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1.| THE STAR PROJECT IN KEPONG
. SENSELESS COVERING OF TAGS
« RESIDENTS WANT THEIR SAY BEFORE TREES GET
FELLED

"e KWSP TERIMA 286 JUTA PERMOHONAN PINDAAN AKAUN

FLEKSIBEL
e TIGA PENJAWAT AWAM DITAHAN SIDYAKI MINTA RASUAH
1. | SINAR HARIAN RM25,000
e SYOR WUJUD PASUKAN PEMANTAU PASTIKAN POKOK DITANAM
SEMULA
e BOLEH MOHON SUBSIDI DIESEL MULAI HARI INI
» SELANGOR CATAT PENINGKATAN
o HASIL PENJIMATAN SUBSIDI BERSASAR DISALUR KEPADA
2. | HARIAN METRO RAKYAT
e 2.86 JUTA BUAT PERMOHONAN
3. | KOSMO e 11,713 CALON SPM 2023 DAPAT SEMUA A
o KWSP TERIMA 2.86 JUTA PERMOHONAN PINDAHAN KE AKAUN
FLEKSIBEL

o KEJAYAAN REFORMASI SUBSIDI DIESEL RINTIS PEMBAHARUAN
PROGRAM RON95

e PEGAWAI KERAJAAN KENA TURUN PADANG PERJELAS DASAR
BAHARU EKONOMI

e HANYA LIMA PERATUS HOSPITAL, KLINIK AWAM CUKUP TENAGA
KERJA

5. | UTUSAN MALAYSIA e RM5.5 BILION SUDAH DIKELUARKAN PENCARUM KWSP

RM8.8b MOVED TO EPF'S AKAUN FLEKSIBEL
O || NEVESTRRITS TIMES RM200 MONTHLY DIESEL SUBSIDY AID FOR ELIGIBLE RECIPENTS
EPF FLEXI OPTION DRAWS RESPONSE INVOLVING RM2.8b
LOW-COST FLAT DWELLERS ‘FEELING THE HEAT’
7 | THE SUN g::)’(E(};ie/gRS IN KLANG VALLEY INFESTED BY INVASIVE FISH
SMOKING BAN VIOLATORS HARMING HEALTH OF OTHERS
e LOCAL AUTHORITIES ENCOURAGED TO EMPLOY ARBORISTS
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MBSJ outlines measures to reduce risk of trees

falling

SUBANG Jaya City Council (MBSJ) has undertaken several measures to reduce the risk

of trees falling or posing a danger to the public, including updating the council's tree
inventory and ensuring regular landscape maintenance.

"MBSJ rernains committed to reducing the risk of trees posing a danger to the publicin
areas under the council's purview, through various proactive and strategic measures.”
MBSJ's Corporate And Strategic Management Department said in a statement on
Monday (May 27).

"These methods include increasing monitoring as well as regular pruning and
maintenance.

"The monitoring and updating of MBSJ's tree inventory is done regularly. For trees that
have exceeded their maturity period, they will be reviewed and maintained on a
scheduled basis.”

The monitoring will be done by a certified arborist, namely MBSJ)'s Landscape
Department director. The council also has 14 officers trained with basic arboriculture
knowledge.

"Pruning and maintenance works are proactively carried out on trees found to be at risk,

"MBSJ continuously assesses the sites to evaluate the level of risk and to recommend
further actions for at-risk trees, if necessary," said the statement.
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MBSJ outlines measures to reduce risk of trees

falling

To reduce the risk of trees falling, MBSJ said it had outlined a holistic approach involving
both short- and long-term measures,

"Short-term measures involves regular pruning and inspection of high-risk trees prone
to falling, especially those located near roads, buildings and public areas,

"Long-term measures include replacing high-risk trees with species that are more
suitable for the local climate and conditions, developing a comprehensive tree
management plan and updating the tree inventory as well as integrating urban planning
with green infrastructure that considers strategic planting of trees,” said MBSJ.

It added that the following areas in Subang Jaya, Puchong and Seri Kembangan have
been identified for landscape maintenance work, between April 1and July 31:
> Jalan PIS 7/7, Jalan PJS 11/5 and PJS 11/24

> Around USJ 23/5and USJ 27

> Jalan USJ 3B/8, Jalan USJ 4/3, 4/4 and 4/5 and Jalan Tujuan
> Jalan TP 3/3,Jalan TP 5 and Jalan TP 7

> Jalan Pinggiran USJ 1/17 and Jalan SHT 1

> Jalan Bangau 9, Jalan Kasawari, Jalan Utama Kenari, Jalan Tiong 2 and Jalan Puchong
Jaya Selatan

> Jalan Intan 1/8, Jalan Intan 1/1, Jalan Puchong Intan 2/5 and Jalan Puchong Indah 3
> Jalan Persiaran Tasik Prima, Jalan Prima 1 /7 and Jalan Prima 4/2

> Jalan 18/55, Jalan SR 5, Jalan SR 6, Jalan Muhibbah, Jalan Kuda Emas and Jalan SB
Indah 5

> Jalan SS 14/8G (Kesas Expressway wall), Persiaran Kewajipan, Jalan 58 12/4 and Jalan
§515/4D

> Jalan Putra Permai 8, Putra Permai @ and BPP 2/1, Jalan LEP /8, Jalan LP 2/17 and
JalanLP 2/19

> Jalan PUJ 1/5, PUJ 1/11, PUJ 1/15 and Jalan Puncak Jalil 8

> Jalan Kinrara 6, Jalan BK 2/10, BK 4/2 , Jalan BK 5/6, BK 5/10A and Jalan BK 8A
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DBKLurgedtoresolve stalled housmgp

SEVERAL househuyers of a
£ housmgpmjectihl‘a'_r,r'}arp Bl
R\ Fadason, which had'stalled more
‘gqp than a decade ago, want the
authorities to intervene.

Launched in 2012, the project
in Kepong, Kuala Lumpur,

comprised three-storey linked
units. ot 2
The housebuyers said it was a -
joint venture between a private
developer and Kuala Lumpur -
City Hall(DBKL). ~ =~
They paid a 10% deposit to the
developer for the units, which
were estimated to cost hetween
RMl.2miland RMZmil. -~
Some 20 purchasers gathered

far a press conference to voice 44, who said she
their concerns and demand that  deposit to secure

DBKL resolve the issue. - Shesaid several years ago, she
Among them was Carrie Chin, - and umgr.housghl_zyms,dgmand-.

aRMI59,000  ed a refund after the develop:
crtd e 'td{stzi]_:tm:k-un'rﬂaglpm{

e operagreedtoour

request and began paying us in
- monthly instalments, g
~ “Ireceived seven instalments
- totalling RM70,000 but then the
- Payments stopped,” said Chin.

‘Ramayea Manickam, 62, who

 paida RM186,000 deposit, said
she did not receive any refind as

she did not apply for it.
~ “We have repeatedly gone to
the developer’s and DBKL offi-

ces over the years but were given

T
Another buyer, Ng Bee Hiong,
51, said she did not want a
refund and expressed hope that
the project would be completed
Local community activist Yee
Poh Ping, who is helping the
housebuyers, said several meet-
ings had been held with DBKL.

“We learnt that DBKL, which is

.oj.é.ct In Kepong

the project’s landowner, had in
2014, cancelled the joint venture
after the developer failed to fulfil
its obligations.

“However, the housebuyers
were left in limbo.

“We urge DBKL to step in and
defend their rights,” said Yee.

‘When StarMetro visited the
site, the team found an aban-
doned show unit.

The area was filled with rub-
bish and stagnant water.

There were also many vehicles

parked there. ;
“These are helieved to be from

- nearby neighbourhoods and

commercial areas,” he said.

- DBKL and the developer had
not responded to requests for
comments at press time, — By
FARID WAHAB

é



A yellow lag Indicalnﬁ this tree has been checked by an arhnnst

Sen“iifeless ‘Covering

By BAVANIM
bavanim@thestar.com.my.

THE crucial task of assessing if
mature trees are safe in Kuala
Lumpur after recent storms has.
been made harder by irresponsi-
ble citizens.
~ Tags on dozens of trees, which.
indicate if they had been .
inspected, assessed or logged for
inventory purposes, have either
heen ripped off or covered up by
‘banners and illegal signs.

These trees were assessed by
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
arborists for proper care and.
maintenance - including

pruning, treatment or removal i o

Tiecessary.
Ne;ghhourhoods which

seemed to be more affected are

in Jalan Kelang Lama and
include Taman Desa, Jalan
Kuchai Lama along with Taman
Gembira in Kuala Lumpur.

Taman Desa Residents
Association (TDRA) chairman
Wong Chan Choy and members
of his committee were the first
to notice some trees had labels
whi.h:]?:hers di‘g not.

At the time, they were carry-
ing out their own inspection to
check for tree branches that
might be at risk of falling or in
need of pruning.

“When we looked closer, we
found some of the tags under
banners,” Wong said.

He said the labels were
important indicators of the
trees’ health, and to identify
hazard trees which could be
diseased, decayed or were
structurally unstable.

“It is also important to main-
tain an accurate record of the
city’s tree population, including
species, age and condition.”

He said in light of recent
incidents of trees falling due
to thunderstorms, it was
necessary in the name of public
safety to identify and mitigate
hazards posed by old and dam-
aged trees.

“The tree labels or tags are
important because without
them, it will be difficult for

Nollce ona tree1hat has been Edenllﬁed for felllng In Taman Desa

f tags

Stakeholders say records on status of matured

to prune branches but leave tops
of trees untouched.

DBKL to track and monitor the
health and condition of the
trees. :

“This can lead to untreated
diseases, unnoticed structural
weaknesses and other issues
that could compromise the trees’
health and safety,” he said.

He added that DBKL could

T ." o N > e 3 :
DBKL tree tag covered by an illegal banner. — Photos: YAP CHEE HONG/The Star

also face difficulties in

- maintaining accurate records

and conducting n l;iy
inspections, which would lead to
increased costs.

Bangsar resident M.

. Viknendran said, “A city that

- prides itself on is tree assets

~ should not allow people to stick

banners and advertisements on
the trees.

“This practice not o:ﬂyharms
the trees but also diminishes the
aesthetic and environmental
value they provide,” he said.

“DBKL should start enforcing
regulations against any banners
placed on trees.

“And this should even include
government agencies that are
promoting functions.

“This will help protect the
trees and maintain the city's
aesthetic appeal, ensuring public
places are kept clean and free
from illegal advertisements.”

TDRA treasurer Koh Swee
Hyong said there were many
trees in the township in need of

trees in city essentlal for proper management

pruning, yet contractors hired to
do the job tend to only cut
branches and leave the tops
untouched.
Koh said proper pruning
practices involved maintaining
the natural shape and balance of

‘the tree.

“Pruning only the lower
branches and leaving the top:
untouched can create an imbal-
ance in the tree’s structure,

“This can lead to a top-heavy

tree, increasing the risk of the
tree becoming unstable and
potentially falling.

“We also need to point out
that areas with old trees should
be free of traders operating
stalls, as it is not safe for the
public who patronise the stalls
or for the operators,” added
Koh.

A StarMetro check on the com-
plaint found many tags under
banners, while others were
removed or had fallen on the

ground.
Some had either a black or

@



REPRESENTATIVES from resi-
dents associations (RAs) and
Kawasan Rukun Tetangga (KRT)
want proper engagement with
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
before the aumorlty fells trees
in &eighbaurhnn
ey say some perfectly

healthy trees in Kuala Lumpur
were chopped down recently
without proper consultation

with local communities.

Many more trees have been

! tagged for either pruning or

felling.

Taman Desa Mdmm :
evmodaﬂnn (tﬂrl{)RA) Charltreil}lm
ong Chan Choy repo;
; recelvingnmmru?o mplaints
- after DBKL contractors felled a
- 40-year-old a tree at ]alan
2/109e, Taman Desa, near
‘Wisma Miramas on Saturday
“The tree was old but healthy
_ and looked sturdg\;l;hey should
have trimmed it instead of
chopping it down,” he said.

Wong approached the: foneign :

contractors who said they were
merely following DBKL's
orders,

“TDRA is a very proactive RA, 8

and we have a good
relationship with DBKL. We
would appreciate it if officers
could informus or consult with
us before proceeding with tree-
cutting activities,” he said.

On the flip side another
Taman Desa resident, who
wished to remain anonymous,
said it took almost a year for
DBKL to cut down an old tree
that was on the verge of top-

pling near her house.

“They onldy came when things
got bad, and they did a poor
job, leaving a huge stump with
roots intact, which is now dam-
aging the drains,” she said.

Another resident, Jaclyn Chin,
suggested DBKL mark old and
brittle trees with a red tag and
ensure the area was off-limits
to parking and stalls.

“They should not have knee-
jerk reactions when something
happens,” Chin said.

Taman Seputeh KRT chair-

. man Cynthia Hor said DBKL
had been ignoring its own
guidelines,

“A section in Kuala Lumpur
Local Plan 2040 (KLLP2040)
states that the city’s goal to go
green includes planting 19 spe-
cies of tall trees (see graphic).

“However, when I'met with
DBKL’s Bukit Bintang branch.
officer responsible for land-
scaping, he said they lacked
cranes that could reach 30m to

THE STAR
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Mature
height (m)
30
i 20-30
20
25-30
15-25
30
v 20
Sandnﬁcmn koeuape : ) 30'
. (Sentul) g
Fagraea [ragrans o
(Tembusu) 50
~ Garcinia griffithii | 4
Cananga odorata } vir
~(Kenanga) | 10-20
Delonlx'regla -
(Semarak api) 20
Ficus benjamina
(Beringin) 20
Filicium decipiens |
(Kiara payung) 30
Pometia pinnata 4
(Kasal) 20-50
3 s Swietenia mahagoni 35
Taman Desa RA members showing the huge stump of a felled tree (Mahagoni)
which they sayis wreak.lng havocondrains. : Michelia champaca 25
maintain these tre&c, said Hor. {Conwsta)
“Of the 19 species listed, ] Lagerstmemta speciosa 20
many can grow over 30m. Do F._ g (Bungor)
you see the problem?” i ¥ M d I i
Hor said DBKL rust & Molictea i ' 40
develop a tree maintenance (Celam) 3
culture to achieve its : SR
dtytutarxe'get: R e Stargraphics
- “Some trees are brittle or A :
have crowns dangerously close re]ease muistm-e uu;nngh tran-  trees into urban planning can
to huildings or electrical cables. ~ spiration, cooling| thecityand  significantly i improve the value
“DBKL should conduct assess- > reducingthhmﬂ;anheat island  of the property in a township as
ments and communicate with | effect” : well as the quality of life and
community representatives. & RealtorS. Shamml added that environmental health in cities,” “&
“In some areas, they don’t Horsays DBKLneeds more  Breen'spaces enhanced the Shamini said. }
post notices on the trees, - communication with residemé visual appeal of urban areas On May 13, a huge tree fell on
inform the KRT or RA, or i and contributed to residents’ Jalan Pinang, damaging several
engage with residents when well-being by reducing stress vehicles. This incident occurred
they are going to cut or prune greenhouse gases besides and promoting mental health. just 600m from Jalan Sultan
the trees,” she added. _ mitigating climate change. “In my experience of selling Ismail, where another large
" Hor pointed out that trees “Trees also filter pollutants houses for over 10 years, tree had fallen the previous
were essential as they absorbed  from the air, improving overall  neighbourhoods with a lot of week, killing a motorist and
carbon dioxide from the air quality and public health, greenery tend to sell easily, so injuring two others. — By
~ integrating carbon-absorbing BAVANIM

atmosphere and helped reduce

-and they provide shade and

yellow tag with serial numbers.

When contacted, a DBKL
spokesperson said trees tagged
with a yellow label had been
assessed by an arborist, while
black-labelled ones had been
inventoried.

- “Tagging the trees is impor-
tant as it ensures proper man-
agement,” said the spokesper-
son, adding that a team would
be sent to check on the illegal
banners.

According to the Federal
Territories Department, there
are 236,651 trees in Kuala
Lumpur.

Of this number, 1,346 trees
are more than 30 years old.

On May 7 and May 13, thun-
derstorms caused dozens of

trees to fall in the city, causing
damage. One person was killed,
while two others were injured
in the May 7 incident.

‘Following this, DBKL said City
Hall-appointed certified arbo-
rists had identified 28 trees in
the city as high-risk in its latest
periodic inspection.

DBKL said these trees would
be felled soon, following
scheduled checks on trees 30
years or older, or those with a
circumference exceeding 1.5m,
around Kuala Lumpur from
2019.

It said 175 trees had been
identified as high-risk, with most
exceeding 50 years old.

Of this number, 147 trees have
been felled.

Taman Desa
Residents
Association
members
showing trees
that require
pruning.
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padatahunsebelumnya.

Nilai GPN yang lebih kecil

menunjukkan pencapaian calon

yang lebih baik. sdadh
“Seramai 83,112 cal mere-

kodkan - pencapaian = kepujian

sekurang-kurangnya « gred G

untuk semua mata pelajaran,

manakala 131,489 calon lulus
sekurang kurangnyagredEbagi
semua mata pelajaran kata-

nya pada pengumuman analisis
keputusan peperiksaan SPM

2023, di sini semalam.

Beliau berkata, sebanyak 66
mata pelajaran pula mencatat-
kan peningkatan prestasi pada
peperiksaan SPM 2023, manaka-

la 25 mata pelajaran mencatat- _‘

kan penurunan dan empatmata
pelajaran menunjukkan prestasi
tidak berubah.

Katanya, prestasi. kaamua
mata pelajaran teras dalam
peperiksaan SPM 2023 iaitu Ba-
hasa Melayu, Bahasa Inggeris,
Pendidikan Islam, Pendidikan

empat mata pela-
rar 2 Sains Tulen dan
Matematik Tambahan (STEM)
telah menunjukkan peningka-
tan,” ujarnya. :

Azman berkata, bagi mata
pelajaran STEM kategori Sains

 Gunaan dan Teknologi, mata
B pelajaran  Pengajian Kejurute-

raan Blelm'lk ‘dan Elektronik

mata pelajaran dalam kumpu-

. lan itumenunjukkan penurunan

jaitu Pertanian dan Sains Sukan.
“Sebanyak 12 daripada 22
mata pelajaran STEM kategori
vnkaslona] (MFV’.) mencatatkan
tan prestnai ‘manakala

10 1agi merekodkan penurunan.
 Mengenai = Kemahiran Ber-
fikir Aras Tinggi (KBAT), beliau
berkata, tahap penguasaan calon

“Analisis menunjukkan calon
SPM 2023 kurang menguasai ke-

. mahiran mencipta dan secara
 keseluruhannya, calon pada ta-
~ hap penguasaan minimurm.

“Oleh itu KBAT harus sentiasa.
_dipupuk dan dlbudavakan dalam
diri murid terutama melalui

B pmses*pengalaran dan pembela-
jaran;® katanya.

Di&l:nsni Petani, Kedah men-
catatkan pencapaian tertinggi
keputusan SPM 2023 dalam tem-+

poh13 tah\m dengan pencapalan

. GPNATI

Pengarah Pendidikan negert
Ismail Othman berkata, penca-
paian calon SPM di negeri ini se-
cara keseluruhan meningkat ber-
banding tahun sebelumnya yang
memperoleh GPN 4.98.

"Berdasarkan GPN, pencapai-
an calon bandar meningkat 0.2
mata iaitu 477 mata pada tahun
lalu berbanding 4.97 mata pada
2022,

“Pencapaian calon luarbandar
juga meningkat 0.35 mata jaitu
4,77 mata pada 2023 berbanding
512mata pada 2022 ujarnya.
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smoking ban violators

harming

#> Cigarette fumes expelled
by individuals contain 7,000
chemicals, with 69 known
tocause cancer:EXDler_’t -

qunmmmm
- lhmmdndtywm

Pmam&nspﬂetheuo-smnkingnd]ngbf
enforced at all eateries and restaurants

naﬂnnuddednoelan].znw,ﬂmﬁthmeapd
15 and above claim they were exposed t
secondhandsmoheinmdl

'IhisisacmrdingtntheGlobalMul‘s'lbbmm ;
urvey Malaysia 2023, which involved 5,780

hmmehoidsnnﬂanwide.

“Another 29.2% said they were exposed to
secondhand smoke in government buildings,
19% on public transport and 18.6% in

healthcare facilities”

Universiti ‘Malaysia Public Health
Medicine Prof Dr Sharifa Ezat Wan
Puteh said there is no difference between what
smokers inhale and those inhaling their
secondhand sn

smoke.

“The US National Cancer Institute has
identified more than 7,000 chemicals in
secondhand tobacco smoke and at least 69 of
these chemicals are l:nuwn to cause cancer.

“While . Malaysi i
strategies, thbyfnmsignlﬁmm chal]engu due to
the widespread availability of illicit cigarettes and
use of vape products by the underage”

Sharifa said both these issues encourage
youth to experiment with tobacco and vape,
ultimately developing an addiction to them and
disrupting government efforts to stamp out
such habits,

“Effective regulations a:_;d enforcement are
crucial to address the problem. Promoting the
proper use of altemative nicotine products can

+ help reduce the tobacco epidemic”

Sharifa said itis a known fact that secondhand.
smoke poses serious risks to vulnerable
individuals, including pregnant women,
infants, the elderly and those wﬂh pre-existing
health conditions. i

ealth of others

Jawaharsald althoug 'mcustomets srhokt

“It can result in babies being bom
underweight and having developmental
problems. There is also a 23% increased risk
of stillbirth and 13% higher risk of
congenital malformations?”

Sharifa said the New Policy Outline 2021 by.
the World Health Organisation reported
secondhand smoke killed around 1.2 million
people annually, ofwhich 65,000 were premature
and preventable deaths among children and
adolescents underlsyears. .

She said expostire to secondhand smoke leads
to tobacco-related diseases (TRD) and
contributes.  to  the development of
non-communicable diseases such as heart
dlsease.canmurdnon!cmsplmorydlsmse_

“The government spends millions annually
treating TRD in Malaysia. Most smokers come
from the B40 and middle-income groups, which
worsens their socioeconomic and health issues.
There is no safe level of exposure to secondhand
smoke. Since the 1960s, about 2.5 million
individuals who did not smoke died from
health problems caused by exposure to '
secondhand smoke” }

Meanwhile, the Malaysian Muslim Restarant

support t ngbanfneateﬂs,oﬂ\exshavemreatehed
to harm workers who confront them. — ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN

Owners Association said it is concemed about
secondhand smoke and supports the
govemnment decision. to enforce smoking bans
in restaurants.

“While some customers support it, others
become aggressive and threaten to throw hot tea
on the faces of our workers when confronted
about their king" said its president Datuk
Jawahar Ali Taib Khan,
~Its vice-president Abdul Mukhtahir Mohd
Ibrahim said continuous education on the
dangers of smoking is needed as some
individuals are not adhering to the smoking
 ban in restaurants.

“During our meetings with the government,
we have emphasised Malaysia is a democratic
coumry in which the rights of smokers should
also be respected. We even proposed the creation
of designated ventilated smoking areas within'
our premises as a temporary solution, which
would be eliminated over time, and to
increase the dl.sluuu between smoking and
non-smoldng

He said r.dnmﬁng the public about smoking
will make ﬁmmo{tﬁehnpaat af their
actions and the risk of secondhand smoke.
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