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MBSJ seals off road to dumpsite

GRACE CHEN

MBS) enforcement officers sealing the road off Jalan Cempaka that leads to the illegal dumpsite.

FOLLOWING complaints of noxious fumes coming from anillegal rubbish dumpsite at
Taman Bukit Serdang in Seri Kembangan, Subang Jaya City Council (MB5J) has sealed
the access road to the area.

The 1km-long access road, located off Jalan Cempaka, leads to an illegal dumpsite
located just beside Maju Expressway (MEX).

During the enforcement operation, Seri Kembangan assemblyman Wong Siew Ki and
MBSJ Zone 22 councillor Tey Boon Kiat saw city council workers digging a trench and
placing concrete barricades at the road’s entrance to prevent fly tippers from entering
the illegal dumpsite.

"Closed circuit television cameras (CCTV) were also placed at the site for monitoring
purposes.

*“Since February, concrete barriers placed by the city council have been removed over
five times," Tey told StarMetro.Taman Bukit Serdang resident Kelvin Goh, 47, said more
permanent measures were needed to prevent the issue from recurring.

“lllegal dumping in Taran Bukit Serdang has worsened over the |ast three years.
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MBSJ seals off road to dumpsite

Ev GRACE CHEN

Location of illegal dumpsite sealed by Subang
Jaya City Council in Taman Bukit Serdang

“At night, the overpowering fumes from burning rubbish are enough to wake one up
from deep sleep.

“They emit an ammonia-like stench and it makes living here very uncomfortable,” he
added.

Goh said there had previously been several other illegal dumpsites that were closed but
new ones would be created.

A check through StarMetro archives revealed that illegal rubbish dumping has been an
issue in Taman Bukit Serdang since 2020,

In a report, such sites were Identified at Jalan BS 7/22, and Jalan PBS 14/1, which is
located beside the Sungai Kuyoh river reserve.

Back then, residents had said these sites had existed for over a decade.

One resident was even threatened by a fly tipper when he filmed the dumping of
construction waste at Jalan BS7/22.

Tey said the illegal dumpsite located beside MEX was the only hotspot as far as he knewv.

He also reminded residents and factory operators that those engaging the services of
roll-on roll-off {Roro) bin operators that were not registered with MBS) were liable for
fines under Street, Drainage and Building Act 1974 (Act 133).

The list of registered Roro service providers are listed on MBSJ's website.
Registration enables the city council to track which sites the lorries go to.

Wong said stricter enforcement measures, such as the confiscation of land from owners
who allowed disposal of rubbish on their property, was the only way to curbiillegal
dumping.

“We have the Act but as far as records show, none of these landowners have had their
land confiscated in the past five years.”

She added that many landowners, who upon being informed that fly tipping was taking
place on their land, typically said they were unaware that such activities were being

08000

conducted.
“This cannot be used as an excuse as they must take responsibility for their assets, she THE STAR ONLINE
said, TARIKH: 17 SEPTEMBER 2024

Residents in the area can alert MBS)J enforcement at 019-220 7823 should they see
rubbish lorries nearby the illegal dumpsite.






Assoc Prof Mohd Nazre (right) and some expedition pa
Selangor Forestry Department (JPNS)

By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

FLORA and fauna species never
hefore seen on Gunung Nuang
in Hulu Langat, Selangor, were
discovered during a recent scien-
tific expedition.

Apart from various ferns and
snakes, the mountain also hosted
a number of hornbill species
along with several other species
of birds.

Also spotted were deer,
muntjacs (kijang) and Malayan
tapirs, as well as claw marks
helieved to be of a sun bear.

More remarkably, despite
logging activities in the 1960s
and 1970s, initial ohservations
suggest that Gunung Nuang may
have recovered.

Universiti Putra Malaysia
Forestry and Environment
Faculty deputy dean Assoc Prof
Dr Mohd Nazre Saleh said this
was based on the presence of
several bioindicators suchas =

numerous bats and damselflies:

at rivers.

Bioindicators referto organ-
isms or biological responses used
to assess the environmental
health of a natural ecosystem.

“The high number of bats
points to a healthy biome, as the
animals help in pollinationof
plants and seed dispersal.

“Damselflies, which are among
.the recent discoveries here, are
usually found at Class I water
hodies,” said Assoc Prof Mohd
Nazre, who led the expedition.

In Malaysia, water is divided
into Class I (no treatment neces-
sary), Class II (conventional _
treatment required), Class 111
(extensive treatment required)
and Class IV (?oor quality and
only suitable for irrigation).

Thriving ecosystem

Due to a sizeable presence of
tropical hardwood trees, Gunung
Nuang is classified as a montane
dipterocarp forest.

Featuring mountainous
terrains between 1,000m and
2,500m above sea level, these
types of forest are often found in

SO

rticipants stopping by a river for photo

s on their way up Gunung Nuang: —
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Ecotourism gem to

discover in Selangor

Gunung Nuang earmarked for designation
as nature destination in Hulu Langat

| Facts and figures on Taman Eko Rimba Gunung Nuang

® Part of the Royal Selangor Heritage Forest, whi

6 reserves spanning 108,000ha.

‘m Accessible via tree points — Kuala Pangson and Kampung
'Kemensah, Selangor, and Bukit Tingg, Pahang.

Soirces: Selangor Forestry Department, news reports. ks Stargraphics

South-East Asia.
Assoc Prof Mohd Nazre, how-

ever, said there were noticeably

low numbers of young diptero-
carp plants like keruing and -
meranti species.

He believes this is because

‘of the increased population of
bambaos. )

“Although not considered an
invasive species, bamboo is
known to grow very quickly and
may reach up to 0.5m in a day.

“It is unclear if this caused the
drop in dipterocarp plants, so

more studies need to be conduct-

ed to explain the phenomenon,”

he said. :

Assoc Prof Mohd Nazre said
the data collected would be stud-
ied before the fin( are final-
ised and documented.

“The information will be
collated and published by the
Selangor Forestry Department
(JPNS) and a seminar will also be
held to present the findings,” he

said.
The scientific findings will be
incorporated into the develop-

ment plans at Gunung Nuang to

- ensure their sustainability.

' Preserving heritage

- Gunung Nuang straddles the
. horder with Pahang and Negri
- Sembilan

1t is nestled within the Hulu

| TLangat Forest Reserve, which
. was gazetted on Jan 21, 1927..
* The reserve is part of the Royal

Selangor Heritage Forest, a
108,000ha landscape that encom-

- passes 26 forest reserves in the
‘state.

1t was formerly known as
Selangor State Park, but was
rebranded following a decree
by Selangor Ruler Sultan
Sharafuddin Idris Shah.

On Jan 8, StarMetro reported
that a master plan was also
formulated to ensure balance

* between socioeconomic needs

and environmental protection.

1t outlines plans to build hik-
ing trails in Gunung Nuang, a
recreational area in Sungai
Pertak and a venue for outdoor
activities in Kemensah, among
others.

The state is currently home to
79 forest reserves, spanning
251,000ha, roughly one-third of
its land mass. :

Gunung Nuang has one of the
highest peaks in Selangor, meas-
uring 1,493m above sea level.

Those wishing to hike here
must apply for a permit from the
central Selangor district forestry.
office.

There is currently a 150
per day limit on the number



Gunung Nuang expedition an eye

By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

SPANNING five days, a recent
expedition to Gunung Nuang,
in Hulu Langat, Selangor;
brought together 70 research-
ers from local universities to
identify and record the diverse
plant and animal life there.

Funded by the Peninsular
Malaysia Forestry Department
(JPSM), the scientific expedition
was jointly organised by
Universiti Putra Malaysia..

It was the second expedition
to be conducted at Gunung
Nuang since 1991 and the
researchers included PhD
students. $ i

Al Kautsar Hidayanto Abdul
Rahim from UPM, who special-
ises in wildlife ecology and
management, said the pro-

e was an eye-opener.

“] was surprised to find plen-
ty of threatened speciesin.
Gunung Nuang despite its
proximity to Klang Valley.

“Although my research,
revolves around big mammals,
the things I learned here still
offered useful insights,” he
said. ; ,

Having studied wild birds.
during his master’s pro-
gramme, he had hoped to
observe the species present at
Gunung Nuang.

“Five days is too short a peri- -

od for a proper survey,” he
added.

Nur Nazifah Fitriyah Mohd
Zariman of Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM),
who focuses on taxonomy,

aimed to classify the different

species of bats. i
She and fellow researchers

setup recorders at certain loca-

tions to capture the frequency

of issued.

Anyone caught entering with-
out a'permit could face action
under the National Forestry Act
1984, which carries a fine of up
to RM10,000 or up to three years'
imprisonment.

Hikers are also required to
hire a mountain guide.

Ecotourism appeal

JPNS director Azhar Ahmad
said the area would be turned
into an ecotourism spot asit

_Gunung Nuang is a popular spot for campers and nature

lovers. — FAIHAN GHANI/The Star @
N

L%

- Al Kautsar Hidayanto placin

HIDAYANTO ABDULRAHIM
" emitted by bats at night. 3

“We captured the animals
.and examined their external
characteristics before \
recording their echolocation
frequencies. it
“There are many families of

bats and each can be identified

using their frequencies,” she
explained.

was popular among hikers
and campers.

“Apart from this mountain,
other spots earmarked for eco-
tourism are Sungai Chiling
(Kuala Kubu Baru), Sungai
Kedondong (Batang Kali) and
Sungai Tua (Selayang).

Azhar said although his
department had existing data on
Gunung Nuang, it was not
comprehensive.

He hoped the involvement of
local universities would provide
enhanced expertise and knowl-

g a bioacoustic recorder to capture the
vocalisation of wild birds. — Photo courtesy of AL KAUTSAR
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opener for researchers

d:
urtesy of AMIRA AQILAHMUHAMMAD

Nur Nazifah says bat families -
can be identified using their
echolocation frequencies.

data-gathering took so long but
I now realise there are‘many
logistical challenges involved.
“For example, due to their

‘nocturnal nature, data on bats

r damselflies at a river while fellow
ayat Zulkifli measures the water

i ]

Siew says the expedition gave
him newfound appreciation:
for fieldwork.

can be used as a bioindicator
to give insight into the local
environment,

“For example, pygmy grass-
hoppers, which are found here,

; : 3 can only be collected at night,”  can indicate moisture levels in
ot o e 1 & Rt e i he said. 2 L) 1w __ the locality,” she said.
University of Nottingham Amira Agilah Muhammad ~ An event was held to mark

Malaysia’s Siew Zahen Yun from UniversitiMalaya (UM) | the end of the expedition at
said the expedition gave him said the expedition offered use- _Taman Eko Rimba Gunung
newfound appreciation for l training for future research.  Nuang with state public
fieldwork. 5 Her PhD study centres ~ health and environment com-
-'i.‘geq«;gﬂﬂg'qn-h_iomedi;al_ und the of in mittee chairman Jamaliah

sarch, he said he used to ) m, ha Jamaluddin and JPSM secre-
‘spend time analysing data'in ree and ma: tary-general Datuk Zahari
the labora = ecologyandbiodiversity,  Ibrahim among those in attend-
 “Ioften wonderedwhy pers  ance.— By FARID WAHAB

e =y “ =

edge-sharing.

“We need an updated database
detailing the biodiversity compo-
sition before the appropriate
course of action can be taken.

“We are also on the lookout for
areas here that can be assigned
with high conservation value
(HCV) status.

“These areas will be monitored
and maintained regularly to

" preserve their biodiversity,” he

said.
HCV denotes species or sites of
critical importance in recogni-

tion of their environmental
values.

Currently, four sites in
Selangor forest reserves have
HCV status — two in Kanching
(Rawang) and one each in
Semangkok (Kuala Kubu Baru)
and southern Kuala Langat.

Azhar said no future expedi-
tions to other areas were being
planned for now.

“Such programmes need to be

considered carefully as they
require manpower and are
time-consuming,” he added.

This bat is élir\uheg;- ia“‘(s;izeétgle number found on Gunung Nuang. (Right) Beehive Ginger also known as Tepus Tanah is among
the many plant species found during the expedition. — Photo courtesy of JPNS

The Peninsular Malaysia
Forestry Department (JPSM), on
its website, stated 44 expeditions
had been undertaken at forest
reserves over the decades.

They involved experts from
multiple disciplines to examine
the ecosystem, biodiversity, eco-
tourism, geology, archaeology
and socioeconomic factors.

“Focus is given on aspects of
preservation, conservation and
holistic use of the natural
resources found inside these
forests,” it said.
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4 joint operation by several gov- | S EH § o T ' rted was believed to

ernment agencies. : N A . 7 2 ‘Ffur coastal reclamation project.
The operation, codenamed R \ € “Investigations are being car-

“Operasi Bersepadu Khazanah” ] ried out under Section 426 of the

(OBK), carried out from Sept 11 : \ National Land Code (Act 828),

to 13, was jointly organised by . I : - whereby it is unlawful to remove

the Selangur Land and Mines ¢ | : et - sand from any land or coastal

Office (PTGS) with'the Region'] = WESSSSSSES SIS ‘ . . R R area without a permit.”

Marine Police team in Port usri | 0 d Region 1 Marine Pullce Operatlons actin| offieer in charg ! R He added that several dredg~

Klang, supported by the enforce- - ohd Nasif (rig oﬁlurry) Inspectfng the vehicres lmpou ‘ded in Port’ K|ang H; eStar  ers and offshore barges were

ment units of five District Offices: ~ alsochecked during the uperaa

that border Selangor's mastal ers, aged belweenm ‘and 35, before callmg the tlpper lorry Kuala. Langatfn.nd Sepang ! tions.

areas. could not produce documents ~~ owners, “Six tipper lorries were seized Yusri said that PTGS will inten-
PTGS director Datuk Yusri permi emto carry the He addedﬂm t the o} ﬂun from Klangand KualaLangat ~  sify its operations to stop illegal

Zakariah said all eight drivers sand. orglve details ofhow the - involved 100/men and covereda  while two others were from sand mining.

were detained to assist with sand was procured.” 291km stretch of Selangor’s coast  Nilai, Negri Sembilan. 'y “One suggestion is to have a

. investigations. Yusri said PTGS will mcurﬂ - and on land bordering Sabak “Each lorry was mtlmnted to marine police unit under PTGS’
“We found that the eight driv-  statements from the drivers Bernam, Kuala Selangor, Klang,  be laden with 60 tonnes of sand.  administration,” he said.
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Penggabungan tlga
wilayah jadikan
Malaysia sebagai

sebuah negara maju

KUCHING

enubuhan Malaysia pada
1963 adalah berasaskan
dokumen-dokumen Per-

lembagaan yang sudah
termaktub dalam Perlembagaan
Persekutuan dan tidak seharus-
nya dipertikaikan.
Yang di-Pertua Negeri:Sar-  dar S T N
awak, Tun Dr Wan Junaidi Tuan-  berimban L, ‘ / ik : ilaysia aikan sa-
ku Jaafar berkata, dokumen-do-  War . C | 3 : t v £
kumen berkenaan terdiri si ‘ in Raja - : * beman‘gat an mgnlfesinsu per-
daripada Memorandum srper 1gaan  yan - ; ﬂl{ﬂn selain menzahirkan ke-
watankuasa Perundingan Soli bers: dengan | - taan mendalam terhadap ta-
dariti Malaysia, . Lﬂpomrl»Sumr_.x 1bag: Aalaysia te 1 P Y . i I
hanjaya Gobbold, Laporan | : it
Jawatankuasa Antara Kerajaan P udaya. A
(IGC Report), Akta Malaysia 1963 ‘Beliau b Malaysia e ! £ : < . “Selama 61 tahun, negara
(UK), Akta Malaysia 1963 (Tanah cembang maju se nam \ 7§ i \ ‘ Malaysia yang kita cintai telah
_Perjanjian Malaysia ka all agai 1 AR - ’ a-' . - terbentuk dan dalam tempoh itu,
Perjanjian Tamba- ntanmn belum berdiri : R B R VA  pelbagai rintangan yang me-

r ! B : » o o r!mtangkan telah berjaya kita
1963 dan aan Pe ) uan. i5_qen ; 3 ] ] tempuhi bersama-sama.
kutuan Malaysia 1963. utama untuk | ksmajuan berterus- “Selamat menyambut Hari

“Dalam erti kata lain, doku-  an ini. menjulang aspirasi Malayslame— Ibrahim mengajak rakyat Malaysiake-61," kata Anwar.
men-dokumen Perlembagaan “Usaha mangmtagrasi ma-  nerusifakia sejarahini. Janganlah  Malaysia menghayati erti pe- Hari Malaysiayangdisambut
tersebut adalah roh dan seman-  syarakat berbllang m, buda-  Kita berbalah, memporak- nubuhan Malaysia yang bebas 16 September setiap tahun di-
gat MAB3,” katanya dalam per- yadan kepercayaan ‘dari pelba- pefmdakan harmoni yang telah  dan merdeka serta manoiakper- adakan bagi memperingati pem-

musansempmSambutan Hari  gai wilayah dan latar belakang sekian lama terbina,” katanya. 1;pecehandanpemwman ) benmkanMalaysiapada‘lQBa
Malaysia ke-61 padalsnin. bukanlahtugasmudah : Samentarah itu, bPerd:ama_A _ pena sambutan Ha.rlMa!ayma. 3 Bemama, I 2 Dt
SINAR AR,

T@Iik_h: 000-lo-unluotc.u.l.u.l..u_ni.loo
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Urbanisation in Malaysia requires
tech-based buﬂdmg m_amtenance do o

according to 2022 data from the World'

ID you know that 78% of Malaysia's
Dpcpulaﬁun lives in urban areas,
Bank’s World Development
Indicators? This might not'seem significant, but

by comparison, that is 20% more than Indonesia:
and 25% more than Thailand. Compared to ‘i

countries in. Southeast Asia, Malaysia has the
highest increase of urban popu]adon bemrem
1970 and 2022, at 52%.

Malaysia is experiencing a rapid urba.nisal:lon
rate, with UN-Habitat predicting that 81.8% of

Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Malaysia

individuals to lead better lives.
Malaysia’s urban areas and future
development needs to not only accommodate a
ing population but also enhance the quality

resilient, equitable, and vibrant. It is promising
that the government’s upcoming third National
Urbanisation Policy (NUP3) will prioritise the
voices of people and communities in planning
and urban development projects. However, it is
essential that this becomes a  shared
responsibility among all stakeholders involved,
including building owners and building
management.

‘As urban areas grapple with challenges like
population growth, the need for resilient
infrastructure becomes increasingly critical:
Building owners can bolster urban resilience by
investing in maintenance programmes that
enhance the reliability and adaptability of
essential infrastructure, including escalators and
elevators. X

Well-maintained buildings tontribute to the
overall quality of life in urban communities.
Building owners who prioritise maintenance
create safer, more comfortable living and
working environments for residents and tenants.

Regular maintenance for urban resilience
With rapid urbanisation, the uninterrupted
operation of elevators and escalators is essential

for facilitating theé movement of people within®

growing s
of life for all residents, making our cities more

the population will live in urban areas by 2030.
With this increasing urban population, United

calls for smarter cities that are human-
centric and  people-first. The technologies
employed to create smarter cities must also’

address social challenges  and empower

mmp]exm'ban env[mnmenls lfalle]evamrsand
escalators in our cities were to suddenly stop
wnﬂdng. the consequences would be severe.
High-rise office buildings and shopping centers
would grind to a halt, preventing people from!
reaching their destinations efficiently. This

! ring mﬂ.irﬁa.fe and refiable operation

mnﬂnued ﬁmcﬁumlity and safely

Secondly; the frequency of use is a- critical
consideration. Blevators in high-traffic buildings
such as office towers, hospitals, and residential
complexes - endure more wear and/ tear
compared  to those in: low-traffic settings.

disruption could lead tn slgniﬁmm i
losses for busi

residents and visitorsalih:.

Proper maintenance of and
“escalators is crucial for ensuring their safe and
reliable operation within urban environments.
The frequency of servicing these vertical
:mnsponnﬂnn systems depends on several key
Actors. v

Firstly, the age of the elwatnr or escalator

e for

plays a significant role. Older units tend to

experience faster deterioration of mechanical
parts, necessitating more frequent maintenance
and even modernisation is required to ensure

’servidng. Maintenance includes the upkeep of

Therefore, they require more frequent
inspections and mainténance to handle the
demands of constant operation.

Safety concems also drive the need for regular

crucial safety features such as emergency brakes,
t:yoommunlmﬂ'nnsystems. emergency
lightlng, and overload protection mechanisms.
Ensuring these systems are in optimal condition
is essential for passengersnl‘ety and compliance
with safety regulaunns.
 Preventive maintenance strategies are also
integral to elevator and escalator upkeep. By
implementing a proactive maintenance plan,

Tarikh:.....

building owners and managers can detect and
address potential issues before they escalate into
major problems. This approach: minimises
downtime, reduces the likelihood of unexpected
breakdowns, and helps control long-term repair
COsts.

Ensuring certified maintenance for safety

To ensure the safety and reliability of vertical
lranspamﬂun sys(mns 1l Is crucial for building
panies (o engage.
cerﬁﬁad e!evamr mamtcmmne providers.
Uncertified  elevator  mainienance  poses
significant risks and consequences to both

i€ pamngersafety and operational reliability.

~ Certified maintenance companies follow

£ slringent safety standards and regulations,
| reducing the risk of accidents. At Kone, we rely
“on the combination. of human expertise,
‘knowledge, and technical skill to maintain

seamless  operational  excellence.  Our
technicians receive over 50 hours of annual
training in' technical skills, safety, customer
service, and first aid, allowing them to quickly
solve problems for any equipment brand.
Predictive analytics and artificial intelligence
(AI] can be used to anticipate potential
malﬁmction.sbefnret}wyoccuuallmvlngfurpm-
emptive maintenance scheduling to prevent
disruptions.  Qur « predictive: maimemmcc
solution that escal and
operate smoothly and' efficiently; reduclng
downtime and extending equipment lifespan

Putﬂngpcople’uufetyﬂlu Mt.layslaaurbnn

As dﬂs in /Malaysia evolve, vertical expansion
becomes a necessity to optimise land use.
Vertical rtation systems like elevators and

- escalators facilitate accessibility to high-rise
residential,
“developments, aligning with rapid urbanisation

commercial, and = mixed-use
rafes.

Proactive  and ' predictive  maintenance
practices as well as technological upgrades
extend ' the lifespan of existing -infrastructure,
reducing the need for costly replacements and
dis:upﬁons.

‘Thisorticlels contributed by Teoh Tze Ping
managing director, Kone Maloysia & Brunel
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PETALING JAYA: The Real Estate and Housing
the ‘upcoming Urban Redevelopment Act ~ oo & P} e
-announced by Housing and Local Govemment
Minister Nga Kor Ming as a timely measure. -
Rehda president Datuk Ho Hon Sang said

the enactment of the Act will provide a'more
structured guidance to renewal efforts to
rebuild urban areas and | believe that this will
l:lscn breathe new air into the property

ndscape in Malaysian cities, particularly in

Urban Redevelopment Act tosafeguard gld_ér Stratahulldmgs

the detail of its implementation
mechanism s still being worked out, we hope
that the rakyat’s voice will not be left out in

home;  international standing as sustainable world-
class locations comparable to major cities
around the world, 3 .
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VERY time it rains, there isa
flood, a problem that
Malaysians  have been

complaining about recently.

Years ago, if we asked the average
Malaysian about climate change,
many would  have su:ruggled to
explainit.

For most, it was a concept
confined to school textbooks, taught
in a technical and somewhat
detached manner, as if it were a
distant future concern that may
happen. elsewhere but not in
Malaysia.

Fast forward to luday and the
phrase “climate change” has taken on
a more urgent and personal
meaning. Thanks, or perhaps no
thanks, to the recent string of extreme
weather events, Malaysians are now
learning firsthand  what climate
change truly entails.

While Malaysia often prides itself
on being one of the least contributing
nations to global greenhouse gas
emissions, accounting for less than
0.7%, it is becoming increasingly
clear that climate change is about
more than just emissions. It is about
the complex and' interconnected
impacts that are now part of our
everyday experiences.

From devastating floods to record-
breaking heatwaves, the impacts are
no longer theoretical but a daily
reality. Events such as mass coral
bleaching, intense El Nino' and
increased frequency of heatwaves
and floods all raise uncomfortable
questions: Are we prepared to handle
the future we are heading towards?
More importantly, are we utilising
every tool at our disposal to mitigate
these impacts before they spiral out
of control? ;

Recently, there has been a lot of
buzz about green finance, and for

food reason. It represents a way to
runnel capital into projects that can
help mitigate environmental damage
and build resilience against climate
impacts.

Malaysia has made strides in this
area, particularly with Bank Negara
Malaysia’s Climate Change and
Principle-based Taxonomy, which
provides a framework for identifying
and classifying green investments.
This is a solid step towards greater
transparency and aowumabllity in
the financial sector.

The allure of green bonds and
sustainable:  investments s
undeniable, drawing the attention of-
institutional investors eager: to align’
their portfnlioswithen_vimnmmlany
responsible; p;l:;lieas. hrisrly

However, this {d
contrasts sh&rply mﬂﬁlﬁ
number of projects that meet the
stringent criteria necessary to be
considered trily g

The demand far outpam the
supply, creating a | batl]eneck in the
flow ofsusmlna]ﬂé
arises because- developing a green

project is no small feat, it demands.

not only a deep understanding of
environmental impact and
sustainability but also significant
upfront investment in mearch
planning and execution. i

These projects often involve
advanced technologies, rigorous
certification processes and
adherence to international
standards, all of which require
expertise that is not readily available.

Furthermore, the higher upfront
costs associated with these projects

_to implement a suite ufvﬁsqal
that
- This gap 1

can be a deterrent for developers,
who may opt for cheaper and less
sustainable alternatives.

The challenge is further
compounded by the fact that green

“finance is stll a relatively new

concept in many markets, including
Malaysia.

Financial institutions and project
developers may lack the experience
or the incentives to embark on green
projects. Without a robust pipeline of
eligible projects, the market for green
bonds can stagnate, undermining
the goals of sustainability that it seeks
to promote.

“To bridge this gap, it is essential to
factor in the opportunity cost when
designing financial incentives. These
incentives must not only be attractive
enough to lure investors but also
practical  and wcesslhle for
developers.

To make grecn ﬂnam:e work,
policy interventions are necessary.

. This means crafting policies that

reduce the financial barriers to entry,
such as offering subsidies, grants or

low-interest loans specifically for

'glmnpmjects.
. Additionally,

regulatory processes nind*pmvldmg
nical assistance can lower the
hurdles and encourage more

developers pursue green
eertiﬂcaﬁuns. ; ;
“The govemmcm hasthe.nur.horlry

‘tools

can | shi& :he ecouumic

in green techno!ogix wuuld make
these  innovations more
economically viahle.ienﬁuumging

‘widespread adoption.

“Meanwhile, the concept of a
carbon tax is gaining traction
globally, and it is something Malaysia
should seriously consider.

It can be an effective deterrent

-against pollution, making it more

costly for companies to in

engage
" environmentally harmful activities

and the revenue generated from such

‘translﬁon. is. crul:lal ‘and more

energy sources, and tmpmvingpubllc

 health through better air quality.

While the implementation of a
carbon tax presenis challenges,
including its potential regressive
impact on low-income households
and the need for effective
enforcement  mechanisms, it

represents a proactive approach to
nl:hievlng Malaysia's  carbon
neutrality target by 2050 and
‘enhancing its competitiveness in
the global market I'ur susminnble
practices. -

Young people. more. than any
generation before, are acutely aware
of the climate crisis and demand that
financial institutions prioritise the
planet over short-term profits. This is
especially important as SMES (small-
and medium-enterprises), which
accounted for more than 90% of
overall business establishments in
Mn]aysin in 2023, are invnlvlng
more  young people who
bcmm[ng partot’lhemdnemﬂss.

aIIsed . communities,

espedaliy those who live'in flood-

prone areas, suffer the most during
‘heatwaves and

importantly, ensuring  that the
transition does not leave anyone
behind. This means investing in
retraining programmes for workers
in carbon-intensive industries,
supporting  SMEs in. adopting
sustainable practices and creating
new jobs in the green economy.

In regards to this, the ESG
(environmental, social and
governance) movement has gained
momentum, and Malaysia is starting
to follow suit. Financial institutions
are increasingly incorporating ESG
criteria into  their = investment
strategies, - Tecognising that
companies with strong ESG practices
often outperform their peers in the

- For ESG to truly transform the
financial sector,
institutions need to move beyond
the traditional risk management

ot afford to ndapt} B

i?iam Change i ﬂ“ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ,

Malaysian «
sustainable lifestyle” choices are -

appmadl‘qnd ;lim seeing ESG as a
driver

creeﬁon.'l‘lﬁsﬂn 1nvulveemhmcing
new business models that prioritise
sustainability, investing in cutting-
edge technologies to reduce
environmental impact and
developing products and services
that address the unique challenges
posed by climate change.

For example, leveraging advanced
data analytics and Al (artificial
intelligence) in ESG reporting can
improve transparency and help
investors make more informed
decisions.

Let us also not furget about
regulation. The government needs to
step up and create a regulatory
environment that encourages, not
just mandates ESG adoption. This
means introducing mandatory ESG
disclosures, offering incentives for
early adopters and developing
stan metrics that allow for
consislancyandwmpamhﬂityacmss
the board.

Inawwdwhuegmwwashmgis
a real CGII;I:em‘ hav]tg gar knd
enforceab mndmds
‘where do we go

on 2T

In ai diﬂon, more public private
collaboration needs to be explored
and fostered, which means we also
need to build trust in green finance,
and that starts with transparency.

Rigorous  monitoring
reporting mechanisms should be in
place to track the impact of green
finance initiatives and ensure that
they deliver on thelr promises. This
also  includes considering the
opportunity. costs involved when
designing incentives so financial
tools are attractive to investors and
practical for broad implementation.

In the midst of this, it is also
important that we move beyond the
common blame game. Too often, the
burden of addressing environmental
issues is placed squarely on the
-shoulders ofindividual consumers.
‘While responsibility and

and

important, it is time to acknowledge

f innoyation and value

the elephaulinthe room - industries
and businesses. These entities are
responsible for emissions, pollutants
and waste on a scale that far
surpasses  anything individual
‘consumers could produce. Yet, they
often  escape scrutiny  while
consumers are made to feel gu.ﬂty for
their choices. This disparity is not

only unjust but also
counterproductive.
Moreover, greenwashing has

become rampant, with companies
across various sectors, globally and
within Malaysia, making misleading
claims about their environmental
efforts.

" Despite the growing awareness of
this issue, there is a glaring lack of
regulation to address it. Without
stringent rules and accountability,
industries will continue to get away
with these practices, undermining
genuine efforts to combat climate

The current financing structures
must also be re-examined to ensure
that equitable funding is available
across sectors and regions, allowing
every stakeholder to contribute
effectively to the green transition.

As we look ahead, the question is
not whether Malaysia will adapt but
whether we will'lead, setting a new
standard for what a sustainable,
_fnrwaxd thinking nation can achieve.

The true test will be in our
willingness to. . confront
uncomfomble truths,  hold

industries accountable and ensure
that the benefits of a green economy
are shared by all, especially those
most vulnerable to climate impacts.

The stakes are high, and the path
forward demands bold choices that
will determine not just our place in
the world but the legacy we leave for
future generations.

As we celebrate Malaysia's 67
years of independence and Malaysia
Day, we must realise that Merdeka is
not only about political freedom but
also about freedom from the
environmental destruction we have
inherited. This is the struggle of
today, and this is our collective
responsibility as Malaysians,

The writer is a youth climate
advocate, national consultative
anel member to the Natural
‘esources and Environmental
Sustainability Ministry ond a PAD.

§ candidate at Universiti Putro
Malaysio. Comments:
letters@thesundaily.com
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