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Fixing up Subang Jaya
MEGATSYAHA{R » .‘ . a n E:I

The 2023 Puch landslide triggered by drain failure displaced residents from nine houses

along Jalan WI‘WI-IN‘! 3/9.
Flood mitigation and landslide rectification works as well as the impending assessment
tax increase were among issues faced by residents in Subang Jaya, Selangor, this year.
The city, with a population of 1.2 million, also had a new mayor at the helm, though it

took almost three months before the appointment was announced.

When Subang Jaya City Council (MBS)) distributed 326,646 new valuation list notices
to property owners starting June 21, it set off a storm of protest.

The new valuation meant an impending increase in assessment tax starting Jan 1, 2025,
mirroring statewide adjustments in Selangor.

While many ratepayers demanded improved services to justify the proposed 25%
increase, over 10,000 of the 326,646 property owners submitted objections.

An ad hoc group of residents even banded together under the People’s Coalition Against
Assessment Hike (GPMKC) and handed a two-page memorandum to MBSJ, stating that
the increase was "unfair and a shock”.

Subang Jaya deputy mayor Zulkurnain Che Ali confirmed that 4,000 residents attended
subsequent hearings to voice their discontent over the new rates.

However, on Dec 9, despite objections from ratepayers, the Selangor government
approved the 25% increase in assessment rates at all local councils next year.

New mayor

Subang Jaya went 52 days without a mayor before Datuk Amirul Azizan Abd Rahim,
former Kuala Langat Municipal Council president, was sworn in on July 22.

The vacancy arose after Datuk Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim was transferred in June to

serve as Shah Alam mayor. THE STAR ONLINE
TARIKH: 31 DISEMBER 2024
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Fixing up Subang Jaya
y MEGATSYAHAR : b n . a n N

Amirul Azizan appointed fourth Subang Jaya mayor on July 22

Slope repair works

Victims of the Taman Wawasan landslide in Puchong finally returned home on Nov 1
after nearly a year of displacement.

This follows completion of slope repair works undertaken by landowner Wawasan
Indera Sdn Bhd at a cost of RM12.12mil.

The landslide on Dec 16, 2023, was triggered by monsoon drain failure.

The incident displaced residents from nine houses along Jalan Wawasan 3/9.
Each affected resident received RM3,000 in aid from local representatives.
Flood mitigation

The flood mitigation project near 10l Mall Puchong, originally slated for February
completion, was delayed until December due to realignment of a pipe beneath the
Damansara-Puching Highway (LDP).

This upgrade aimed to improve flood management by diverting 70% of excess rainwater
to a lake behind the shopping centre and the remaining 30% to an existing monsoon
drain.

In 2023, heavy rainfall caused water to overflow from the monsoon drain, flooding 101
Mall's North Court carpark and parts of the building.

Complaints channel

To make it easier for residents to submit complaints and receive prompt responses,
MBSJ introduced direct WhatsApp channels for all 21 departments. THE STAR ONLINE

Zulkurnain said these WhatsApp channels received over 500 complaints in total each TARIKH: 31 DISEMBER 2024
month.
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By MEGAT SYAHAR (‘“ﬁq‘)

megatsyahar@thestar.com.my

FLOOD mitigation and landslide
rectification works as well as the
impending assessment tax
increase were among issues.
faced by residents in‘Suhang-
Jaya, Selangor, this year.

The city, with apupulatibn‘ "
of 1.2 million, also had a new
mayor at the helm, though it
took almost three months -
before the appointment was.
announced.

Assessment hiké

When Subang Jaya City
Council (MBS]) distributed
326,646 new valuation list
notices to property owners

starting June 21, it set off a sluml 3

of protest.

The new valuation meant an
impending increase in assess-
ment tax starting Jan 1, 2025,
mirToring statewide adluslmems
in Selangor.

While many mtepayers
demanded improved services to
justify the proposed 25%
increase, over 10,000 of the
326,646 property owners
submitted objections.

An ad'hoc group of residents
even banded together under the
People’s Coalition Against
Assessment Hike (GPMKC) and
handed a two-page memoran-
dum to MBSJ, stating that the
increase was “unfair and a
shock™

Subang Jaya deputy mayor
Zulkurnain Che Ali confirmed
that 4,000 residents attended
subsequent hearings to voice

; their dis;ontent over the new
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“was delayed until December due  duced direct WhatsApp channels
realignment of a pipe beneath  for all 21 departments.
> Damansara-Pu : Zulkurnain said these
hway (LDP). WhatsApp channels received
Thfs up&mde aimedto over 500 complaints in total each
ood managementby — month.
THE STAR

J

Tar

DEC 2024



Sultan Sharafuddin (centre) looking at MBDK's mace after officially declaring Klang asa royél city. Also p'résem :

are Noraini (left) and Amirudin (right). — Photos: Filepic
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA m
edward@thestar.com.my

A SIGNIFICANT event that muk
place in Klang this year was
undoubtedly its official declara-
tion as a city in February.

Being the royal town of
Selangor, its city council has been
named Klang Royal City Council
(MBDK).

On Feb 5, Selangor Ruler
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah
officially declared and bestowed
royal city status on the vibrant
port town of Klang.

Klang became the fourth city
in Selangor after Shah Alam
(year 2000), Petaling Jaya (2006)
and Subang Jaya (2020).

Klang was a municipality for
47 years from Jan 1, 1977. It was
upgraded to a city on Nov 23 last
year.

MBDK president Datin Paduka
Noraini Roslan, who was born
and raised in Klang, became its
first mayor.

She retired on Nov 20 and was
succeeded by current mayor
Datuk Abd Hamid Hussain.

StarMetro recaps other signifi-
cant news in Klang city over the
course of 2024.

Royal patronage

In mid-August, Tengku
Permaisuri Selangor Tengku
Permaisuri Norashikin opened
Klang's RM800,000 Cat Park at
the Wetland Pavilion in Bandar
Bukit Raja.

Built by a private developer,
the park has various facilities
to provide stray cats in the city
with shelter and care.

MBDK requires about
RMS50,000 annually to run and
maintain the park.

On Dec 5, Sultan Sharafuddin
inaugurated the new Masjid
Jamek Cina Muslim Klang.

He told of how on a visit to
China’s Xi'an City in 2015, he was
taken by the beautiful architec-
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New royal city rises

to the challenge

MBDK has hands full handling cleanliness, floods
and preserving glory of Klang's elevated status
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Masjid Jamek Cina Muslim Klang. ofﬂcialiy opened on Dec 5, was inspired by the mosque archheciure in

Xi'an, China.

ture of a mosque there.

In his Royal Address at the
inauguration event, the Ruler
said his dreams of having a
mosque with Chinese Muslim
architecture had come true.

1t all started when a group of
Malaysian Chinese Muslims had
an audience with the Sultan and
conveyed their hope to build a
mosque for their community in
Selangor. The Ruler pointed
them towards Xi'an.

At the inauguration event, the
Sultan also reprimanded MBDK
over the unsatisfactory standard
of cleanliness in Klang, referring

to some areas that remained
dirty and poorly organised and
rivers filled with rubbish.

He said he received many
complaints about rubbish and
filth in the city from residents as
well as local and foreign tourists,
including those on cruises arriv-
ing at Port Klang.

He attributed the floods in the
city to the rubbish-filled rivers
and clogged drains.

The Sultan ordered both MBDK
and the Selangor government to
take immediate steps to alleviate
the flood problem and increase
cleanliness level in the city.

Floods in the city

MBDK had its hands full this
year dealing with the annual
floods in areas such as Meru
and Kapar, fallen trees in
Taman Bayu Emas and com-
plaints of neglect in cleanliness
of drains in several residential
areas.

On Nov 28 and 29, more than
300 people were evacuated after
their homes were inundated in
Meru and Kapar.

Two relief centres —one in
SK Sungai Binjai in Meru and
another in Kampung Bukit

5 Bus Selangor is convenient and reduces
single-occupant vehicles on the road.

———

Kapar community centre —
were activated to house the
flood victims.

On Dec 1, Selangor Mentri
Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Sha:
announced a RM500 financial
assistance to ease flood victims'
burden.

Each head of households
who had registered at the
temporary relief centres and
took shelter there were given
financial aid.

All affected victims at the
relief centres returned home or
Dec 1.

MBDK Environmental Servici
Department allocated over
RMS500,000 to clean up monsoo
drains in three areas in Meru.

Upgrades and enforcement!

Sustainable transport throug
the Smart Selangor free bus set
vice in Klang saw tremendous
increase in ridership.

MBDK Town Planning:
Department’s public transport
unit saw the free bus service a:
catalyst to revive some comme
cial areas and to allow senior
citizens to be more mobile and
active. .

In February, the city council
allocated about RM3.3mil for tl
service's annual operations.

As at end of November, the
routes saw a strong growth in
ridership. Up to Nov 30, MBDK
four free bus routes ferried
331,431 passengers.

In April, strategic tourism
plans were drawn up fo prom¢
350 historical landmarks throu
the Klang Royal City Heritage
Trail initiative.

It was to preserve Klang's
unicue heritage attractions an
restore lesser-known historica
sites in the city.

MBDK’s efforts aligned with
the Visit Selangor Year 2025
campaign.

The city council a!t;o intro-
duced the Public Sector
Conducive Ecosystem (EKSA) &
Meru Market Complex to help
create a more positive experi-
ence for market-goers and
traders.

EKSA, an office system,
was used for the first time to
spruce up a wet market and
improve management and



Abd Hamid (right) exchanging documents with AADK deputy e
director-general (operations) Khairul Anwar Bachok (left) after the
MOU signing for the Tekad programme, witnessed by Selangor Palace
representative Datuk Mohammed Khusrin Munawi,

s removing illegal

in Klang.

product displays.

The market also had a RMimil
rejuvenation work done. ;

Separately, MBDK’s
Enforcement Department had up
to Dec 15, removed 10,384 illegal
banners and bunting on trees,
lamp posts, traffic lights and road
signs.

Most of the illegal advertise-
ments were on property and
transport rental, household
renovations, and moneylending
services.

Unlicensed moneylenders’
posters also saw 29 phone num-
bers referred to the Malaysia
Communications and Multimedia
Commission (MCMC) for further
action.

Meanwhile, Selangor folk were
up in arms over the increase in
assessment tax rates (subject to
a25% cap) starting Jan 1.

Residents were dissatisfied
as they said the basic duties of

Children looking at-the animals in the Cat Park shelter.

the city council to clean drains,
cut grass, sweep roads and even
painting road lines were neglect-
ed, which exposed road users to
danger. i

In the t abuse,
mnxmﬁghm:%‘ﬂmwrst local
-authority to provide a written
commitment on the implementa-
tion of the Drug-Free Workplace
(Tekad) programme when it
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the National Anti-
Drug Agency (AADK) in
December.

Under Tekad, department
heads are to make it top priority
to address issues of drug and
substance abuse in the work-
place to create a safe working
environment.

From 2016 until now, 10
MBDK employees were found to
have been'involved in
abuse. They have undergone
rehabilitation.
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KL residents want more bang

By BAVANI M
bavanlm@thestarcom my

CITY folk are mﬂingfor any
potential tax increases in Kuala
Lumpur to be accompanied by
tangible improvements to infra-
structure and locd,guw.mment
services.

These include the cr,eation of
more public parks, better trans—
portation services, upgraded
amenifies and stricter enforce-
ment by Kuala Lumpur City Hall
(DBKL).

1Razak Mansion management
corporation chairman Anthony
Tan, 34, hopes for significant
upgrades to infrastructure and
public services in his area.

“There are around 20,000 resi-
dents within a 1km radius of
1Razak Mansion and Razak City
Residences, who collectively con-
tribute about RM6mil annually
in assessment taxes.

“Yet we sﬁ]llaekbasicmﬁ'a—
structure such as access roads,
pedestrian and a gov-
ernment climc. e said.

MHJ

Tan r:nucised the delayed

pedestrian wu]kway

reportedly due to
nstraints.

Quesﬂnnlngthe lacknt‘invést-
e area dup sig-
: utions, he
 said the government needed to
ensure taxpayers saw remms on
- what they were paying.
Seputeh Residents X
Representative Council r.hairman
~ Alvin T, Ariaratnam said, “If -
DBKL is planning toincrease
‘taxes, the least they can do is
address congestion issues and.
provide better transponadun
services.
“We need a system that works
efficiently for everyone.” |
Brickfields Rukun ]
chairman SKK Naidu called un
'DBKL to step up| enﬁm:unent if |
taxes were R
“We need sn'lr.'ter ac:inn

; adjusl:ment in 21 years.

for thelr increased tax bucks :

amidnews that K pur
may follow Selnngux’s Iead in
raising amasment taxes next
year. !
Stm’Metro reponed that
Minister in the Prim

~ Department (Federal' ]
DrZalﬂaMustafa BKL
changes wo a,nted
in phases, likely e

industrial tax rates

'Wearereviewinga]ltypesof

taxes, not just assessment taxes

but also quit rent, and have been

cnllahoratmgwimthe finance

di ts of s agencies

to study the matter comp

sively,” she had said. f
_ Dr Zaliha also revealed that

 DBKL had been running a deficit

_in recent years, necssitating

efforts to trevenue.

' City Hall last reviewed assess-
ment rates in 2013 — the first

une 2014, then Federal
tories ‘minister Datuk Seri
ar Mansor :

: announced that the increase

tions and improve local govern-
would be capped at 10% forresi-  ment services.
dential properties and 25% for ~The revaluation exercise was
_ commercial premises. - also deemed overdue, as proper-
Meanwhile, Selangor govem- ty charges in Selangor had
ment recently approved a 25% remained unchanged for 20 to
hike in assessment rates across 40 years.
all local councils, effective Jan 1, Under Local Government Act
2025. 1976, local authorities in
In justifying the increase, the Malaysia are permitted to review
state said it was necessary'to. and revise assessment rates
update outdated property valua-  every five years. :
THE STAR
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‘Reward illegal du

Expand whistleblower law to
include incentives, say experts

B /1>
By ARFA YUNUS
arfayunus@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The scope of
the Whistlehlower Protection Act
2010 should be widened to
include offering incentives for
public reporting to combat illegal
dumping, environmentalists say.

They also’ proposed heavier
penalties, such as fines of up to
RM1mil and publicly naming
offenders.

The environmentalists even

suggested creating a publicly

available “Culprit List” to apply
peer pressure, particularly on
companies, alongside stricter
measures.
These include suspending man-
ufacturing licences and 'husinm-
permits for repeat offenders.

Such steps would be crucial in
preventing environmental viola-
tions and promoting greater
accountability, they sai

Among those supporting the
call for the scope of the Act to be
widened to include environmen-
tal crimes was Sahabat Alam
Malaysia  president Meena
Raman. !

“Rewards could be provided for
reporting on illegal dumping
activities,” she said when contact-
iy : y

Meena said it is also important
to use mass media and communi-
cation channels to promote the
use of hotlines for reporting such
offences.

There is also a need for
advanced surveillance tools that
include cameras, drones and GPS
tracking to MONitor environmen-
tal crimes, she added..

“These tools could help detect
not just household waste dump-
ing but also the disposal of toxic
chemicals, plastics and electronic
waste in rivers, drains and remote
areas.”

Meena also proposed reviving

‘mation is therefore very valua-

community surveﬂlance eﬁorts-
akin to the Rukun Tetangga pro-
gramme, where local communi-

ties patrol their neighbourhoods

to monitor environmental crimes.

“The revival of such communi-

ty surveillance must be seriously
encouraged, , hy the

ong A, TS Y ;
1gs and plasﬁc dfumsbelng dumped nto a man-made lake.

5 Eroup
Action Network, who snmsedme
importance of robust whistle-

blower protection in cumhaﬂng :

S inistebiow

ly importan 3
cult to catch perpetrators in

action and acquire sufficient evi-
dence fo prosecute. Insider infor-

ble,” she said.

Wong underscored the need for
safeguards to ensure the safety
and confidentiality of individuals
who report environmental
Crimes.

“There must be protection for
people who come forward with
information, especially workers
or contractors,” she said.

Citing. “incidents, she said
whistleblowers' identities Had
been leaked despite using official
complaint channels, discouraging

others from reporting wrongdo--

ing.
Prof Dr Mohd Hasni ]aafa_r, an

-environmental health and toxi-

colngy spel:la]ist at Univexslu
‘Kebangsas

an Malaysia, said com-
munity involvement can be effec-
five in tracking dumping.

based application with near 97%
accuracy in detection,” he said.
Mohd Hasni called for both
monetary and non-monetary
incentives to encourage. public
participation in envimnmemaj

surveillance.

“By individuals l‘nr
monitoring and rpiporting illegal
dumping, we can foster a collec-
tive responsibility to keep com-
munities clean and eco-friendly,”
he said.

Dr Theng Lee Chong, a waste
management specialist, called for
stronger penalties and greater
accountability: tn deter illegal
dumping:

“If a cumpany needs to pay
RM1mil for one incident of illegal

dum the maynutwamto
mkePh"& 2

“Furthermore, if a company.

ilLezal ~ name is disclosed for illegal
~ “In the United States, they
“developed the Smart City Com-
- munity in San jose, using a web-

dumping, it could heavily affect

* their business,” he said.

Theng said companies should
also be held responsible for hiring
contractors who engage in illegal
dumpi

“Suspension of manufacturing

licences or business permits could
be another approach, as it affects
the business as a whole, not just
financially,” he said.

However, Theng sald such
meastires require clear regulato-
ry frameworks and collaboration
among various authorities, inclu-
ding Iocal councils, waste man-
agement agencies and the govern-
ment.

He criticised the current
approach of framing the closure
‘of illegal dumpsites as an achieve-
ment, calling for a shift in focus.

Theng urged the media to prior-

d Inauﬁuial rubber waste spilled from large
— FAIHAN GHANI/The Star

itise reporting on offenders ra

~ er than spotlighting enforcems
officials

“The authorities should empl
sise the punishments hand
down to culprits and disclc
company names when involvi
rather than treating the closure
illegal dumpsites as an achie
ment and publicising it as a he:
line,” he added.

Randolph Jeremiah, vice-pre
dent of the Environment P
tection Society of Malaysia, si
public incentives can'assist lo
authorities in monitoring ille

-dumping, but there is a need

stronger enforcement and' pro
cution.

“All complaints must be inve
gated promptly and thorougl
with action taken against per
trators,” he said.

Jeremiah said it is importan!
publicise enforcement actions
send a clear message that ille
dumping will not be tolerated.

THE STAR
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Ipoh folk expect more wsntors next year

'nln-

By IVAN LOH

ivanloh@thestar.com.my.

IPOH: Local folk here are excited
to learn that Ipoh has heen named

as one of the must-visit cities in ,

Asia for 2025 by London-based
lifestyle magazine Time Out

recently.

Those who spoke to. The Star  §

said fheyarehappy that the city is

getling  more  international

acelaim and heingreco
g]nbal murist desﬁnaﬂo

‘must-visit cities next year really -

shows that our tourism industry
has improved by leaps and
bounds,” he added.

In its Dec 19 | puhl!calion, Ipoh
was named by the magazine
one of top eight must-visit dﬂesin
Asia for 2025,

list, followed by slarga

Philippines, Da Nang in Vietnam

and Tainan, Taiwan.

The other destinations were
Osaka, Japan, Nan in Thailand
‘and Lijiang, Chin

The,'mgazine noted Ipoh as a
welcoming place, with heritage

2|
pohunm;list

‘mostunderrated places®.

2016, Lonely Planet, ﬁle
" eufg:ast t_mvel guide,

slxthhwtplaceto ;

"The buildmg my eate
locate the Kwan

‘Memorial  Hall, is almnst 100

years old.
“With all the. reco%niﬁons Ipoh
has ol ‘ﬂt?g‘ ‘be shiﬁed
promo on o
into ﬂ%ﬁ

- “We hupe our tourism indus
can continue. to improve the econ-

sign o
; recognised

Stry.  promots

ty to
espedaliy with
acclaim from abroad.
“We are seeing many young
geaple setting up their businesses
creating a new market to
auract more visitors.
. “Even at the xidgﬁt markets,
re e have set ]
e oog and heveragef;
among ethers, elevating and mod-
ernjslng arkets.

to saemany enter-

their own

state government w mndnue to
work with the private sector to
tourism industry in
Perak, not just Ipoh.

their negativity, think
some th]ngs cannot be

eanwhile, a d.rlnk seller, who
cml).1 wanted to be known as
‘Wang, said he hapes the Ipoh City

Council will continue to upkeep
and improve the city to give a

image o tourists.

pa: ‘bays, especiallyin the Old
. There were talks ear-

li about a multi-storey parking

‘complex to be built there but it

seems to have gone quiet,” he
said.
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‘Sekitar dan (KASA)  model pembangunan-landskap
yang kini kini dikenali  sungai yang berjaya dan terbukti 3
onsep bandar Kementerian Sumber mampumenjadlspansemulaiadl ’ Amara parkara yang perlu i
span iaitu me- g AslizyidanE SRt - yang dapat menyerap 1 qfambi]m'ﬂa1! a
‘wujudkan kawasanse- . '\ Kelestarian e ' aliran air berlebihan i&liesar
ula jadi yang banyak Alam (NRES) melalui . " pada musim monsun

seperti pokok, tasik dan pelbagai  Jabatan ‘Pengairan

reka bentuk baik bagitujuan untuk  dan Saliran (JPS) me-

menyerap hujan dan banjir mung- nerus- projek pem-

kin antara syor boleh diper- binaan Denai Sungai

timbangkan dalam menangani  Nasional di seluruh

kekerapan bencana alam itu da- Uﬁgm

ripada melandanegara. ‘Usaha alanain

Pensyarah Kanan Fakulti

Teknologi Kejuruleraan Kimia dan

Pahang

Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA)

Azizul Helmi: Soﬁanbs;kata. me-
lalui kaedah itu, €
gunakan untuk m

dan taufan. ek
. Ditanya mengenai *
kemungkinan wujud
* kekangan untuk me- r

: Iaksanakan konsep_ i hatsendlrtkasu ran
y f - menggunakan  altel ’afif
Azizul Helmi: berkata {

 tidak dinafikan ia me- d
libatkan

sl
%

lestari i gus berti v ih dan proje
“Teges mesra AlarinerbanERan bannrsemula jadi.  an banjir lebih lestari fuga boleh

peluang bumi (tanah) untuk ber- “Projek ini sewajarnya dﬂﬂdl- dlperhmbangkan
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dljanzka terus menin;
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AHMAD TARMIZI

PETALING JAYA: Pasaran harta-
nah Malaysia pada 2025 dl;angka

engga
bagi menyokong segmen rumah- £

mampu milik.
“Selain itu, ia turut didorong
pelancaran  semula program

Malaysia Rumah Keduaku dan |
keadaan pasaran buruh yang
positif;” katanya dalam notape- &

nyelidikan.

Berdasarkan Pusat Maklumat !

Harta Tanah Negara (Napic),
permintaan untuk hartanah
kediaman adalah kukuh. pada
separuh pertama 2024 den-
gan jumlah bilangan dan nilai
transaksi hartanah kediaman
meningkat ‘masing-masing se-
- banyak 6.1 peratus dan 10.4 per-
atus tahun ke tahun.

Menurut Napic, sukd ketiga -

tahun kewangan 2024 menyak-

Segmen rumah  mampu
rm]:k (di bawah RM300,000)

~ kekal sebagai pemacu utama,

menyumbang lebih daripada 53
peratus daripada jumlah urus

* niagakediaman dan tanda-tanda

beransur-ansur di

‘kawasan tidak terjual” katanya.

Katanya, gaji minimum akan

~ datang yang diumumbkan dalam

Be]an]awan 2025 mungkin akan

i _'meumgkatkan Iagl penruntaa.u

segmen itu.
“Tambah Philip Capital, pen-

. jualan tanah perindustrian ke-

pada pengéndah pusat data

* memberikan satu lagi saluran
- pertumbuhan, apabila pemaju

mengewangkan bank tanah dan

- melabur semu!a di tanah strate-

" Firma penyelidikan itu berka-
ta, beberapa pemaju, termasuk
Sime Darby Property Bhd., UEM

* Sunrise Bhd. dan Mah Sing

Group Bhd. sedang meneroka
pelaburan pusat data untuk
‘memenuhi permintaan yang se-
makin meningkat.

Indeks Hartanah KL telah
meningkat 25.8 peratus, di-
dorong oleh sentimen positif .
sekitar pengembangan pusat
data, terutamanya di Johor.
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From: "Media MBSJ" <media@mbsj.gov.my> 30/12/2411:59 am

To: "DATO AMIRUL AZIZAN BIN DATO SRI ABD RAHIM" <dato.amirul@mbsj.gov.my>, "MOHD ZULKURNAIN BIN
CHE ALI" <mzul@mbsj.gov.my=>, "ISMAIL BIN SALIM" <ismails@mbsj.gov.my=, "MOHD FADZIL BIN MAHAT"
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<azmi@mbsj.gov.my>, "MUHAMMAD AZLI BIN MISWAN" <azli@mbsj.gov.my>, "NIK ZALINA BINTI MEGAT
MUDA" <zalina@mbsj.gov.my=, "IR. DR. HAJI MOHD ARIFFUDDIN BIN KAMARI" <ir.ariffuddin@mbsj.gov.my>,
"HAZMAN BIN MOHD MAHAYUDIN" <hazman@mbsj.gov.my>, "SHARIFAH ROHAIDA BINTI ABD RAHMAN"
<sharifah@mbsj.gov.my>, "AZURA BINTI MOHD DON" <azura@mbsj.gov.my>, "SAMZOL BIN SAAT"
<samzol@mbsj.gov.my>, "NAZARUDIN BIN MASHTUKI" <nazarudin@mbsj.gov.my>, "SARINA BINTI SAAD"
<sarina.saad@mbsj.gov.my>, "SHAHRUL FADLI BIN ABDU RASHID" <shahrul.fadli@mbsj.gov.my>,
"SR.NORNIZAM BINTI MOHD JUSOH" <sr.nornizam@mbsj.gov.my>, "RUBAIZAH BINTI MOHAMED NOH"
<rubaizah@mbsj.gov.my>, "NURNAWWAR BINTI ARPAAII" <dr.nurnawwar@mbsj.gov.my>, "AZLINA BINTI
MAT SALIM" <azlina@mbsj.gov.my>, "MOHD HERMAN BIN MUSANIP" <mohd.herman@mbsj.gov.my>

Cc: "Nor Najihah Sukor” <najihah.sukor@mbsj.gov.my>, jennifer.mary@mbsj.gov.my

Attachments: Keratan Akhbar 30 Disember 2024(1).pdf (10.8 MB);

This email contains attachments that are delivered for download using IceWarp SmartAttach technology.
To learn more about IceWarp SmartAttach, click here

Download Link 1/1: Keratan Akhbar 30 Disember 2024(1).pdf (10.78 MB)

Salam sejahtera dan dengan segala hormatnya merujuk kepada perkara di atas.

2. Bersama-sama ini, dilampirkan pengurusan keratan akhbar MBSJ bertarikh 30 Disember 2024
(Isnin) untuk informasi dan rujukan pihak YBhg. Dato'/ tuan/ puan.

Sekian, terima kasih.

Bahagian Perhubungan Awam dan Komunikasi Korporat
Jabatan Korporat Dan Pengurusan Strategik
No. Tel : 0380264452 / 4038
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LICENCE RENEWAL
COMPOUND DISCOUNT
MBSA LOCAL PLAN
COUNTER CLOSED
CLOSER WATCH ON SLOPES IN AMPANG JAYA
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES DOMINATE IN
SELAYANG
STATE OF KEPONG MARKET DRIVING CUSTOMERS
AWAY
e 24 BUSINESS IN KUALA LUMPUR SHUT DOWN FOR
VARIOUS OFFENCES
e FLOODING OF KEPONG
MOTORISTS
COUNTDOWNS TO ROCK KLANG VALLEY
e 45 MINUTES TO TRAVEL 600m

MBDK

MBSA
MPKj

MPAJ
MPS

DBKL

ROAD  UPSETS
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S GOR TO FOCUS ON HIGH VALUE AGRO;PRODUCTS
PLEASE BEHAVE ON NEW YEAR'S EVE
ALL SET TO RING IN 2025 WITH FIREWORKS, MUSIC AND MORE

HARIAN METRO

CUTI HUJUNG MINGGU KEMBALI PADA SABTU DAN AHAD MULAI
1 JANUARI RAKYAT JOHOR SUDAH BERSEDIA

SINAR HARIAN

CADANGAN KENAIKAN TARIF BAHARU ELEKTRIK JEJAS TAHUN
MELAWAT MALAYSIA - MITDA

KOSMO

EKONOMI SEMAKIN PULIH, KUASA BELI DIJANGKA MENINGKAT

BERITA HARIAN

JOHOR KEMBALI CUTI SABTU, AHAD BERMULA 1 JANUARI
DIDIK RAKYAT KEPENTINGAN KITAR SEMULA SISA ELETRONIK
HARGA EV INPORT DIJANGKA MELINJAK TINGGI PADA 2026

UTUSAN MALAYSIA

JAKIM MINTA PBT JELASKAN DASAR WAJIBKAN SIJIL HALAL
RAKYAT MALAYSIA BELANJA RM1,200 SEBULAN MAKAN DI LUAR
PANTAI TIMUR KEMBALI DILANDA BANJIR

TANGANI CABARAN EKONOMI GLOBAL 2025

NEW STRAITS TIMES

RINGGIT LIKELY TO SOFTEN THIS WEEK, SAY ANALYSTS

THE SUN

FEMALE-ONLY PARKING SPARKS DEBATE ON LONG-TERM
IMPACT
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By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my.

MORE landslides in Ampang:
raised questions about safety
this year.

The major one occurred on
Oct 15 at Jalan Serdang in
Taman Melawati, serving as a
stark reminder of the area’s
vulnerability.

A section of slope measuring
20m x 20m collapsed from a
height of 30m, causing the evac-
uation of residents from 20
terrace houses along Jalan E6.

Fortunately, they were
allowed to return home two
days later.

The incident gained wide-
spread attention after a viral
video made its rounds on social
media.

Early investigations, reported
by Works Minister Datuk Seri
Alexander Nanta Linggi, indi-
cated that a blocked drainage
system on Jalan G2 at the top of
the slope was the main cause.

The slope engineering branch
of the Public Works Department
(JKR) had been tasked with con-
ducting a detailed assessment.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari revealed
that the site was one of 114
red-zone areas in Ampang Jaya
at risk of landslides.

While denying claims that
over-development caused the
landslide, Amirudin attributed
it to possible lapses in infra-
struecture maintenance.

He stated that the last plan-
ning approval for the area,
primarily for bungalow lots,
was issued in 2014,

Amirudin added that a full
report on the landslide would
be presented to the Selangor
Economic Action Council
(MTES) after review, though
details were not disclosed.

While no injuries were
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The October landslide
in Taman Melawati
brought the issue of
slope stability to the
forefront. (Inset)
Occupants in two
rows of houses on
Jalan E6 were
~ evacuated following
the incident.

Local authority'stepped'up-mdnitoring of high-risk areas this year

reported, the incident raised
concerns over slope safety and
hillside developments in the
area. ‘

In response, residents have
formed the Taman Melawati
SlopeWatch Volunteer Group to
monitor and identify early signs
of slope failure, aimed at ensur-
ing timely alerts to authorities.

Ampang Jaya Municipal
Council (MPA]) stepped up
efforts to increase monitoring
in high-risk areas too.

Tourism development

In a bid to enhance its appeal.
MPA] embarked on a plan to
transform Ampang into a

The Ambang lookout pblnt was uﬁgraded by MPAJ lhlsyear

vibrant tourism hotspot over
the next decade. =

The council hoped that by
attracting more visitors, it
would boost the municipality’s
non-tax revenue. i e

The council’s efforts aligned
with Visit Selangor Year 2025,
which is expected to bring eight
million visitors to the state next
year. G

Key initiatives included
enhancing popular lookout
points in Bukit Antarabangsa
and Bukit Ampang with ameni-
ties like viewing platforms, seat-
ing and parking.

MPA] transformed Panorama
@ Bukit Antarabangsa, the site
of a 2008 landslide, into a recre-

ational area popular for its
sunset views.

MPAJ also upgraded the Tasik
Pandan Perdana recreational
park in Pandan Perdana earlier
this year.

Works initiated by MPA]
inchided repaving the jogging
track, construction of a public
toilet and two platform decks
around the lake.

More than RM500,000 was
allocated to carry out the
works, including installing a 3D
signhoard, fixing playground
equipment as well as putting in
lighting at the park and carpark
areas.

The council also upgraded -
at a cost of RM32,000 - an area

near Ampang Pointin Taman
Dato Ahmad Razali, which has
been rebranded as Uptowil
Lorong Ampang Mampan.

Improvements included
repaving roads, roofing over a
bazaar site and refreshing
faded murals.

In Taman Melawati, an alley
off Jalan Negara is now an
art-centric hub, featuring an
existing art gallery, cafes and
street art.

The space played host to the
Rahmat Bahgia 2024 street festi-
val in October, which featured
artists, musicians, community’
gatherings and art exhibitions,
aimed at fostering creativity
and engagement.

Vehicle disposal programme

Since its launch nearly two
years ago, MPAJ's voluntary
vehicle disposal programme has
made a positive impact, with
around 50 cars surrendered to
the local council:

This initiative has effectively
reduced the number of aban-
doned vehicles cluttering road-
sides and housing areas.

This year, MPAJ stepped up
efforts to clear abandoned vehi-
cles by offering towing services
to its depot for owners unable
to transport their vehicles.

To facilitate this, owners
needed to provide necessary,
documentation, including the
car grant, and deregister the
vehicle with the Road Transport
Department (JB]).

The surrendered vehicles
were sent to MPAJ depots, after
which they will be considered
for disposal through public auc-
tion or scrapping.

Despite these efforts, MPA]
said'there are still'more than



500 abandonedvehiclesyetto

be collected from residential
and commercial areas in
Ampang Jaya.

The issue is more pressing
the council’s six depots, which.
can accommodate up to 900
vehicles, have Tun uut of space.

Public outcry

A confrontation between
MPA] enforcement officers and
traders inTaman Lembah Maju
led to accusations of bias in the

council's enforcement pracuces

On Aug 18, a viral video
recorded a heated exchange
during an inspection of stalls
built under the build-oper-
ate-transfer (BOT) concept.

The footage showed traders
confronting MPAJ officers
aggressively, accusing them of
giving preferential treatment
and failing to take action
against a stall reportedly oper-
ated by a foreign worker.

The situation escalated when
a woman in the video accused
one officer of soliciting bribes,
further stoking controversy.

In response, MPAJ issued a
statement denying the allega-

Since its launch nearfy s

g
programme has seen some 50 cars surr

uans, calling them baseless.

The council insisted that all
traders were monitored fairly
during inspections and that
there had been no misuse of
power. .

The incident highlighted the
strained relationship between
traders and enforcement agen-
cies, sparking broader discus-
sions about transparency and

‘faimess in lncal governance.

Stalled highway project

Another source of frustration
for Ampang residents was the
long-delayed East Klang Valley
Expressway (EKVE) project,
which remains unfinished after
a decade of setbacks.

Originally scheduled for

THE STAR

The 36km dual-carriageway EKVE has faced numerous challenges due
to complex legal, financial and logistical issues.

cnmplenon in 2019, this 36km
dual-carriageway has faced
numerous challenges due to
complex legal, financial and
logistical issues.

Nanta Linggi announced in
March that the EKVE was only
expected to be completed by
Dec 31 next year.

The RM1.55bil project,
designed to connect Bandar

Sungai Long and Ukay Perdana,
even captured the attention of
Deputy Works Minister Datuk
Seri Ahmad Maslan.

During a recent Parliament
sitting, he expressed disappoint-
ment over the prolonged delays,
contrasting it with India’s con-
tractors, who completed the
100km Ghaziabad-Aligarh
Expressway in just 100 hours.
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State of Kepong market
 customers away

A trader showing the broken and uneven surface at the market

disposal area. 391>
By FARID WAHAB 4w “These issues are Keeping
faridwahab@thestar.com.my customers away,” he said, ’
g : ‘ adding the market served mostly -
TRADERS at Pasar Kepong FRI senior citizens in Kepong.
are. g on a Lumpur Yee said that he had repeated-
City Hall (DBKL) to urgently ly requested DBKL to conduct
upgrade the mnrker,‘dﬂng-‘a-ﬁg-* . regular maintenance. =
nificant declinein customer: “We are hopeful that DBKL
numbers. 3 ~ willallpcate funds for a compre-
During a site visit, community hensive market upgrade, similar
activist Yee Poh Ping highlighted  to the recent improvements at
several pressing concerns, Pasar Raja Bot in Chiow Kit,” Yee
including the leaky and rusty added.
roof as well as poor drainage He also raised concerns about
|eading to waterlogging and a the market's broken drain

foul odour at the rubbish dispos-
al area.

“There is also an issue with
the uneven flooring at the mar-
ket which poses a safety risk:

‘s rubbish

covers and clogged sewerage
system. :

The market at Jalan Silang
houses 80 traders, who operate
from Gam to 11am daily.

e f2a ;

Yee (right) pointing at the leaky and rusty roof at Pasar Kepong FRI.

— Photos: LOW BOON TAT/The Star

A trader who wished to be
known only as Yap, urged DBKL
to reinstate a dedicated officer
within the market so that they
could easily raise issues with the
Jocal authority.

“There used to be DBKL per-

sonnel stationed at an office
inside the market,” he said.

Yap also stressed the need
for a second entrance and
additional parking spaces in the
vicinity to make the market
more accessible.

A TOTAL of 24 business premis-
s in Kuala Lumpur were
slapped with closure nofices
during an operation by Kuala
Lumpur City Hall (DBKL).

They were ordered to close
for various violations, including
operating without valid licenc-
as, employing foreign workers
and causing obstruction at pub-
lic spaces. y

DBKL in a statement said 70
premises were inspected during
the operation on Dec 27

“0f the 70, 24 were served
inmediate closure natices for
violations under the Local
Government Act 1976. B

“Tywenty-five compotind
notices were also issued to
operators for various infringe-
ments,” it said.

DBKL carried out
enforcement under the Street;
Drainage and Building Act 1974
as well as Trades, Businesses

| and Industries Licensing

|
|

l

(Federal Territory of Kuala
Lumpur) 2016 and Licensing of
Hawkers and Food Placement
by-laws.

Meanwhile, a separate opera-

tion was carried out around
pasar Borong Kuala Lumpur
and Pusat Bandar Utara Kuala
Lumpur targeting foreign-oper-
ated businesses and those with-
out valid licences.

Five businesses causing

24 pbusiness in Kuala Lumpur

shut down

for various offences

ot

DBKL enforcement officers taking action against business premises and
traders for violating ficence conditions. — Courtesy photos

obstruction were instructed.to
remove the items.
Enforcement officers also
issued four compound notices
under the Trades, Businesses

and Industries Licensing
hy-law.

The items were sent to
DBKLs storage facility in
Taman Miharja for processing

Officers issuing a compound to a
trader during a'raid.

and documentation.
“Continuous enforcement will
be carried out through periodic
operations,” DBKL said. — By
SHALINI RAVINDRAN
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identification is required.

Countdowns
torock
Klang Valley §&

The Exchange TRX is hosting a New Year's Eve party, but proof of

e W/
(s

Live performances, light shows,
fireworks and food festival
will add to New Year revelry

By MEGAT SYAHAR
megatsyahar@thestar.com.my.

THOSE celebrating the New
Year in Klang Valley can look
forward'to an array of exciting
countdown events across Kuala
Lumpur, Putrajaya and Petaling
Jaya, each offering unique expe-
riences to kick off the year in
spectacular fashion.

The Curve in Petaling Jaya is
collaborating with Suria EM for
its countdown to 2025 which
starts.at 9am.

The Curve will also be
celebrating its 20th anniversary
with a lucky draw,

Other activities inclhude a fit-
ness demonstration and food
festivall

There will also be performan-
ces by Dayang Nurfaizah, Black
Hanifah, Suki Low, Iman Troye,
Ruffedge and Ezra Kairo,
among others.

Revellers can redeem their
spot in the Rock Zone by
downloading the Mutiara X
mobile app to receive 500
points.

To redeem Rock Zone tickets,
Mutiara X users will need to
have 500 points in their
accounts.

At 101 City Mallin Putrajaya,
the countdown party kicks off
at 5pm tomorrow at Symphony
East.

Guests can enjoy mesmerising
performances from LED jug-
glers, magicians and violinists,
along with an outdoor movie
screening and food truck fare.

The MeleTop Countdown Con-
cert begins at 10pm featuring a
star-studded lineup of perform-
ers, including Aina Abdul, Shila
Amzah and William So'Wing
Hong.

Celebrity guests also include
Ayda Jebat, Dennis Lau, Drama

Band, Khai Bahar, Nagiu Boboy,
Noki K-Clique, Noraniza Idris,
Ramli'Sarip, Shiha Zikir and
Bunga Isme.

The mall will' also welcome
2025 with a stunning 10-minute
fireworks show at the stroke of
midnight. B

The Pinkfish Countdown
which is well known for featur-
ing renowned international and
local DJs in addition to attract-

ing big names in the electroniec™

dance music scene, will be tak-

ing place at Sunway Lagoonin . ==

Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

Sunway Pyramid will remain
open until 1am tomorrow for
those looking to shop or enjoy
the celebration. ;

Meanwhile, Sunway Velocity.
in KL will see a large-scale
street countdown that begins at
4.30pm with local artistes such
as Dolla, D] Blink, 3P, Elva
Suyan, D] Musher and Shi En.

Those looking to shop can
head to Rows Market, a bazaar
offering local crafts, fashion
and food. A spectacular fire-
works display will mark the
transition into the new year.

Gates to The Exchange TRX
New Year's Eve celebration
open at 4.30pm, with perfor-
mances beginning at 5pm.

Admission is free on a first-
come, first:served basis. Entry
requires MyKad or passport
verification.

Live performances feature
Henry Lau, Capital Cities, Joe
Flizzow, Sonaone, Daiyan
Trisha, K-Town Clan, NYK and
Saint Kylo, among others.

The Exchange TRX will also
be open until midnight to keep
shoppers entertained.

Lalaport Bukit Bintang City
Centre will host a glow-in-the-
dark New Year's Eve celebration
until Dec 31, featuring exciting

A stl.tﬁhlngliﬁhjt_ show is pi_aﬂjnf KLCC's New Vear celebrations.

R s

activities like fun games and a
glow night market.

Its Neon new year eve count-
down 2025 begins at 4.30pm
with free admission.

Some of the activities include
fun games, glow night market,
DIY fluorescent T-shirts, dance
competition and paint-in-the-
dark workshop. .

The countdown performances
include “LED butterflies®, “LED
Jellyfish®, and “mirror man™.

It will also feature perfor-
mances by KL.P48, Hoshi-No-
Oka and DJ Shawn Zod.

The countdown at KLCC Park

THE STAR
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» Pop trio Dolla is part of Sunway Velocity-"s street countdown.

will be a festive one, as there is

a stunning light show lined up
to showcase the iconic
PETRONAS Twin Towers.

According to a spokesperson,
Kuala Lumpur City Hall (DBKL)

will host its Gema Munajat
event, featuring prayer recita-
tions at Dataran Merdeka
LOmMOorrow.

To ensure a smooth journey
for revellers, Rapid KL is
extending its operating hours
on Jan 1.

Rapid KL's rail and BRT ser-
vices will run until’ 3am, while
selected bus routes and DRT

B
|2

Dayang Nurfaizah will be
performing at the Curve.

‘;‘3 o
b S L—:—
Joe is among the live acts at The

Exchange TRX's New Year's Eve
celebration.

(Demand Responsive Transit)
will run until 3.30am.

For details, visit
www.myrapid.com.my
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By VIJENTHI NAIR (
viienthi@thestar.com.my

MOTORISTS using Jalan Danau
Saujana, Setapak, in Kuala i
Lumpur are frustrated by con-
gestion along the 600m stretch.
They claim that it takes them
hetween 30 and 45 minutes to
pass through the road during
peak hours, due to haphazard.
pnrcli:sng and the presence of food

The three-lane road connects
Jalan Langkawi and Jalan
Genting Kelang.

Residents of PV16 Platinum
Lake Condominium and Crystal g
Ville commercial centre v
stakeholders complained that
the situation was worse between
7am and 10am, noon to 2pm and
5pm o 8pm, as the entrance to
thelr place is blocked by traffic.
peaking on beha!f of all Ih

i rking along both sides ofthe road:

He suggested that the food

trucks be relocated. . o owledged  to operate along that road,”
“Due to the development of the public’s concern and pro- added Lai.
many high-rise residential build- posed enforceme ddress He said the licences had been
ings in the surrounding area, the e IO - issued when the road was not
residential road now functions husy, but DBKL now needed to
more like a main road,” he'said. relocate them.
Awtar said there was also a ‘Lai said without the food
need for enforcement to tackle p trucks and indiscriminate park-
indiscriminate parking. to park along the road. ing, conganon wouldn't be an

issue.

'I\znfoodtrud&sarelicenéed

“For those heading to Crystal
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PETALING JAYA: From the bus- [

tling streets of Kuala Lumpur to
the serene shores of Penang, and
not forgetting the wib:
‘Johor and cultural

Sahah and Sarawak, the co
will light up for a specta
countdown to 2025.

4 *f’orks musm and more

'enca and live performances at

‘WoW Plaza and Central Rooftop

~ Garden.

. Over in Penang, the Straifs
Qus enade invites revellers
to a nigh

m_larﬁrewoﬂm shuw, while

With a blend of tradition, crea- s

tivity and glo]

promises to be s

In Kuala Lumpur, ‘the iconic
KLCC The Place will be the epicen- ‘

tre of celebration. As the city L
adieu 102024, visitors cnn'reve.l

party. The event .

‘will feature international and
local stars with Canadian sensa-
tion He: Lau and American
indle- uo Capital Cities.
glocal flavour are artistes
like Saint. I?ln , PALENCIA, Daiyan
Trisha and Joe Flizzow, among
others. f
The night will crescendo with
deejays Aidaho and Ashley Lau
setting the stage for the climactic
countdown and breathtaking fire-
works display over the Kuala
Lumpur skyline. The festivities

appeal, the New
Year's Eve ce]ehraﬂnns tOMOITowW

T}

kick off at Raintree. Plaza, g
City Park, with perfurmances

starting from Spm.
In Putra]aya,vthe ‘I’aﬁqalsmghtf'
& Motion Putrajaya | 3
will illuminate Dataran Putrajaya
in a unique uﬂ'eﬁ.ngto the cou‘nt- : the celebrations at
down Jaterfront will be a

cultum]ly enriching experience

101 th Mall in Putrajaya adds
~with four exciting segments from

to the festive spirit with its
‘MeleTOP Countdown 2025 con-

experi-  the day till midnight.
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PETALING .mm = Pertumbu-
han ‘ekonomi negara dijangka te-
“rus berkembang dalam tempoh
dua tahun ke hadapan ekoran
beberapa inisiatif diperkenalkan
kerajaan termasuk pelak.sanaan
gajl minimum bermula tahun ha-

KOSMO
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UNCERTAINTIES PREVAIL

ﬁq\— Wﬂ}-

Ringgit likely to soften this week, say analysts

KUALA LUMPUR: The ringgit is set
to exhibit softness against the US
dollar this week, with move-
ments likely to range between
4.47 and 4.50.

SPI Asset Management manag-
ing partner Stephen Innes ex-
pects Asian currencies to face a
cautious period as market par-
ticipants navigated mixed signals
and geopolitical concerns during
the thin trading week.

He said the US dollar would
weaken seasonally at this time,
but with United States president-
elect Donald Trump's tariffs on
the horizon, there was an added
layer of uncertainty.

“Locally, investors are also
maintaining a cautious stance
due to concerns over China's eco-
nomic issues, particularly the
record US$411 billion special
bond issuance slated for next
year and its potential impact on
consumer demand.

“This uncertainty has cast a
shadow over the ringgit.”

Similarly, UOB Kay Hian
Wealth Advisors investment re-
search head Mohd Sedek Jantan
anticipated a lower ringgit move-
ment this week.

He said market expectations of
only two US rate cuts next year
would support the greenback.

“Entering 2025, Asian curren-

cies are expected to weaken
against the US dollar in the first
six months; driven by market re-
actions to Trump's anticipated
trade tariffs.”

On a Friday-to-Friday basis, the
ringgit appreciated against the
US dollar to 4.4680/4750 from
4.5055/5100. :

Last week, the ringgit traded

On a Friday-to-Friday basis, the ringgit appreciated against the US
dollar to 4.4680/4750 from 4.5055/5100 previously. NSTP FILE PIC

higher against other major cur-
rencies.

It gained versus the British
pound to 5.5904/5991 versus
5.6328/6384 previously. It rose
versus the euro to 4,6543/6616
from 4.6776/6823.

The ringgit traded mixed
against Asean currencies. Berna-
ma
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