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MBSJ debuts automated WhatsApp for
enquiries

B, MR

NjAT

{From left) Wong. Abbas, Mohd Fauzi, Zulkurnain, Ng and Preakas at the launch of WhatsApp Biz
MBS, the first automated channel run by a local autherity in Selangor.

RESIDENTS may now contact Subang Jaya City Council (MBSJ) via Whatsapp to
enquire about its services,

Named "WhatsApp Biz MBSJ", the platform allows Subang Jaya residents to make
enquiries without waiting for a response from a human operator.

The council released a statement announcing that they were the first local authority in
Selangor to use the application as a live interactive communication platform.

MBS director (revenue) Sharifah Rohaida Abdul Rahman explained the steps to use the
channel.

“Once you have saved the number, the system will ask you to choose a language that you
are most comfortable in, which in this case would be English or Malay.

“Then, you may choose the kind of service that you would like to enquire about," she
said.

The six main categories of services provided are related to assessment tax, traffic
compounds, business licences, building permits, payment channels, solid waste disposal,
preliminary cleaning as well as the management of recycling, restaurant and industrial
waste,

Once the service is chosen, users will be given further instructions.

“As an example, if your vehicle has been compounded, you may check the status by
keying in the compound number or vehicle number plate,” said Sharifah Rohaida.

“WhatsApp Biz MBSJ is special because it operates 24 hours, allowing users to access
the latest information at any time of day,” she added.

The channel has been validated by Meta to guarantee users’ data security and privacy.

MBS said it was confident this channel would improve its services to the community in
terms of time, energy, finance and environment.

WhatsApp Biz MBSJ was launched during the city council’s Hari Raya celebration.

Present were Subang Jaya mayor Mohd Fauzi Mohd Yatim, deputy mayor Zulkurnain THE STAR ONLINE
Che Ali, and assemblymen Wong Siew Ki (Seri Kembangan), Abbas Salimi Azmi (Seri TARIKH: 06 MEI 2024

Serdang), Michelle Ng Mei Sze (Subang Jaya) and Preakas Sampunathan (Kota
Kemuning).

For more details, contact 03-8026 3100.

Subscriptions
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The FT Minister says Kuala Lumpur has all the necessary tourism pmducts like heritage buildings and parks that 1ust need proper maintenance. —
‘Photos: IZZRAFIQ ALIAS, AZMAN GHANI, WILLIAM GARYIThe Star
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VMY2026

FT Minister on challenges
'such as neglected heritage
buildings, homelessness in KL

By BAVANI M
bavanim@thestar.com.my

WITH less than 20 months until

Visit Malaysia Year 2026 :
+ (VMYZ2026), Kuala Lumpur is

gearing up for one of its most

significant events since the

onset of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Minister in the Prime
Minister's Department Dr Zaliha
Mustafa, who is responsible for
the Federal Territories of Kuala
Lumpur, Putrajaya and Labuan,
faces the challenging task of
preparing the capital city for
this much-anticipated occasion.

In an exclusive interview with

| StarMetro, Dr Zaliha revealed
that while the Tourism, Arts and
Culture Ministry was to oversee
VMY 2026 as the secretariat,
there was a special committee
comprising Kuala Lumpur City
Hall (DBKL) and agencies such
as the Social Welfare Depart-
ment dedicated to readying the
city for the event.-

Dr Zaliha, who recently
completed her100 days in
office, said efforts were
underway to ensure Kuala
Lumpur would be prepared for
VMY 2026.

“A special committee was
established during a recent
Cabinet meeting, chaired by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim, with
subsequent sessions to be led hy
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk:
Seri Ahmad Zahid Hamidi.

“As the nation’s capital, Kuala
Lumpur will be the primary
focus and the initial destination
for tourists. We have a lot of
groundwork ahead.

“Are we prepared? Frankly, all
the necessary elements — heri-
tage sites, parks and such — are
in place.

: spru::i.ng up the city’s historlézﬂ

/ -B

si::lwle have the products, they.

ply require pro

maintenance,” lgr &uﬁha said.
Addressing the issue of

the minister

on ed to calls from various 5

eholders advocating for
Une_sco status for the heritage
enclave of Jalan Raja and
Kampung Baru in the.city
centre.

She clarified that Kuala Lum-
pur did not meet the criteria for

Unesco recognition.

“It is not as straightforward as
people think it is, to obtain
Unesco status,” she said.

“The process involves three

qualifying rounds: Heritage site,
National Heritage site, and then
Unesco Heritage site, each thh
stringent criteria.

“Even if we attempted, we
wouldn't qualify. That is why 1
said in Parliament that we won't
apply for Kampung Baru (for:
Unesco recognition) because our
priority is the redevelopment of
Kampung Baru,” she said.

“I-‘\u-themnre. seeking Unesco
status would restrict our ability
o develup Kampung Baru.”

Dr Zaliha also acknowledged
the deterioration of heritage
buildings in the vicinity of Jalan
Raja.

“It is sad but the good news is
that Khazanah, through Think
City, is now tasked with revital-
ising these buildings in align-
ment with the Prime Minister’s
vision.

VMY2026.

Dr Zallha faces the challenging task of prepaﬂng ihe capital city for

Dr Zaliha: There won't be any Unesco status application for Kampung
Baru because the priority is to redevelop it.

“However, we need to give
them time,” she said.

“On the other hand, during
my visits to the site with
relevant agencies, I ohserved
poor rubbish management and
unpleasant odours,” she added.

Dr Zaliha also expressed
concern about tackling

~ homelessness within the city,

citing it as a significant obstacle.

“T have engaged with all stake-
holders and relevant agencies to
understand the complexity of
the challenge ahead.

“It is clear that we can't tackle
the issue of homelessness in
Kuala Lumpur alone. We
require the cooperation of all
parties involved,” she noted.

Dr Zaliha elaborated on the
existence of transit homes in the
city for the homeless to access
basic necessities.

“We also need to work and
collaborate with NGOs in coordi-
nating the meal distribution
sessions,” she said.

Transitioning to meet the
challenges of her role, Dr Zaliha,

||..Q\.t.l.tl-"'l.'l“.‘ll..



a 59-year-old medical doctor. '
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By BAVANIM
ba?anim@lhalnr COMm.my

THOUSANDS of dead ﬁs]\ at
Sungai Midah flood retention
_pond in Bandar Tun Razak,
Kuala Lumpur, have triggered
widespread concern among the

since last week.

“We are puzzledby'ﬂie-dead )
fish,” said Salniah x - z
“Isit due to thi : {Abn\re) Decaymg carcasses of
lack of oxygen ca ~ fish and (left) plant-choked Sungai
dense growth ofrwaterhya- ~ Midah flood retention pond. —
cinths, which now blankets the' ~ Photos: MUHAMAD SHAHRIL
entire lake?” Y - ROSLI/The Star
Water hyacintl ,Ioca]ly : :
known as btmguidmbﬂng are ~ for flood mmgation, spans
ﬂoaﬁngmgm 17.5ha with a water holding
consid i ve sp capacity of 300,000 cu metres,
capable of rapidly sprea The surrounding land, once
clogging waterways, lea’c’ilng with bushes and foli-
various envimnm 4y tﬂlprob- age, was.transformed into a rec-
lems. I reational area through collabora:
“The S ﬂood s tive efforts between residents
retention pond is ¢ overwhelmed Dmlmge d Irrigat ~~ Siti Norain [Jabar said, OgBing route, * and Kuala Lumpur DID.
by this plant, giving the lakean : entmm)forme : ‘My nd and I'used o0y ‘When contacted, a DID
p arance akin to a football fishing here, but nov T s 5 spokesperson said water quality
d from above,” said | Salniah: Mohd Zahmddinsaida DID dis ing to see this.” hy' etro ¢ d  concerns fell under the
She hopes that the agency the mainte imad fro ung ] it Environment Department (DOE),
responsible in investigating the i ting Meanwhile, a DOE gokesper-
incident at the lake will come renewed for four months. but deaths to 51001' water quallty. once said to be a hive of activity.  son was informed of the matter
forward to explain what had had offered no explanation. - which had spoiled her enjoy- The Sungai Midah flood reten-  but had yet to respond at press
happened. R AnidiThe pond, he arlded. served as ment of t.he area. tion pond, constructed'in 2008 time.
THE STAR
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Oleh Sri Ayn Ka.rtlka
kartika@hmetro. com.my

Kuala Lumpur (5 r

engapungan  harga
P apl dmsubstdl

dllaksamkan kera]aan ti-
dak lama lagi dilihat mam-
Bu menstrukturkan kem-

ali ekonomi negara bagi nye

Jangka pan
Penganafwls Ekonomi

Universiti Kuala l.umpur

(UniKL) Busmess ‘School

p' SRl
2022 bequmlah RMs1 bi-

Hutang negara
yang sekarang
berjumlah sekitar
RM1.2 trilion

: snbs:dl puknl setiap tahun
yan% memberi kesan ne-
gatif kepada ekonomi ne-
gara dan pasti, ia tidak ha-
Tus berterusan selamanya.

lion melebihi 60 peratus‘

]nsteru, beliau berkata,
tindakan kerajaan pada

. awalnya dilihat akan mem-
- beril kesulibnn pada pering-
kat awal perubahan ini di-

buat, antaranya rantaian
nilai  bekalan barangan
akan meningkat secara
langsung kepada sektor pe-
ngangkutan, runcit, resto-

a- ran dan pelbagai lagi.

“Bagaimanapun, kebai-

~ kan utama dalam jangka

pendek adalah kepada ke-
rajaan, iaitu dapat mes-

r semula ekonomi
negara daripada belanja
subsidi yang tinggi seka-
rang, meringankan beban
kewangan, menurunkan
hutang dan defisit perbe-
lanjaan,” katanya.
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Lepasan institusi
pengajian tinggi
perlu cari
-peluang cipta
pekerjaan

Oleh Hazira Ahmad Zaidi
bhpendidikan@bh.com.my

Pengangguran bukan isu baharu
sebaliknya ia sering menjadi topik
hangat, apatah lagi membabitkan
graduan yang baru tamat penga-

jian.

punca adalah sikap. gmpuan,yangt- nomi,
memilih

selain tidak ada peluang pekerjaan

I dari Pusat Ka-
jian Pasaran Buruh Masa Hadapan
(EU-ERA) pula, secara purata terda-
pat 224,000 graduan lepasan univer-
siti setiap tahun, manakala jumlah
purata bagi tempoh tiga tahun ada-
lah seramai 672,000 orang.

“Pengangguran berlaku dalam
kalangan graduan adalah disebab-
kan keadaan ekonomi yang naik
turun, kebergantungan kepada tek-
nologi berbanding tenaga manusia,
penolakan terhadap graduan baha-
ru selain majikan memilih individu
berpengalaman.

sa beli menurun,” ka

Katanya, penggunaan teknolo-
gl kecerdasan buatan (AI) juga
memberi kesan kerana dianggap
lebih mudah dan murah dalam
menyelesaikan kerja-kerja yang
kompleks setanding kemampuan
manusia. !

‘Hal ini turut disumbangkan oleh
isu sesetengah jurusan yang diam-
bil, tidak lagi menjadi permintaan
selain adanya lambakan graduan
di pasaran lalu menyebabkan per-
saingan sengit dalam mendapatkan

pekerjaan.
‘%p_abﬂahedalmkemmn eko-

ni, kebanyakan indusiri mula
mencari jalan mudah untuk me-

e s e

tidalk lagi bergantumg untuk makan
gajl tetapi lebih kepada berusaha
menjadi graduan usahawan. Se-
lain itu terdapat juga graduan yang
memilih tntuk bekerja di luar ne-
gAras T et e

Sementara itu, bagi Tulusan ljazah
Sarjana Muda Penyiaran, Univer-
siti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) Kan-
pus Shah Alam, Siti Nuraisyah
Tbrahim, 35, berkata selepas tamat
pengajian pada tahun 2015, dia je-
nuh menghadiri temu duga kerja
::itipl ditolak dengan alasan tidak

pengalaman:
Katanya, dia akhirnya bekerja

di sebuah kafe di Kuala Lumpur
yang dengan kelulusan
dimiliki. :
“Saya kerja di situ setahun se-
belum mengambil keputusan un-

pakaian 1 S
mengambil tempahan makanan un-
tuk majlis,” katanya.

Katanya, pengalaman tidak
mendapat kerja selari kelulusan
selain pernah tidak dibayar gaji
dilihat secara positif. Malah dia ti-
dak mahu membebankan dirinya
dengan

jaya sendiri. :
“Pekerjaan  ditawarkan oleh

pelbagai syarikat hari ini semakin

kompetitif disebabkan pemohon

‘yang ramai dalam pasaran Kerja

gan sengit sesama sendiri, malah

“Situasi ini menyebabkan saya
periu lebih proaktif dengan tidak
hanya menunggu peluang peker-

mula mencari ruang mencipta ker-

bersaing dalam bidang ini," kata-
‘Anak sulung daripada 12 bera-
dik itu berkata, dia percaya ilmu itu
diperoleh dalam proses pengajian
bermula dari diploma sehingga {ja-
zah cukup berharga untuk diprak-
tikkan dalam dunia sebenar.
“Namun tidak kurangnya ada

pekerjaan sebaliknya ilmu penting
dalam membentuk karakier serta

modal insan seseorang,” katanya.

[Siimbung pengajian |
Sementara itu, Ku Igmal Agim Ku

saya
menyambung pengajian ke pering-
Kkat sarjana muda di Universiti Pen-
didikan Sulfan Idris, dan sudah pun
tamat tahun lalu.

“Bagaimanapun sehingga Kini,
saya belum memperoleh sebarang
pekerjaan yang bersesuaian mes-
Kkipun sudah membuat permoho-
nan.

“Sementara menunggu pang-
gilan temu duga, saya melakukan
kerja sambilan di sebuah hotel di
Kota Bharu untuk mencari sumber
pendapatan,” katanya.

Tambah Ku Igmal Aqim, besar
harapannya permohonannya berja-
ya tapi andai ditakdirkan gagal, dia
merancang unfuk menyambung
lagi pengajian di peringkat sarjana

pula.

Katanya, terdapat banyak se-
bab mengapa graduan mengang-
gur antaranya berpunca daripa

“ Pengangguran
berlaku disebabkan
’keadaan ekonomi
yang naik turun,
kebergantungan
kepada teknologi
berbanding tenaga
manusia@p

Razman Hafij i
Redzuan, Pengamh
Pusat Pembangunan:
Kerjaya, Kaunseling
dan Alumni Pejabat
Hal Ehwal Pelajar
Dan Alumni

UMK

® Selepas tamat
_pengajian pada tahun
2015, saya banyak
menghadiri temu duga
kerja tetapi ditolak

" dengan alasan tiada

Ineng=liau gy

Siti Nuraisyah
Ibm'ﬁ'r:n,
[ulusan ljazah
Sarjana Muda
Penyiaran,
UiTM

® Sehingga kini,
‘saya belum
memperoleh

sebarang pekerjaan
bersesuaian meskipun
sudah membuat
permohonan @

Ku Igmal Aqim
KuMarndAzlq

sikap keengganan majikan untuk
memberi peluang kepada graduan

“baharu menimba pengalaman dan

membuktikan kemampuan.

Kongsinya, untuk jangka pan-
jang dan demi masa depan gra-
duan, pihak yang berkaitan se-
harusnya tidak mensia-sifkan
pengetahuan dan kepakaran gra-
duan muda ini.

“Saya harap kerajaan akan terus
melaksanakan pelbagai inisiatif
hagi menambah peluang pekerjaan
kepada graduan yang baru tamat
pengajian.

“Bagaimanapun, pihak berkai-
tan juga perlu ambil kira keperiuan
sesuatu jurusan vang ditawarkan
supaya dapat menjamin peluang
pekerjaan kepada anak muda masa
kini," katanya.

BERITA HARIAN
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GEORGE TOWN: Kerajaan A

memperkenalkan kaedah yang
melihat kepada prestasi ,kerja

tahap
perkhldmatan, ‘efisien dan . ke-

upayaan meningKatkan prestasa ;

ker;amasmgmasmg.

“Sekarang ini ikut tahun (ke-
naikan gaji). Kadangkala orang,
* itu lembab bekerja, dia tidak
hadir, ada masalah dmplm teta-
pi terus dinaikkan gaji secara
automatik juga.
: “Jadi, kita ingin ingatkan ba-
~ hawa mungkm (berlaku kenai-
kan gaji) tidak secara automa-
tik. Mungkin 95 peratus (naik
gaji) tetapi empat atau lima
peratus yang lembab atau ada
masalah kita akan perkenalkan
kaedah' supaya dinafikan: (ke-
“naikan gaji).

“Perkara ini akan diumum-
kan' sekali’ gus dengan sistem

persaraan  supaya pemilihan

(kenaikan gaji) itu berdasarkan
prestasi;” katanya ketika beru-
cap dalam Majlis Penutup Pro-
gram ‘Madani Rakyat 2024 Zon
Utara, di Tapak Pesta Sungai Ni-
* bong, di sini, semalam.

Beliau sebelum ini mengu-

mumkanpm]awatawmnbahlv ke
menikmati-kenaikan gaji lebih
13 peratus yang merupakan

kadar tertinggi dalam sejarah
perkhidmatan awam negara,
mulai1 Disemberini.
Anwar berkata, adalah tidak
adil kepada penjawat awam

yang bekerja bersungguh-sung-

guh kerana mereka yang malas
serta lembab dalam melaksana-
kan tugas turut menr]apat Kke-
naikan gap yang sama.

Dalam perkembanganlain, be-
liau meminta agensi atau kemen-

terian berkaitan melatih @10-~,_,
ngan muda menguasai teknologi

- PpULA (.
.

Beliau berkata: golongan
muda yang berminat termasuk

mereka yang belajar di maahad

tahfiz diberi pendedahan me-
ngenai bidang Latihan Teknikal
dan Vokasional (TVET).
Selain-itu, kata beliau, lati-
han' berkaitan Al dan TVET

mesti memberi peluang kepada -

semua penduduk di setiap ka-
wasan bagi mengelakkan perbe-
zaan keupayaan antara kawasan
bandar dan pedalaman.

“TVET harus d.ﬁngkatkan-i-.

UTUSAN MALAYSIA
MAY

Tarikh:
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~ untuk memenuh: (permintaan

pelabur) seperti tiga atau em-

* pat hari lalu, kita ada Microsoft

yang me!abur RM10.5 bilion
dan ini memerlukan puluhan
ribu' pekerja. Kalau pelaburan
itu melibatkan semua ekosis-
tem maka ratusan ribu pekerja
harus dilatih. Apakah kita ada
keupayaanitu?;’ soalnya.

* Dalam pada itu, beliau mahu
penjawat awam dan agensi
kerajaan melakukan anjakan
dalam semua bidang untuk
meningkatkan tahap efisien

. bagi menarik pelabur asing ke
‘Tnegara ini.

2024
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Adoptmn of cuttmg~
edge technology
crucial in reallsmg
PM's vision,
says Salfuddm
EUAD NIZAH

KUALA LUMPUR
fuadnizam@nst.oom my

HE Hame Ministry
“look into the use of cut-
ting-edge technology, in-
cluding artificial intelli-
gence (AI), to enhance border
control management.
Its minister, Datuk Seri Saifud-
din Nasution- Ismail, said adop-
tion of the technology was based

on Prime Minister DatukSeri An-

war Ibrahim's vision for a sus-
tainable and high-income na-
tion.

“To achleve this vision and as-
piration, a secure and safe en-

lays cruclal mle,_ 5

where threats like cyberattacks.

use of cufting-edge technology,

including Al to enhance border

control management.” he said.
‘Saifuddin was speaking at a

joint press conference with De-

fence Minister Datuk Seri Khaled

Nordin after a walkabout to wit-
ness the final preparations for
Defence Services Asia (DSA) and
Narjonal Secumy (Natsec) Asia
2024,

Salﬁ.ldd.in said the exlﬁbiﬂons
would be the best platform for

nations to exchange ideas,
lmuwledg‘e and npinions on the

‘immediate effect.

tion through four

‘once the bill was passed. I
. Meanwhile, —defence and |
security deals worth a total of
Malaysia and other participating

- On Thursday, Anwar directed
‘MCBA to carry out i X

- He said although
lated to the establishment of the

‘agency would only be tabled in
‘Parliament in July, all relevant
- departments, such as the Immi-

gration and Gusmms. could de-
ploy their officers and smrt du-
tiesimmediately. =

On Friday, Sa1fudcljn said
MGBA had begun carrying out its
dutieson@et.hecabiuetpaper
presented in April.

He said the agency woul func-

Jated to border contr
itate movement, whether
ing citizens or foreign tourists.
The minister added that M
would become an importai
forcement agency in the country

RMB8.1 billion are’ expec:ed ‘to be
inked during the DSA and Natsec
Asia 2024 exhibitions from today

‘ P ' gen to Thuréday’. 3
. erated and ac.hleved ingeneral

Khaled said of the total, the De-
fence Ministry has “identified

‘contracts and memorandums of

understanding (MoUs). that will
be signed during the exhibltlon
worth RMebillion™ ,
Saifuddin said his m[nistry
wouid ‘be signing 14 deals worth
RM2ibillion. -
- The 18th edition of DSArand

-Natsec Asia 2024 will take place

at the Malaysia International
Trade and Exhibition Centre.
‘Khaled also said that this year’s
ibitions have improved in
rms of participation and.scale,
1,324 companies set to be
m 60 countries show-
heir defenoe and security

“Itwillalsobe theﬂrsttlmethat
Singapore, the UAE and Iran are
joining the exhibitions.

“!n terms of parﬂcipadon. we

¢ Home Minister Datuk Seri
Saifuddin Nasution Ismail
(second front left) and
Defence Minister Datuk

r:heckmg out some of the
eapons on display at an

exh?bmnn booth during a

Wut {0 witness the

g Security -
(Natsec) Asia 2024 at ~

yesterday: fic auswnnmms

e ha

will see 400 important delegates

from more than 50 countries con-

sisting of nations’ leaders, de-
fence ministers, home ministers
and military chiefs,” he said .

Saifuddin further said DSA and
Natsec Asia 2024 would serveasa
platform for the exchange of in-
formation on product and system
deyelopments important to law
enforcement agencies and indus-
try sw.keholders at regional and
globallevels.

“Besides serving as a platform
to address pressing issues, the or-
ganisation of this eventalso plays
a significant role in fostering co-
operation between agencies,
sharing knowledge about strate-
gies and crucial responses in
managing complex security ar-
eas.

“As we face an uncertain se-
curity environment, better align-
ment and integration between
national and international secu-
rity and law enforcement agen-
cies is among the priorities,” he
said, adding that he will be also
host a town hall session on cy-
bersecurity. :

NEW STRAITS TIMES
Tarikh: I]EMAY?HZA



© earlier. FILEPC

LOCAL CURRENCY MOVEMENT

For the week ended May 3, the riny

e greenback from 4.7650/7710 a week

G

‘Cautious trade against greenback in near term

KUALA LUMPUR: The ringgitis ex-
“pected to trade cautiously
against the US dollar in the near
term as investors continue to
closely monitor local and global
economic developments, said an
analyst.

Bank Muamalat Malaysia Bhd
chief economist Mohd
Afzanizam Abdul Rashid said
among others, US Federal Re-
serve (Fed) chairman Jerome
Powell clearly indicated that the
option for a rate rise was not in
the central bank’s baseline sce-
nario, although it was still con-
cerned over the inflation rate.

“An important event (this
week) is Bank Negara Malaysia’s
i Monetary Policy Committee
meeting on May 9, especially on
its assessment on the recent pol-

icy changes.

“Qthér than that, a series of
Purchasing Managers’ Indices
data, the Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia’s interest rate decision and
China’s trade data will also be
released.

“On that note, the ringgit
should linger around 4.73 to/4.74
versus the US dollar.”

Last week, the ringgit, along
with other Asean currencies, re-
acted' to the US Federal Open
Market Committee meeting that
concluded on Thursday.

A dealer said' the outcome of
the meeting clearly showed that
the “higher forlonger” narratives
forthe US interest rate were likely
to stay in the near future, given
the lack of progress in US infla-
tion reaching the Fed's target.

On a Friday-to-Friday basis, the
ringgit rose to 4.7370/7400 versus

the greenback from 4.7650/7710 a
week earlier,

The local note also improved
against the British pound to
5.9487/9525 from 5.9644/9719
and appreciated vis-a-vis the eu-
10 to 5.0890/0922 from 5.1157/1221
previously.

However, it slipped against the
yen to 3.0947/0968 from
3.0408/0451 previously.

It appreciated against the
baht to 12.8723/8850 from
12.8902/9120 lat Friday and
climbed versus the Philippine
peso to 8.25/8.27 from 8.26/8.27
previously.

However, it slipped against the
rupiah to 294.4/294.8 from
293.9/294.4 and eased versus
the Singapore dollar to
3.5027/5054 from 3.5021/5068.
Bernama
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VERSUS MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS

RINGGIT

S

UTPERFORMS

REGIONAL PEERS

Kenanga Research expects local note to

 average 4.53 against US dollar this year

| ASILA JALIL

KUALA LUMPUR
bt@nst.com.my.

HE ringgit outperformed

most regional currencies

in April despite depreci-

ating one per cent
month-on-month to 4.773 versus
the US dollar.

The ringgit’s improved perfor-
mance against the currencies of
Malaysia’s main trading partners
was reflected in MIDF Research’s
trade-weighted ringgit index,
which jumped 0.3 per cent
month-on-month to 85.24 in
April.

The local currency strength-
ened 0.2 pet cent against the yen
and 0.11 per cent against rupiah,
among others.

“The yen depreciated after the
Bank of Japan kept the interest
rate steady in its April policy de-
cision, as expected by the market
consensus despite the yen’s con-
tinued struggle against the green-
back and other currencies,” said
MIDF Research.

“The rupiah’s depreciation
caused Bank Indonesia to hikeits
policy interest rate to support the
currency from weakening fur-
ther,” it added.

The ringgit also registered

gains against the Philippine peso
(1.6 per cent month-on-month),
baht (1.3 per cent month-on- |
month) and Korean won (1.6 per
cent). However, it fell 0.5 per cent
against the euro and British
pound.

“The intra-month movement
saw the ringgit plunging from its
strongest closing on the first day |
of the month at 4.731 versus the |
US dollar towards the intra-
month lowof4.796 on April16, as
released United States data sig-
nalled continued strength in do-
mestic demand.” ;

Despite Malaysia’s robust fun-
damentals supporting the ringgit
outlook with domestic demand
continuing to expand, the US
Federal Reserve's (Fed) future
policy direction has remained
the main factor influencing the
ringgit’s exchange rate against
the US dollar.

Moving forward, the research
firm expects the ringgit and other
regional currencies to benefit
from the inflow of foreign funds
into emerging markets, particu-
larly after the Fed reduces its fed-
eral funds rate.

“We now anticipate the ringgit
to average around 4.53 against
the US dollar this year (2023:
4,56).”
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