from the normal
purpose - which'is to make money
and not break the law while doing it.

“Astewardship purpose differs
from normal purpose in the sense
that it creates a collective better
future for stakeholders, society,
future generations, and the environ-

Slewardshlp Ama Oentre chief
executive officer Rajeey

- Peshawaria opines that more busi-

ness leaders should see them-
selves as “steward leaders® of

planet earth and humanity.

Steward leadership is an intention-
ality to do well by doing good.

ment. We call it the steward leader-
ship compass.

“Then through the lens of this
compass, make decisions from
strategy to pricing, execution, to hir-
ing. When this is done, you're going
to make money in the long run and
stay profitable for hundreds of
years, notjust quarters,” he says. -

He adds that the board of every
company plays a crucial role in pur-
suing steward leadership.

“Steward leadership, more than
anyﬂaing else, is an intentionality to
do welllby doing good: It is some-
thing anyone can acquire without
training. You just need to keep your
eyes and ears open to see what
saclety.and our planet s going
through.

“Steward leaders want to do well
by doing good. | want my life to
matter, my business to matter,”

“says Rajeev.

T0 sumup, adopting the right
mindsetiis crucial in practising social
responsibility but one must also
keep in mind that nothing can be
achieved without consistent action.
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A tale of two cities: Selangor and Stockholm

Examining the government’s role in

urban development

By CHOW ZHI EN
ESGeditorial@thestar.com.my

OR governments and munici-
Fpallties, soclal respansibility
entails a commitment to
enhancing the wellbeing of society
as a whole. :

It goes beyond economic consid-
erations and encompasses social,
environmental and ethical dimen-
sions.

Socially responsible governmeénts
enable sustainable development by
ensurlng that urban growth mini- *
mises negative environmental
impacts, promotes resource effi-
ciency and maintains lung-terrn eco-—
logical balance.

g

in the context of urban planning,

social responsibility for govern-
ments and municipalities involves:
several key aspects.

First, it requires equitable and
inclusive development, ensuring -
equal access to resources, services
and opportunities for all members
of society. Not only that, it also pri-
oritises public health and safety
through measures to protect public
wellbeing, maintain clean environ-
ments and improve safety condi-
dons. ¢

Stakeholder engagement and col-
aboration are essentialin social
‘esponsibllity, as they actively
nvolve the public in decision-mak-
ng processes, fostering community.
:ngagement and making collabora-
ive efforts with stakeholders to
iddress social challenges collective-
y.

What's happening in
Stockholm?

In terms of urban planning, Srnan:.,

“ity Sweden is a Swedish

itate-founded export platform ﬁxa:; :

nitiates cooperation between
sweden and other countries within
imart and sustainable city solu-
ions. ?

Stockholm, the capital city of
sweden), Is taking significant steps
{0 promote sustainability and
advance urban planning. with one

of the key measures implemented
by the city being the mandatory col-
lection of food waste.

Beginning this year, a recent leg-
islationt in Sweden mandates the
separation of food waste for both
households and businesses.

Additionally, all local authorities in
Sweden are required to establish ~
systems for the separate culleuion
of food waste. g

Although food waste separation
has been practised in various
regions of the country for some
ime, it'is only now being officially:
‘egulated by law.

According to calculations from
stockholm Vatten och Avfall—the
‘ompany responsible for the capi-
al's waste management—a mere

5kg of food waste can power a car
9 cover an impressive distance of
Imost a mile”.

In related news, Stockholm Vatten'

- och Avfall is building a sorting plant.
in Hogdalen to enable more house-
holds Iiving in apartments to sort out
‘their food waste, which is a new

' approach to the local government's

role in providing recycling facilities:

Swedes recognise food waste as a
valuable energy source. It is uti- -
lised—among other applications—to
produice biogas, serving as a sustain-
able substitute for fossil fuels used in
buses, lorries and even cars, 3

In addition, Avfall Sverige, the

. Swedish waste‘hwnagement organ-

isation, reveals that a significant
majority of munldpalltles in

Sweden, specifically 256 out of 290, -

- have implemented varying levels of.

- food waste collection systemsat ﬂ1e.

Source
- However, some smaller munlci-

paﬂties. par;lcuiar!ytmse located in

northern Sweden and rural areas,
have yetto introduce such systems.
The decision to abstain from
implementation is often a result of
the substantial costs associated
with low population densities, long
distances and challenging weather

conditions, which make waste man-

agement more difficult in these
regions.

Closer to home

Similarly, the Town and Country
Planning Department
(PLANMalaysia) has implemented
several initiatives to improve access:
to sustainable waste management
and recycling services in urban
areas across Malaysia.

PLANMalaysia is a department.
under the Housing and Local
~ Government Ministry (KPKT), with
the goal of improving people's well-
being and national prosperity by
2030.+ :

The department provides plan-
ning advisofy services and helps
local authorities prepare develop-
ment plans at all levels,
- Some of their notable key meas-
ures include:

> Cumpreheqsive waste collec-

“tion and disposal: The government:

has mandated regular waste collec-
tion schedules to ensure timely

‘removal of household and commer-

cial waste. It has also provided

‘guidelines for developing sanitary
landfills and waste processing facili-
ties to manage waste effectively and

minimise environmentalimpact.
> Recycling programmes:

PLANMalaysia has made it a
requirement to provide recycling
bins and the establishment of recy-
cling centres to encourage waste
segregatlon 1.and recycling among
residents. Public awareness canm-

palgnshavebeenlhundiedwedu- A

cate people on the importance of
recycling and proper waste dispos-

is also supporting the development
of waste-to-energy facilities to con-
vert non-recydabie waste into ener-

> Green nelghbouﬂmod Iniﬂa- .

tives: The urban planningﬁame-
work fndudsprmnuﬁng urban

- farming pracdca in communities,
which tncurporates composting and -

the reduction of single-use plastics
to rurther knprow: waste manage-

ment and recycling.
> Waste dispnsal regulations:

‘Enforcement ur"regulatluns for

proper waste disposal, including

- hazardous waste.

> Sustainability monitoring:
Using the Malaysian Urban-Rural
National Indicators Network for
Sustafnahle Development
(MURNInets) to measure and assess
the sustainability of a local authority
area through urban indicators.

They have also introduced inter-
vention plans such as the Land Use
Planning Master Plan For National
Food Produiction Area (KAGUMN) to

reduce our dependence on import- .

ed food products and increase our.
self-sufficiency rate.

PLANMalaysia’s sustainable urban
development strategies to enhance
livability and environmental sustain-

e
r deve plng sanitapz”
nvi nmenlal impa

abllity across our cities,

According to PLANMalaysia, they
ensure successful implementation
of community-based planning or
micro-planning through several spe-
cial action plans as the fourth tier:
planning - namely the Urban Special
Action Plan (PTKB), Rural Special
Action Plan (PTKLB) and Community

*/Special Action Plan (PTKK).

“These plans enable communi-
ty-based projects to solve current
issues that need fast action and ful-
fil the needs of the community. The
fourth tier planning or micro-plan-
‘ning must address people’s needs,
To plan for the people by the peo-
ple, and to let the people shape the

- environment they want to live in,”
 PLANMalaysia told StarsG,
al. They added that the government ~ “The .

e upcoming 5th National
hysical Plan (NPP5) and the 3rd
National Urbanisation Policy (NUP3)
will further strengthen the people

- and community aspects by stressing

on the human scale planning and
community building for our future
cities as visualised by Malaysla
'MADANI's aspiration.” . .

PLANMalaysia is also involved in
planning guidelines to promote tni-
form access to resources, services
and’ opportunities across Malaysian
' society.

As they are the leader in urban
and rural planning in Malaysia, their
other initiatives also include ensur-
ing access to affordable hnuslng
~ equitably distributing public facilities
' such as healthcare and. educaﬂun.
improving public transportation con-

nectivity, expanding community

development projects and promot-
ing sustainable management of nat-
ural resources.

These measures aim to create a
more inclusive society where all resi-
dents have the chance to thrive,
regardless of their backgmund or
location.

. Meanwhile in local news, The Star
reported (May 15) that Selangor’s
Waste management system would
undergo a due diligence period of

promotlng and supporting social responsibility through

inspection ahead of its plan to
adopt the Solid Waste and Put
Cleansing Management Act (A
672). ;

Housing and Local Guvemrr
Minister Nga Kor Ming had sai
all of Selangor’s assets related
public waste were undergoing
thorough inspection by the Na
Solid Waste Management
|Department. |

Previously on March 10, Nga

~ announced that Seiangor had

agreed in principle to adopt Ac

- after Selangor Ruler Sultan’

Sharafudin Idris Shah granted |

an audience to which the lattet

sented to adopting the Act.
The Act, which is better knov

- Act 672, makes it compulSory fi

solid waste to be separated int
recyclables and non-recyclable:

Although, it is currently only
applied to the states of Pahang

~ Johor, Melaka, Negri Sembilan,

Perlis and Kedah, as well as Ku:
Lumpur and Putrajaya.

- Zooming in on Selangor

Although, Stockholm is focus
specifically on organic waste (fr|
food waste generated by house
holds), Selangor. has been maki
significant strides in waste man
ment, with several'key compon
shaping its current landscape.

Waste collection and public
cleansing in Selangor are prima
handled by KDEB Waste
Management (KDEBWM), a stati
owned enterprise,

KDEBWM is responsible for
domestic waste collection, bulky
waste removal, street sweeping
drain cleaning, ensuring a clean
and more organised environme
for residents.

However, the reliance on lanc
for waste disposal remains a pri
ry challenge. With landfills reach
capacity, Selangor recognises th
need for alternative waste man:
ment solutions.

“In response to landfills reachii
peak capacity, the state is also

‘undertaking the Selangor Green

Energy Eco Park (SGEEF) project,
which includes the construction
waste-to-energy (WTE) plant in
Rawang.

The WTE plant aims to proces
significant portion of Sel3@zor's
waste while generating electricit
reducing the dependence on lan
fills and providing a renewable
energy source.

The existing infrastructure, m:
aged by KDEBWM, emphasises
waste collection and disposal.

However, with the constructio|
the SGEEP waste-to-energy plant
and the presence of nascent req
cling initiatives, Selangor is movir
towards a more sustainable and
comprehensive waste managem
approach.

But, if the government were to
provide the necessary access an¢
infrastructure for Malaysians like
what Stockholm plans to do, wou
we be able to utilise these faciliti¢
efficiently and effectively?
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Scientific approaches
to long-term solutions

Practical, holistic solutions needed to address
interconnected challenges to sustamable development

By CHOW ZHI EN
ESGeditorial@thestar.com.my

HE world continues to face
T Ppressing issues - from poverty.

and inequality to climate
change and resource scarcity - pos-

ing significant barriers to achieving -

sustainable development.
Governments are often con-

strained by bureaucracy and. budg- G

etary limitations, hindering the -
speed at which comprehensive, |
innovative solutions are dellvered.__
This is where the private: sector.
corporations in particular, have a
critical role to play - possessing the

resources, expertise and agility:that
can complement and enhance pub-'- .

lic sector efforts,

Consumers and stakeholders are
increasingly demanding that busi-
nesses be a force for positive
change, driven by a growing aware--
ness of environmental, soclal and
governance (ESG) issues.

Erom concerns over climate
change and social inequalities to
corporate scandals, the publicis
placing greater emphasis on the
ethical conduct and social impact of
companies, rather than solely focus-
ing on profits.

This shiftin consumer and stake-

holder expectations has compelled

businesses to recognise that 1 max-. 3

imising shareholder value Is no ik
longer a sustalnabte Iun,g-xem'l strat-
egy. ¥
Companies that prlurlﬁse suclal
responsibility:and integrate ESG-
considerations into their core _oper—
ations will position themselves for
sustained graowth and competitive
advantage, beyond ethical obli-
gauuns.

CSR in‘Mala]'sia

Locally, corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) has emerged as a form
of sustainability governance with
advantages'to the economic, envi--
ronment and social progress of a
company.

A strong CSR approach that con-
siders social, environmental and
ethical factors would naturally align
with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and is
likely to excel in ESG metrics.

According to a study titled Review
of Literature on Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), the review found
that CSR is becoming an increasing-
ly prominent global phenomenon.

However, it also notes that many
Malaysian public firms are respond-
ing slowly, especially when it comes
to environmental protection and
community welfare initiatives.

Citing prior studies, the review:
suggests that a significant majority
ofisurveyed Malaysian firms were

Ong: ‘We are pursuing the SDGs

- governmenits and businesses must

- environmental

&

with a different approach, and
hope to find solutions through a
data-based methodology. We are
Integrating our groupwide CSR
endeavours with Sunway
University’s research capabilities
to drive sustainable and positive
change. |

- classified in the "unfavourable to

moderate” categories in terms of
effectively implementing CSR poli-

cles, lagging behind global stand-
ards.

* The increasing focus on therole
of €5R is also crucial in the mntext
of rapid urbanisation. -

‘As morapeople mfgratetu ddm,

collaborauemaddress the;ocial i

Urbanisation: A closer look
Urbanisation, the rapid growth
and development of cities, has given

rise to persistent societal challeng-
es, chief among them are pockets of
poverty and neighbourhood decay.
Often driven by the migration of
rural populations seeking better
economic opportunities in cities,
these underserved communities
tend to lack access to basic services,
healthcare and educational resourc-
es—these disparities between affu-

ent and underprwileged communi-

ties become even more stark.

For instance, Desa Mentari, a Iuw—
cost housing area in Petallng]aya is
situated just 2km away from the
affluent Sunway City Kuala Lumpur,
yet the living conditions and access
to resources in these two communi-
ties differ vastly.

Home to approximately 26,104
residents from various ethnic back-
grounds, including Malay, Indian,
Chinese and aothers, Desa Mentari's
vibrant diversity reflects the multi-
cultural heritage of our nation.

That said, the community is pre-

Tha Sunway Desa Meman Progmmme is guided by a comprehenswe :

 to the wellbeing of its residents.

 gets, progress has been slow and

-targets haven't budged or have actu-
_ ally gotten worse.

‘the Desa Mentari cummunity

dominantly composed of individuals- the- bst posslble impactand

from the lower-income (B40) seg- results” he noted.

ment, grappling with atroubling = He continued saying that inter-'

array of health, social, economic - ventions are only effective if they’

and infrastructural issues.  have strong follow through. .
On the public health front; the > Urban farming: One way

mmmunlty contends w a\_hlgh«" . Sunway s trying to address the

prevélence of in

S
er, aswellas  Desa Mentari is by introducing the

a . conceptof urban farming to resi-
Mentaris ageing Infrastruc-  dents.
ture further exacerbates these Through its agritech company

ealth risks. posing serious hazards ~ Sunway XFarms, Sunway aims to
_ assist in relieving the community's

Beyond health, the community ~ economic:struggles and enhance

also faces socioeconomic hurdles,  food security by helping residents
* including limited economic opportu-  learn how to grow their own pro-

nities, barriers to quality education ~ duce.

and tensions around community This would not only increase

ﬁal’mony and scda! lnteracﬂons. access to fresh produce for resi-

; dents, but also create new
SOIII‘HDIIS forindusiv e ’ Iﬁ':oﬂ';e—generaﬁng opportunities. -
development ~ >Education: Beyond the direct
Recognising the need to address * economic benefits, the Desa 1

urbanisation and its far- =reaching ‘Mentari Community Observar.ury

 implications, Sunway Group chair= *projectwill also invalve setting up

man'’s office executive director Ong - an education arm to bring up Iitem- :

Pang Yen said: “We believe we
need—now more than ever—to
divert more attention and resources  can recommend interventions,

to finding solutions and to acton using a motivational approach to

cy-and education levels.

them now. inspire school-going children in the
“We need innovations, newinven-  wvicinity to pursue education right up
tions and interventions: We needto  until to the tertiary level,” said Ong,

put to practise whatwepread'l. We emphasising that this would help
 work « address targets that are part of SDG

4 Quality educatlon

inadequate,
Even worse, another 30% of these

With this in mind, Sunway is taking
a comprehensive, data-driven
approach to aid in enhancing the
quality-of-life of residents by empow-
ering them through the Desa.
Mentari Community Observatory
project.

“Long-term soluﬁonsx S LG

Ong explained thatSunway plans =
. to deploy researchers to measure
baseline data points through the
Desa Mentari initiative to tangibly
address Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) targets.

Targets such as 5DG 3: Good
health and wellbeing - Targets 33.1,
3.3.2 and 3.3.3 are aimed at fighting
communicable diseases like HIV,
tuberculosis and malaria.

“The purpose of setting up a pilot
community observatory is to make
all SDG intervention projects tracea-
ble and measurable so they can be
continuously improved to achieve

5 .complex and intersectional Issues at

“Sunway University's researchers :

primary objective designed to bring about positive transformation within

> Healthcare: Sunway
University’s researchers could also

_recommend interventions in line

with SDG 3: Good health and well-

~ being ifithe baseline data shows
‘huge gaps in the health and wellbe-

ing of Desa Mentari residents.

For example, if an organisation or
corporation conducts health screen-
ing for malaria within a community,
It's not enough to only inform resi-
dents - there must also be a solu-

‘tion to address root causes. This
+ could be in the form of mobile dlin-
- Ics or fogging. But, interventions at

scale will require funding, and this is
where other corporations can come
on board to support this initiative.
Nonetheless, Ong said that
Sunway will be underwriting the
project for its initial years. :
~ Healso added that progress wil
be monitored and measured over
the years for effectiveness and
impact, with the methodology being
adjusted and improved along the
R e
Coupled with a community
learning hub, vocational training
and healthcare support in the pipe-
line, Sunway's multifaceted strategy
Is taking the approach of empow-
erment - enabling the residents of
Desa Mentari to become active
agents of their own development,
fostering a model of inclusive, com-
munity-driven progress.

Sunway volunteers are also helping to teach the children in Desa
Mentari and offer academic advice where they can.
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Ahmad fishing along Sungai Klan

S

Beis i
Biology Department lecturer
r Mo A

native f

elango

)-_m-‘.

I
{
|

—RAJAFAISALHISHAN/The Star = = :
initiative to vrfidlk\lllsxe ltém number o Nora“isyah'said the draft Eﬂm-
alien fishes in Klang Valley posed licensing of fishing activi-
rivers. ties (river fisheries), listing pro-
. v hibited fishing equipment, prohi-
Rehabilitating rivers 'J' bition of fish releases (both native -
' _ and alien fishes) without permis-
Noraisyah said it was impartant - sion, estahlishment of resource
for people to consult with the management areas and the prohi-
department before releasing fish , bition of capturing protected fish
into waterways. 7 i species.t i s e Ne
“No oneﬁish allowed to release The rules, she added, were
any alien fish into rivers as this aimed at regulating fishing activi-
could damage our rivers' ecosys- ties in public inland waters and
tem,” she explained. ensuring the sustainability of
She was unhappy to learn that inland fisheries resources, par-
Selayang Municipal Council (MPS)  ticularly native fish species.

“had released nearly 400kg of “It will help with the monitor-
Chao Praya catfish, an invasive ing of fishing activities through
Species, into a river on June 29. licensing, reporting of catches and

“I'he Fisheries Department is providi ent rt
currently refining the states river (ifavailable) to genuine anglers,”
fisheries regulations to allow for”  she said, adding that it included
action to be taken. implementing conservation activi-

“These rules will provide a ties and controlling the release of
detailed framework under the fish into public inland waters,
authority of the Fisheries Act 1985 She said the department moni-
(Act'317).7 A tored aquarium shops and

ors

§

ndaraya gets dumped into drains and freshwater
a once they have grown too big. — Filepic

enforced regulations there.
“We will take action againsta

e hesing 2ty o

Eisheries Act 1985 which prohib- ,

.. its imports and we have made

some arrests,” said Noraisyah,

Every year, the department
conducts an inventory pro-
gramme to collect data on specific
rivers depending on its allocation.
i “The data can assess the condi-

on of the river, determining -
whether it is still healthy based on
the-gmmoe of native fish or ifit

*has overtaken by invasive

fish. ;

“This will help us deci:lj what
is necessary and if needed, we
will remove the invasive fish or
release native fishes into a river.

“Additionally, we will collabo-
rate with NGOs (such as'Tkan
Bandaraya Hunters and River
Monster Hunters) on programmes
and run periodic campaigns on

8 Impacts

What can the public do?

social media,” she added. :

= Starsraphics

(0 preserve its aquatic heritage,

Noraisyah said riverbanksand  then a collaboration between the
bunds at Sungai Langat and government, NGOs and the public
Sungai Klang had also been dam-  was needed to accomplish this
aged by invasive fish, which could  goal. ;
grow up to 50cm. He added that the government
. Universiti Putra Malaysia and farmers should also promote
‘Faculty of Science Biology local fish for ornamental and
Department lecturer Prof Dr recreational ptirposes as well as
Mohammad Noor Amal Azmai aguaculture and reduce depend-
said the invasive fish had a hahit ency on alien fish.
ofburrowing into the ground, StarMetro reached out to
riverbanks or ponds. * Drainage and Irrigation

- “These burrows, which canbe  Department (DID) to find out
several feet deep, act asnestsand * about the extent of the damage
mating places for the fish. They done by ikan bandaraya to river-
can weaken ri orponds.  banks, but it was unable to
 “Fish farmers also dislike their  respond hy press time.
presence because they dig up the A Fisheries Department
pond, causing pond banks to col- researcher, when approached,
lapse and this results in losses for  said studies had not been con-
the farmers,” X ducted following discussions with
 According to Prof Mohammad,  DID. :
asingle female ikan bandaraya When asked about riverbank
conld produce from 1,200 to erosion studies, Noraisyah said
12,000 eggs at one time. stich a task was under the pur-
He said if the country wanted view of DID.
¢ THE STAR
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"mcent
e
- algae an 'ps aquariums clean,
‘may be useful to those with fish
s but in the wild, it becomes
ritorial and breeds rapidly.
Often, when these fish grow too
*large to manage, fish tank owners
~ release them in 5

&msall-angat
maintenance work-
vi Husin, 31, said
there and
. muvedtu“u erspots, such as

De:fgldland another part

{ oE Sungai Langatnear Karr_lpung

‘He sald the.. ahundance of inva-

7 Stararaphics | sive catfish in the river posed a

‘said before this,

Noraisyah says some bunds
across Sungai Langat have been
da’rr'laged by invasive fishes.

. catch mnative species such as u‘ca.n

baung, also known as mystus,
which are highly sought after but
scarce.

to change my fishing.
;%: nneﬂwtallowsmeto
Ahmad said.

ftarget
. Before the pmllferaﬁun of inva-
- sive species in the river, he could

catch at least RM2,500 worth of
fish in a month, but now, the.

- he cuuldgetwaskm 000 on.

Prof Mohammad says 'ikan
bandaraya’ burrow into riverbanks
or ponds.

ly bad nights, noneat all.

those times, the fish
that we catch is only for personal -
consumption,” he added.

Anglers are able to get up to
RMB35 for 1kg of ikan baung, *
depending on size. d

Mohammad Khairul noted t.hat
some urban locations such as
Sungai Klang near MidValley,
Sung:n Midah in Bukit Jalil and
Sungai Langat near UKM, had
~ seen arise in the invasive fish

population.

good
Al\g‘;}é said duringlus Iastvisit % 'I'.he anglers suggested imple-

to Sungai Langat, he fished from
nudnlght to dawn but only caught
ikan bandaraya.

Mohammad Khairul Amri, 26,
ers like him
1at least 3kg

However, in recer years, he
said there had heen times when
they could catch only one native
fish per outing, and'on particular-

could typlm]lyca
baung.

Jof ikan

menung state infrastructure and
agriculture committee chairman
Izham Hashim’s idea of putting a
bounty on the heads of alien fish-
_ es. Atthe time, he had said that
 the price would be RM2 per fish.
‘In response, Selangor Fisheries
Department director No

* Abu Bakar said whether the

bounty was 50sen, RM1 or RM2 -
per fish, she fully supported the
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Selangor hits
34% roadmap

completion

MB looks at reinvigorating
state’s manufacturing capacity

By VIJENTHI NAIR
vijenthi@thestar.com.my

UNDER the First Selangor Plan
(RS-1), 33.7% of major projects
and initiatives have been com-
pleted, says Datuk Seri Amirudin
Shari. :

The Meniri Besar said the -

remaining 66.3% were at various -

stages of implementation.

These projects include the
Integrated Development Region
in South:Selangor, Sabak
Bernam Development Area and
the new Shah Alam Sports :
Complex. :

RS-1 is a five-year plan focused
on economic growth, empower-
ing the people through welfare
programmes, sustainable devel-
opment and ensuring a capable,
transparent and efficient govern-
ment delivery system.

Unveiled in 2022, the plan is
aimed at having Selangor con-
tribute 30% to the nation’s gross
domestic product by 2025.

“RS-1 doesn’t only include the

main aronc that tha ctate aimeta

close working relationship with
the private sector through an
inclusive approach..

“So, when your (private sector)
plans are included as part of the
state’s economic plan, it will
improve the engagement pro-
cesses with state or local govern-

- ment agencies,” said Amirudin at

Invest Selangor Bhd’s silver jubi-
lee celebration held at a hotel in

Petaling Jaya. -

Present were Selangor state
assembly Speaker Lau Weng
San, state legal advisor Datuk

- Salim Soib@Hamid, state finan-

cial officer Datuk Dr Ahmad - -

‘Fadzli Ahmad Tajuddin, state

investment, trade and mobility
committee chairman Ng Sze
Han, state Economic Planning
Unit director Datuk Johary
Anuar and Invest Selangor chief
executive officer Datuk Hasan
Azhari Idris.

Amirudin said the team at
Invest Selangor led by Hasan
had done a remarkable job.

However, he said past success-
es were not a euarantee of

;‘: &
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Amirudin (fourth from left), flanked by Hasan (to his right) and Ng with representatives of companies that
received awards for the highest approved investment projects. — Photos: SHAARI CHEMAT/The Star

“That is the primary reason
we have to look beyond
Selangor’s borders — to not be
content with a RM400bil econo-
my but find ways to build a
RM500bil economy in the com-
ing two to three years. - :

- “To go about achieving that,

- we cannot rely purely on servic-
- es. We also need to reinvigorate

Selangor’s manufacturing capac-
ity to not only fulfil local needs
but also those for South-East Asia
and the larger Asia,” said

He said Selangor was also
committed to working towards
better future environmental,
social and governance (ESG)

“standards.

During the celebration, Invest
Selangor distributed awards to
long-serving staff and companies
with the highest approved

Amirudin (centre) with Invest Selangor staff who received long-serving



By BAVANIM el
bavanlm@thwtarmm ri'ly

THE area around Knmpfaks
Komuniti Muhibbah in Bukit «
OUG, Kuala Lumpur, has turned.
into a dumping ground fm: :
abandoned vehicles.

The derelict cars on ja!an
4/155 leading to the comm!
complex, which also h

Klinik Kesihatan Muhib! !
obstruct traffic, ‘causing conges-
tion and posing a nuisance tn
the lnwl community.

more than two years,

enls of Kampung
Mu.hl.bhah Peuple s Housing
Project (PPR) and surro
-areas have been callin
authorities to address the issue
of old cars hainglen to rot at
the site.

“We have wrltten many let-
ters and even lodged com_pla.ms
with Kuala Lumpur

man Attar Bacha Hajn . Bl § e
“We. even reached out to the —
~ Attar lodged complaints with
$ DBKLabout‘ﬂle abandnned cars,

Dr Afzan: Clinic staff and nurses
often find their path blocked.

er equiprﬁent G
Veh g - The seized items were sent to-
“the n the DBKL storage facility at
When StarMetro visited the expires, whlch is early next Jalan Lombong, Taman Miharja,
area, there were many aban- week,” he sai : Cheras forfurm action. - DBKL officers mmnw’ng the. abandoned stalls in Bukit ouG.
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