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Vacant MBSJ councillor spot reserved for BN
now f_ille__d by PKR

Nanthakumar Poapalan (left) and Sri Devi Chenchiah taking their oath of office at the Subang Jaya
City Council as councillors.

SUBANG JAYA: PKR'S Nanthakumar Poapalan has been appointed to the vacant
councillor post in the Subang Jaya City Council [MBSJ) which had been earlier reserved
for Selangor Barisan Nasional (BN).

Nanthakumar, 33, took up the seat for the 2024-2025 term after it was left empty for
three months. The seat was supposed to be filled by a BN representative as part of the
guota for the unity government in the state, However, the coalition failed to name
anyone for the post.

Sri Devi Chenchiah, 38, from PKR was also appointed as MBSJ councillor to fill up the
seat vacated by Gunasunthari Kanniappan from PKR who quit on April 1 due to
DGFSOH[\I reasons.

With her resignation, MBSJ had two vacancies to fill.

Both Nanthakumar, who is involved in landscape business, and Sri Devi, who is in car
park management, took their oaths and signed their letters of appointment in front of
Subang Jaya mayor Datuk Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim and deputy mayor Zulkurnain Che
Ali on April 24,

Mohd Fauzi said Nanthakumar and Sri Devi's term was effective April 8, 2024 to Dec 31,
2025.

In January this year, all 12 local authorities in Selangor had completed their swearing-in
ceremonies but left 20 local councillor seats available to BN and its component parties.

Both Nanthakumar and Sri Devi said that they would not only represent their
communities and residents, but would work with MBSJ to shape council policies to build
strong relationships with community groups.

Mohd Fauzi said a councillor must take the initiative to understand the workings of the
local council to be able to help ratepayers.

“Councillors must know what is going on in his or her area and help solve issues or
provide answers to questions that the community may have on assessment tax, trading
licences, clogged drains, rubbish collection, and floods, as well as the general well-being
of a neighbourhood,” he added.

MBSJ had appointed 23 councillors -- six new faces and 17 reappointments -- for the
2024-2025 term on Jan 19, with the remaining one seat to be filled by BN.

DAP had 13 councillors, PKR six and four were from Amanah. With the new
appointments, PKR now has seven councillors in MBSJ.
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MBSJ PBT pertama di Selangor

lancar 'WhatsApp Biz’

Oleh MOHD AZLIM ZAINURY ( Follow )
26 April 2024 12:59pm  Masa membaca: 4 minit

fIv]©

Mohd Fauzi (tiga kirl) melancarkan pelancaran "Whatsapp Biz MBS pada Maijlis Sambutan Alditfitri MBS di sini
pada Khamis.

e acy LT

B! E‘
03-80263100

g

MBS o il 1 (PBT) pertama di Selangor ys A fhatsapp Biz MBS.)

Terdahulu, Datuk Bandar Subang Jaya, Datuk Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim
melancarkan pelancaran "Whatsapp Biz MBSJ' pada Majlis Sambutan Aidilfitri
MBSJ di sini pada Khamis.

Dalam pada itu, kenyataan itu menambah, WhatsApp Biz MBSJ juga telah
mendapat pengesahan dari pihak Meta di mana keselamatan serta privasi data
pengguna adalah terjamin.

“Para pengguna boleh menggunakan perkhidmatan ini melalui nombor 03
80263100 pada bila bila masa dalam tempoh 24 jam.

"MBSJ yakin melalui perkhidmatan WhatsApp Biz MBSJ akan membantu
meningkatkan kualiti penyampaian perkhidmatan kepada komuniti bandar raya
sekali gusbmemberikan impak positif kepada pengguna dari segi masa, tenaga,
kewangan dan alam sekitar," kata kenyataan itu.

SUBANG JAYA - Majlis Bandaraya Subang Jaya (MBSJ) menjadi pihak berkuasa
tempatan (PBT) pertama di Selangor yang melaksanakan Whatsapp Biz MBS..

MBSJ dalam satu kenyataan memaklumkan, kemudahan tersebut menyediakan
platform interaktif komunikasi secara langsung antara MBS. dan komuniti bandar
raya.

"Pelaksanaan 'WhatsApp Biz MBSJ' merupakan perkhidmatan saluran pemudah
cara kepada pelanggan untuk membuat semakan dan pertanyaan berkaitan
dengan enam perkhidmatan utama.

"Perkhidmatan merangkumi cukai taksiran MBSJ, kompaun trafik MBSJ, lesen
pemiagaan dan permit berniaga, permit bangunan, saluran bayaran serta
pembersihan iaitu makluman sisa pepejal dan pembersihan awam termasuk
makluman pengurusan sisa kitar semula, sisa restoran dan industri," kata
kenyataan itu pada Jumaat.

SINAR HARIAN ONLINE
TARIKH: 29 APRIL 2024
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WHATSAPP BIZ MBSJ Launched to
Provide Fast and Accurate Info

Bv Teoh - Aoril 25. 2024

SUBANG Jaya residents and business owners can now make enquiries “live” with the launch

1 W

of the Subang Jaya City Council’s "Whatsapp Biz MBS]".

The new interactive communications platform was launch by MBSJ mayor Datuk Mohd Fauzi

Mohd Yatim at the council’s Hari Raya Open House recently,

The launch of the round-the-clock (24hrs) platform makes MBS) the first local authority in

Selangor to adopt this approach to help residents conduct checks and enquiries on six

primary services.

The primary services included in the platform are MBS Bill
Assessment; MBS] Traffic Compounds; License and
Permits; Building Permits; Payment Channels and Public
Cleaning Management Services (which include solid waste
" Vil ‘:Z” and general cleaning; and information on management of
03-80263100 recycled materials, restaurant and industrial waste).

w;gllszs ﬂM’ The privacy and security of Whatsapp Biz MBSJ users is

assured and has received confirmation from META. Users

can utilize this service via 03-8026 3100 anytime.

[ Y- LT 1 L]
e

In the statement, MBS]J said it hoped to further improve its
services to the community via Whatsapp Biz MBSJ.

Give it a try at 03-8026 3100 and let us know what you think of this new service introduced
by MBSJ.

SJ ECHO ONLINE
TARIKH: 29 APRIL 2024
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SELAMAT DATANG KE -

WHATSAPP MBSJ. DENGAN

MENERUSKAN PERBUALAN INI,

ANDA BERSETU.JU DENGAN

TERMA DAN SYARAT SERTA

NOTIS PRIVASI KAMI o

https:/www.mbsj.gov.my/ms
/terma-syarat
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/dasar-keselamatan
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Citycism

ANIMAL lovers were outraged
recenél{ over Shah Alam City
Council’s (MBSA) planned big-
scale elimination of stray dogs.

Media reports had quoted a
notice from the city council
about an exercise to catch and
kill 500 strays over three days in
Setia Alam.

It also offered a RM30 reward
for each dog caught with the
help of volunteers.

However, MBSA councillor
Simon Siow. suhsetﬂ.lemly said
the city council hai
of killing the strays.

He clarified that the proce-
dure was to catch the strays and
if the animals were unclaimed
after seven days, they would be
sent to animal welfare organisa-
tions.

Tengku Permaisuri Selangor
Tengku Permaisuri Norashikin,
in a statement on the Selangor
Royal Office Facebook page, had
objected to MBSA's plan and
expressed her sadness on the
matter.

The operation was then
postponed indefinitely by Shah
Alarh mayor Datuk Cheremi
Tarman.

The whole matter has since
died down, yet I cannot help but
wonder why local authorities
are not getting to the root of the
problem.

How about gradually catching
the strays in different areas
every month, neutering them
before releasing them to where
they were caught?

1f MBSA is successful in reduc-
ing the stray population as a
result, other councils can follow
suit.

A forum on stray dog manage-
ment held last year revealed
that some of these animals are

no intention

Ponder pup-friendly
ways to manage strays

Local authorities should conS|der carrying out spay, neuter programmes
penodlcally instead of taklng Iethai measures to control populatson

used to guard construction sites.

Once a development is com-
plete, the dogs are left to fend
for themselves.

Local councils should louk into.
creating or m g exi:
regulations to include req'tﬂring
these dogs to be spayed or
neutered by their owners.

Additionally, backyard
breeders must be regulated
to minimise instances of
inbreeding.

Inbred dogs with genetic
defects are abandoned because
of the high medical cost to take

care of them.

These unethical breeders
should be taken to task.

- There should be no compro-
lrusé when it comes to dogs that
are a danger to others as well.

In this respect, the authorities
must be allowed to do their job.

- Having said that, it should
again be within reason and the
authorities must not resort to
lethal measures where possible.

There should be compassion
‘and a sustainable solution when
dealing with strays.

The authorities should not

Local
authorities
should use

% humane ways
= toreduce the
number of
strays.

waste anymore time and should  together to carry out a mass
start neutering slny animals neutering of stray animals once
~ immediately. a month, we will be able to

Alllocal councils must goall -~ reduce the stray population.
out to make use of every The authorities must also
available resource, work with work with those feeding strays
Veterinary Services departments  and have guidelines in place.
and rope in veterinary interns if These feeders should be
needed, as well as private encuumiied to take on the
animal clinics and relevant responsibility of spaying and
‘bodies to make the programme neutering the animals too.
effective. - We need a long-term solution

“The country has a Veterinary  and this neutering programme
Services Department with many  is by far our best shot at
vets under its payroll humanely controlling the 5"-@‘,‘1'

1f all departments can work population.
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By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

FIFTY underprivileged pupils from two
primary schools in Petaling Jaya,
Selangor received certificates for com- -
pleting an information technology (IT)
and soft skills programme.

The Lifelong-Learning IT (LIT) and
Lifelong-Learning IT Soft Skills (LITS)
programme was organised by Petaling
Jaya Learning City under Petaling Jaya
City Council (MBP]).

Held from May to November last year,
it aimed te provide access to quality edu-
cation on IT for underprivileged students.

Certificate recipients comprised Year
Five and Six pupils from SK Bukit Lanjan
and SK Lembah Subang. =

Through 18 sessions, they learnt the
basics of how to use Microsoft Office soft-
ware, knowledge that is expected to be
useful for school and even after complet-
ing their education.

In his speech, MBP] deputy secretary
(management) Mohd Fauzi Maarop said
the LIT programme offered training to
schoolchildren from the B40 group,
including Orang Asli pupils, to use
Microsoft Office programmes.

“Modules for the programine are
designed in accordance with current
needs and pupils have learned the fun-
damentals of how to use Microsoft soft-
ware,” he said at the certificate pres-
entation ceremony at Dewan Sivik
MBE].

On June 7, 2018, Petaling Jaya was
accepted as a member of the Unesco
Global Network of Learning Cities
(GNLC), making it the first and only
Malaysian city to be acknowledged as a
Learning City by the United Nations agen-

cy.

Meanwhile, MBPJ's information
technology unit had been offering
training in computer repair as part of
the LITS programme since 2021,

MBPJ equips_ 50 pupirls Q

with lifelong knowledge

City council's IT programmes offer training in software,

tech repair to kids

Mohd Fauzi (left) with participants of the city c';ouncil's T pfogrammes in Petaling Jaya. — LOW BOON TAT/The Star

Mohd Fauzi said.

He added that this programme was
intended to give trainees exposure to cen-
tral processing unit (CPU) component
installation. ?

“Last year, 30 students from the B40
group participated in 10 computer main-

from B40, Orang Asli

“

F

tenance and repair sessions.

“The programme involved Form Four
and Form Five students from two schools,
SMK Taman Medan and SMK Taman
Dato’ Harun.”

At the certificate ceremony, Mohd Fauzi
and PJ Learning City secretariat head

s fay s ‘a)‘

communities

] 4 & b ,

Samsul Bahari Nonchi'also presented
computer donations to SMK Taman

Medan and SMK Taman Dato' Harun.
-+ “On behalf of MBPJ, I hope this contri-

hution will meet the needs of teaching
and learning activities at both schools,”
said Fauzi.
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Land around Bohol flood retention pond has been earmarked for a housing project. — Photos: YAP CHEE HONG/The Star
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Bohol pond in peril agam E
with new development plan

Stakeholders worried over tender notice on KL Iand offlce website

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com.my

KUALA Lumpur’s second-largest
flood retention pond is once
again under threat as new devel-
opment plans emerge for the

T]us comes nearly a year after

the Federal Government stopped -

a similar proposal by the previ-

ous administration to allocate the

land to a private developer.

Concerns have resurfaced fol-
lowing a recent tender notice by
Federal Territories of Kuala
Lumpur Lands and Mines Office
(PTGWP), which called for bids to
design and upgrade the 63.45ha
Bohol flood retention pond in
Seputeh for alienation under
Section 76 of the National Land
Code (Act 828).

PTGWP published the tender
notice on its website, inviting:
companies to submit bids for the
project to facilitate construction
of a massive housing project.

Six plots of land totalling
10.85ha are being alienated on
Lot 102996 for a development
project.

An accompanying map shows
the plots to be alienated for hous-
ing projects, namely Plot 1
(Rumawip), Plot 2 (residential
condo), Plot 3 (residential condo),
Plot 4 (Rumawip), Plot 5 (residen-
tial condo) and Plot 6 (Madani
housing) (see graphic).

“What this means is that the
government wants to develop.
the flood retention pond for a
housing project and is calling for
developers to submit a tender for
the project.

“The successful developer
must ensure that certain condi-

=

Taman Kinrara Batu 7% and Kinrara Court surroundings, cldse to  Bohol flood relemion pond has been
Bohol pond, flooded on March 7, 2022. — Filepic

tions are fulfilled, which involves

re-aligning Sungai Kuyuh, which
flows into the pond,” said a
source from Kuala Lumpur City
Hall (DBKL).

The tender opened on Jan 26
and closed on Feb 16,

A document on the website
outlined requirements for tender
submission, including the need
to be a registered company and
to submit four copies of the pro-
posal document.

The tender notice along with
the map has caused unease
among stakeholders.

‘When contacted, Seputeh MP
Teresa Kok said, “I am also in the
dark over this project.

“T have told DBKL many fimes
to keep me informed ahout any
new projects coming up in
Seputeh.

“This is news to me; Fwill not

This area has seen floods in the
past few years, with the last
inundation occurring in March
2022,

StarMetro reached out to the
Drainage and Irrigation
Department (DID) for comments
on the project, but its spokesper-

shrinking for decades.

support any project on flood son neither confirmed nor
retention pond land, especially denied the project, merely stating
one that is already a flood hot- that Bohol pond came under the
spot.” ~ purview of the Federal

Equally surprised by the news  Territories Department and was
was Kinrara assemblyman Ng maintained by DBKL.
Sze Han, who said he was not “Hence, any queries in relation

~ aware of it. to government land, please check

“Bohol pond should function with PTGWE?” the spokesperson
as nriginagl‘; intended, as a reten-  said in an email statement.
tion pond,” he said. Meanwhile, a DID officer who

The Bohol flood retention spoke on condition of anonymity
pond, while located in Kuala said, “It's already out there, pub-
TLumpur, borders Kinrara town-  lished on the PTGWP website.
ship in Selangor and Shah Alam “We were not told about this
Expressway (Kesas). decision, so it surprised everyone

here, especially since we opposed
it the first time.”

The PTGWP director, when
contacted, declined to comment
on the issue.

In an August 2022 letter, Kuala
Lumpur DID had opposed devel-
opment on the land as the pond

- —



Bohel flood retention pond

StarMetro's article on May 15, 2023,

~ “As such, Lot 102995 still

~ remains as government land and

assessment report for the pro]act.
said Bohol pond’s capacity was
not large enough for excess

rain ¥

Accurdmgtn documents
sighted, PTGWP gave cnntﬂiiunal
approval |

Serl Anwar Ibrahim’s political
crefary Datuk Azman Abidin:
stated that a decision to cancel
the alienation had been made
after a meeting with various gov-
ernment agencies.
The developers had also failed

not been transferred foany.
individual or companies.
‘Nik Nazmi'said approval in
principle was to allow a compre-
“hensive study or analysis based

« THE STAR
“ 129 AR

Tal'ikh . .ton.co--no-o--lo.al&vo!aact

Tequi i
lot remain as a river reserve and
retention pond so that the area
‘as a whole would maintain the

design requirements of Bohol
pond with a storage volume of
1.28 millign cubic metres.

At press time, neither Azman
nor Nik Nazmi has responded to
calls for comments.
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Astepin pension reform -

of the

Employees Provident Fund’s
(EPF) members' accounts with
the introduction of account 3
(Akaun Fleksibel) is a middle
ground approach between meet-
ing the contributors’ short-term
needs and long-term financial
Security.

The hgg:ltlvte mmps
greater of ad
Malaysia's social security cover- -
age gap, which is still wide
among Malaysia’s workforce.

However, there is a high likeli-

hoodot‘memhe:smsldngfu]lnr .‘ det

continuous withdrawals from
Akaun Fleksibel, resulting in a
zero balance and ultimately
reducing their savings for retire-
ment.

To minimise this risk, contribu-
tors should be made aware of the
consequences of the withdrawals
on their long-term savings,
including missing out on the
compounding effect. The coming
months will be crucial in evaluat-
ing the impact of the accounts
restructuring on attracting new
members, reallocation of savings
and withdrawal patterns,

In light of Malaysia's mpidly
ageing population and serious
old age income insecurity, this
irlitiative can be seen as a step.
towards a broader reform of the
retirement ecosystem.

It is time to review the EPF's
existing withdrawal age policies
considering that some were

For exa.mp!e, the full with-
drawal age at 55 years was set in
1952 when life 1cy was
54.2 years. Our cy
‘has now increased to 75 years.
This means that retirement sav-
ings need to be adequate to sus-
tain life for at least 20 years after
the full withdrawal

Khazanah Resgj&rch h:;gmte,s
(KRI) analysis indicates that
extending the contribution
period through a higher retire-
ment age is expected to have the
largest impact on EPF members'

5 1 y o
tancy was much lower.

Aicingst S

The tax-funded old age pension
scheme only covers civil service
retirees and selected poor elders
via the Bantuan Warga Emas
(Welfare Aid for Senior Citizens),

Funding these pensions is chal-

lenging, particularly with the
challenges associated with an

ulation.
ig_ﬁgggally, ‘while EPF is

meant to cover workers in the
private sector, many remain
unregistered, and among those
who do, many have savings that
are insufficient for a comfortable

(DC) scheme.
In this scheme, retirement

~ funds are saved collectively
 rather than individually, with
~everyone putting in a small
Aamount into a collective fund

- when they are wor] cer-
tain age, say 60 or 65, T%lBvaLl.n

can be dispersed to all the con-

- tributors as a pension until death
~ (an annuity).

The government plays an
important role in ensuring conti-

~ nuity of contribution even when
® we are unable to contribute, such
- as when suffering from illness or

disability, after being laid off
work or while taking time off to
take care of young children or
the elderly.

KRI's report titled “Building
Resilience: Towards Inclusive
Social Protection in Malaysia”,
unpacks the proposal with
several options on how to make
the scheme feasible. This might
entail earmarking or ring-fencing
a share of EPF contributions to
the collective fund.

Ultimately, Malaysia must seri-
ously consider moving towards a
model where we minimise our

savings, followed by progressive  retirement. Jindividual risks and maximise
dividends and progressive contri- We need to seriously explore our collective potential as we
butions. other financing options as old move towards an ageing society.

Beyond these, it is essential to age poverty is expected to be
emphasise that Malaysia’s multi- — higher in the future. One alterna- HAWATI ABDUL HAMID
tiered retirement ecosystem has  tive is a contributory pension and PUTERI MARJAN MEGAT
yet to fully achieve its intended within the EPF schemes, namely MUZAFAR
objectives and continues to grap-  a hybrid of a defined benefit (DB) Researchers
jple with coverage gaps, Lnade— plan and defined contribution Khazanah Research Institute
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BIG and complicated issues don’t
just appear overnight. These
issues compound a little at a time
and snowball into a large mess
that would take great effort, time,
and resources to resolve.

Thus, immediate solutions are
crucial in today’s fast-paced
world for addressing short-term
1SSUes.

For instance, accumulation of
debt until it is too much to han-
dle is likely to cripple a person’s
life - causing tremendous finan-
cial distress which hampers the
ahility to enjoy life and affect
overall well-being. This issue can
also affect a person’s retirement
plan, which in recent years has
become a growing concern.

The Employees Provident Fund
(EPF) has reported that most
Malaysians do not have enough
savings for their retirement, with
only 33% of active EPF members
having recorded basic savings of
RM240,000 as of last year.

According to EPF chief execu-
tive officer Ahmad Zulgarnain
Onn, the 33% represented 2.4
million members aged between
18 and 55 in the formal sector.

This was an improvement
from the 31% in 2021 and 30% in
2022 — which were due to with-
drawal facilities for EPF meim-
bers during Covid-19 lockdowns
— but still a plunge from 37%in
2020.

He also pointed out that 75% of
members who had retired and
taken out their savings in a lump
sum ran out of money within
five years.

Recognising these pressing
matters, EPF announced a
restructuring of its members'
accounts effective May 11, 2024
that seeks to enhance their
income security after retirement,
address members’ current life
cycle needs, while ensuring there
is a solution to their short-term
problems.

Ensuring sufficient retirement
funds

The account restructuring initi-
ative will see the EPF Account 1
being renamed as Akaun
Persaraan, Account 2 as Akaun
Sejahtera and the formation of
the new Account 3 or the Akaun
Fleksibel.

Akaun Persaraan will be for
the accumulation of savings that
will serve as income during
retirement. Akaun Sejahtera will
address life cycle needs that con-
tribute to wellbeing during
retirement.

The latest addition of Account
3 — Akaun Fleksibel - will pro-
vide flexibility for short-term
financial needs, wherehy savings
in this account can be withdrawn
at any time according to mem-
bers’ needs.

According to news reports,
industry experts have landed
EPF's move, saying thatitis a
“win-win proposition” that
waould help contributing mem-
bers resolve short-term problems
or emergencies that may arise.

Bank Muamalat Malaysia
Berhad Economics and Social
Finance head Dr Mohd
Afzanizam Abdul Rashid said
EPF has mapped out a perfect
distribution since Account 1 or
the Akaun Persaraan still repre-
sents the largest proportion in
the account hierarchy of its
members.

“This means more than two-
thirds of EPF savings in Account
3 will give a lot of space to con-

SAFEGUARDING
LONG-TERM WELLBEING

EPF's Account Restructuring Initiative aims to enhance its members’ retirement fund

Star

tributors to use their savings for
whatever purpose OT emergen-
cy,” said Mohd Afzanizam.

Meanwhile, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia’s Institute
of Malaysia and International
Studies research fellow
Muhammed Abdul Khalid hailed
EPF's introduction of a third
account as a “win-win proposi-
tion”, saying it will allow contrib-
utors flexibility in accessing their
funds and improving their retire-
ment savings.

Noting that the allocation of
funds under the new account
structure strikes a “reasonable
balance”, Muhammed said: “This
strategy represents a middle
ground, and shouldn’t come as a
surprise.

“Once we opened the door for
members to tap into their retire-
ment savings as we did in 2020
and 2021, the demand for further
withdrawals became almost
inevitable.”

Muhammed added that
Account 3 was a “less damaging
solution” to the needs of mem-
bers g access to cash.

Pointing out that EPF’s Account
Restructuring initiative is to
empower members in making
decisions to balance future needs
for retirement between short,
medium and long-term financial
needs, Ahmad Zulgarnain said:
“This initiative will also help
increase members’ retirement
savirigs so that they will have suf-
ficient retirement income (o sus-
tain their needs after retire-
ment.”

He added that this initiative is
not just EPF's response to current
needs, but also a proactive step
to help members facing the
changing job landscape.

“With these enhancements,
EPF strives to ensure that every
member can manage finances
with confidence and resilience in
this dynamic and challenging

EPP’s |atest addition of Account 3 (Akaun Fleksibel) will provide flexibility for short-term financial needs.
Savings in this account can be wﬂhdrawn at any time according to members’ needs. — AZHAR MAHFOFfThe

ermmnmem, said Ahmad
Zulgarnain. -
However, members are

. advised to exercise self-control

when making withdrawals.

Is it mandatory?

EPF's account restructuring
announcement was met with
mixed reactions.

At the.time of writing, an on-go-
ing poll titled “Will you opt in to
transfer funds to your EPF
Account 32" by Star Media Group
saw a total of 6,677 votes cast
with 44.03% (2,951 votes) of yes,
44.47% (2,981 votes) of no,
10.47% (702 votes) being unde-
cided, and 1.03% (69 votes) of
‘other’ reasons.

And to answer the question, no,
it is not mandatory for EPF mem-
bers to utilise Account 3.

EPF is giving members a one-
time only option to transfer part
of the savings balance in their
Akaun Sejahtera (previously
Account 2) as an initial amount to

~ the new Akaun Fleksibel.

This offer is only valid from
May 11, 2024 till August 31, 2024.
Itis impurrant to note that the
opt-in cannot be cancelled.

Mechanics wise, the introduc-
tion of Account 3 for anytime
withdrawals means EPF members
can choose to take out up to a
third of the balance in their exist-
ing Akaun Sejahtera (Account 2).

‘On May 11, 2024, all EPF mem-
bers (including contributing
members who are non-Malay-
sians) under the age of 55 will
have their accounts restructured
into Akaun Persaraan (Account 1),
Akaun Sejahtera (Account 2), and
Akaun Fleksibel (Account 3).

Balances in Account 1 and
Account 2 will remain in the
Akaun Persaraan and Akaun
Sejahtera respectively, while
Akaun Fleksibel will start with a
zero balance.

All contributions after this date
will be allocated into the new
accounts based on the following
breakdown:

- 75% info Akaun Persaraan

~15% into Akaun Sejahtera

- 10% into Akaun Fleksibel

Between May 11, 2024 and
August 31, 2024, members will
have a one-time only option to
transfer part of the savings bal-
ance in their Akaun Sejahtera
(previously Account 2) as an ini-
tial amount to Akaun Fleksibel.

If the member chooses not to
opt-in for an initial amount, no
transfer will be made and the
existing balance will remain in
the Akaun Sejahtera.

The Akaun Fleksibel will start
with new contributions that
would be credited into the mem-
ber’s account after the implemen-
tation date.

1f the member opts in for an
initial amount, the transfer of the
initial amount to Akaun Fleksibel
and other accounts (if applicable)
is based on the balance of the
member’s Akaun Sejahtera on the
date the opt-in applicationis
made.

The transfer method is accord-
ing to the following breakdown:
>Balance in Akaun Sejahtera of
RM3,000 and above:

- Ten out of thirty (10/30) of the
balance in the Akaun Sejahtera
will be transferred to the Akaun
Fleksibel;

- Five out of thirty (5/30) of the
balance in the Akaun Sejahtera
will be transferred to Akaun
Persaraan;

- Fifteen out of thirty (15/30)
will be retained in the Akaun
Sejahtera.
>Balance in the Akaun Sejahtera
below RM3,000:

- For Akaun Sejahtera with a
balance of RM1,000 and below, all
amounts will be transferred to
Akaun Fleksibel;

- Akaun Sejahtera with a bal-

9"‘%\»\

ance of more than RM1,000 and
less than RM3,000, only RM1,00(
will be transferred to the Akaun
Fleksibel, while the remainder
will be retained in the Akaun
Sejahtera;

- No distribution will be made
to the Akaun Persaraan if the sa
ings balance falls below RM3,00

Withdrawals made simple

EPF says its members can ma
withdrawals from the Akaun
Fleksibel at any time for any pu
pose. However, the minimum
withdrawal amount stands at
RMS50. Applications for withdra)
als from the Akaun Fleksibel cal
be made online through KWSP
i-Akaun or at any EPF branches
nationwide.

Members who have yet to reg
ter with KWSP i-Akaun are
encouraged to do so in order fo
smooth withdrawal transaction:
to be made.

Meanwhile, there are no chat
es to current practices for Akaw

- 55 and Akaun Emas. All savings

accrued in the Akaun Persaraar
Akaun Sejahtera and Akaun
Fleksibel by members who havi
reached age 55 will be merged
into Akaun 55, while new contr
butions received by members
from the age of 55 will be credit
into their Akaun Emas.

In summary, the account
restructuring seeks to:

- Increase savings adequacy t
increase retirement income sec
rity for members;

- Align short, medium and lor
term requirements with mem-
bers life cycle and lifespan;

- Develop EPF schemes that fi
tor in the evolving employment
landscape, demographic shifts,
and members' present and futu
needs;

- Address short-term financia
needs that may affect mgibers
wellbeing during retirement.

Ahmad Zulgarnain noted tha
the initiative is not just EPF's
response to current needs, but i
proactive step to help members
facing the changing job landsca
and demographics of the popul
tion as well as the life cycle nee
of EPF members.

“With these enhancements, t!
EPF strives to ensure that every
EPF member can manage their
finances with confidence and
resilience in this dynamic and
challenging environment.”

He added that EPF has place
enough safegunrds in place to
ensure members’ long-term we
being is not compromised, and
conscientious of the needs of it:
members.

Download the KWSP i-Akaw
mobile app, or visit any EPF
branches nationwide for detail

[l e
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Initiative.
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Bumi Kita

Selangor plashc use s' ||I hlgh desplte gréen efforts

by not just mmpaigning in
-snimols, but also engage the

By FAZLEENA AZIZ
'fazleena@thesiar com.my
PETALING JAYA: Despite calls to
action such as the ost-daily

“no plastic day” and imposing.

c.harges for single-use bags in
shops, Selangor still records a
high usage of plastics, says Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari.

The Selangor Mentri Besar said

that plastic usage remains preva-

lent not only in rural areas but
a]so in urban settings.
 “We need to intensify our

aﬁurts to avoid repeating what
we've been doing for the past

exght] yttaiars da‘;qs'm i;um like
‘no plastic an for
plastic bags.

“People have a sense awara-
ness when it comes

their own bags, but we alsa hﬂve-

ta increase awareness and imple-

menting additional measures.
such as rainwater harvesting and

"Th:!swﬂlbe discussedﬁmher- :

with the relevant state excos.

'Wewﬂla]souseﬁmfgsﬁ'om'

- recycled plastics sal

gigns and to enhan J:ewa
r recycling efforts,
"We have to step up ourstrate—

eneration,” he said.

‘younger
Amirudin was speaking after

 launching the Bumi Kita Festival
and Selangor Earth Day 2024 at

Tasik Bandaran in SS7 Kelana
Jaya, here, yesterday.

Alsopresentwe:ePetahng] aya .

muyorMohmnndZalu‘lSammgon,

state public health and environ- .

~ ment exco Jamaliah Jamaluddin,

- state Islamic affairs and cultural

- innovation exco Dr Mohammad
‘fﬁhnﬁNgahandnuBundKita-

Association chairman Mndeline

g Chongl{nh Yee.

He added that it was unpunant

o nurture a generation that was
 less reliant on plastics due to their

detrimental long-term effects on
the environment. ;
On the continuous use of:

“hanned polystyrene containers in

the state, he said the issue now
was to find an alternative and
cost-effective solution for these
containers.

Amording to Mohamad Zahri, a
total of 4,227.9 tonnes of waste
A8 sLsly i

t year in Pe Ji
mg-nm the same amount, he g.i;i
761.6 tonnes were plastic waste.
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Al content

must not

P
7\\‘1

cross the line

Concerns over the tech
being misused in by-electtons

By ZAKIAH KOYA
zakiah@thestancom.my

PETALING JAYA: Advanced
chatbots and apps have made it
easier for even the most novice of
content creators to generate elec-
tion campaign materials, but this
has also caused concerns of artifi-
cialdintel]jgence (AD) being mis-
used.

Some content creators claim
that the toxic and defamatory
Al-generated content during elec-
tion campaigns is usually not
party-endorsed but made volun-
tarily by party “vigilantes”,

Content creator Ramli Ali said
even before ChatGPT became
popular, he had been using Al to
assist him in creating visuals of
politicians.

“For political campaigning, Al
content can be generated easily.
All you have to do is request
whatever you want from the app.

“Then, you just have to add fin-
ishing touches to the images and
your watermark to make it yours.

“Al-generated content is legal.
The question is whether the con-
tent is ethical or morally accept-

able to all parties.
“Election campaigns can be
very vicious, with personal

attacks and defamatory remarks.

‘We content creators have to. be' o
careful to ensure that we do not

cross the line.

“Professional content creators

know the moral lines not to be
crossed,” said Ramli, adding that
most content creators using
Al-generated content work in the
shadows.

(While Al-generated content is
still legal, there are many lawsuits
going on in the United States and
Europe, filed by creators who say.
their co ited works were
used without their permission to
“train” Al tools).

Another content creator, who
wanted to be known only as Tan,
said creators have to be quick but
creative to make sure their con-
tent is effective during election
campaigns. )

“Time is short during by-elec-
tions. The defensive content is
what we have to come up with
instantly. There is no time to
waste, or the rival will have the
upper hand,” he said.

Tan said the “cheap and defam-
atory ones” are not done by con-
tent creators but by Sup-
porters who get ahead of them-
selves and do not follow any
guidelines. -

While AI content is being used
to vie for voter attention, political

It's how fnst get it oul: Content creators have to be quick and creative In order for thelr content to be
effective durlng election campaigns. — ART CHEN/The Star

“party leaders in charge of social

media campaigning for the Kuala
Kubu Baharu by-election said
content creators cannot do as
they please. A

PKR “information chief I»'ahml
Fadzil, whoisalso Communications
Minister, said he will not hesitate
tuuadcthewﬂﬂpnnﬂmsewhn
misuse Al to propagate hate.

“There are many scams which
mislead the people, apart from
those posts that defame and
spread lies,” he said.

He added that the Malaysian
Communications and Multimedia
Commission has been directed to
take action against these.

Umno supreme council mem-
ber Datuk Seri Ahmad Maslan
said the party has a special team
of lawyers monitoring content
posted by its rivals, including par-
ties in the government, during
camj nl,it_‘nlng
“\rsg ave a team headed by
information chief Datuk Seri
Azalina Othman,” he said when

contacted, referring to the
Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department (Law and Institu-
tional Reforms).

An Umno official, speaking on
condtﬁ;n of ﬁggymnﬁm thsglcl the
party has ES L any
materials used in attacking rivals
must not be unethical or breach
the law.

DAP national publicity secre-
tary Teo Nie Ching had also said
that she believes there will be
more fake accounts impersonat-
ing party candidates or leaders to
spread dlsmfontxrnon :lnd l&te

ch during the Kuala Kubu
Earu by-election.

“Pang Sock Tao's candidacy was
announced on Wednesday.
Yesterday, someone used her
photos to create a fake account on
Facebook,” she said.

Teo,whois also Deputy Commu-
nications Minister, said with the
help of AT, generating content has
become easy.

Selangor PAS information chief

Zurk Ahmad said the party is very
careful with what its content
creators post on social media as it
has many political enemies.

“Among the guidelines given to
content creators are that all con-
i

es, uphold people’s priori-
ges, agd hepbasetf nr{J faml.?-., not
perceptions.

“PAS uses Al on a small scale to
assist our campaigners and party
volunteers to speed up their pro-
duction.

“Overall, PAS uses more ‘human
intelligence’, using big data analy-
sis and data engineering that is
geared towards information. PAS
has a specific workforce for each
task,” he added.

Zurk said the party also con-
stantly monitors all social media
platforms on any issue that has to
do with PAS.

“We have a legal team that is
always prepared to take action
should there be political exagger-
ation,” he said.
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MB.nafif-riqmah terbuka langgar a,kta

HULU SELANGOR - Penganjuran
Rumah Terbuka Aidilfitri Peringkat
Negeri Selangor yang diadakan pada
- malam Sabtu di pekan Kuala Kubu
Bharu di sini tidak gar Akta
Kesalahan Pilihan Raya 1954,
: Menteri Besar Selangor, Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari berkata, ini ke-
rana tiada sebarang unsur kempen
dibuat ketika maijlis tersebut.

'Km telah atur labch kurang se-
bulan lalu atau lebih khusus pada
awal Ramadan lepas untuk me-
netapkan tarikh hari raya dan mailis
jamuan ini.

“Ini bul kempen
poliﬂktatapi (progmm) kerajaan
| program ini juga.

"Teiapi kalau da;‘lr?mtgm

m!ﬂg pa-
kai bﬂu (ada unsur parti) saya tidak
boleh halang atau suruh tukar ba,lu.

katanya kepada pemberﬂa salepas
selesai majlis berkenaan.

Beliau berkata demikian ketika
dnminta mengulas dakwaan
Gabungan Pilihan Raya Bersih dan
Adil (Bersih) bahawa penganijuran

rumah terbuka jtu bercanggah de-

banyakperunmkandalammcta
Kasa}ahan Pilihan Raya 1954.

Bersih dalam masa sama

mempersoa]kan lokasi dan masa

penganjuran rumah terbuka ini ke-

rana ia dianjurkan di kawasan dan
ketika Pilihan Raya Kecil (PRK)
Dewan Undangan Negen (DUN)

* Kuala Kubu

berlangsung.
sgmentam itu, ditanya punca

pembatalan acara penyampalan
suml yang sepatutnya
dladakan dé”lam majlis tersebut,

irudin: , tindakan dibuat
-atasnasmatpexbaga.pmak B EE

P
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gaji ‘baharu; yan aka=

“manfaat kepada selunjh
kakltanga_r}q kerajaan

panambahbal.kan struklur
gaii baharu penjawat awarm 1akan
mambed manfaat kepada salm-uh kakl-

angumuman Pendana Menten.‘
Dhtuk Seri Anwarftbrahlm me-

gan kerajaan
Ram—ratdpen]awatawam bemsa ter-
uja dengan apayang akan dikhabarkan
dan berharap ia dapat. membantu me-

ringankan beban kos sara hidup yang

ditanggung mereka.

‘Guru, Faznin Abdul Aziz, 40, barkata
ia suatu berita yang sangat dinanti-
nantikan penjawat awam dan dianggap

tepat pada masanya untuk mereka me-
nikmati pelaksanaan skim pelarasan gaji.
“Saya sangat teruja menunggu pend-
umuman kerajaan ini. Semoga terlaksana
kerana sebelum ini kajian agak lama di
mana kali terakhir disemak pada 2012
jaitu lebih 10 tahun lalu.

“Kami hanya merasal'kenaikan gsJi
tahunan mengikut kepada gred jawatan,
namun sudah lama ia' udak dibuat pe-

. dinaikkan, mse!wllgusakannﬂnl
kyat.

Sementara

Zakaria, 40, melahlﬂcan rasa bimbang
menungau pangumuman Pardana
Menteri, 1 Meiini.

Katanya, apabila gaji pen]awal awam

kan kos sara hlﬁup

“Risau pula‘saya dengan peng-
umuman kenaikan (jika ada), apabila kos
sara hidup menmgkat‘ ia akan mem-
bebankan semua golongan termasuk

Tarikh:

. kehidupan kami sekeluarga dalam eko-
Ii nomi yang semakin mencabarini.

* jauh tercicir jika dibandingkan swasta,
|ebih-lebih lagi untuk anggota pelaksana

keputusan penambahbaikan struktur gaji
'~ bahanJ penjawat awam akan diumum-
* kan pada perhimpunan Hari Pekerja; 1
ngkat-

*'Kajian Sistem Saraan Perkhidmatan

ad Mu

man ftu nanti manjadl razeki

buat diri yang bakal ‘me-

nimang cahaya mata tidak lama lagi.
“Moga penambahbalkan struktur gaji

awam dapat membantu’

“Tangga gaji panjawal awam juga

dalam ka!dtangan ‘kerajaan,” ujarnya.
‘Sebelum ini, Anwar memakiumkan

‘Mei ini.

\a termasuk komitmen kerajaan untuk
'meningkatkan kadar pendapatan bersih
penjawat awam yang dibuat melalui

Awam (SSPA).
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20 SYARIKAT TERBESAR KAUNTER YANG AKAN MENDAPAT PERHATIAN
MINGGU LALU ; KERANA PEMBAYARAN DIVIDEN
Kaurter | e ||| Svankat Dividen Exdate | Lodgementdate | Paymentdate
MAYBANKEHD 979 18135 | PETRONASGAS 1802 35657 UTPOT 70 senjsaham 26ApI2024 | 29 Apnl2024 14 Mel 2024
PUBLIC BANK BHD 421 8179 | MISCBERHAD 789 35219 UTPDT 40 seryfsatiom 26Apil2024 | 29 Apnl2024 14 Mei 2024
o e corzs | ol gaT a8 S e WILLOW 15 senjsaham 15 April 2024 16 April 2024 20 Mei 2024
AR AD S pe e S nh UEMS 075 senfsaham’ | 29 April2024 30 Aprl 2024 24 Mei 2024
RENsAl IOl J12 ; Darey ; ‘ MALAKOFF 450senjssham | 29 April 2024 30 Apiil 2024 29 Mei 2024
IHH HEALTHCARE £ 55220 | NESTLE (M)BHD 172 i MRCB 1senfsaham 30 April 2024 02 Mei 2024 20 Mel 2024
PETRONAS CHEML 687 54960 | MAXISBERHAD 358 28039 CPETECH 15 senjsaham. [ 30 April2024 02 Mei 2024 20 Mel 2024
CELCOMDIG! 418 49038 10l CORP BHD 405 25455 ASIAFLE 35 senfsaham 30 April 2024 02 Mei 2024 23 Mei 2024
¢ i PIRANS 00075 senfssham | 02 Mel 2024 03 Mei 2024 21 Mei 2024
PRESSMETAL s R R 2 ool SNS 025sen/saham | 02 Mei 2024 03 Mei 2024 20 Mei2024
HONGLEDPG R 3 AUBCH BALATASHDURERD 0 2250 | oRNA 20 sen/saham 02 Mei 2024 03 Mei 2024 20 Mel 2024
YTLPOWER 442 36101 | |RHBBANKBHD 55 - B55 IDEAL 20 sen/satiam 02 Mei 2024 03 Mei 2024 31 Mei 2024
J-al / %

DIJANGKA STAIIL TAHUN INI

Oleh ZAKKINA WATI
AHMAD TARMIZI
zakkina rannm@med_namwh commy

PETALING JAYA: Kenangan Re-
search menjangkakan harga
minyak mentah sebahagian be-
sarnya stabil dalam tahun ke-
wangan 2024.

Firma penyelidikan itu ber-
kata, pihaknya mengesahkan
semula ramalan harga min-
yak mentah tahun kewan-
gan 2024 Brent mereka pada
AS$84/setong (RM401.25). dan
memperkenalkan andaian har-
ga purata tahun kewangan
2025 sebanyak AS$79 setong
(RM377.37).

“Unjuran ini sejajar dengan
US Energy Information Ad-
ministration  (EIA) sebanyak
AS$87.0/84.8 (RM415.57 atau
RM405.7) setiap setong untuk
tahun kewangan 2024/2025,"
kata satu nota penyelidikan.

Jelasnya, analisis mereka
untuk tahun ini menjangkakan
penurunan dalam pertumbu-
han pengeluaran minyak men-
tah global kepada peningkatan
sebanyak 0.5 juta setong sehari
berbeza dengan peningkatan 1.8
juta setong sehari 2023.

“Disebabkan oleh kelem-
bapan ini kepada Pertubuhan
Negara-Negara Pengeksport
Petroleum dan sekutu (OPEC+)
dan melanjutkan pemotongan
pengeluarannya sehingga 2024
dan normalisasi dalam penge-
luaran pertumbuhan daripada
negara-negara bukan OPEC ber-
banding tahun sebelumnya.

“Bagi tahun kewangan 2025,
jangkaan kami terhadap tahun
ke tahun Brent yang sedikit
lebih rendah harga adalah ber-
dasarkan  kesimpulan jang-
kaan pemotongan pengeluaran
OPEC+ yang membawa kepada
kenaikan 0.7 juta sehari, di sam-

ping pertumbuhan pengeluaran

yang berterusan daripada sum-

ber bukan OPEG,” katanya.
Mengulas mengenai andaian

permintaan, firma itu mengang-
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“PENURUNAN YANG
DIJANGKAKAN

INI ADALAH
BERDASARKAN
UNJURAN BAHAWA
PASARAN MINYAK
MENTAH AKAN
MENGALAMILEBIHAN
SEBANYAK 0.5 JUTA
SETONG SETIAP HARI,
MEMPENGARUHI
PELARASAN
MENURUN DALAM
HARGA/

gap pertumbuhan permintaan
yang lebih rendah sebanyak
peningkatan 1.4 juta setong se-
hari pada tahun ini berbanding
peningkatan1.8 juta setong se-
hari pada 2023.

“Ta berdasarkan laporan pe-
nilaian impak alam sekitar (EIA)
dengan pertumbuhan yang
diketuai - oleh  negara-negara
Asia bukan OECD (India dan
China).

Source: EIA, Kenanga Research

Pmounsdﬂanmmmapﬂmmmbm
pada tahun ini

“Sementara itu, kami percaya
bahawa negara-negara OECD se-
cara amnya akan mencatatkan
pertumbuhan mendatar dalam
permintaan tahun ke tahun un-
tuk minyak mentah disebabkan
oleh cabaran ekonomi global.

“Oleh itu, ini akan menyebab-
kan harga minyak mentah Brent

‘yang lebih tinggi sedikit kerana

pengurangan bekalan ringan
sebanyak 0.1 juta setong sehari

adalah dijangka untuk 2024,
katanya.

Memandang - kepada 2025,
firma ity turut menjangkakan

sedikit kelembapan dalam harga

minyak mentah Brent, dengan
ramalan purata danpada AS$80

- (RM382 12) setong

“Penurunan yang dijangka-
kan ini adalah berdasarkan un-
juran bahawa pasaran minyak
mentah akan mengalami lebi-

han sebanyak 0.5 juta setong

setiap hari, mempengaruhi
pelarasan menurun dalam har-
ga,” katanya.

Dalam pada itu, Kenanga Re-
search berkata, Petronas berke-
mungkinan mencapai sasaran
perbelanjaan  modal  (capex)
RM60 bilion pada 2024.

“Kami menjangkakan capex
huluan Petronas untuk me-
neruskan trend menaik dalam
tahun kewangan 2024, den-
gan struktur kosnya magpu
menyokong harga minyak
mentah Brent serendah® AS$75
(RM358.27) setong,” katanya.

Firma itu mengunjurkan ba-
jet capex sekitar RM60 bilion
untuk tahun kewangan 2024,
dengan bahagian penting dikhu-
suskan untuk aktiviti peringkat
awal,

“Petronas mungkin mem-
beri tumpuan kecenderungan
dalam memberi tumpuan ke-
pada pengemaskinian platform
pengeluaran minyak yang su-
dahuzur di seluruh Malaysia.

“Komitmen untuk mencapai
sasaran capex tahunannya me-
nandakan melepasi dari ‘tem-
poh 2021 hingga 2023, di mana
perbelanjaan Petronas kurang
daripada paras RM60 bilion,”
katanya.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA
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Innovative means to process Al data -

S we navigate the
complexities of modem
artificial intelligence (AI) and

achine learning, the
environmental impact and
computational demands of data
centres are becoming increasingly
critical issues. .
Amid  these challenges, an
innovative approach to Al data

The computational = *
demands of modem Al
are escalating rapidly,
with  the

This technique avoids the need for
decompression before processing,
which  traditionally  consumes
significant amounts of power and
computational resources.

By enabling Al systems to operate
directly on compressed data, this
method significantly reduces the

energy consumption of data centres,
cutting down on carbon emissions and
helping meet sustainability goals.

This innovative delivers
multiple advantages beyond just

ENergy g
It drastically reduces the memory.

requirements for processing Al

workloads, a critical factor as the cost of

me&mdmnahmntlhemlﬂn_ged@of

) impact of AI, making it
a key component in the drive towards
greener technological solutions.

Th |

significant

various  nati
~ technological infrastructure while
e simultaneously managing energy

~ national policy.

s fmcuey lacts 5
| The global issue of Al's increasing

demand on electricity supplies is
particularly relevant to Malaysia as the

| continues to develop its

Rt PAT s ik ot

the risk of overwhelming the local
energy grid, especially as Malaysia
“pushes towards integrating more
renewable energy souurces as part ofits

mﬁ:InIAl ambitions:

~ The Science, Technology, and

Innovation

This initiative aims to create 900
startups and cultivate 13,000 new
talents by 2026,

Energy-efficient Al processing

could play a crucial role
in this sch

why energy-efficient Al processing
technologies are  particularly
relevant and crucial for Malaysia at

by providing a more
sustainable and scalable foundation
for these that the

burgeoning Al ecosystem in Malaysia

Brows in a manner that is both
technologically  advanced’ and
environmentally responsible.

Facilitating advanced research and
t:

development:

Technology Innovation Park Malaysia
(MRANTI) focuses on fostering
innovation and commercialisation of
research.

By Integrating advanced, energy-
efficient Al technol MRANTI can
enhance its support for Al research
and development, particularly in areas
that require extensive data processing
and computational power, such as
autonomous driving and Al hardware
development.

Encouraging sustainable economic
rrowth:

Malaysia's broader economic strategies
include significant investments in
digital infrastructure and sustainability.
Energy-efficient Al technologies
align well with these strategies by
more sustainable growth in
the tech sector, reducing operational
costs, and lessening the environmental
impact of digital expansion.

Strengthening international

competitiveness:
As global attention increasingly
focuses on the environmental impact
of technological advancements,
Malaysia's commitment to sustainable
Al development can enhance its
attractiveness as a destination for
intemnational technology investments.
Thisis particularly important as the
country aims to become a regional
leader in AL

DrRols Hussinis the CEO of T
Pork Malaysia
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New rules to benefit workers

Safety first for all: Sim (front centre) with

Malaysian workers at the World Occupational Safety Health Day 2024 event at Cyberjaya yesterday. —

TR

Amended law on _WOrkaace'Safety to take effect on June 1

By ARFA YUNUS and HO JIA WEN
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

CYBERJAYA: Emtgloyers must
analyse risks in the workplace

and appoint a health safety coor-

dinator under a newly amended.
Jaw that takes effect on June 1.
The amended Occupational
Safety and Health Act is targeted
at improving safety and health at
- workplaces throughout the coun-
try, said Human Resources
Minister Steven Sim Chee Keong.
“The employer is obliged to
appoint a safety and health coor-
tor if there are five employ-
ees and above,” he explained.
With the presence of these
trained people, he vt;icedwl::ﬁe
that the work environment d

Hes,at{]d the:lﬂwasmeantm
ensure that employers are respon-
sible for identifying risks in the
workplace.

 As for the workers, he said they
had the right to remove them-
selves from an unsafe environ-
ment at work. :

“This is in line with Convention:

155 of the International Labour

Organisation (ILO),” he said. -
€155, which is the Occupati
Safety and Health Conven

ers, a national policy to prevmt :

accidents and injury to health in
the course of work.

erday after offici-

ating the World Day for Safety

and Health at Work, Sim said the

newly amended Act would pro-
vide more benefits to employees
hecause of the additional provi-
sions to look after their wi X
“One of the advantages of this.

Act is that workers have the right

to isolate themselves from high-
risk places,” he said. .
He noted that the amendments
were approved back in 2021 but
its enforcement had been delayed.
‘However, he said he had looked

/s of hecoming the minister.

implementation within100

the ministry had launched a cam-
paign to create awareness about
the mental safety of workers.

He said that about 13,000 work-

‘ers had registered for the

Occupational Mental Health First

Aid training programme since it"

was launched in February.
About 4,000 of them had been

‘trained so far, he added.

_ “We hope that this effort will
further strengthen safety and
‘Thealth practices in the workplace,

- especially in the aspect of mental
y  care” he saxﬂ.

JITTTIETH



-t THE SUN Gog

A é‘'ran'kh:...,}2....‘.L..A.P.R...Sllm

ssssssans




Push

for mo

re to join Socs

housewives security scheme

B BY QIRANA NABILLA MOHD RASHIDI

d

PETALING JAYA: The government should
immediately act to increase the number of
contributors to the Housewives' Social
Security Scheme, said economist Assoc Prof
Dr Ida Md Yasin.

“One imp aspect to achieve this is to
disseminate information about the scheme
for maximum impact, and overcome its
insufficient among hon k
and rural folk”

The scheme introduced by the Social
Security Organisation (Socso) serves to
recognise and address the vulnerabilities
faced by homemakers.

Launched in December 2022, it aims to
improve social protection and includes
widows and single mothers by providing
coverage against domestic disasters,
disability, illness and infirmity, with a
monthly contribution of RM10 or an annual
fee of RM120,

“This is so affordable and grants
prospective contributors access to numerous
benefits, which effectively extends the safety.
net for them,” Tda said.

However, the Human Resources
reported that as of Jani this only
200,000 housewives hav:arybeen h!crle:gecl in
the scheme, G

“This is such a low figure compared with
the three million housewives in the country.

“Since the scheme was launched, many
rural folk are not aware of it as they may not
have access to such information,

“Elected Tepresentatives should
communicate  government initiatives
effectively and ensure their constituents are
aware of the support available to them
through schemes such as this”

Ida said with a nominal fee of RM10
monthly, reaching out to everyone is essential
to ensure that no eligible homemaker misses
out on this opportunity for social security
coverage.

She added that tackling the issue of
limited expostire is paramount as the scheme
is commendable from a socio-economic
standpoint.

For one, it serves as a form of insurance
for homemakers and offers them protection
against various risks at an affordable fee,

It also contributes to the overall well-
being of hauseholds by mitigating the
financial impact of unforeseen events on
income and stability.

“The scheme acknowledges the valuable
but often unrecognised contributions of
homemakers to their families and
communities, providing them with financial
security and peace of mind. . ., .

“Overall, the scheme represents. .a

# Govtneeds toraise awareness among hememakers, rural
folkonaffordable safetynet offering many benefits: Expert

proactive and inclusive approach' to social
policy, and promotes the welfare and
empowerment of homemakers and their
families,” she said, :

For instance, benefits of the scheme's
domestic injury protection include medical,
permanent  disability, personal care
allowance, physical rehabilitation or
dialysis, funeral expenses and survivor
pension. %

Ida said offering such COVErage reassures
the homemakers that they are protected in
case of unforeseen events.

She said the benefits could be worth up to
RM50,000, depending on the length of
contribution and the nature of the injury
sustained.

“Additionally, in the event of the
policyholder’s death before the age of 55, the
benefits would be allocated to the spouse,
children, or parents,” she said,

Women's Centre for Change programme
director Karen Lai said while the scheme

« provides basic protection, it aligns . with

broader efforts fo promote. women's

economic empowerment..

“The scheme recognises the significant
contributions of homemakers to the
economy and national development, but its
effectiveness is contingent upon families
being able to contribute i

“Given the current economic challenges
and pressures, many families may find it
difficult to make monthly contributions.

“Reports indicate that some husbands
are not registering or contributing to their
wives' coverage, leaving the latter without
access to the benefits.”

Lai said the issue arises when wives rely.
entirely on their husbands for financial
support, as they are the primary
breadwinners.

She added that this dependency can lead
1o a situation in which women miss out on
benefits they are entitled to.

“Situations like this underscore the
importance of raising awareness to ensure
thathomemakers can fully access the benefits

-provided by this social protection initiative”
Laisaid. | 451
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