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NAB LIIERBUGS BEFORE VISIT MALAYSIA 2026

EMPHASISE EDUCATION, NOT JUST PUNISHMENTHIGH TIME TO
CLEAN UP OUR ACT

HISTORY, HERITAGE CENTRE STAGE AT KLANG MOSQUE
UNDERSTANDING THE ‘VALUES' OF WASTE

THE HIDDEN VALUE OF WASTE

ARE WE LETTING WOMEN’S POTENTIAL GO TO WASTE?

A PASSION TO PROMOTE CLEANLINESS, JAPANESE STYLE

SINAR HARIAN

SUBSIDI RON95 GUNA DUA PERINGKAT HARGA
HARGA BARANG TERKAWAL, BEKALAN MENCUKUPI

PNB UMUM AGIHAN PENDAPATAN ASB 2 5.50 SEN SEUNIT, ASM
5.00 SEN

MALAYSIA CATAT 8.7 JUTA PENUMPANG

3.| KOSMO

RAMAI PERANTAU PILIH PULANG AWAL, ELAK KESESAKAN
2.77 JUTA SEHARI BALIK CUTI AIDILFITRI

HARIAN METRO

PEMBINAAN MASJID MADANI HIMKAH BERUNDING

BERITA HARIAN

AWAS TAKTIK TIPU DALAM TALIAN SEMPENA AIDILFITRI
PERKASA KEPAKARAN TEMPATAN TANGANI ISU SIBER
ASB 2 AGIH PENDAPATAN 5.50 SEN, ASM 5.00 SEN SEUNIT

UTUSAN MALAYSIA

SUBSIDI RONG5 IKUT DUA PERINGKAT HARGA, GUNA MYKAD
BALIK KAMPUNG AWAL ELAK KESESAKAN
ASB 2 AGIH PENDAPATAN 5.50 SEN, ASM 5.00 SEN

THE SUN

KL NOT READY FOR CONGESTION CHARGE YET

14,000 PIGS CULLED SO FAR IN SELANGOR TO CURB ASF
OUTBREAK
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Collective sorting drives green goals

Ev SHALINI RAVINDRAN

The management of Oakleaf Park Condominium utilised some of the funds generated from the
waste separation project for repairs to the refuse reom.

R : e o B

‘Mindset of highrise management, residents key to meeting waste separation
objectives’

SELANGOR is set to finalise the ratification of the Solid Waste and Public
Cleansing Management Act 2007 (Act 672) by this year, paving the way for
stricter regulations on waste management.

Once enforced, residents will be required by law to separate their waste into
recyclables and non-recyclables or face penalties.

ALSO READ: Separation at source still a challenge in Kuala Lumpur

The move is part of a nationwide effort to standardise solid waste management
and public cleansing laws, following the Cabinet’s in-principle approval for
Selangor to adopt Act 672.

Several local authorities including Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ), Subang Jaya
City Council (MBSJ) and Ampang Jaya Municipal Council (MPAJ), have rolled out
pilot projects to promote waste separation at source.

MBP)’s Door-to-Door Collection and Recycling Programme, which started as a
pilot project in 2016, was officially rolled out in 2020.
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Collective sorting drives green goals

SHALINI RAVINDRAN

Sorting strategy: Oakleaf Park Condominium in Bukit Antarabangss, Hulu
Kelang. is one of the highrise residential properties in Selangor participating
in a year-long waste segregation project initiated by Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council and Malaysian Recycling Alliance. — MUHAMAD
SHAHRIL ROSLI/The Star

Some 87,128 landed residential premises in Petaling Jaya are involved in
recycling as of March last year.

In Subang Jaya, a door-to-door recyclable collection programme kicked off in
December 2023 in 5512 to 5519.

It was expanded to USJ1 to US)22 |ast year.

In Ampang Jaya, a key initiative - Recycling Initiative for Ampang Strata (ReFAST)
- was launched in 2024 to encourage highrise residences to implement waste
segregation.

Jointly spearheaded by MPAJ and Malaysian Recycling Alliance (Marea), the
project has received mixed response from residents.

Marea project manager Alex Lim said the mindset and beliefs of officers within
management bodies of highrises were critical factors influencing the response
and success of ReFAST.
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Lim: Recovering plastics is Marea's core focus, resulting in
a consistent collection of around 1,200kg of plastics a
month.

“This is instrumental in driving the success of recycling initiatives in the
respective buildings.

“From the initial 23 properties that agreed to participate, only about 10
properties ultimately participated. The rest either withdrew or showed minimal
engagement,” he said.

During the implementation period, ReFAST successfully recovered between four
and seven metric tonnes of dry-mixed recyclables each month.

“Recovering plastics is Marea's core focus and we successfully had a consistent
collection of around 1,200kg of plastics a month,” he said.

“This was not only an opportunity for residents to learn how to safely and
responsibly manage their waste to enable recovery, it was also crucial learning for
Marea in understanding societal behaviours and practices.”

THE STARI ONLINE
TARIKH: 28 MAC 2025
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Zulki: Residents' action of separa:ing'; recyclable and non-
recyclable waste makes collection easier for cleaners.

He added that through the initiative, 26 different materials including used
cooking oil and e-waste were collected.

Lim said scaling up collection efforts would require clear targets and enforcement
measures by the government.

One of the key challenges was developing an accurate reporting system to track
recovered recyclables, he said.

“We had to rigorously track and trace the recyclables collected, and engage
independent auditors to verify the numbers we report to our contributors.

“Challenges unique to the high-rise residences include infrastructural issues
which prevent collection and storage.

A key challenge was addressing the theft of recyclables.

“This was done through close collaboration with the cleaners in respactive
buildings regarding theft of recyclables, to prevent materials being diverted to
other channels,’ he explained.

While Marea was able to implement temporary solutions to support collection THE STARI ONLINE
efforts, Lim stressed that more investment was needed in high-rises to establish
dedicated waste segregation and recyding areas. TARIKH: 28 MAC 2025
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MBS) recycling centre in USJ9 where the public can drop off recyciables. — LOW LAY PHON/
The Star

Through ReFAST, a buy-back system was introduced to ensure all stakeholders
involved in the collection process were compensated.

“Importantly. we ensured that the cleaners received monetary benefits for their
cooperation in making this project a success.

“This work has also influenced us to look more into the support that must be
provided to the informal waste workers, as they contribute to about 59% of
global plastics recovered,” said Lim.

At Oakleaf Park Condominium in Bukit Antarabangsa, Hulu Kelang, about 40% of
residents have consistently participated in the recycling initiative over the past
year.

Building manager Zulki Awal Ibrahim said residents separated recyclable and
non-recyclable waste to make collection easier for cleaners,

“In the beginning, it took time for people to get used to the idea and practise
waste separation.

“But participation has been consistent, and our cleaners ensure prompt
collection,” he said.

Zulki said proceeds from the sale of recyclables were shared with cleanersina
60:40 ratio.

“We typically earn around RM400 every two weeks from recyclables.

“Owver the past year we have collected about RM5,000 which has been used for
minor repairs to the refuse room, including fixing the roof and shutters,” he said.

Expansion in the works

MPAJ said almost 60,000kg of recyclables were collected from December 2023
to December 2024 under the ReFAST programme.

It added that the programme would be expanded to include three more highrises
- Widuri Apartment in Taman Kosas, Nadayu62 and Nadayué3 in Taman
Melawati - this year,

MPAJ, in awritten reply to StarMetro, said there were several criteria for
selecting stratified properties for the programme.

THE STARI ONLINE
“Residents also play a major role in the programme by separating recyclable

materials such as paper, plastic, aluminium and metal from domestic waste like TARIKH: 28 MAC 2025
food scraps, before disposing them into designated recycling bins.

“The building management must ensure that separate recycling bins are placed in
strategic locations, particularly nearby the main waste disposal areas.



= A StarPlus m Aseant ESG Business Sport Metro Lifestyle Food Tech

Education Opinion Videos Photos StarPicks

Collective sorting drives green goals

SHALINI RAVINDRAN

Oakleaf Park Condominium has implemented a waste separation and recycling initiative

“A temporary collection centre should be made available to store recyclables
before they are picked up (by the designated waste collectors),” MPA stated.

The local council has emphasised on the building management's responsibility in
overseeing the programme.

“The joint management body (JMB) or management corporation (MC) have to
actively implement and monitor recycling efforts within their respective
buildings.

“They are also encouraged to conduct awareness campaigns.”

According to MPAJ, the impact of the initiative was assessed based on several key
indicators, including increased data collection on recycling activities and a
reduction in landfill disposal costs.
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PJ Eco Recyding Plazs is popular among Petaling Jaya residents who drop off recyclables here or
wish to learn about the recycling activities. — Filepic

“It has also benefitted residents and building managements financially by
providing a platform for selling recyclables.’

MPAJ said the ReFAST initiative was part of its broader efforts to promote
environmental sustainability and support Selangor's goal of achieving a 15%
recycling rate.

"By increasing the recycling rate, the volume of waste disposed at landfills can be
cut by between 0.5% to 20% over the next few years,” the council said.

“MPA.J's goal is to promote a circular economy by minimising waste and
maximising the use of recyclable materials.”

To achieve these targets, the council said effective waste management required
community involvement.

It added that MPAJ planned to enhance recycling efforts through waste
separation at the source, awareness campaigns, the adoption of advanced
recycling technologies, and incentive programmes for both the public and
industries.

Green programmes

Besides the ReFAST programme, MPAJ has several other ongoing efforts geared
towards environmental sustainability.

The "Trash to Cash” programme allows residents to exchange recyclables, used
cooking oil, and e-waste for cash based on weight and market value.

This initiative, available at all 24 Residents’ Committee (JKP) zones, takes place
on weekends to maximise community participation.

Similarly, the Beverage Carton Collection Programme is being implemented at 14
cafes and restaurants in Pandan Indah and Ampang Point, in collaboration with
Tetra Pak and KPT Recycle Sdn Bhd.

To further promote recycling at the source, MPAJ has introduced waste
collection programmes in 11 residential areas, including Taman Melawati, Taman
Riverview and Taman Saga.

Additionally, recycling cage collection points have been set up at eight locations,
such as Pandan Indah Phase 2 and Ampang Hospital Quarters, to facilitate easy
disposal of recyclables.

THE STARI ONLINE
The local council has also partnered with Kloth Cares for a used clothing
collection initiative to promote textile recycling. TARIKH: 28 MAC 2025

The Kloth Cares bin is located at Shell Pandan Mewah on Jalan Teratai 1/2 in
Pandan Mewah, Ampang.



By SHALINI RAVINDRAN :

SELANGOR is set to finalise
the ratification of the Solid
‘Waste and Public Cleansing
Management Act 2007 (Act 672)
hy this year, paving the way for
stricter regulations on waste
management. :
Once enforced, residents will
be required by law to separate:
their waste into recyclables and
non-recyclables or face penalties.
The move is part of a nation-
wide effort to standardise solid
waste management and public
cleansing laws, following the
Cabinet’s in-principle approval
for Selangor to adopt Act 672.

ing Petaling Jaya City Council

! (MBP]), Subang Jaya City Council
(MBS]) and Ampang Jaya ;

Municipal Council (MPA]), have.

rolled out pilot projects to pro-

mote waste separation at source.
MBPJ's Door-to-Door Collection

and Recycling e, which

was officially rolled out in 2020."

Some 87,128 landed residential
premises in Petaling jaya are
involved in recycling as of March
last year. ;

In Subang Jaya, a door-to-door.
recyclable collection programme
kicked off in December 2023 in
$512 to $S19.

It was expanded to USJ1 to
| USJ22 last year.

In Ampang Jaya, a key initia-
tive — Recycling Initiative for
Ampang Strata (ReFAST) —was
Jaunched in 2024 to encourage
highrise residences to implement

The management of Oakleaf Park Gondom
room. — Photos: MUHAMAD SHAHRIL ROSLI/The Star

shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my -

Several local authorities includ-: :
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‘Mindset of highrise managemént, residents
aste separation objectives’

key to meeting w

Lim: Recovering plasticsis =~
Marea's core focus, resultingina
consistent collection of around
1,200kg of plastics a month.

waste segregation.
Jointly spearheaded by MPA]
and Malaysian Recycling Alliance
(Marea), the project has received
mixed response from residents.
Marea project manager Alex
Lim said the mindset and beliefs
of officers within management
hodies of highrises were critical - Zulki: Residents’ action of
factors influencing the response  separating recyclable and
and success of ReFAST. - non-recyclable waste makes
_“This is instrumental in driving _ collection easier for cleaners.
the success of recyeling initiatives ; .
in the respective buildings. recyclables each month. <
“From the initial 23 properties “Recovering plastics is Marea’s
that agreed to participate, only core focus and we su ly
about 10 properties ultimately had a consistent collection of
participated. The rest either with-  around 1,200kg of plastics &
drew or showed minimal engage- month,” he said. .
ment,” he said. ~ *“This was not only an opportus-
‘During the implementation nity for residents to learn how to
period, ReFAST successfully safely and responsibly manage
recovered between fourand . ¢ theiriwaste to enable recovery,it |

- seven mefrictonines of dry-mixed

was also cruciallearning fors = ¢

Marea in understanding societal
behaviours and practices.” 3
He added that through the initi-

_ative, 26 different materials
including

- e-waste were collected.

- Lim said scaling up collection

used cooking oil and

efforts would require clear tar-

gets and enforcement measures

hy the government. ?
One of the key challenges was

_developing an accurate reporting

em to track recovered recy-

clables, he said. .

“We had to rigorously track

and trace the recyclables collect-

ed, and engage independent audi-

tors to verify the numbers we

report to our contributors.
“Challenges unique to the high-
rise residences include infrastruc-
tural issues which prevent collec-
tion and storage. g ;
“A key challenge was address-

. ingthe theft of recyclables.

“This was done through close
collaboration with the cleanersin
respective buildings regarding

- theft of recyclables, to prevent

materials being diverted to other
channels,” he explained.

‘While Marea was able to
implement temporary solutions
to support collection efforts, Lim
stressed that more investment
was needed in high-rises to estab-
lish dedicated waste segregation
and recycling areas.

Through ReFAST, a buy-hack
system was introduced o ensure
all stakeholders involved in
the collection process were
compensated.

“Importantly, we ensured that
the cleaners received monetary
henefits for their cooperation in
making this project a success.

“This work has also influenced
us to look more into the support
that must be provided to the
informal waste workers, as they
contribute to abouti59% of global
plastics recovered;? said Limiy 1

At Oakleaf Park Condominium
in Bukit Antarabangsa, Hulu
Kelang, about 40% of residents
have consistently participated in
the recycling initiative aver the

year. -

Building manager Zulki Awal
Thrahim said residents separated
recyclable and non-recyclable

waste to make collection easier

~ for cleaners.

“In the beginning, it took time
for people to get used to the idea
and practise waste separatiort.
~ “But participation has been
consistent, and our cleaners
ensure prompt collection,” he

-~ said.

Zulki said proceeds from the
sale of recyclables were shared
with cleaners in a 60:40 ratio.

“We typically earn around -
RM400 every two weeks from
recyclables. 3

“Over the past year we have

collected about RM5,000 which

has been used for minor repairs
to the refuse room. including fix-
ing the roof and shutters,” he
said. >

- Expansion in the works

MPAJ said almost 60,000kg of
recyclables were collected from
December 2023 to December
2024 under the ReFAST pro-

mime.
It added that the programme

~would be expanded to include

three more highrises —~Widuri
Apartment in Taman Kosas,
Nadayu62 and Nadayu63 in
Taman Melawati — this year.
MPA], in a written reply to
StarMetro, said there were sever-
al criteria for selecting stratified
properties for the programme.
“Residents also play a major
role in the programme by sepa-
rating recyclable materials such
as paper, plastic, aluminium and
metal from domestic waste like



Separation at

GETTING highrise residents to
separate their waste properly
remains a major challenge
.although solid waste separation
at source is now mandatory in
Kuala Lumpur.

Federal Territories Solid -
Waste Management and Public
Cleansing Corporation (SWCOrp)
chief executive officer Khalid,
Mohamed said while joint man-
agement bodies (JMB) and man-
agement committees (MC) were
responsible for ensuring compli-
ance, the diversity and dense
population at such buildings

complicated the effort. /

“Not all residents understand

or consistently practise waste
segregationathome.
“The role of the JMB or MCis

to ensure midgn_.tsdhﬁosej pose of
waste at designated collection

“points according to correct
waste categories.
“This means residents are
required to segregate their.
waste at home before bringing
he said in a written reply to.
StarMetro. .
Khalid said SWCorp carri
out regular enforcement at all

food scraps, before disposing
them into designated recycling
bins.

“The building management
must ensure that-separate recy-
cling bins are placed in strategic
locations, particularly nearby the
main waste disposal areas.

“A temporary collection centre
should be made available to store
recyclables before they are
picked up (by the designated
waste collectors),” MPA] stated.

The Iocal council has empha-
sised on the building manage-
ment’s responsibility in oversee-
ing the programme.

“The joint management body
(JMB) or management corpora-
tion (MC) have to actively imple-
ment and monitor recycling
efforts within their respective
buildings.

“They are also encouraged to
conduct awareness campaigns.”

According to MPAJ, the impact
of the initiative was assessed
based ‘on several key indicators,’

MBSJ recycling centre in USJ9 where the

highrises in Kuala Lumpur.
* In 2024, a total of 469 JMBs or

. MCs overseeing stratified resi-

‘dences h; Kuala Lumpur were
ed. ;
“During these i
designated waste collection
points within each stratified
property were thoroughly
assessed to ensure complianc

- with waste management

regulations. ;

“We also provide detailed
explanations to JMBs and MCs
about their responsibility in

ensuring the separation of recy-

clahle waste and residual waste
at designated collection points.

- “As of now, enforcement is

' targeted at landed premises in

Kuala Lumpur.

- “No compounds have been

_ issued to the JMB o MCof -

highrises,” hesaid. =
 Since Sept 1, 2015, the govern-

- ment has made solid waste seg-

regation at source mandatory,

3 inline with the Solid Waste and
it down to the collection point,” Pt
~ Act 2007 (Act 672).

‘Public Cleansing Management

The Federal Territories of :
‘Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya
are among states that have

MAILIS BA

K
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- Khalid: SWCorp is stepping up

efforts to combat unauthol ;
drain modifications by working'
hand-in-hand with local

authorities. 7
adopted Act 672, along with

Pahang, Johor, Melaka, Negri
d Ked

 Sembilan, Perlis and Kedah.
~ According r

! to sw&rpl imple-
mentation efforts were carried
out in three phases.

_ Phase 1, from Aug 1 to Dec 31,
2016 — focused on notifying

‘and engaging JMBs to ensure

they understood the impor-

tance of separation at source.
Phase 2, from Jan 1 to June 30,

2017, introduced inspections

NDARAVA SilJl'H\NG JAYA |

ITAR SEMULA

N USJ 9/5L

17010 SUBANG JAYA
SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN

including increased data collec-
tion on recycling activities and a
reduction in landfill disposal
costs.

“It has also benefitted residents
and building managements
financially by providing a plat-
form for selling les.”

MPA] said the ReFAST initiative
was part of its broader efforts to
Emmote environmental sustaina-

ility and support Selangor's goal
of achieving a 15% recycling rate:

“By increasing the recycling
rate, the volume of waste dis-
posed at landfills can be cut by
between 0.5% to 20% over the
next few years,” the council said.

“MPAJ’s goal is to promote a
circular economy by minimising
waste and maximising the use of
recyclable materials.”

To achieve these targets, the
council said effective waste man-
agement required community
involvement.

1t added that MPA]J planned to

. enhance recycling efforts through

public can drop off recyclables. — LOW LAY PHON/The Star

waste separation at the source,
awareness campaigns, the adop-
tion of advanced recycling tech-
nologies, and incentive pro-
grammes for both the public and
industries. i

Green programmes

Besides the ReFAST pro-
gramme, MPA] has several
other ongoing efforts geared
towards environmental
sustainability.

The “Trash to Cash” pro-
gramme allows residents to
exchange recyclables, used cook-
ing oil, and e-waste for cash
based on weight and market
value:

This initiative, available at all
24 Residents’ Committee (JKP)
zones, takes place on weekends
to maximise community
participation.

Similarly, the Beverage Carton
Collection Programme is being

implemented'at 14 cafes and'res-/

®
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while engagement efforts
continued.
* These inspections, carried out

~ using a separation-at-source

implementation checklist for
residential highrises, was for

 assessing compliance.

failing to implgrﬁenl

‘solid waste segregation initia-

tives would receive warning

* letters. .

Phase 3 began on July 1, 2017,
marking the enforcement stage.

Stricter actions were intro-
duced to ensure compliance
with separation-at-source
regulations.

For highrise properties,
Khalid said SWCorp had issued
reminders to the JMB and MC to

. intensify engagement with resi- -

dents to ensure proper waste
segregation and to make it a
daily practice.

“We have consistently carried
out public awareness campaigns
for various target group activi-
ties including talks and exhibi-
tions held both in and outside of
non-Act states.”

SWCorp has held 3,054 exhibi-
tions and 5,369 talks nationwide
since 2016, with 527 exhibitions

source still a challenge in Kuala Lumpur

and 500 talks in 2024 regarding
SAS awareness.

Khalid said SWCorp, through
waste concessionaire Alam
Flora, had provided two types of
recycling collection facilities —
dry-mix recyclables (DMR bins)
and recycling cages.

“A total of 105 DMR bins and
990 recycling cages have been
placed in highrise buildings in'-
Putrajaya and Kuala Lumpur.”
To ensure recyclable waste/in
ighrise residences do not get
mixed with general waste,
SWCorp has instructed conces-
sionaires to place dedicated
DMR bins near rubbish houses.

“This makes it easier for resi-
dents to separate recyclables
from regular rubbish.

“SWCorp also requires waste
concessionaires to use dedicated
vehicles for collecting recycla-
hles so that the rubbish that res-
idents have separated, doesn't
end up in the landfill,” he said.

To keep things on track,
SWCorp carries outroutine
monitoring to ensure that
contractors are not mixing
recyclables with general waste.
— By SHALINIRAVINDRAN

Oakleaf Park Condominium has implemented a waste separation anc
recycling initiative.

PJ Eco Recycling Plaza is popular among Petéﬁng Jaya residents w

)

drop off recyclables here or wish to learn about the recycling activit|

— Filepic 3 ¢

taurants in Pandan Indah and
Ampang Point, in collaboration
with Tetra Pak and KPT Recycle
Sdn Bhd.

To further promote recycling at
the source, MPAJ has introduced
waste collection programmes in
11 residential areas, including
Taman Melawati, Taman
Riverview and Taman Saga.

Additionally, recycling cage col-
lection points have been'set up at

eight locations, such as Pand
‘Indah Phase 2 and Ampang
Hospital Quarters, to facilital
easy disposal of recyclables.

The local council has also |
nered with Kloth Cares for a
clothing collection initiative
promote textile recyeling.

The Kloth Cares bin is loc:
at Shell Pandan Mewah on |
Teratai 1/2 in Pandan Mewa
Ampang.



By MEGAT SYAHAR ¢
megatsyahar@ﬂmarcomw

THE flood mitigation &mject
along Damansara-Pu ;
Highway (LDP) highway is inits
final stages, with full completion
expected in May.

Suba.ng Jaya mayor Datuk

Amirul Azizan Abd Rahim said

the project, first announced on
Nov 5, 2023, was about 85%

complete. :
Azizan was speaking at
a press conference after d::_lmng
the Subang Jaya City Coun {
(MBS]) full board 1 ntlyee
Initially slated for com etu.m
in 2024, the project was e]ayed

complete.

multiple times due to weather
conditions and traffic manage-

i verts, i

- ment issues hindering t the Contee

tractor’s work | hcuxs 3
MBS] Engineering Department
director Dr Mohd Ariffuddin

- Kamari, who was at the press
' conference, said he had visited

the site to check on the progress.
He said wcérdk u(;lilnl;lje pipe cul-
i
techniques across the LDP from
Pusat Bandar Puchong fo 10T
Mall, was almost ed.

‘The final step, he said, would.
. be connecting the pipes.

He added that meplpe realign-
ment was part of measures to
upgrade the drainage system in
bom upstream and downstremn

‘meRMS 'Inullmhgadun A

pm]ect was.mooted inre: nse
to a series of flash floods

caused significant damage,

~ including submerging the

k and lower floorof
Puchong 101 Mall u.nder 0.3m of
water. :

The ject cost is bemg horne
by I0I Corporation Bhd, LDP
highway concessipnaire Lln‘ak
and the city council.

Amirul Azizan also hi
the need for MBS] to ‘be on alert
for-flash floods as Malaysm was
currently in the monsoon
transition phase, expected to last

until May.

ted.

short hu.rsts, pammlarly iny the
late afternoon and early evening
across numerous states including

 Selangor.

“These: weather conditions
have the potential to cause flash
flopding, uproot trees. and dam-

age poorly-constructed struc-
tures, he added.

In light of this, he announced
that MBSJ's Squad Pantas would

‘be operating round the clock

from tomorrow to April 2, during
the Hari Raya Aidilfitri period, to
handle complaints and respond
to emergencies,

After this period, the Squad

o m““"“'}p \  Pantas centre willresume its. . «
strong winds an hehw rain in  usual hours, from 8am to 11pm.
THE STAR
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@ﬂzestarcom my

?elf UNLICENSED warehouse in
angor, being used for sc
le wasta,-»]iasfggeéri ed
ordered to apply for licence.
lang Royal City Council %
(MBDIO Corporate .
Communications Department Trade, Business and mdustrial {
director Norfiza Mahfiz said the  Licensing Bylaws (MPK) 2007.” 4Meanwhﬂe, Norfiza ‘ﬂ, -
warehouse on Jalan Selat Selatan Checks on the warehouse by checks on a rubbish s sepamﬂun
in Pandamaran was issued two enforcement officers was led. by-,' and sorting premises in Jalan
com unds totalling RM2,000 MBDK Lice rdepartment ~ SungaiCh ng, Bandar
ecks by the city council’s legal officer Mu ammadAzlan Armada Putra in Pulau Indah.

and Enforcement Ab Malek. found that
Depaztmentfounﬂ that the : 1 lic SF
business owner had been er _ “Itis arepeat espite
uperaﬁng witlwutthe requi:ed ‘any MBDKhnﬁngpreviuuﬂy taken
licence: ™ == A e on against the operator.”
“One cumpmmd fine was - e / e said the Licensing depart-
issued for not having a licencem_ ; - ment issued a notice fo the oper- g *
keep a lorry and roll-on-roll-off ity coun: ator to cease work under the : i s
(Roro).hins, while the other fine  allowing the ﬂperatur to scrtthe . Trade, Business and Industrial MBDK issued two 90“1 nds totalling RM2,000 in ﬂneﬁ toan
was issued for storing smp and . existing waste as part of its Licensing Bylaws (MPK) 2007, ~ unlicensed warehouse operator involved in waste separatwn and.
recyclable items. - efforts to support businesses that  until the business was legalised,  sorting recyclables, — Courtesy photo BRIy e e
THE STAR
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By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my
AN

PETALING Jaya City Council
(MBP]) is stepping up efforts to
tackle flash floads, with plans to
address the issue and improve
the city’s preparedness,

The local couneil said it had
identified 53 flood hotspots, with
28 resolved and 19 in progress.

Six other areas would
cooperation from other parties, it
said in a media statement.

Key measures include activat-

. ing underground water tanks
and installing CCTV cameras in
high-risk areas.

These are in addition to
placing a system to monitor:
and prevent backflow at rivers
while improving drainage
maintenance,

The MBPJ statement came
after a visit by Selangor water,
agriculture, infrastructure and
mobility select committee A
chairman Michelle Ng to MBE]
headquarters and a detention
pond in Petaling Jaya.

Ng, in a separate statement,
said the visit underscored the
importance of exploring
innovative water detention
systems.

“Flood mitigation and water:
retention require more than
conventional approaches,” the
Subang Jaya assemblyman said.

“Innovation is key to tackling
these challenges, either by
integrating water detention
systems into existing urban
spaces or using technology for

bet(li.erﬂuw management,” she

She also called on local author-

ities fo collaborate and share
expertise to identify better solu-
tions in combating flash floods.

“This means more investment ;i

in research, promoting
inter-agency cooperation and

having better regulatory frame-

works to create more effective:
salu:iuns, 'she added. iy
uring the Selangor assemb

simng on Jan 25, state infrastruc-
ture and agriculture committee
chairman Datuk Izham Hashim
said 53 flood mitigation projects
had been plam'led in Pefaling
Jaya.

He said more than half of these
were completed and six of the -

remaining ongoing projects were

‘heing carried out by developers. -

“A'majority of flood issues
under the purview of local
authorities involve drain widen-
ing and on-site retention to hold
stormwater.

“These projects come under

 the Drainage and Irrigation

Department, MBP] and l.hlrd

parties who are usually

developers,” he was quutei-:l'a's
saying. :

Flood mitigation completed
at 28 hotspots in PJ

- Measures include activating underground water tanks,
“system to prevent backflow at rivers, lnstalhng CCTV cameras

%,

The river ‘diversion project at Sungai Kayu Arais arnong the many ﬂood mlﬂgatlun pm]ects that have been -
completed.in Petaling Jaya. — Filepic
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‘Nab litterbugs before VISI’[ I\/IalayS|a 2026 L

PETALING JAYA: Establishing

community service for serial -

litterbugs should be expedited, as
it can help deter irresponsible
dumping ahead of Visit Malaysia
2026, say groups.
Federation of Malaysmn Con-
executive
Thambirajah said delaying action
may signal tolerance for behav-
iour that affects the environment,

puhhc hygiene on: ‘March 5. The

service, and' those who fail to
comply will face a fine ranging
from RMZ2,000 to RM10,000.
Saravanan said requiring litter-
bugs to perform community ser-

vice, especially cleaning public

spaces, is a constructive and edu-
cational approach.

“It serves as a deterrent and
helps instil a sense of responsibi-
lity and accountability among
offenders.

“The visibility of such penalues
— particularly if special unifo;
are WOIn — can serve as a puwer'
ful public reminder that littering
has real consequences,” he said

However, he said enforcement
must be done transparently and
without discrimination.

“Authorities must avoid target-

ing only certain socio-economic

groups or locations.
“Public awareness campaigns

should clearly outline the laws

and penalties to avoid amhxguity
ere should also be provi-
sions for appeals and community
engagement so that the punish-
ment fits the offence and is not
considered overly punitive or
stigmatising,” he said, adding that
uniform enforcement should be
across urban and rural areas.

He said education and aware-
ness must go hand in hand with
enforcement.

“Starting from schools, envi-

sumers, Association (Fomca) chief
officer Saravanan.

public health, tourism and. lwal-

government may soon. order |
litterbugs to perform community

Let's do better: Fast- trackmg community service for serial Ittterbugs can help deter lrrespon5|ble dumpmg

ahead of Visit Malaysia 2026, say groups. — SHAARI CHEMAT/The Star

ronmental respansmmty should
be part of the curriculum.

“Local councils and NGOs can
collaborate to run anti-littering
campaigns provide adequate
bins and recycling facilities, and
organise community clean-up
events,” he said.

He added that incentlvisi.ng
cleanliness — such as through
competitions or rewards — can
also foster positive behaviour.

“Ultimately, long-term change
depends on shaping societal atti-

_ tudes towards pubhc hygiene and

shared spaces,” he said.

Consumers Association  of
Penang senior education officer
NV, Subbarow said proactive
measures should be taken now to
raise more awareness of the
harms of littering before the law
comes into force.

He said this includes havmg the
authorities play pre-recorded
messages on loudspeakers during
patrols to instil awareness of
littering, similarto whatwas done
when the smoking ban at
restaurants came into effect in
2019.

Subharow added that the pro-
cess builds the authorities’ omni-

presence and reminds people to
discard waste correctly.
“Back then, the messages
reminded peuple not to smoke in

restaurants, but now it can be

about not simply throwing waste.
This can start at known littering
hotspots or public areas.

“We need to instil such habitsin
fellow Malaysians ahead of Visit
Malaysia 2026, as we don't want
tourists to see rubbish all around,”
he pointed out.

He said the announcements
could also prove more efficient at
getting people’s attention.

“Relevant enforcement officers
can also add a human touch by
reminding osafumc of proper
waste dis] during their
patrols on foot,” he said. .

He noted that community
leaders can also play their part

when meeting fellow Tesidents.

"Commu.mty service for litter-

ugs is also timely. This will deter

people from doing so, especiallyif -

the community service is highly
publicised,” Subbarow added.
Radzuan Samsudin, deputy
president of a resident group in
Bandar Kinrara, Puchong, said

the residential area he lives in .

faces the prohlem of bulk waste
dumping, including furniture,
despite the local council putting
p signboards residents
agamst throwing out bulk items:
in the area.
“Introducing community ser-
vice to the litterbugs would deter
people from irresponsible dump-

“Those hearing of others having
gone through such.community
service would also be reminded
that they too cuu]d face such
action,” Radzuan ad

Resident group &Mdem of
Shah Alam Mushthag Ahmad
Ibrahim said the law should be
enforced appropriately.

“This should also impact foreign
workers and tourists, as in other
developed countries,” he said.

He added that foreign workers
working at housing construction
sites were contributing to the
littering in his neighbourhood.

“In areas with foreigners or
low-income areas, rubbish is not
being discarded properly:

“This causes the disposal area:
to become infested with rodents,
Eotenually causing harm to pub-

health.” he said.
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il Communit
B for litterbu
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inmhmﬂoqu:lnmm
b within st
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; ‘mw service order face a fine of

gerard g!mlno@mestarcom'my' '

PETALING ]AYA. Educaﬂtm, and
not just punishment, should be
the objective of having serial lit-
terbugs carry out community ser-

vice, say environmental groups.
While welcoming the move,
they said education should be car-
ried out holistically at early educa-
Eggp %ngeva]s to ingrain ding:s\me ‘habit of
- Sahabat Alam Ma]ﬂysia hunor—
Sangara-

ittering. :
PRIt should creaté a, greater sense

of responmbihty towards both the
environment and community.
. Making community service
“visible” will also reinforce the

consequences of htleting. she said
‘when contacted.
She said ins surveﬂlance

cameras in identi ed hotspots
can help detect &elpetramrs
“The local authorities would be
aware of these areas,” she said,
also mnnling the establishment of
public service hotlines to report
littering.
“When there are ﬁpoﬂ’s, lncal
authorities and enforcement
agencies must act quickly and
take the necessary action,” she
added. .

>TURN TO PAGE 10
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High time to clean up our act

New litter law will boost tourism appeal, say industry players

By DIYANA PFORDTEN
. newsdesk@thestar.com.my,

PETALING JAYA: The new law
against litterbugs can help
improve Malaysia’s image as a
tourist destination, particularly in
urban centres and natural attrac-
tions, where' cleanliness signifi-
cantly influences visitor experi-
ence, says the Malaysian Tourism
Federation (MTE). 3

Its president Datuk Tan Kok
Liang said unsightly streets and
polluted beaches may discourage
return visits and word-of-mouth
recommendations. ¥

“The pro amendments, if
strictly enforced and accompa-
nied by strong public awareness
campaigns, could lead to long-
term improvements in cleanli-

ness,” he said.

“Over time, such actions would

enhance Malaysia’s reputation as
a well-maintained and eco-
conscious travel destination,
appealing to domestic and inter-
national tourists.”
. He added that fast-tracking the
amendments would ensure that
Malaysia ts a cleaner, more
welcoming image before Visit
Malaysia 2026.

“A cleaner environment con-

tributes to positive visitor experi-
-ence, enhances Malaysia’s

uta-
tion as a sustainable travel desti-
nation and aligns with global
eco-tourism'trends.

“If the amendments are imple-

mented and enforced effectively.
‘before the cam

Malaysia
can showcase its commitment to

cleanliness and sustainability to
international tourists,” he said.

He said having litterbugs clean
the streets in uniforms could be a
strong deterrent against littering,
reinforcing accountability and
discouraging repeat offences.

“However, ensuring that such
measures do not appear overly
punitive or create negative per-
ceptions among tourists is essen-
tial. ;

“If handled properly — empha-
sising rehabilitation and civic
duty rather than public shaming
— this a'ggr:a& could be consi-
dered a yet constructive step
towards a cleaner environment.”

Clear communication regard-
ing the rationale behind the poli-
cy would be key to maintaining a
positive image, Tan noted.

- nationwide

He said the Visit Malaysia 2026
campaign can incorporate anti-
littering efforts by launching
awareness  pro-
gramimes, Eartnermg with tour-
ism stakeholders o promote
responsible waste disposal and
integrating clean-up initiatives
into tourist hotspots. i

“Special incentives could be
introduced for businesses that
maintain cleanliness standards,
while ‘green tourism ambassa-
dors’ could encourage sustainable
practices among visitors.

“Additionally, educational cam-
paigns, including multilingual
signage and digital campaigns,
can inform tourists about the
penalties for littering and the
importance of environmental
responsibility,” he added.
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M KLANG

centre stage at
Klang mosque

NGO holds tour for publiﬂc With‘gu,idé S
giving insights into building's architecture

Story and photos by GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.commy -

WHEN a Klang tour outfit scheduled a
trip to the new Klang Chinese Muslim
Jamek Mosque for the breaking of fast,
this drew the interest of Buddhist Mok
Poy Sun.

The housewife then roped in 10 of her
family members and friends for the
event that was to be held on a Saturday:

Mok, 48, said she saw it as a chance to
show her children how Muslims

“I'have been fol!ﬁwi.ng JjK’s walking
tours for six years and found their

: Abdul Qayyum also shared interesting
events to be informative and interest-

nuggets on the complex’s pagoda and

observed the holy month of Ramadan.

“I want them to understand why
Muslims fast because as Malaysians, 1
feel that we must take the effort to
understand religions other than that of
our own,” she explained.

Mok had heard about the trip through
Jalan-jalan Klang (JjK).

The non-governmental organisation
(NGO) consists of guides who conduct
walking tours to promote the royal city’s
culture and heritage that dates back
hundreds of years.

ing,” said Mok.

Although it was not her first visit to a
mosque, Mok related that the experience
this time around was a markedly differ- -
ent one. J

This was thanks to the mosque man-
agement which provided the tour partic-
ipants with a knowledgeable guide in
Muhammad Abdul Qayyum Ong:

He explained in detail about the
mosque’s architecture and how it had
been inspired by the Great Mosque of
Xi'an in China.

how it was used for moon sightings.

He also conducted a tour of the
complex’s facilities. £

It had taken two hours to complete the
tour of the complex itself, before the
grnup'joined the others there to break

ast. o it

Under a tent in the mosque’s com-
pound, one of Mok’s friends, Agnes Chin,
40, said she wished there had been more
time for the tour.

On the whole, Mok and Chin described
the tour as calming and serene,

They were fascinated with how the
Islamic calendar was based on cycles of
the moon

During the tour, JjK founder and presi-
dent Chow Hoong Fai, 43, said the
Chinese Muslim mosque, which had
been completed in 2024, was the first to

THE STAR
o have been built in Selangor.

P T, 8
S R In total, there are five Chinese Muslim
e MAR 232% maoscues in Malaysia.
1 ATIKN 2eesnsetastonenssasssssssnces There are two in Perak, and one each
in Kelantan, Melaka and Selangor.

Since the Selangor moscque was built,
Chow has organised for noless than 300
tourists from Taiwan and China to visit
it.

——

In the most recent tour, 33 partici-
pants paid a RM38 fee each.

A portion of the total sum was donat-
‘ed to the'mosque. J

According to Chow, half of the tour
gruug_:vere from Klang while the rest
was from Kuala Lumpur.

On hand to assist visitors don head
scarves before entering the mosque was
Haslina Tiong, 65, a volunteer guide.

The pagoda for moon sighting.

The visitors also listened to a talk by
Malaysian Chinese Muslim Association
honorary secretary-general Ann Wan
Seng.

Ann's talk was on health benefits of
fasting,

Joining the wisitors in breaking fast
were residents of the Padmasambhava
Children Loving Association and seven
members of the Malaysian Deaf Muslim
Association. =

24 Chin and'Ma
with family

b and friends
waiting to
break fast al
- the mosque!



OMPARED to 25 years

ago, awareness of envi-

ronmental issues among

the public and business-
es in Malaysia has increased sig-
nificantly, with more environ-
ment-related terminologies and
concepts being introduced, from
"reduce, reuse, recycle (3R)" to
“sustainable development”, and
now “ESG" and “circular econo-
my”.

The mainstreaming of these
concepts across all businesses is
particularly important to ensure
that business entities play their
partin caring for the environ-
ment while generating profits or
wealth from their operations.

Similarly, from the
Government's perspective, sig-
nificant progress has been made
in‘'many areas, with numerous
comprehensive plans, guide-
lines, policies, blueprints and

Understanding
the ‘values’ of wastes *

regulations developed over the
past few decades.

Ironically, despite these
advancements, many people may
not be aware that there are a
total of 136 waste disposal sites
across the country, nearly 85% of
which are still non-sanitary or
open dumpsites.

The lack of budget allocation
for final disposal has led to the
mismanagement of most of
these sites, resulting in serious
impacts on both the local popula-
tion and the surrounding envi-
ronment.

Currently, the Government is
planning to shift from conven-
tional landfilling to waste-to-en-
ergy (WTE). The Housing and
Local Government Minister
(KPKT) Nga Kor Ming had
announced the Government’s
plans to build 18 WTE plants
across the country by 2040,

By Dr Theng Lee Chong

claiming that this initiative will be
able to turn waste into wealth.

‘Waste to wealth’ should be
interpreted carefully

We often hear terms like
“waste-to-wealth”, “trash-to-cash”,
or even “waste-to-money”, but is
this truly the case? Can waste be
seen as an untapped resource?
Can we consider waste as a reve-
nue stream? When we segregate
and sell recyclables, suchas old
newspapers and plastic bottles, to
recyclers or buy-back centres, we
receive incentives, thus creating a
small form of “wealth”.

When companies operate recy-
cling plants to convert plastics
into recycled resins or produce
fertilisers from food waste, they
are likely generating much great-
er "wealth” from waste. The
potential wealth from waste can
increase further when a company

signs a long-term concession
agreement awarded by the
Government, such as providing
waste collection services in a
state or building and operating a
WTE plant.

Nevertheless, the “Waste-to-
Wealth" concept should be inter-
preted carefully, as the examples
mentioned above only represent
part of the whole picture.
Valuable items such as old news-
papers and plastic bottles are
segregated for a small financial
return, but little attention is
given to items with no apparent
value, such as food waste, used
disposable diapers, and even
hazardous materials like fluores-
cent lamps and waste batteries,

These items are often discard-
ed into general waste bins, end-
ing up in disposal sites where
they contribute significantly to
pollution.

Turlkh...z.a

Similarly, on the other side of
the story, when companies gen-
erate revenue from long-term
contracts for building WTE plants
or providing waste collection ser-
vices, the real burden falls on the
shoulders of the Guvernment or
taxpayers.

The Government has revealed
that approximately RM3hil is spent
annually on solid waste manage-
ment and public cleansing in
Malaysia. If waste is still portrayed
as a source of wealth at the same
time, this is highly misleading and
contradicts the reality.

No government in the world
has made waste management its
primary source of income or
wealth. Waste management
remains a significant cost for all
countries, whether developed or
developing.

Therefore, the Government
should be mindful that
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promoting “waste-to-wealth®
from their perspective is mislead-
ing. Instead, they should educate
the public on the actual costs
involved in proper waste man-
agement and emphasise that
waste is a responsibility.

Wastes that have no value
shall not be neglected

Let's take a closer look on'the
values of wastes as a whole, we
will then'realise that only limited
types of waste carry positive val-
ues:

Waste with positive value*
Black and white papers, maga-

zine papers, old newspapers, car-

ton boxes; some types of plastics
(e.g. PET, PE, PP), aluminium
cans; recyclable metals, industrial
E-wastes, certain type of glass
bottles, certain type of household
. E-waste (e.g. air-conditioners,
computers, mobile phones);
certain type of food wastes

(e.g. husks from food industries). -

Waste with low or negative
value* .

Most of the food wastes; wood
~ and green wastes; contaminated
papers, tissue papers, carbon
papers; paper straws, cups and
containers; certain types of plas-
tics (e.g. PS, PVC); plastic lami-
nates; leather; rubber; certain
type of household e-waste (e.g.
washing machines and refrigera-

tors); used batteries; non-recycla- !

ble metals; used beverage car-
tons; dispesable diapers, lady
napkins; medical wastes; agricul-
ture wastes; fluorescent lamps;
construction debris; tiles and
ceramic; textiles; household and
industrial hazardous wastes (e.g.
insecticide spray cans, chemical
wastes and more),

it is ohvious that many types of
waste require proper manage-
ment, particularly safe disposal,
to minimise their adverse envi-
ronmental impacts. However, it s
common for people to focus
more on the value of waste, rath-
er than how it should be properly
managed, especially when the
waste has little or no value, or
when it requires payment for
safe disposal.

Putting too much emphasis on.
the potential monetary returns
from waste may lead to neglect-
ing the need for proper disposal,

" causing low- or negative-value
waste to be dumped in disposal
sites, This highlights the danger-
ous side of focusing too much on
the wealth that can be derived
from waste, which may eventual-
ly reduce the willingness to invest
in proper waste management in
the long run.

Be holistic when driving
towards ESG

Waste management is a crucial
and integral part of the ESG"
framework. Thus, fostering inno-
vative thinking to create markets
or turn waste into valuable itemns
is essential.

Nevertheless, it is important to
have a clear understanding that
the focus should not solely be on

the potential value of waste.
Instead, a holistic approach is
needed to ensure that all waste
is managed propetly, nothing is
overlooked, and, most important-
ly, there is a willingness to pay
for appropriate waste manage-
ment when necessary.

Waste caninot be wealth for
everyone, and not all waste can
generate wealth. If it were other-
wise, we wouldn't have so many
dumpsites across the country still
requiring significant funds to
manage.

While “waste-to-wealth® may
be a viable concept for business-
es, it is not a reality for govern-
ments. We certainly.do not want

‘to create more waste and then

believe it benefits the poor.

. * Note: Some materials could fall

in between negative and positive
value subject to many factors
including the logistics of collection,
impurity, quantity and quality of
wastes. 3

Waste specialist
Dr Theng Lee
Chang is the
coordinator for
environmental
projects betweel
Malaysia and
foreign
governments.

Afilepic showing Theng taking photos of the Bukit Beruntung Jandfill for. research purposes; in the past two decades, he has visited over: 50 landfill sites
see and capture the types of waste disposed. - Photo by NORAFIFT EHSAN / The Star
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HE pessimist sees difficulty in

every opportunity, the optimist

sees opportunity in every difficul-

ty, Winston Churchill once said.
This insight perfectly encapsulates the
mindset shift needed in waste manage-
ment.

While many view waste merely as a
problem to be discarded, adopting an
optimistic perspective reframes the chal-
lenge as an opportunity, a driver of eco-
nomic growth—an untapped resource that
can be repurposed, recycled and trans-
formed into something valuable.

In Malaysia, businesses have the
potential to convert waste heading to
overflowing landfills into profitable
resources. Through innovative practices =
like recycling, waste-to-energy solutions
and upcycling, discarded materials such as
plastics, paper and organic waste can be
turned into'valuable products. <

Energy generated from waste incinera-
tion can be sold'to the grid, creating a
new revenue stream. With this shift in
mindset, waste could evolve into a
resource that fosters both environmental
sustainability and economic growth.

However, itis important to recognise
that waste cannot be wealth for everyone,
and not all waste is capable of generating
profit. If it were, there wouldn't still be
countless dumpsites across the country
requiring significant funds for proper
management.

Harmonising with the green shift

Besides being seen as a prablem; waste
is also often regarded as a cost. If a busi-
ness is willing to/leverage its existing net-
work, waste can be collected from a site,
repurposed or directed to recycling facili-
ties, opening up the potential to generate
revenue.

The hidden value of waste

Repurposing waste is an opportunity to innovate, reduce costs

By LEE CHONGHUI
ESGq_i}pbﬁa!@&lestanm.mv

Waste Management Association of
‘Malaysia (WMAM) executive committee
technical chairman Zamri Abdul Rahman
and its technical and research committee

- co-chair Low King Hserng states that shift-

ing from seeing waste as a burden to
recognising it as a valuable resource

" requires businesses and individuals to

adopt a circular mindset, driven by inno-

vation, collaboration and a commitment to.

sustainability.

- “Embracing circular economy principles
enables businesses to rethink their mod-
els to ensure waste is integrated into their
production processes, Businesses can turn
waste into opportunities by embracing cir-

- cular economy principles and integrating

waste into their production processes,”
says Zamri.

“By priaritising reusable and repurposa-
ble materials, companies can drive sus-
tainability. For example, IKEA's Buy-Back
Programme resells or refurbishes old fur-

niture, while Dell transforms old
electronics into new products through its
e-waste recycling programme, generating
value from waste,” says Low.

They highlight that shifting from a tradi-
tional approach to a circular econormy also

involves designing products with recycla-

bility and reasability in mind. For example,
the CAREton Project, a collaboration
between Tetra Pak—which actively
promotes food packaging recycling and

‘other sustainable initiatives—and Nestlé

Malaysia, has collected over 4,700 tonnes
of used beverage cartons since 2012.

The materials were then recycled into
roofing tiles and panel boards to support .
housing projects for Malaysia's Qrang Asli
communities. ;

“Collaborations with researchers or
waste management firms can also lead to
innovative solutions. Petronas’ circular
plastic initiative, which repurposes plastic
waste into high-value resin, exemplifies

‘and create new revenue streams, fostering a sustainable future
through collaboration and a circular mindset

S

how cross-industry partnerships can drive
progress,” says Zamri.

Low adds that on an individual level,
adopting a zero-waste lifestyle is key ta
shifting one's mindset. “Viewing waste as ¢
resource opens up possibilities—used
coffee grounds can be composted and
orange peels can become natural cleaning
solutions.

“Everyday actions, like upcycling glass
jars or repairing clothes, reduce waste.
Supporting businesses that promote sus-
tainability, like Patagonia's focus on resell-
ing and'repairing apparel,‘or Nike Grind's
transformation of old shoes ifto sports

_surfaces, further encourages a circular

economy,” says Low.

Both emphasise while it is imperative
that waste repurposing must balance envi-
ronmental responsibility with financial via-
bility, companies can integrate waste-to-
value strategies while maintaining profita-
bility.
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Are we letting women'’s
potential go to waste?

smart economics: Empowering female talent for a more ol

esilient and prosperous nation

ly LEE CHONGHUI
SGeditorial@thestar.com.my.

F the entire world were one colossal

machine, each of us would have a

part to play, wouldn't we? In the con-

text of the labour market, it's much
ike a vast engine, driven by the ideas and
1ard work of millions of people.

However, when the potential of
Intapped talent is neglected, it effectively
:auses the engine to operate on just one
:ylinder. If that is so, it's hardly surprising
hat the economy isn't running at full
hrottle as it could be. This is especially. *
:vident in Malaysia, where the underutili-
iation of women’s talent remains a signifi-
:ant factor in this inefficiency. Despite
epresenting nearly half of the population,
vomen continue to be significantly under-
epresented in the workforce.

As of 2023, the female labour force par-
icipation rate in Malaysia stood at 56.2%,
howing a marginal increase from 2020's
'5.5% and 2021's 55.9%—compared to
2.3% for men. This stark gender gap in
mployment means that a vast pool of
otential talent is not being fully leveraged.

Yomanhood penalties

But itis not just about participation in
he workforce. Women face numerous
warriers, including wage disparity. Even
‘hen they do enter the workfarce, they
re often paid less than their male coun-
arparts for the same work.

Far instance, female teachers in
lalaysia were excluded from pension,
1edical and housing benefits, a disparity
nat persisted until'the 1970s. They also

earned lower wages than their male coun-
terparts.

Despite years of efforts and advocacy,
the nation's gender pay gap remains sig-
nificant, with women earning an average
of RM42,080 annually, compared to
RM®&3,117 for men. According to the
Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM),
the median monthly salary for female
workers was RM2,464 in 2023, while men
earned RM2,675 for overall jobs.

This means women were paid, on aver-
age, 7.9% less than men—an increase
from the 4.9% gap in 2018. While there
are now more female professionals in var-
lous fields—about 6,400 more than men—
women still earn approximately 19% less
than their male counterparts.

The persistence of the gender pay gap is
embedded insystemic factors that have
been reinforced over time and continue to
shape women's economic outcomes: While
progress has been made in terms of Wom-
en's participation in the workforce, educa-
tional attainment, and professional devel-
opment, these advancements'have yet to
translate into equal pay and opportunities.

A core issue is occupational segregation,
where women, often due to societal expec-
tations or unconscious biases, are overrep-
resented in lower-paying sectors like
healthcare, education, and retail. These
fields, while valuable, have historically
been undervalued and underpaid, contrib-
uting to the wage gap. Additionally, the
roles women hold often lack the financial
rewards seen in male-dominated sectors.

'}

et

The underrepresentation of women in
leadership worsens the issue. Studies
show women are less likely to be promot-
ed, limiting their earnings. Despite high
performance and competence, they face’
barriers to further advancement when
they reach senior roles.

- Itwas reported that Malaysian women
hold only 13.51% of the seats in the House
of Representatives, with 30 out of 222 par-
liamentarians being women. The Inter-
Parliamentary Union’s (IPU) global ranking
for women's representation in national
parliaments ranked the nation 150th out
of 190 countries in 2024,

The nation has also notseenthe
appointment of a female prime minister,
chief minister or menteri besar—unlike
neighbouring countries like Singapore and
Thailand, which have had women in top
leadership roles.

Meanwhile, cultural norms continue to
play d significant role. In many societies,
including Malaysia, the expectation that
women bear the primary caregiving
responsibilities often leads to career

_ breaks or even complete exits fromthe

workforce.

Evidence also suggests some women
choose occupations that pay less but pro-
vide more flexibility to accommodate their
family care responsibilities. Data from the
Khazanah Research Institute shows that 3.1
million women, constituting 62.9% of those

. outside the labour force, cite family respon-

sibilities as their primary reason for not
seeking employment. This contrasts sharply

-~ m————

onAsean
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with a smaller percentage of men, only
2.3% or 50,500, attributing their decision to
similar reasons. Meanwhile, unpaid care
work, traditionally carried out by women,
remains one of the most significant con-
tributors to the global gender pay gap.

Studies in other parts of the world have
found that women caregivers outearn
men if they were paid for. their work. It
was estimated that the value of unpaid
work carried out by stay-at-home mothers
would be approximately £184,820 if they
were paid for their contributions, This fig-
ure accounts for the wide range of roles -
women undertake as caregivers, including
childcare, caoking, cleaning, shopping and
managing household finances,

Another analysis of 800,000 earnings
reports over 20 years shows that regard-
less of pay.or education, all mothers get
hit with the *motherhood penalty”. On
average, they lose out on about US$8,000
a year with the birth of their first child,
while fathers®incomes do not take a
meaningful hit.

Female economic might

Research has consistently shown that
empowering women to access equal
wages and workforce opportunities not
only benefits individuals but drives posi-
tive change across entire economies and
societies,

Sacially, empowering women promotes
more inclusive communities, Studies show
that women's participation in deci-
sion-making processes leads to policies
that are more likely to focus on health,

_education and family welfare, which

improves the overall quality of life.

The World Economic Forum's 2024
Global Gender Gap Report highlights that
countries with greater gender equality,
such as Iceland and Norway, often experi-

- ence higher levels of social well-being,

increased life satisfaction and improved
health outcomes for all citizens.

Additionally, financially empowered
women are found to reinvest more in their
families and communities. The United
Nations estimates that when women earn
income, they invest up to 90% of it back
into their families and communities, com-
pared to just 30% to 40% for men.

" Economically, the inclusion of women in
the labour market is proven to have a sig-
nificant impact on growth. According to the
McKinsey Global Institute, closing the gen-
der gap in the workforce/could add a stag-
gering US$28 trillion to the global GDP.

In fact, companies with more women in
leadership positions tend to have higher
financial returns, as demonstrated by a
2019 report from Credit Suisse, which
found that companies with women at the
helm had a 26% higher return on equity
than those led by men.

Closing the gender pay gap is a strateglc
economic choice. Given that Malaysia cur-
rently holds the Asean chairmanship, this °
presents an opportunity to reshape:the
region's gender equality landscape and
unlock substantial economic benefits,
ensure long-term sustainability and foster

. a more prosperaus, equitable soclety -

leveraging it for regwnal progress.

The economic and social benefits of
empowering women are clear. So, why, .
despite overwhelming evidence, does
gender inequality persist in the workplace
and beyond?

THESTAR
2 8 MAR 4025

T [{\ 1ieessecasessssancnncesensscse



A pa88|on to promote cleanlln"ess---

KUALALUMPU‘R.Imagmewa]k
ing through a bustling public
space in Malaysia and spotting a
man dressed in a traditional
Japanese kimono, his wooden

clogs softly claddng as he hendsr

) litter.
tely Butfoerk
ik Zamani, 30,

down to pick u
Unusual?
Ahmad Kashfi N

thisis hiswaynfmsplrh\gaclean-‘.

er and more mindful community.
Affectionately known as Kay,
man from Kota Baru,

ung
Kelantan, has been capturing

attention and winning hearts on
TikTok through his account, @
kay.chanel52:

His videos — a blend of cultural

uniqueness and environmental.

advocacy — have struck a chord

‘with netizens. L
“It all started about three years
ago,” Kay told Bernama.

“I had just started my TikTok
account and wanted to create

content about cleanliness. Tt frus-
trated me to see
without a second thought.”

At first, Kay filmed his efforts in
casual attire, picking up rubbish
in public areas. However, he soon
realised that a more striking

approach could amplify his mes-

sage.

eljtterlng— ;

"1 heard fmrn friends that the loalo.ng diﬂ’erent - it was a.bout
japanaearefamouslydismpline& sparking curiosity and starting
about cleanliness, so I thofight, conversations,” he explained.
why not take i tion from Now; dressed in his eye-catch-
their culture? It wasn’t just about  ing kimono and wooden clogs,

‘apanese style

: --Inspiring a
cleaner and
mindful

 armed with a litter picker and a

~ basket, Kay spends two to three
‘hours a day collecting litter

around popular spots in Kota
Baru. it

Tankh....?...f.’..........

“When people see me, they
often stog and ask what I'm doing.
That’s when I share the message
— that caring for our environment

is everyone’s responsibility” he
said.

Despite his passion, Kay admit-
ted that his journey has not been
without challenges. At times, he
wondered if people were silently.
mocking him or misinterpreting
his intentions.

“I even took a break because
I questioned whether it was
worth it. But my family and
friends encouraged me to keep

- going, and I found my confidence

‘again,” he shared.

Kay's unconventional approach
has sparked curiosity. While some
question his choice of a foreign
cultural identity to deliver his
message, he remains focused on
his mission.

“Some people ask whyr Iusea
different cultural image for this.
For me, what matters is that the
message of cleanliness reaches
geople and makes a dm’erence,”

concluded.

ForKay, this is mare than justa
social media act — it is a call for a
cleaner, more considerate com-
munity.
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Penyelarasan S T
berdasarkanharga | 44 = -
subsidi dan tanpa ,q(u,
subsidi
Oleh AZLEENDA SAHALUDIN
KUALA LUMPUR : P
S B erajaan akan mengumumkan me-
kanisme lengkap bagi melaksana-
kan penyelarasan subsidi minyak
| RONS5 kepada rakyal se-
Ispas separuh pertama tahun ini dengan
. menggunakan sistem pengenalan diri *
- MyKad dan dua kadar harga.
Menteri Kewangan |l, Datuk Seri
AMIR Amir Hamzah Azizan berkata, pem-

bangunan mekanisme pelaksanaan
 langkah yang disasarkan dapat me-

ngukuhkan kewangan negara, sedang
diperhalusi dengan kerajaan tidak
mahu mengumumbkan sesuatu pe-
laksanaan dasar secara
terburu-buru.

“Kita tidak mahu
. mengumumkan se-
. suatu perkara se-
*  mentara kami masih
. menjalankan kerja,
kerana perkara

Najib dinamakan sebagai
suspek akibat aliran dana

paling penting yang kami mahu pastikan
adalah sistem ini kukuh,

“RONS5 akan menggunakan dua pe-
ringkat harga iaitu harga subsidi dan tanpa
subsidi.

“Sistem yang akan diguna dalam pe-
nyaluran subsidi RON95 kepada rakyat
yang layak adalah melalui MyKad,” katanya
selepas melakukan tinjauan operasi-per-
khidmatan RARID KL On-Demand bersama
Menteri Pengangkutan, Anthony Loke di
sini, pada Khamis.

Mengulas mengenai kewajaran meng-
gunakan MyKad dalam pelaksanaan rasio-
nalisasi subsisdi itu, Amir Hamzah men-
jelaskan, sistem berkenaan sudah
digunakan dalam Sumbangan Asas
Rahmah (Sara).

Menurut beliau, ketika ini sumbangan
Sara kepada 700,000 penerima yang akan
diperluas kepada 5.4:juta penerima ber-
mula 1 April ini menggunakan MyKad se-

NASIONAL i

JUMAAT 28 MAC 2025 = SINAR HARIAN

Subsidi RON95 guna
dua peringkat harga

bagai medium penyaluran bantuan tunai
setiap bulan. ;

Malah katanya, bantuan yang diterima
di dalam MyKad itu boleh digunakan bagi
transaksi di 3,500 buah kedai.

“Jika kita boleh menggunakan MyKad
kepada 5.4 juta penerima-dengan 3,500
kedai, ia menunjukkan sistem itu kukuh.

“Justeru, tidak ada beza jika MyKad
diguna pakai untuk rasionalisasi subsidi
RONS5," Katanya.

Beliau turut menegaskan, 85 peratus
rakyat negara ini tidak akan terkesan susul-
an penyasaran subsidi RONS5 yang akan
dilaksanakan kelak. {

Belanjawan 2025 yang dibentangkan
oleh Perdana Menteri, Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim sebelum ini menyaksikan Kerajaan
bercadang melaksanakan penyasaran sub-
sidi petrol RON95 pada pertengahan tahun
ini, dengan anggaran sekitar RM12 bilion
untuk 85 peratus rakyat Malaysia.

Isu barang kemas: Rosmah dibenar masukkan
kerajaan, PDRM sebagai pihak ketiga

ke akaun peribadi - Saksi

PUTRAJAYA-- Bekas &
pegawai penyiasat kes
1Malaysia Development
Berhad (1MDB) R.
Rajagopal memberitahu
Mahkamah Tinggi di sini
pada Khamis bahawa
Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak dikenal pasti se-
bagai suspek dalam
siasatan Bukit Aman
terhadap dana kekaya-
an berdaulat tersebut.

Rajagopal yang me-
rupakan bekas Ketua Jabatan
Siasatan Jenayah Komersial (JSJK)
Bukit Aman, memberi keterangan
perkara itu disebabkan adanya aliran
masuk wang daripada 1TMDB ke
akaun bank peribadi Najib.

“Pada awalnya, bekas Perdana
Menteri itu bukan suspek ketika
siasatan bermula pada tahun 2015.
Ketika itu masih terlalu awal kerana
kami belum merekodkan kenyataan
daripada ramai saksi, termasuk ahli
Iernbaga pengarah dan pengurusan
1MDB," kata saksi itu.

Saksi pembelaan ke-11 itu ber-
kata demikian Ketika disoal Timbalan
Pendakwa Raya Ahmad Akram
Gharib dalam perbicaraan Najib ber-

hubung dakwaan penyelewengan.

dana 1MDB berjumlah RM2.3 bilion.

Rajagopal berkata, Najib tidak
didakwa atas kesalahan pecah ama-
nah jenayah (CBT) yang berkaitan

dengan 1MDB.
Ahmad
Semasa anda mengambil
kenyataan daripada saksi
dalam kes ini, adakah ada
yang menyebut nama

Hajagopal:! {’é,‘bebem-

Najib berulang kali.

“Rajagopal turut meng-
ingat semula laporan awal
polis dibuat bekas pe-
“mimpin UMNO, Datuk Seri
Khalmddm Abu Hassan, yang mem-
bawa kepada siasatan CBT.

Laporan itu berdasarkan pen-
dedahan media mengenai isu tadbir
urus di 1MDB, yang menyebabkan
dana kekayaan berdaulat Malaysia
itu menanggung hutang berbilion
ringgit.

Pada 30 Oktober tahun lepas,
Hakim Datuk Collin. Lawrence
Sequerah memerintahkan Najib
membela diri selepas mendapati pi-
hak pendakwaan berjaya membukti-
kan kes prima facie terhadapnya.

Najib, 71, menghadapi 25 per-
tuduhan, tem'lasuk empat pertuduh-
an menyalahgunakan jawatannya
untuk menerima rasuah RM2.3 bilion
daripada dana 1MDB dan 21 per-
tuduhan pengubahan wang haram
membabitkan jumlah'yang sama.

Perbicaraan bersambung pada 7
April.- Bernama

Akram: -

 pa saksi menyebut nama

benarkan rayuan Rosmah untuk_
~ mengetepikan
Mahkamah Tinggi pada Mei ta-

_mohonannya.

PUTRAJAYA - Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor
diberi kebenaran untuk memasukkan ke-
rajaan dan Polis Diraja Malaysia (PDRM)
sebagai pihak ketiga dalam saman
AS$14,57 juta difailkan terhadapnya olah
Global Royalty Trading SAL, yang

pangkalan di Lubnan, berhubung kahﬂang-

.an lebih 40 barang kemas.

Panel tiga hakim Mahkamah Rayiian

_ terdiri daripada Datuk P, Ravinthran, Datuk

Dr Choo Kah Sing dan Datuk Seri Mohd
Fimz.laﬁﬁl membuat keputusan
itu pada Khamis selepas mem-

keputusan

hun Iepas yang menolak per-

Ketika menyampa:kan Ke-
putusan sebulat suara itu, Kah
Sing berkata, Rosmah, yang juga
isteri bekas Perdana Menteri
Datuk Seri Naiib Hazak, telah &
membuktikan kes prima.[ame :
untuk diberikan kebenaran me-
ngeluarkan notis plhak ketiga. F

* Beliau berkata pihak ketiga yang di-

‘cadangkan mempunyai kewajipan statuto-
ri dalam menjaga dan mengawal barang

kemas terbabit di bawah Seksyen 413(5)
Kanun Tatacara Jenayah sekali gus me-
wujudkan Kaitan antara Rosmah dan kedua-
duanya.

“Sekiranya pihak ketiga yang dicadang-
kan didapati melanggar kewajipan statuto-
ri mereka, Rosmah boleh memohon ganti

~ rugi daripada mereka,” katanya.

Pada 29 Mac 2023, Global Royalty
memfailkan saman itu mendakwa Rosmah

Tarikh:

telah berbohong'dengan mengatakan ba-
hawa 44 barang kemas termasuk rantai
berlian, gelang dan tiara yang dihantar ke-
padanya oleh ejen syarikat itu telah disita
‘oleh pihak berkuasa Malaysia di bawah
 Akta Pencegahan Pengubahan Wang
Haram, Pencegahan Pembiayaan
. Keganasan dan Hasil Daripada Aktiviti
- Haram 2001.

Menurut syarikat yang berpangkalan di

Bam:t ltu ini kerana hanya satu daripada

44 barang kemas berkenaan
 berada dalam simpanan dan
- kawalan pihak polis, dan baki

43 barang kemas milik plaintif
tidak berada dalam simpanan .
_pihak berkuasa itu.

Global Royalty juga men-
dakwa isteri bekas Perdana
Menter, Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak itu mengalihkan beban
kepada kerajaan Malaysia se-

| dangkan barang kemas itu se- -
‘benamya telah hilang. G

Menerusi permohonannya
untuk memulakan prosiding itu
teﬂ\adap kerajaan dan polis, Rosmah men-
dakwa barang kemas yang dipertikai itu
telah disita oleh pihak berkuasa.

Mahkamah Tinggi sebelum ini menetap-
kan 28 Mei sebagai pengurusan kes untuk
menentukan tarikh perbicaraan.

Pada prosiding pada Khamis, peguam
Rajivan Nambiar dan Nur Aiman Sharizal
mewakili Rosmah manakala Peguam Kanan
Persekutuan, Shamsul Bolhassan, Nur
Ezdiani Roleb serta Peguam Persekutuan
Syafiq Affandy Hasan hadir bagi pihak ke-
rajaan dan polis.- Bernama

AR HARIAN
SIN 28 MAR 2025

e
POy TX T LT LLLL L L



SINAR HARTAN
Tarikh: ZBMAR2025






SINAR

Tal‘ikh: essssaseneeese

HARIAN
2 8 MAR 2025







Tarikh: 2&&%.@9?.5..



PEMBINAAN MASJID MADANI

Oleh Hafidzul Hilmi tapak berkenaan.
Mohd Noor dan Perdana Menteri berka—
Muhamad Lokman ta, kerajaan mengambil
Khairi pendekatan  berhikmah
am@hmetro.com.my termasuk berunding de-
ngan pihak kuil bagi me-
Kuala Lumpur mastikan pembinaan mas-
; _ ~ jid itu berjaya direalisasi-

atuk Seri Anwar kan.

Ibrahim menyifat- “Saya nak ajak, kita lihat
kan  pembinaan umpamanya dalam keme-.

- Masjid Madani di Jalan
; . Munshi Abdullah di sini,
. sebagai bukti kebl]aksana—
- an, kekuatan dan kemu-
liaan Islam dalam berun-
ding.
Ia susulan persetu]uan
pihak. Kuil Dewi Sri Pa-

thrakaliamman berpindah,

ke lokasi- baharu untuk
memberi laluan kepada
pembinaan masjid baharu
milik Kumpulan. Jakel di

Hikma

lut ini memang betul ra-

menteri tahu dari awal sa-.
ya kata tegas rundmg d‘;k
tolak ansur.. tapi ti

berganjak daripada kepu-
tusan kita bahawa masjid

wajib didirikan di sini, tapi -

harus ada hikmah.

“Saya nak dengan sedikit -

sebanyak pergeseran itu
saudarajawatankuasabaru

dengan majlis agama cari

Wm 242

.erundlng

jalan, ada maijlis bawa se-
mula persahabatan kita.
“Negara ini harus tegak
sebagai negara yang aman,
hanya negara yang aman
yang keselamatannya ter-
jamin,” katanya ketika be-

rucap pada Majlis Pecah
Tanah Pembangunan Mas-

jid Madani di Lot-328, Jalan
Munshi Abdullah di sini,

semalam.
kan-rakan saya danjemaah

(Wilayah Persekutuan) Da-

‘tuk Seri Dr Zaliha Mustafa
‘dan = Pengarah - Urusan
. Kumpulan Jakel Datuk Seri

Mohamed Faroz Mohamed
Jakel. -

Kontroversi kuil Dewi Sri
Pa‘thrakaliamman bermula

apabila struktur semasa-
nya yang terletak di Jalan

‘Munshi Abdullah, dikata-

kan dibina pada 1893, be-
berapa dekad sebelum De-
wan Bandaraya Kuala
Lumpur (DBKL) dan agensi
pendahulunya  ditubuh-
kan.

Selepas merdeka, DBKL

- menjadi pemilik tanah ter-
3 bablt, sebelum dijual ke-

Turut hadir, Timbalan
PerdanaMenten Datuk Se-
1i Fadillah Yusof, Menteri
di Jabatan Perdana Menteri

pada Jakel pada 2014.

. Jakel baru-baru ini, me-
ngumumkan  rancangan
untuk membina masjid
yang akan dinamakan
Masjid Madani atas tapak
berkenaan.

Mengulas lanjut, Anwar
mengingatkan semua pi-
hak supaya tidak melam-
paui batas dalam mengulas -
isu- kuil terbabit. .

PENIAGA lemang Shamsur Ezam Mohd Afandi, 40, (dua dari kanan) melayan pelanggan di gerainya pada tinjauan di Klebang
Putra, Ipoh, kelmarin. Shamsur. Ezam menjual lemangnya dengan harga lebih rendah iaitu RMI10 sebatang. Bapa kepada tiga
cahaya mata itu berkata, hampir 400 batang lemang biasa, jagung atau pulut hitam yang kebiasaannya dijual pada harga RM18
sehingga RM20, dijual pada harga RM10 bermula:kira-kira 3. 30 petang kelmarin dan habis dalam tempoh satu setengah jam.
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- tahun. Ia!u, rkatanya dalam ke- ujamny

nyalaan

mg'ka'
~ tiga ! tahnnilalu,rmen
_kommnen ENBlcunmle Lmenin-

paténASBZdanLASMmengm:asx
penanda aras Deposit Tetap 12
Bulan: ybaﬂkphdaz.sﬁpem

. ASNB berkata, dana—danaam ;

CAPTION

penguaan PEH'
gagihan. dapamn ‘untuk ASB
2 dan ASM: adalah berdasarkan

‘purata baki bulanan minimum
- yang dipegang sepanjang | tahun

kewangan bagi setiap dana.
Jelasnya, ' pengagihan. yang
dusyuhar]mm oleh' dana-dana
ini akan dilaburkan semula se-
cam'automan'k ke dalam akaun
pemegang umtx, pada:—- Apri
2025. il
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