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PLEASE BEHAVE ON NEW YEAR'S EVE
ALL SET TO RING IN 2025 WITH FIREWORKS, MUSIC AND MORE
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JOHOR KEMBALI CUTI SABTU, AHAD BERMULA 1 JANUARI
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NEW STRAITS TIMES
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IMPACT
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By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

MORE landslides in Ampang
raised questions about safety
this year.

The major one occurred on
Oct 15 at Jalan Serdang in
Taman Melawati, Serving as a
stark reminder of the area’s
vulnerability.

A section of slope measuring
20m x 20m collapsed froma
height of 30m, causing the evac-
uation of residents from 20
terrace houses along Jalan E6.

Fortunately, they were
allowed to return home two
days later.

The incident gained wide-
spread attention after a viral
video made its rounds on social
media.

Early investigations, reported
by Works Minister Datuk Seri
Alexander Nanta Linggi, indi-
cated that a blocked drainage
system on Jalan G2 at the top of
the slope was the main cause.

The slope engineering branch
of the Public Works Department
(JKR) had'been tasked with con-
ducting a detailed assessment.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk
Sert Amirudin Shari revealed
that the site was one of 114
red-zone areas in Ampang Jaya
at risk of landslides.

While denying claims that
over-development caused the
landslide, Amirudin attributed
it to possible lapses ininfra-
structure maintenance.

He stated that the last plan-
ning approval for the area,
primarily for bungalow lots,
was issued in 2014.

Amirudin added that a full
report on the landslide would
be presented to the Selangor
Economic Action Council
(MTES) after review, though
details were not disclosed.

While no injuries were

Closer watct

in Ampang Jaya

Local authority'steppedﬂup mohitoring of high-risk areas this year

reported, the incident raised
concerns over slope safety and
hillside developments in the:
area.

In response, residents have
formed the Taman Melawati
SlopeWatch Volunteer Group to
monitor and identify early signs
of slope failure, aimed at ensur-
ing timely alerts to authorities.

Ampang Jaya Municipal
Council (MPA]) stepped up
efforts to increase monitoring
in high-risk areas too.

Tourism development

In a bid to enhance its appeal,
MPA]J embarked on a plan'to
transform Ampang into'a

The Am;;ang Jookout point was _up=graded by MPAJ Il':ls;ear

vibrant tourism hotspot over
the next decade. -

The council hoped that by
attracting more visitors, it
would boost the municipality’s
non-tax revenue. =

The council's efforts aligned
with Visit Selangor Year 2025,
which is expected to bring eight
million visitors to the state next
year. ;

Key initiatives included
enhancing popular lookout
points in Bukit Antarabangsa
and Bukit Ampang with ameni-
ties like viewing platforms, seat-
ing and parking.

MPA] transformed Panorama
@ Bukit Antarabangsa, the site
ofia 2008 landslide, into/a recre-

ational area popular for its
sunset views.

MPA] also upgraded the Tasik
Pandan Perdana recreational
park in Pandan Perdana earlier
this year.

‘Works initiated by MPA]
included repaving the jogging
track, construction of a public
toilet and two platform decks
around the lake.

More than RM500,000 was
allocated to carry out the
works, including installing a 3D
signboard, fixing playground
equipment as well as puttingin
lighting at the park and carpark
areas.

The council also upgraded ~
at a cost of RM32,000 - an area

The October landslide
in Taman Melawati
brought the issue of
slope stability to the
forefront. (Inset)
Occupants in two
rows of houses on
Jalan E6 were
~eyacuated following
the incident.

on slopes

near Ampang Pointin Taman
Dato Ahmad Razali, which has
been rebranded as Uptown
Lorong Ampang Mampan.

Improvements included
repaving roads, roofing over a
bazaar site and refreshing
faded murals.

In Taman Melawati, an alley
off Jalan Negara is now an
art-centric hub, featuring an
existing art gallery, cafes and
street art.

The space played host to the
Rahmat Bahgia 2024 street festi-
val in October, which featured
artists, musicians, community:
gatherings and art exhibitions,
aimed at fostering creativity
and engagement.

Vehicle disposal programme

Since its launch nearly two
years ago, MPAJ's voluntary
vehicle disposal programme has
made a positive impact, with
around 50 cars surrendered to
the local council.

This initiative has effectively
reduced the number of aban-
doned vehicles cluttering road-
sides and housing areas.

This year, MPAJ stepped up
efforts to clear abandoned vehi-
cles by offering towing services
to its depot for owners unable
to transport their vehicles.

To facilitate this, owners
needed to provide necessary.
documentation, including the
car grant, and deregister the
vehicle with the Road Transport
Department (JPJ).

The surrendered vehicles
were sent to MPAJ depots, after
which they will be considered
for disposal through public auc-
tion or scrapping.

Despite these efforts, MPA]
said there are still more than



500 abandoned vehicles yet to

be collected from residential

and commercial areas in

Ampang Jaya. - Yl

The issue is more press

the council’s six depots, wi

can accommodate up to 900

vehicles, have run‘out of space.

Public outcry

MPA] enforcement officers and
traders inTaman Lemb
led to accusations of bias in the

coungil's enforcement praclices.-

On. Augxls  aviralvi

ate-transfer (BOT) concept.

The footage showed traders
confronting MPA]J officers
aggressively, accusing them of
giving preferential treatment
and failing to take action
against a'stall reportedly oper-
ated by a foreign worker.

The situation escalated when
awoman in the video accused
one officer of soliciting bribes,
further stoking controversy.

In response, MPAJ issued a
statement denying the allega-

Since its launch nearly
programme has s

tions, calling them baseless.

The council insiste all
traders were monitored fai
during inspections and that
there had been no misuse of
power. .

The incident highlighted the
strained relationship between
traders and enforcement agen-
cies, sparking broader discus-
sions about transparency and

Stalled highway project
Another source of frustration
for Ampang residents was the
long-delayed East Klang Valley
Expressway (EKVE) project,
which remains unfinished after
a decade of sethacks:
Originally scheduled for

THE STAR
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The 36km dual- -carriageway EKVE has faced numerous challenges due
to complex legal, financial'and logistical issues.

completion in 2019, this 36km
dual-carriageway has faced
numerous challenges due to
complex legal, financial and
logistical issues.

Nanta Linggi announced in
March that the EKVE was only
expected to be completed by
Dec 31 next year.

The RM1.55bil project,
designed to connect Bandar

Sungai Long and Ukay Perdana,
even captured the attention of
Deputy Works Minister Datuk
Seri’Ahmad Maslan.

During a recent Parliament
sitting, he expressed disappoint-
ment over the prolonged delays,
contrasting it with India’s con-
tractors, who completed the
100km Ghaziabad-Aligarh
Expressway in just 100‘hours.
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State of Kepong market
driving customers away

Atra
disposalarea. Qe 39f1%
By FARID WAHAB ( m"
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

TRADERS at Pasar Kepong FRI
are calling on Kiial

] ala Lumpur
City Hall (DBKL) to urgently

upgrade the market;"dﬂng’a-_ﬂiga*-.

nificant declinedn customer:
numbers. R T
During a site visit, communi

5
activist Yee Poh Ping highlighted

several pressing Concerns,
including the leaky and rusty
roof as well as poor drainage
Jeading to waterlogging and a
fonl odour at the rubbish dispos-
al area.

“There is also an issue with
the uneven flooring at the mar-
ket which poses a safety risk.

der shuwimj the broken and uneven surface at the market's rubbish

“These issiies are keeping, -
customers away,” he said,

adding the market served mostly :

senior citizens in Kepong.

Yee said that he had repeated-
ly requested DBKL to conduct
regular maintenatnce.

“We are hopeful that DBKL
will allocate funds for a compre-
hensive market upgrade, similar
to the recent improvements at
Pasar Raja Bot in Chow Kit,” Yee
added.

He also raised concerns about
the market’s broken drain
covers and clogged sewerage
system. 3

The market at Jalan Silang
houses 80 traders, who operate.
from 6am to 11am daily.

Pe & Bl

Yee (right) pointing at the leaky and rusty roof at Pasar Kepong FRL.

— Photos: LOW BOON TAT/The Star

A trader who wished to be
known only as Yap, urged DBKL
to reinstate a dedicated officer
within the market so that they
could easily raise issues with the
local authority.

“There used to be DBKL per-

sonnel stationed at an office
inside the market,” he said.

Yap also stressed the need
for a second entrance and
additional parking spaces in the
vicinity to make the market
more accessible.

A TOTAL of 24 business premis-
es in Kuala Lumpur were
slapped with closure nofices
during an operation by Kuala
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL).

They were ordered to close
for various violations, including
operating without valid licenc-
es, employing foreign workers
and causing obstruction at pub-
lic spaces. A

DBKL in a statement said 70
premises were inspected during
the operation on Dec 27

“Qf the 70, 24 were served
ifnmediate closure notices for
violations under the Local
Government Act 1976.

“Twenty-five compound
notices were also issued to
operators for various infringe-
ments,” it said.

DBKL carried out
enforcement under the Street,
Drainage and Building Act 1974
as well as Trades, Businesses
and Industries Licensing

| {Federal Territory of Kuala

Lumpur) 2016 and Licensing of
Hawkers and Food Placement
by-laws.

Meanwhile, a separate opera-

tion was carried ouf around
Pasar Borong Kuala Lumpur,
and Pusat Bandar Utara Kuala
Lumpur targeting foreign-oper-
ated businesses and those with-
out valid licences.

Five businesses causing

24 business in Kuala Lumpur

shut dow

F |

n for various offences

DBKL enforcement officers taking action against business premises and
traders for violating licence conditions. — Courtesy photos

obstruction were instructed to
remove the items.
Enforcement officers also
issued four compound notices
under the Trades, Businesses

and Industries Licensing
hy-law.

The iterms were sent to
DBKLs storage facility in
Taman Miharja for processing

Officers issuing a compound to a
trader during a'raid.

and documentation.
“Continuous enforcement will
be carried out through periodic
operations,” DBKL said. — By
SHALINI RAVINDRAN
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Countdowns
torock
Klang Valley

The Exchange TRX is hosting a New Year's Eve party, but proof of
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Live performances, Iight shows,
fireworks and food festival
will add to New Year revelry

By MEGAT SYAHAR
megatsyahar@thestar.com.my.

THOSE celebrating the New:
Year in Klang Valley can look
forward to an array of exciting
countdown events across Kuala
Lumpur, Putrajaya and Petaling
Jaya, each offering unique expe-
riences to kick off the year in
spectacular fashion.

The Curve in Petaling Jaya is
collaborating with Suria FM for
its countdown to 2025 which
starts at 9am.

The Curve will also be
celebrating its 20th anniversary
with alucky draw,

Other activities include a fit-
ness demonstration and food
festival.

There will also be performan-
ces by Dayang Nurfaizah, Black
Hanifah, Suki'Low; Iman Troye,
Ruffedge and Ezra Kairo,
among others.

Revellers can redeem their
spot in the Rock Zone by
downloading the Mutiara X
mobile app to receive 500
points.

To redeem Rock Zone tickets,
Mutiara X users will need to
have 500 points in thein
accounts.

At 101 City Mallin Putrajaya,
the countdown party Kicks off
at 5pm tomorrow at Symphony
East.

Guests can enjoy mesmerising
performances from LED jug:
glers, magicians and violinists,
along with an outdoor movie
screening and food truck fare.

The MeleTop Countdown Con-
cert begins at 10pm featuring a-
star-studded lineup of perform-
ers, including Aina Abdul, Shila
Amzah and William So Wing
Hong.

Celebrity guests also include
Ayda Jebat, Dennis Lau, Drama

Band, Khai Bahar, Nagiu Boboy,
Noki K-Clique, Noraniza Idris,
Ramli Sarip, Shiha Zikir and
Bunga Isme.

The mall will also welcome
2025 with a stunning 10-minute
fireworks show at the stroke of
midnight. y

The Pinkfish Countdown,
which is well known for featur-
ing renowned international and
local DJs in addition to attract-

ing big names in the electronic’ ¥

dance music scene, will be tak-

ing place at Sunway Lagoon'in

Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

Sunway Pyramid will remain
open until 1am tomorrow for
those looking to shop or enjoy
the celebration.

Meanwhile, Sunway Velocity
in KL will see a large-scale
street countdown that begins at
4.30pm with local artistes such
as Dolla, DJ Blink, 3P, Elva
Suyan, D] Musher and Shi En.

Those looking to shop can:
head to Rows Market, a bazaar
offering local crafts, fashion
and food. A spectacular fire-
works display will mark the

. transition into the new year.

Gates to The Exchange TRX
New Year’s Eve celebration
open at 4.30pm, with perfor-
mances beginning at 5pm.

Admission is free/on a first-
come, first-served basis. Entry
requires MyKad or passport
verification.

Live performances feature
Henry Lau, Capital Cities, Joe
Flizzow, Sonaone, Daiyan
Trisha, K-Town Clan, NYK and
Saint Kylo, among others.

The Exchange TRX will also
be open until midnight to keep
shoppers entertained.

Lalaport Bukit Bintang City
Centre will host a glow-in-the-
dark New Year's Eve celebration
until Dec 31, featuring exciting

activities like fun games and a
glow night market.

Its Neon new year eve count-
down 2025 begins at 4.30pm
with free admission.

Some of the activities include
fun games, glow night market,
DIY fluorescent T-shirts, dance
competition and paint-in-the-
dark workshop. :

The countdown performances
include “LED butterflies®, “LED
Jellyfish”, and *“mirror man™.

It will also feature perfor-
mances by KLP48, Hoshi-No-
Oka and DJ Shawn Zod.

The countdown at KLCC Park

» Pop trio Dolla is part of Sunway Velocitj‘s street countdown.

will be a festive one, as there is
a stunning light show lined up
to showcase the iconic
PETRONAS Twin Towers.

According to a spokesperson,
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)
will host its Gema Munajat
event, featuring prayer recita-
tions at Dataran Merdeka
tomorrow.

To ensure a smooth journey
for revellers, Rapid KL is
extending its operating hours
on Jan 1.

Rapid KI's rail and BRT ser-
vices will run until’'3am, while
selected bus routes and DRT

Dayang Nurfaizah will'be
performing at the Curve.

Joe is among the live acts at The
Exchange TRX's New Year's Eve
celebration.

(Demand Responsive Transit)
will run until 3.30am.

For details, visit
www.myrapid.com.my
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MOTORISTS using Jalan Danau
Saujana, Setapak, in Kuala:
Lumpur are frustrated by con-
gestion along the 600m stretch.

They claim that it takes them
between 30 and 45 mi.l(liules to
pass through the road during
peak fmu.rus‘g due to haphazard
parking and the presence of food
trucks.

The three-lane road connects
Jalan Langkawi and Jalan
Genting Kelang.

Residents of PV16 Platinum
Lake Condominium and Crystal
Ville commercial centre i
stakeholders complained that
the situation was worse between
7am and 10am, nmﬁ-tb':me.and
5pinto 8pm, as the entrance to
their place is blocked by traffic.

Speaking on behalf of all those
affected by this sit ationwas
PV16 Management Corp 1

driye the centre of the three-lane Jalan Danau

chairman Awtar Singh. >arking along both sides of the road.
He suggested that the food

trucks be relocated. to operate along that road,”
“Due to the development of added Lai.

He said the licences had been
§ issued when the road was not
a temporary measure. busy, but DBKL now needed to
 “DBKL suggastedfpmﬂng a 'no relocate them.

many high-rise residential huild-
ings ln the surrounding area, the
residential road now functions
more like a main road,” he said.

departm its visited the site
with DBKL a

Awtar said there was also a ~ parking sign’ and drawing yel- ‘Lai said without the food
need for enforcement to tac.kle | L, fc:riinm to warn motorists not trucks and indiscriminate park-
indiscriminate parking. : AImMpur | ~ alos C lan D: ~ to park along the road. _ ing, mngesuon wouldn’t be an

“For those heading to Crystal (DBKL) uﬂicers from Sevi . Sa) N o ¥ " 'ren foo:f trucks are. hcensed - issue.
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PETALING JAYA: From me bus- ;

ences and live performances at
tling streets of Kuala Lumpur to

WoW Plaza and Central Rooftop

the serene shores of Penang, and Sl Garden.

not forgetting the vibrancy of | ~ Over in Penang, the Straits

‘Johor and cultural uniqueness of i Quay Promenade invites revellers

Sabah and Sarawak, the country o a ‘night of music, dance, and a

will light up for a spectacular Fiiled : j cular fireworks show, while

countdown to 2025. t = : e TOP Penang offers panoram-
With a blend of tradition, crea- 0 O - ; and live entertainment at

tivity and global appeal, the New 3 Ci

Year's Eve celebrations tomorrow =W i { | Al spokespe

promises to be special. : [y t ~ Quay’s management said some

In Kuala Lumpur, the icunic ;
KLCC The Place will be the epicen-  SSERESSS }
tre of celebration. As the city bids = g ! ; ]
adieu to 2024, visitors can revelin - ELY i I3 it 3 police will ensure public
a series of en activities. ! ‘ : ~ sa ~and maimain order

The Music & Lights show: at
Lake Symphony Fountains pmm-i
ises to be mesmerising spectacle,
celebrating 25 glittering years of :

KLCC's b Cel 0 o o7 e " N8 L b a saft env:lmnment,'mespokes-

For those inclined towards e e S ‘ ,pemmsald :
wellness and creativity, sessions = e SR = fipre In Johor, the Sutera Together
like Wellness at KLCC and Art in- SSEPATY AT ‘Countdown Celebration at Sutera
the Park, inspired by the majestic - = =7 ‘ :

PETRONAS 'I’wm‘rowm:, nEer an
ideal way to end the ye:

The Exchange TRxls all set for:
a free public extravaganza with
its countdown party. The event
will feature international and
local stars with Canadian sensa-
tion Henry Lau and' American ;
indie-pop duo Capital Cities. kick oﬁ‘ at Raintree. Plaza TRX

Addinglocal flavour are artistes  City Park, with perfnrmances
like Saint Kylo, PALENCIA, Daiyan ~ starting from 5pm. i
Trisha and Joe Flizzow, among In Putrajaya, the I—‘wtival I;ight

10,000 revellers were expected ta
- gather for the countdown cele-

others. : & Motion Putrajaya (LAMPU2024) i 1

The night will crescendn with  will illuminate Dataran Putrajaya  activi 0 astivals, L nd: : aya.
deejays Aidaho and Ashley Lau ina u:uque oﬁ'ering to the count- ness ) es il Vit TN e wak, the celebrations at
setting the stage for the climactic down. by lo rfor @ Day Night night, while  the Kuching Waterfront will be a
cnuntduwn and breathtaking fire- 101 City Mall in Putrajaya adcls \ 1 Ruf ‘with: LaLaport w 3 que culturally enriching experience
works ay over the Kuala to the festive spirit with its night culminating in a dazzling ( 12025, with four exciting segments from
Lumpur sﬁylme The festivities MeleTOP' Countdown 2025 con- W | ARbeE it -in the day till midnight. :
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han elmnumi negara djjanaka te-
“rus berkembang dalam tempoh
dua tahun ke hadapan ekoran
beberapa inisiatif diperkenalkan
kerajaan termasuk pelaksanaan
gaji minimum bermula tahun ha-
dapan.

Malah kata pakar ekonnmi
Prof Emeritus Dr.
dai, pedagangan

tanya, kesan
kuasa beli itu tidak mellbétka.n o

: KOSMO
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pengecuahan cukal,
bagl kenderaan

sehinggaak-
hir 2027. Walaupun EV impart mu-
ngkin mendapat manfaat daripada
tamatnya had harga minimum
RM100,000 selepas 2025, ia akan
mula cukai,” kata RHBInvestment

bahawa harga EV. GBU baleh! ine-
ningkat secdra mendadak  jika

e
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=
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- keadaan
ekonomi global
yang: mencabarpadaﬂozs
Pertumbuhan KDNK negara:
diunjurkanantara 4.5 hingga
5.5 peratus. Ekonomi Malaysia
berkembang 4.9 peratus bagi
2024 dan dlun]urkan'f4 TIUSE N
peratus pada2025.
Ketidakstabilan geopohuk
di Eropah dan Timur Tengah
serta ketegangan perdagangan.
global terus memberi kesan
kepada ekonomi negara.
Inflasi yang stabil dan
dasar monemnyangbaik :
telah mmbanm'uegara, 1T s

dlsebabk;ﬂmdbagal
: faktor.,Ma]ayéia jugaperl

seperti elektronik untuk

mengekalkan kedudukan'

gIobalnya. Belamawan-zozs
nRM421

Data terkini Jabatan

Perangkaan: menunjukkan
eksport negara menyumbang

sebanyak 61.8 peratus *
daripada Keluaran Dalam:
Negara Kasar (KONK)pada
2024. Eksport elektronik
dan elektrik (E&E) terus
menjadi penyumbang utama,
merangkumi hampir40.°
peratus: danpada keselumhan
eksport.

Namun, keberganmngan
kepada China dan Amerllm
Syarikat sebagai rakan =
dagangan utama masih
mencetuskan risiko
ketidaktentuan akibat ]mnﬂik 2
perdagangan.

Perubahan landskap
ekonomi/dunia Malaysia perlu o1
bersiap sediadengan lebih
dinamik untuk menghadapi
cabaran ekonomi global pada
2025, Perubahan landskap
ekonomi globak: yangwma]un
kompleks, ketidaktentuan
politik antambangsa.adau
perkembangan teknologi

memperkukuh asas i
ekonominya, menyesuaikan -
diri dengan perubahan, dan’
memperkenalkan langkah
inovatif untuk: kekal relevan
di'pentas dunia.’ £
Antara cabaran utamayang
dihadapi oleh ekonomi global
pada masa kini ialahinflasi
yang tinggi, ketidaktentuan
kadar faedah, dan gangguan
rantaian bekalan.
Malaysia perlu bersedia

penyehdlkan ‘dan
pembangunan (R&D)Serta

- adalah Iangkah . >
samping itu, menggalakkan

. KETIDAKSAMAAN
EKONOMI
Program PIOBIAMm.

bantuan sosial, peningkatan

akses kepada pendidikan
‘berkualiti, dan langkah

untuk mengurangkan
jurang pendapatan adalah
penting | bagxmemasnkan
keseimbangan antara -
.pertumhuhanekonom; dan
keadilan sosial..

Se bagmsebuah negara yang
bergantung kepada eksport,
‘Malaysia perlu memastikan
bahawa ia dapat bertindak

balas deuganpantas terhadap

perumah mampu milik,
perkhidmatan kesihatan
3 ti, dan pendtdlkan
‘ yangmklusnEadaJah elemen
- penting dalam memastikan
5 km]ahteraan rakyat. f
erajaan perlu memasbkan
bahawa setiap dasar yang
dilaksanakanmemberi 1mpak
posmfkepada kehidupan
rakyat, terutamanya golongan
yang terpinggir.
Akhir sekali, Malaysna
perlu menguku ;
‘kedudukan geopolmknya
di rantau Asia Tenggara.
Sebagai sebuah negara yang -
ak di tengah-tengah
n perdagangan global,
ysia mempunyai
kelehihan strategikyang jaik.
Keqasama dengan negara-
negara jiran melalui ASEAN
perlu diperkukuh untuk
-memastikan kestabilan: dan
kemakmuran serantau.
Cabaran ekonomi dunia
pada 2025 memerlukan
Malaysia untuk lebih dinamik
dan bersedia dengan pelbagai
strategi yang inovatif. :
Pendekatan holistik
melibatkan kerjasama antara
kerajaan, sektor swasta dan
masyarakat, adalah kunci
kepada kejayaan nesarm Dengan
konntmmyangktﬂmh
langkah- ]anglmhyangberksan
Malaysia boleh mengatasi
cabaran ini dan terus maju.
sebagai sebuah Negara yang
berdaya saing, dan malcmur

: PROFESGR Madya Dr. Md Fatizi
Ahmad ialah Pensyarah dan
Penyelidik Kanan Pengurusan
Teknologi Pengeluaran di Fakulti
Pengurusan Teknologi dan
Perniagaan, Universiti Tun Hussem
Onn Malaysia (ITHM):

1nst1tu51 hams diben
keutamaan.
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UNCERTAINTIES PREVAIL
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Ringgit likely to soften: this week, say analysts

KUALA LUMPUR: The ringgit is set
to exhibit softness against the US
dollar this week, with move-
ments likely to range between
4.47 and 4.50.

SPI Asset Management manag-
ing partner Stephen Innes ex-
pects Asian currencies to face a
cautious period as market par-
ticipants navigated mixed signals
and geopolitical concerns during
the thin trading week.

He said the US dollar would
weaken seasonally at this time,
but with United States president-
elect Donald Trump's tariffs on
the horizon, there was an added
layer of uncertainty.

“Locally, investors are also
maintaining a cautious stance
due to concerns over China's eco-
nomic issues, particularly the
record US$411 billion special
bond issuance slated for next
year and its potential impact on
consumer demand.

“This uncertainty has cast a
shadow over the ringgit.”

Similarly, UOB Kay Hian
Wealth Advisors investment re-
search head Mohd Sedek Jantan
anticipated a lower ringgit move-
ment this week.

He said market expectations of
only two US rate cuts next year
would support the greenback.

“Entering 2025, Asian curren-

Yy
.f 1
On a Friday-to-Friday basis, the ringgit appreciated against the US
dollar to 4.4680/4750 from 4.5055/5100 previously. NSTP FILE PIC

cies are expected to weaken
against the US dollar in the first
six months, driven by market re-
actions to Trump's anticipated
trade tariffs.”

On aFriday-to-Friday basis, the
ringgit appreciated against the

US dollar to 4.4680/4750 from

4.5055/5100.
Last week, the ringgit traded

higher against other major cur-
rencies.

It gained versus the British
pound to 5.5904/5991 versus
5.6328/6384 previously. It rose
versus the euro to 4.6543/6616
from 4.6776/6823.

The ringgit traded mixed
against Asean currencies. Berna-
ma
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